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EXCURSIONS, 1896.

NORBURY, MAY i6th.

Leader—R. Moxon.

A party of twenty-two travelled to Norbury by train, and were

^^- joined there by a few bicyclists, and also by some friends from

the neighbourhood, including the Rev. D. Adamson, lately Curate

at Winshill, and now Rector of Norbury. The first object to

which attention was directed was the Old Manor House. Some

of the most ancient and interesting features of the exterior having

been examined, the party assembled inside, and the leader read a

short paper chiefly dealing with the history of the family of Fitz-

herbert. who, either as tenants of the Priory of Tutbury, or, as lords

of the manor, possessed this property from 1125 till quite recently.

The house was at first probably a timbered or half-timbered

dwelling, but was rebuilt in stone on a larger scale by Sir Henry,

the fifth lord, who came into his inheritance in 1267. The great

hall and state rooms above still remain, though now only used as

stabling or store rooms. There is very little domestic work left

in England of so early a date. Extensive alterations and additions

were made by some of Sir Henry's successors. The most eminent

of the family was Sir Anthony, the thirteenth lord, born in 1470,

and made Justice of the Common Pleas in 1522. A handsome

room on the first floor is known as "Sir Anthony's Study." The

oak panels of this room are covered with texts taken from the

Vulgate, believed to be in Sir Anthony's own handwriting. Sir

Anthony's son, Sir Thomas, filled the principal apartments with

coloured glass, chiefly the blazonry of his ancient family and

their numerous important alliances, some of which still remains to
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CATTON AND CROXALL, JULY iith.

Leader—T. Gibbs.

A small party drove to Croxall, via Drakelowe, Walton, and
-^^- Catton. At the last named place they were met by the

Right Rev. Bishop Staley, Vicar of Croxall, and, under his guid-

ance, they inspected the chapel and grounds, seeing in the latter

some remains of the old chapel pulled down in the last century.

A further short drive took the party to Croxall, and here, under

the same experienced guidance, the interesting and picturesque

little church and the other antiquities of the place were visited,

and a short time was spent in the gardens and grounds of the fine

Elizabethan Hall. From the Conquest until the seventeenth cen-

tury, Croxall belonged to a branch of the Curzon family, being one

of the Lordships given by the Conqueror to the Norman ancestor

of that family. In the seventeenth century it passed, by marriage,

to the Earls of Dorset, and in the last century it was sold by the

then Earl of Dorset to the ancestor of the present owner, Mr. T.

Levett-Prinsep, J. P. The hall was the residence for some years

of the poet Dryden, being lent to him by his friend and patron

The Earl of Dorset, then Lord Chamberlain, on the poet's dismissal

from the laureateship for refusing to take the oaths after the

accession of King William III. The path along the hill top

between Croxall and Catton was a favourite walk of the poet, and

is still called " Dryden's Walk." This path was visited by the

party, and from it a fine view of the surrounding country obtained.

Other points of historical interest are a burgh or mound, situate

near the church on the banks of the Mease, and probably made
for the defence of the country against the inroads of the Danes;

and the site of the old hamlet of Croxall, also near the church,

close to which Queen Henrietta Maria encamped with the Royalist

army in the Civil War.
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RULES.

I.—That this Society be called the " Burton-on-Trent Natural
History and Arch^ological Society," having for its object the
promotion and encouragement of the practical study of Natural History,
Archaeology, and General Science.

2.—That the Officers of the Society consist of a President, two or more
Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, General and Excursion Secretaries, Assistant

Secretary, Curator, and Librarian ; these officers to retire annually, but to

be eligible for re-election.

That the Committee consist of nine Members, and that the two Members
who have made the least attendances retire annually, and be not eligible for

re-election for the ensuing year. All Officers shall be ex-officio Members of

Committee. Three to form a quorum.

J.—That a General Meeting be held not later than the end of October in

each year, for the purpose of electing Officers for the ensuing year, and
transacting any other business which may be brought before it.

