
i

TRANSACTIONS
OF THE

B U R T O N - O N - T R E N T
N A T U R A L  H I S T O R Y  A N D
ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY,

WITH

ANNUAL REPORTS, BALANCE
SH E E TS, &c.,

FOR SESSIONS 1910-11, 1911-12, 1912-13.

E dited by

G. H. STORER, F.Z.S.

Volume VII.
1914.

BU RTO N -ON -TREN T:

Burton Publishing Company, Ltd.,
Horninglow Street.

1914.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



BURTON-ON-TRENT

N A T U R A L  H I S T O R Y

— AND —

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY.

A N N U A L  REPORT,
BALANCE SHEET,

&c., &c.,

TOR THE

YEARS ENDING SEPTEMBER 30th,

1911, 1912, 1913.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



]II
PAST PRESIDENTS.

1876- 77— S. EVERSHED, Esq., M.P.
1877- 7 8 -  „ „  „
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1879- 80-H . G. TOMLINSON. Esq.
1880- 81 -  W. MOLYNEUX, Esq.
1881- 82- R .  THORNEWILL, Esq.
1882- 83—0. O’SULLIVAN, Esq., F.R.S.
1883- 8 4 -R ev. C. F. THORNEWILL, M.A., F.E.S.
1884- 85 -Hon. G. H. ALLSOPP, M.P.
1885- 8 6 -  J. T. HARRIS, Esq.
1886 87 —
1887- 8 8 - HORACE T. BROWN, Esq , L.L.D., F.R.S.
1888- 8 9 -  . „
1889- 90—P. B. MASON, Esq , J.P., M.R.O.S., F.L.S.
1890- 01 —
1891- 92 -T. KNOWLES, Esq., M.A
1892- 93 —
1893- 94 - G. HARRIS MORRIS, Esq., PIi.D., F.I.O.
1894- 95- P .  B. MASON, Esq., J.P., M.R.C.S., F.L.S.
1895- 96 -F. E. LOTT, Esq., Assoc.R.S.M., F.I.O.
1896- 9 7 -
1897- 98—ROBERT MOXON, Esq.
1898- 9 9 -
1899 1 9 0 0 -JAMES O’SULLIVAN, Esq., F.I.O.
1900- 1901— „
1901- 1902 —G. MORLAND DAY, Esq.
1902- 1 9 0 3 - „  „
1903- 1904-O H AS. G. MATTHEWS, Esq., F.I.C., F.O.S.
1904- 1905— „
1905- 1900—B. L. OSWELL, Esq.
1906- 1 9 0 7 - „
1907- 1908—G. H. STORER, Esq., F.Z.S.
1908- 1909 -  ,, „
1909- 1910—FRANCIS THOMPSON, Esq., J.P.
1910- 1 9 1 1 - „  . „  „  „
1911- 1912— Sin REGINALD HARDY, Bart., M.A.
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OFFICERS OF TH E SOCIETY.

IV

Siu R eginald Hardy, Bart., M.A.
E. A. Brown, Esq.
L. J. T)ay, Esq.
F. E. Lott, Esq., Assoc. R.S.iVI., F.I.C.
R. Moxon, Esq,
B. L. Os welt. , E sq.
G. H. Stoker, Esq., F .Z.S ,
J. O ’Sullivan, Esq., F.I.O.
F rancis T hompson, E sq., J.P.
C. Hanson, J unk., Esq. (Chairman of Natural, History Section) .
0. G. Maitiiews, E sq., F.I.O., F.C.S. ( Chairman, of Literary Section) .

Hon. Treasurer:
Read Samrle, E sq.

Hon. Auditor :
F. E. P. F orster, Esq.

Hon. Secretaries :
Mr. G. S elkirk Hollister, B.So., F.G.S., Scalpclill Road. 
Dr. A. Slator, F.I.C.

1912-1913.

President :
ARTHUR It. STERN, E sq ., D.So., F.I.C.

Vice-Presidents :

Hon. Librarian :
Mr. A. Cuddeford

Hon. Excursion Secretary :
Mr. G. II. W illiamson.

Committee :
Mr. F. W A ndrews.
„ R. MoOkeath.
„ D. R. F ergusson.

Mr. J. E. Nowers.
„ W. Odling., F.I.C.
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V

Report of the Natural History and
Archaeological Society,

Report for Year ending September 30th, 1911.