4.—That Candidates for Membership shall be proposed and seconded
(in writing) at any Meeting of the Committee, and may be elected at the

next General Meeting by a majority of the Members present.

5.—That the Society commences its year with October ist. That an
annual subscription of five shillings be paid by each member in advance.

and that all Members whose subscriptions are six months in arrear be
considered to have forfeited their privileges as Members of the Society ; that

all Members who have not given notice to the Treasurer or Secretary of their

intention to retire before the Annual General Meeting in October shall be
held responsible for the current year's subscription.

6.—That the Committee may elect as Associates any persons under the

age of eighteen, and that the subscription of such Associates be one shilling

per annum, payable in advance; Associates to have no voice in the appoint-
ment of officers or the management of the Society, except in the election of

their own Secretary, who shall be considered as a Member of the General
Committee.

Note.—Associates must be elected Members in the ordinary way on
exceeding eighteen years of age.

7.—That the Committee may recommend as Honorary Members any
person distinguished for scientific attainments, or who may have in any
special manner advanced the interests of the Society.

8.—That Field Meetings or Excursions be held during the year, in

suitable localities, and that timely notice of each be given to the Members
by circular.
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BURTON-ON-TRENT

Natural History and Archceological

Society.

H IReeume of the Ibistor^ of our Society.

By Frank E. Lott, Assoc. R.S.M., F.I.C., &c.

Pyesidditial Address, delivered November J4th, 1895.

[condensed.]

I PROPOSE in this paper briefly relating the history

of this Society, more especially as regards the work

it has done up to the present, and I hope a consideration

of that work and of the difficulties that have beset those

who have had the management of the Society will enable

me to make it clear to you all in what direction we should

look for future success, and how each individual member
may take a part in promoting it.

Previous to the formation of our Society there had

been two attempts to maintain Societies with similar objects

in our district. The first was that inaugurated by the late

Sir O. Mosley in 1842, an account of which appeared in

the last part of our Transactions. The second was called
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205

^be Struool^ for %\tc witbin tbe

animal Bo^^.

By Philip B. Mason, M.R.C.S., F.L.S.

Read before the Society, Decembey 12th, 1895.

IN the Address to which you did me the honour to

listen at the commencement of our last Session, I

attempted to prove, that men and animals, not only indi-

vidually, but also in communities, are engaged in a ceaseless

struggle for life ; and further, that the condition of the

world at any given moment, represents the momentary

equilibrium produced by the sum of these struggles. From

this I made the deduction, in truth a matter of the easiest

observation, that this condition must and does vary from

moment to moment.

To-night I am again asking your indulgence while I

endeavour to show that what is true of the macrocosm of

the world, is also true of the microcosm of the animal body.

For this purpose I will as shortly, and in words as plain

as possible, sketch the fundamental plan on which the

animal body is constructed, how it increases in complexity

as the scale of animal life is ascended, how it grows, how
it is nourished, and finally, how it is protected from its

enemies, both domestic and foreign. I do this the more

willingly, because the researches of the last few years have

not only opened up new vistas of knowledge, but also

completely revolutionised opinions, held universally but a

short time ago.
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2o6 THE STRUGGLE FOR LIFE.

I intend now to confine myself to the problems of Animal,

ignoring those of Vegetable, life. These in the higher

members of each kingdom differ too widely to be treated

together, I say in the higher members, because the lower

animals and plants approach each other so closely, that it

has been proposed to form a third or intermediate Kingdom

of Nature, the " Protista," to include them both.

The simplest animal consists of a single cell, and the cell

is the unit of the animal body. Every part of the highest

animal, however modified it may be in form, and however

exalted may be the function it subserves, depends for its

origin on one or more cells. In fact every animal has been

at one stage of its existence nothing more or less than a

single cell. As the cell plays a leading part in what I

have to say, I will briefly describe a typical animal cell.

An animal cell is a microscopic mass composed of a sub-

stance named Protoplasm. The cell is generally originally

roundish or ovoid in shape, and under the microscope seems

to be made up of three distinct structures, viz : the Nucleus,

the Cell-contents, and the Cell-wall. Of these the Nucleus

is the essential portion, the others being probably derived

from it, the contents being highly vitalised near the Nucleus,

while they are nearly if not quite dead at the periphery.

Avhere they form the cell-wall.

The simplest forms of animal life consist of a single cell

such as the Monas crepiisculum, this is so minute, that eight

millions of them would only occupy the same space as is

filled by a grain of mustard seed. The Amceba are masses

of protoplasm, constantly varying in shape, and they feed

literally by getting outside their prey, extruding the debris

at any convenient part of the body. I refer to these crea-

tures because I shall have to mention them again in con-

nection with the defence of the structures of the higher

animals from foreign bodies and other harmful particles.

The animal kingdom is divided into two sub-kingdoms,
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THE STRUGGLE FOR LIFE. 225

For there is as true a correlation between the different organs

of the body, and between the different faculties of the mind,

as has been proved to exist between the various forms of

the physical forces of Nature. It is a well-known fact

that it is possible to convert all the physical forces one

into another, and moreover, their exact equivalents in terms

of each other have been determined. Now no dividing line

can be drawn between the purely physical and the vital

forces, since the hfe of the cell can not only be changed into

the motion of a limb and the production of heat, but also

into the process of thought : the chemical combinations of

our food may, therefore, be called the physical basis of the

mind. Nature is one and indivisable, and governs all

bodies, both of the organic and inorganic worlds, and all

the forces of Nature are linked together under a " Reign

of Law."

^h^ ^S^
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IRipon, fountains anb 2)urham.

By R. Churchill.

Read before the Society Jannayy 23yd, 1896.

[condensed.]

RIPON.

T| The inhabitants of the city are pleased to call it

J M [ " Historic Ripon," and it would appear that the fact

of its being built on the banks of a river suggested, in this

very particular instance, its name, as the latin word "ripa"

signified that position. Not that it was, or is, at all

singular to build towns on the banks of a river, but here

we have the distinct fact conveyed by its name. In Anglo-

Saxon times we find it spelt HRYPPUN and HRYPON,
and after that, "RIPUM and RYPON ; still later, and in

fact, until quite recently, RIPPON, and now RIPON.

The word being latin, it indicates a Roman origin, and

within a distance of seven miles Hes the " Iseur " of the

Brigantes, the "Isurium" of t)ie Romans, or the " Bure

"

of the Saxons, now known as Aldborough. There are also,

within a mile, traditional primitive dwellings of the ancient

Britons and evidences of the Druids.

For several centuries its monasteries, churches, schools,

and hospitals, practically constituted the town, but in the

year 66o, Eata the Abbot and other monks founded the

" Scots' Monastery "—supplanted by Wilfred's basilica

—

superseded by a convent of Augustinian canons, afterwards
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RIPON, FOUNTAINS AND DURHAM. 227

converted into a collegiate church, and finally made the

cathedral of the diocese. This Wilfred, whose monastery

and churches far excelled any previously built in England,

lived in sumptuous style, refused to be consecrated by

English bishops, and was eventually deposed and banished.

He was, however, afterwards restored to his former dignity,

and this event is annually commemorated on the first

Saturday in August. The first governors of the town
were called " Wakemen " from the Saxon word "wach"—
to watch and guard—and this word still continues in the

municipal work of the town. Upon the suppression of

Fountains Abbey in 1539, the welfare of the tov/n was
seriously affected, and then the manufacture of spurs and
rowels sprung up, and gave the city a world wide reputa-

tion, insomuch that a spur was adopted as the crest of the

town arms. Its prosperity, however, dwindled until the

1 8th century, but the reconstruction of the diocese in 1836

caused a revival, and now the population is double what it

was in 1801. There are some curious old customs still

extant in this peculiarly old fashioned city, but the limits

of this extract do not permit of further reference.