Your Committee has great pleasure, in presenting its Annual 
Report, for tlie 35t,h Session of the Society's existence. The Report 
shows that the Society is in a sound condition in every way.

The total membership is now : lion. Members 12, Members 162, 
Associates 26. During the year 12 new members and 3 associates 
have been elected, while 14 members and 3 associates have, resigned, 
the greater number through leaving the town or being away at 
school.

The balance at the Bank is .£31) Is 5d.

The following meetings were held during the Winter: Five General, 
Five biterary, Four Natural Histoiy, fourteen in all.

The average attendance was 3d, as against. A 0 in the previous 3,oar.

It is hoped that this number will be greatly exceeded in the 
coming Session, and that the membership will also increase.

The meetings were :—

1910. Attendance.
Oct. 21—Goneral. President's Address. “ Tho Birds of mv Garden ” ... 52
„ 28—Natural Histoiy. “  Mendel and his Work.” B. L. Oswell ... 27

Nov. 11—Literary. ” Birds of Aristophanes.” A. J. Lyle ... ... 35
,, 25—Natural History. "A Fungus Hunter’s Year ” T. Gibbs ... 31

Dec. 2—General. “ Croxdon Abbey.” Rev. F. A. Hibbert, M.A. ... 21)
„ 16—Literary. “ Primitive Man.” H. Bax ... ... ... ... 33
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XI

Burton-on-Trent Natural History and
Archaeological Society.

Report for the Year ending Sept 30th, 1912-

Your Committee desires to present the Annual Report upon 
the activities of the Society for its 36th Session, and considers that 
the members are to be congratulated upon the continued prosperity 
which attends it.

The total membership is now: lion. Members 12, against 12 
last year ; Members 160, against 162 ; Associates 23, against 26.

During the year 16 new members and 1 associate have been 
elected ; while 14 members and 2 associates have been lost to the 
Society through resignation, removal, and death.

The balance at the bank is .£30 6s. 1 Od.

The following meetings were held during the Winter: Six 
General, Five Literary, Five Natural History, One Popular Lecture, 
total 17, as against 14 in the previous year.

They were as follows : —
1911. Attendance.

Oct. 20—Presidental Address.
“ Boolcs and the Book of Books.” —Sir Reginald Hardy, M.A. ... 45

„ 27—Literary—■“ Sot. 1. and the Book of Hours and the Book of Gates ”—
W. Hoivarth 28

Nov. 1 0 - Nat. History—“ The Marlborough (N 2) Sounds, with special
reference to Captain Cook’s Visits ”—I1’. W. Andrews 39

„ 17—Nat. History—“ Caverns, their origin and beauties ” —
(I. S. Hollister, B.Sc., F.G.S. 54

24— Gen. — ' Recent Discoveries at Uepton ” if t r  v
Nether Hall, The Blount Family and 43

Lady Paulett’s Almshouses” - 1 ^  APPlel)y 
Dec. 8—Literary —“ Pictures in Palestine ” —Miss Streot ... ... 27
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XIV

Report of the Committee for the year ending
Sept. 30th, 1913.

Your Committee lias much pleasure in presenting the annual 
report for the 37th Session.

The total number of members is now 204, consisting of 12 hon. 
members, 170 members, and 22 associates. During the year 15 
members and 1 associate have been elected, whilst 9 members and 
3 associates have resigned. Your Committee specially regret the 
resignation of one of the original members of the Society, Mr. J. E. 
Nowers, who has recently left the town. In recognition of the large 
amount of work he has done for the Society, they recommend his 
election as an honorary member of the Society.

With a balance in the bank of £43 15s. Oil., your Committee 
feel that they can afford to publish and present to each member of 
the Society the next Volume of Transactions. A Sub-committee, 
with Mr.G.H.Storcr as Editor, has been appointed to arrange for this 
publication.