The cathedral has been restored within the last thirty

years. Why the celebrated architect who was responsible

for this work did not restore the old features instead of

destroying them is a matter of regret. I have been enabled

to obtain some old photographs of the west front, in which
there is positive evidence that he converted the two light

windows into lancets, besides other doubtful improvements.

Perhaps the most interesting feature of the cathedral is the

unfinished central tower, as seen from the interior. The
spire of this tower, which was 120 ft. high, fell in 1660,

having been struck by lightning seven years previously,

and destroyed the greater portion of the choir. The walls

of the nave had also been blown down, and the church
was practically a heap of ruins. A royal edict of Charles II
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232 RIPON, FOUNTAINS AND DURHAM.

15th century work above the roof, but the lower part of

the other two towers is Early English. In 1200 all the

towers were surmounted by dwarf spires.

The great piers of the nave and choir are fine specimens

of Norman incised work, each opposite pair being decorated

spirally and otherwise in similar designs. Other objects of

archaeological interest are the sanctuary knocker on the

north door, and some beautiful old ironwork in the bands

of the south door leading to the cloisters.

It is a matter of regret to note how this cathedral has

suffered under the hands of would-be "restorers" and

" improvers." For what reason a former Dean and Chapter

were allowed to pull down wholesale, features of beautiful

work that can never be replaced, is an enigma requiring

solution : but it is a certainty that the edifice has suffered

more by so-called restoration since 1796 than by natural

decay. The restoration of the east end by W'yatt is

severely criticised by all authorities, and the removal of

four inches of stone from the exterior of the walls is a bar-

barism hardly to be tolerated, resulting, as it has, in the

demolition of the architectural characteristics of the windows,

mouldings and recesses. It was a good thing that at

last public interest was aroused, and steps taken to put an

end to these vandalisms. In the future it is probable that

a proper restoration of vanished buildings may be put in

hand, and that, in any case, a rumoured destruction of the

Galilee may not come to pass.
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^be IRcGiBters of the Iparisb Church

(St flDo^wen'B), Burton*on=*^rent

Transcribed by the Rev. Vicars A. Boyle, M.A., B.C.L.,

Vicar of Burton-on-Trent.

THE MARRIAGE REGISTER, 1538-1686.

(continued from page 130.)

1566. Jan. 13. Richard Carter to Margery Troyt.

,, 20. John Wylsune to Catherine Turner.

,, 26. WilHam Ensune to Yesabell Campyon.

,, 28. William Bladune to Anne Maxwell (?)

Feb. 2. Henry Bolsune to Cateryne Goodcolle.

May 12. William Buckstans to Margyt Gybsune.

June 10. John Thrype to Elsabeth Turner.

,, 15. William Hale to Margery Mery
July 15. Thomas Cowper to Secyly Unsyns (?)

Sep. 22. Wyllyam Harrysune to Issabell Smyth.

,, 23. Jamys Bacar to Catherine Smyth.

,. 23. Henry Smyth to Anne Heys.

Nov. 28. Robert to Alys Orgyll.

,, 30. John Horobyn to Margery Budworth.

Oct. 5. Lenard Ylsley to Alys Cane.

,, 18. Thomas Wast to Margytt Smyth.

,, 31. Robert Hawkins to Alls Dubryg.

Dec. 4. Wylliam Asshane to Ellyn Bacar.

1567. Jan. 20. William Jacsune to Maud Bentley.

,, 26. Watsune to Hensune.

,, 28. John Jacsune to Agnes Bacar.

April 8. John Ossbostun to Margery Townsyng.

May 5. Yedward Vyccars to Anne Mallabar.

,, 27. Henry Yeddyall to Agnes Morecoke.

June 20. Thomas Elkyn to Marger}' Plommer.

Sep. 15. Rychard Budworth to Margery Astyll.
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^be (Brounb'splan of Burton Ub\)c^,

By Henry A. Rye.

Read before the Society, February 13th, 1896.

V
yj I * E are indebted to a writer whose name is unknown,

x3cA» but whose work is dated 1593, for the key to

the knowledge we possess as to the Hfe in, and the various

uses of the monastic offices. The Avork I refer to is "The

Ancient Rites and Monuments of Durham," pubHshed by

Davies in 1672, and Canon Raine in 1844.

Nearly ,all the monastic orders of the West built on the

plan adopted by the Benedictines, which had become fixed

early in the 9th century. This plan seems to have been

taken from that of a Roman country house, the key note

of the monastic plan, hke the villa, being the square enclosed

court with porticos round, which formed the general living

place, and also the approach to the various apartments of

special use, which were grouped round it.

From the first an Abbey was laid down according to a

regular plan : it often took many years to build, and, in

some cases, the work round the cloister spread over one

hundred years or more.

The ordinary course was for the Monks, on settling in

any spot, to make a temporary wooden building or shelter,

clear the ground, and set out their future house as they

hoped to build it, setting up temporary wooden buildings

in the place of the permanent ones, which were then built
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THE GROUND-PLAN OF BURTON ABBEY. 243

as the means of the house or generosity of its benefactors

allowed. The course of the building was not exactly the

same with all orders, but the church always came first,

the Benedictines generally built its eastern half first, as they

did at Burton. Then they began the cloister and regular

buildings round it ; if the nave was not finished, enough of

its wall next to the north walk of the cloister was built, to

allow of the completion of the cloister. Next came the

east walk with chapter house and monks' dorter ; next the

south walk with frater and kitchens ; finishing with the

west walk, usually occupied by the Abbots' house in

Benedictine Abbeys. If the church had not been finished

it was usual to complete this next. Then came the infirmary

built towards the east, and then the buildings of the outer

court towards the west, guest house, workshops, stables, &c.

Many of these often remained only as wooden or half-

timber buildings to the time of the suppression.

In dealing with a monastic plan we must first try and

find which was the approach, for upon this, in a great

measure, the arrangement depended ; for instance, at Durham

the approach was from the east, instead of west which was

more usual, and in using the Ancient Rites as a guide we

must bear this in mind, for the normal arrangement was

there in a great measure reversed. The parlour and Priors'

lodgings being at the east, as more accessible to strangers,

while the dorter, common house, and infirmary were on the

west for the opposite reason. Burton followed the more

usual plan, as the ruins of the Abbey gate, opposite the end

of New Street, show that the approach was from the west.

THE CHURCH.
Of this noble building we have nothing left above ground,

and very little seems to have been done in the excavations

that were undertaken by this Society to make a plan that

could have been w'orked up. Shaw's plan (plate I, fig. i,)

said to be from one at Beaudesert, is of great value, but it

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



2=6 THE GROUND-PLAN OF BURTON ABBEY.

in the roof. It was a stone building from the ground

to the first floor, and was then a half-timbered building

with a very fine open timber roof (plate III, fig. i). The

timbers are of oak, very massive, and from the form and

mouldings of about the same date as the chapel, or a

little earher. This may have been the house of the Far-

merer or Master of the infirmary. Unfortunately, we have

nothing left to show the connection of the buildings with

the main building, but I have no doubt if excavations were

carried out on the west side, we should be able to clear

up the whole plan.

All the buildings we have before glanced at have been

situated within the inner court, the wall of which, separ-

ating it from the outer court, is still standing, and runs at

the south side of the Market Hall, from the garden wall of

what is now called The Abbey, nearly to the Abbey Gate,

opposite the end of New Street ; and the precinct wall

branches out of it at right angles and runs along the west

boundary wall of Mr. Smith's garden, part of it being in

his passage ; it would then return and join the south wall

of the church.

The Precinct wall may be seen more or less perfect run-

ning from the Abbey Gate down Lichfield Street, Abbey

Street, and returning along Fleet Street down to the river.

THE ABBEY GATE.
The basements of which remain, is given in a drawing

in Shaw, and remains much as it was in his time. We
have the date of this building in the Chronicle. William

Mathew (1424-1430) laid the first stone of the south part

of the Abbey gate. Shaw calls this the south gate of the

Abbey, which makes a very different thing of it. Ralph

Henley (1432- 1454) built the north side of the Abbey gate,

not the north gate as Shaw has it. The two parts were

connected by a big arch, as at Repton, having a small

arched doorway on the north side, as shewn by the spring-

ers of the arches.
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THE GROUND-PLAN OF BURTON ABBEY. 257

Within the walls as above described was the outer

court of the Abbey ; this would contain many of the build-

ings that we have notice of but of which the sites have

passed away.

The stone house near the church, for the reception of the

poor, given, not built, by Laurence, Abbot, 1229-1260, may

have been the " synagog," or large hall, pulled down by

John Ibstocke, (1348-1366). In this case he would have

removed, what to them was equal to our casual ward,

within the precinct's wall. It must have been outside

before, which was very unusual, and most likely was only

a temporary make-shift. John P"isher, (1305- 13 16), made

the long edifice near the Abbey gate which looks like the

guest house : there are ruins showing where this stood.

From the Gresley Charters we learn there was an arbi-

tration about a grey horse of the Abbot's that a certain

biiliff broke into the guest stable and took away, 1397.

Ralph Henley, 1432- 1454, pulled down (Shaw says built)

the guest house stable and the winter hall.

John Fisher, (1305-1316), also built " Helle "— this may have

been one of the Abbot's chambers, as we have a Jerusalem

chamber at Westminster, so named from the paintings on

the wall, which was the Abbot's withdrawing room, and in

the Palace of Westminster there were two rooms called

"Heaven" and "Hell" from similar wall paintings. I am

told that in the times of the Great Rebellion there was an

incident when some of the officers of the Cromwellian

party were attending a debate in the house, and their men
" sat drinking in hell."

The entry going into the Dean's Hall would no doubt be

part of the Abbot's house, most likely the outer part of the

outer parlour. The "Gret Chamber" may have been part of

the guest house, and I believe this was so, for the next

entry is the " Kyng's Chamber." The "Rites" describing the

the guest hall says " This haule is a goodly brave place,
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258 THE GROUND-PLAN OF BURTON ABBEY.

much like unto the body of a Church with verey fair pillers

supporting yt on ether syde, and in the mydest of the haule

a most large rannge for the fyer. The chambers and

lodginges belonging to yt weare swetly keept, and so richly

furnyshed that they weare not unpleasant to ly in, espec-

ially one chamber called the Kyngs Chamber, deservinge

that name, in that the King him selfe myght verie well

have lyne in yt, for the princelynes thereof."

Before I close this paper I must acknowledge my indebt-

edness to all those who have assisted me in its preparation.

My thanks are first due to Mr. G. L. Blackhall, of the

Abbey, for his great kindness in permitting me to roam at

pleasure about his most interesting house and grounds. I

have also to thank Dr. C. Perks for permitting me to use

his plan of the excavations carried out under his supervision
;

and last, but not least, Mr. Robert Thornewill, J. P., for

much information and assistance, which he alone was

capable of giving. Finally, I must not omit to mention

the debt I owe to Mr. J. T. Micklethwaite, F.S.A., and

Mr. W. St. John Hope, F.S.A., who first encouraged me
in the study of the monastic plan, and to whose able

teaching anything that may be of value in this paper

is to be attributed.

^5^ ^5^
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IRote on 1600 Xonoifrone/

TTTHE fragment of bone, the subject of this note, was

J ^ L turned up in February, 1896, in the course of

excavations for building purposes in Bass & Go's. Middle

Yard. It was resting on a bed of clay about 9 feet below

the surface; immediately above it was a bed of peat about

2| feet thick, then 2 feet of blue clay, above which was

principally made ground. There was evidence of an old

river course having existed here. An old oak tree in good

preservation and perfectly black was found in the peat,

lying from S.E. to N.W. ; hazel-nuts were albO found,

apparently perfect, but crumbling to pieces when touched.

The lowest bed of clay rested on a bed of sand and gravel

of considerable depth. Dr. Mason sent the fragment to

Prof. W. Boyd Dawkins, F.R.S., and his opinion on it was

as follows: "The enclosed is the distal end of the meta-

tarsal bone of hind foot of Ox, probably large domestic

Bos longifi'ons, cut with a metal saw."

Bos longifyons was, at the time of the Roman invasion,

common in a wild state, and probably also domesticated, all

over this country, and was hunted and largely used for food.

Its remains have been found in great profusion in many
places, especially in the Irish bogs and the Fen districts.

*For the details of this interesting find we are indebted to Mr. J. J.

Hunter. The explanatory note is by Dr. P. B. Mason, and was read at a

Meeting of the Society on 12th March, 1896, when the fragment was
exhibited.
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260 NOTE ON BOS LONGIFRONS.

sometimes associated with Roman antiquities, sometimes

with the great Irish Elk, or even with the much earlier

extinct Carnivora. Although once so common, this Ox

does not appear to have been the ancestor of our present

breeds of cattle. Owen has suggested that the Romans

imported an already domesticated breed, thinking this an

easier process than to tame afresh the wild indigenous race.

Bos longrifrons was a smaller animal than the present

domesticated ox, and may possibly be the ancestor of the

small dark breeds of Wales and Scotland. It must not be

comfounded with the great wild ox of this country, the

Urus of Caesar (Bos primigenius), which was almost cer-

tainly extinct, at all events in the Southern portions of

these islands in pre-historic times. This latter is considered

by some to be the ancestor, by crossing with domesticated

cattle, of the Chillingham and Chartley breeds of wild white

cattle.

Those who have been in Dublm may remember that the

Rotunda is ornamented on the outside with a ring of the

skulls of Bos longifrons sculptured in stone.
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Some 2)ocument0 from the Burton

lpari0b dheet.

By the late T. Knowles, M.A., and A. J.
Lvle.

A short Abstract of a Paper read before the Society 20th March, 1884.

TTTTHE Documents were numbered for reference.

J ^ L No I is an account of money laid out in paving in

the year 1607.

No. 2 is a receipt dated 30th March, 1607, from John

Hawkes and Jerome Horrobin to John Mould, of Orton-on-

the-Hill, due to the school of Burton-on-Trent, and signed

by George Spurret.

No. 3 is a similar document dated 12th December, 1607.

The school referred to is the Burton Grammar School.

No. 4 (undated) is headed " Money lade out att the

Commission." The Commission probably met to arrange

for the collection of a subsidy. A quart of sack costs I2d.,

and a quart of claret 8d., and the dinner of 12 persons is

charged 8/- It is stated that the bill was discharged by

the " Town's Masters."

No. 5 is a warrant dated 14th September, 1630, ordering

one of the constables at Burton-on-Trent to bring two

persons to Stafford to give evidence.

No. 6 (undated) is " A note of the charges for the carriage

of our armour to Lichfield, and the charges of ourselves

and soldiers, and other things."
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THE WEATHER OF ti

Like so many recent years the year which has just closed is

remarkable for a deficiency of rainfall ; in other respects its weather

record does not show anv abnormal feature.

MEAN SHADE TEMPERATURE.
Means for 18

Jan.
Feb.
Mch.
April

May

39'9
39-2

42-9

46-5
51-8

June 59-4

July
Aug.
Sept.

Oct.
Nov.
Dec.

59"9

55'9
54'6

43'3
39-2

387

Averages of
1876-1805.

36-1

38-6

40* I

44"5
50-1

56-5

59'2

587
54"5
46-8

42'0

3y3

Difference of i8
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The rainfall up to the end of August only amounted to lO'Si in.,

this being the smallest fall in the first eight months of the year
during our record. The fall in the last four months was nearly as
much, io-o6 in The nearest approach to this record was in 1887,
when the fall in the first eight months was 11-02.; in that year,
however, the last four months only produced 7-70 in., the total for
the year thus only reaching 1872 in., 2 inches less than last year's
total, and the smallest year's fall in our record.

There has been in the past year one "absolute drought," viz:
the 18 days from ist to i8th May. The period from 17th April to
20th May was a " partial drought," only o 30 in. of rain falling

in the 34 days.

The maximum temperature in the sun i38'9° was reached on
July 6th, the maximum in the shade 8i-8° on June 15th and i6th.
The minimum in the shade, iq'q", occured on November 6th, the
maximum exposed on the grass, iS'i", on February 27th.

The shade temperature exceeded 70^ on 40 da\s, 80" being
exceeded on 6 days.

There were 1 20 frosty nights during the year. The last frost of
the winter 1895-96 occurred on May 25th, and the first of the
winter 1896-97 on September 21st.

South-westerly winds have, as usual, been most prevalent,
having blown on 73 days. The year has in this district been
remarkably free trom destructive gales, and there has been very
little snow and few thunderstorms.

NOTES ON THE MONTHS.
January.—A very mild and dr}' month. The Barometer was

unusually high, the reading on the 9th (30-96 in.) being, with the
exception of a doubtful one of 3i'07 in January, 1882, the highest
within our record. There were 9 frosts in the shade and 14 on the
grass, but no snow fell.

February was ver}^ dry and fairly mild. There were 11 frosts

in the shade and 16 on the grass, but no falls of snow. The
barometer was again unusually high. A gale from the S. occurred
on the 7th.

March was mild and rainy. Gales occurred on 5 da\-s, chiefl)'

from W. and S.W. Thunder and lightning occurred on the 24th.
There were five frosts in the shade and 10 on the grass, but no snow
fell.

April was mild and dr}-, the rain nearly all fell between the
9th and the 17th. There were 11 frosts on the grass but only one
in the shade. A gale from the N.W. blew on the 13th.

May.—A warm and excessively dry month, being the dryest
May in our record. Rain fell on 3 days only, the 19th, 21st, and
22nd. The shade temperature exceeded 70' on 6 days. There were
no frosts in the shade but 10 on the grass, the low reading of 23'8''

occurring on the 21st.
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^be iflora of Burton=»on*'^rcnt an&

Bciobbourboot).

Compiled by the Botanical Section.

Part II.—ROSACEiE TO CAPRIFOLIACE.E.

Note.—Since the first part of this Flora was published

an interesting addition to our sources of information has

come into our hands through the kindness of Mr. Edwin

A. Brown. This consists of a series of lists contained in a

port-foho formerly belonging to the late Mr. Edwin Brown,

and labelled " Fauna and Flora lists of Trent district "
; the

contents of the port-folio were intended to form the basis

of a work on the Natural History of the basin of the

Trent, a scheme which was however never carried out.

The date of the collection appears to be 1864- 1866, but

many of the records contained in the lists are of a much
earlier date.

The following are the lists which contain records of use

in this Flora :

—

Quoted as
Notes " Extracted from a copy of Hit fsoiii Fl. Atiglica ed. 2, once"|

the property of the Rev. T. Gisborne, of Yoxall Lodge, by
|_ ^ . ,

C. C. Babington, 1864" (many of these notes are dated, the/
^'^"o*""^-

dates ranging from 1791 to 1794,) J

List by W. Birch, Barton-under-Needwood (undated) Bitch.

"Plants found about Calke Abbey." By the Rev. A. Bloxaml „,
(undated). |

^^oxam.

" Plants of S. Derbyshire and adjoining parts of Leicestershire." \ „ ,

By the Rev. W. H. Purchas (1858-1865) /
^"'''^''^^

" Flora of the neighbourhood of Derby." By the Rev. H. H."\ „ „ ,,.

Crewe and Joseph Whitaker (1864) / ^ °^ ^

We have also to add to the list of works quoted
" The Flora of Warwickshire." By J. E. Bagnall, A.L.S. (1891) J.B.
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