During the year 15 meetings were held, consisting of

Fivo General Meetings, average attendance ... ... 50
Six Literary ,, ,, „ ... ... 39
Four Natural History „ ,, ... ... 42

191*1. attendance.
Oct. 18—Animal General Meeting—President’s Address, “ Soil ” ... ... 56
Nov 1 —Literary. “ Through tlie Holy Land with tfie Camera”—Miss Street 52 
Nov. 15— Nat. History. “ Fish-life as revealed by the Camera "—

Mr. C. Hanson, jun. 41
„ 29 — “ Rugeley in oarly Georgian Times Mr. C. M. Cockin, F.G.S. ... 44

Doc. 13—Literary. “ The Call of the Mountains”—
Mr. C.G. Matthews, F.LC. 33
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XIX

LIST OF M EM BER S, 1912-13.

HONORARY MEMBERS.
BAKER, G., Rozol Road, St. Jacques, Guernsey.
BOYLE, Rev. VICARS A., M A.., Rortslade Vic.aragc, Brighton.
BROWN, ADRIAN J., M.Sc., F.l.C., West Heath House, Northiiehl, 

Worcestershire.
BROWN, HORACE T., LL D„ F.R.S., F.G.S., 52, Nevern Square, 

Kensington, S.W.
DAWKINS, W. BOYD, M.A,, F.R.S., F.G.S., Owous College, Manchester. 
GIBBS, T., Bridge House, Wirkswortli.
MARTTN, T.C., 44, Whito Ladies’ Road, Clifton, Bristol.
MELLO, Rev. J.M , F.G.S , Cliff Hill, Warwick.
NOWF.RS, .1. !£., 6, East Mount Crescont, Haughton Road, Darlington. 
RYE, H.A., The Hayes, Bakewell.
THOBNEWILL, Rov.C.F., M.A., F.E.S., 15, St. Margaret’s Road, Oxford. 
TRIPP, C. U., M.A., F.R. Mot. Soc., Penloat Altaniuni, Launceston.

MEMBERS.

Anglesey, Most Hon. Marquess of 
Abrahams, E.
Androws, F. W.
Appleby, G.
Axon, Miss D.
Bairstow, F.
Barratt, C. W.
Bartlett, G.
Bartlett, Mrs. G.
Batkin, J. ’I’ .
Reach Miss 
Beck, H.
Bence, H., B.A.
Bernard, M rs 
Bloodworth, J.
Bradbury, II. K „ M R C.S., L.R.C.P. 
Bradbury, Mrs. II. K.
Brittain, W.
Brittain, Mrs. W..L.LA.
Brooke, Waltor 
Brown, E. A.
Brown, Miss M.

Beaudesert
212, Ashby1 Road

... 180, Ilorninglow Street 
The Green, Barton-under-Noodwood

89, Malvern Street 
47, Malvern Street

39, Oak Street 
88, Malvern Street

“ Ferndale,” Branstono Road 
The High School 

238, Branstone Road
10. Clay Street 
Osborno Street

96, Belvedere Road 
... 181, Horninglow Street

... Ravenscrolt, Staponhill

Woodbridge, Suffolk 
c/o Lloyds Bank, High Street 

69, Shobnall Street
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XXVI

LIBRARY.

BOTANICAL SECTION.
TITLE. AUTHOR.

L indley

Balfour
1 School Botany
2 Manual of Botany
3 Elements of Botany
I  Handbook of the British Flora Bentham

n

5 Elementary Botany ... ... ... ... ... Gudgeon

6 Useful Plants o f Great Britain ... ... Johnson and Soweruy
7 Popular History of British Ferns ... ... ... Moore
8 & 9 British Mosses, Volumes 1 and 2 ... ... ... Tbivi*

10 Popular History of British Mosses ... ... . ..  Stark
11 Synopsis of British Mosses ... ... ... Hobkirk
12 Flora of Derbyshire ... . ..  R ev. W. H. P ainter
13 Flora of West Yorkshire ... Y orkshire Naturalists’ Union
14 Flora of Repton ... ............... G arney and others
15 Lectures on the Physiology of Plants . . ... Sachs
16 Flora of Warwickshire ... ... ... J. E. Bagnall
17 Flora o f Leicestershire ... ... F. T. Mott and others

18-24. The Grevillea, 1872 to 1889 ... ... ... ------
25 Handbook of British Fungi .. ... ... Cooke
26 29 British Fungi Flora ... ... ... G eo. Massee
30 British Fungi ... ... ... ... ... „
31 British Diseomycetes ........................................  PHiLLirs
32 British Mosses (Illustrated Guide) ... ... J ameson
34 British Uredineie and IJstilaginere ... . . . P lowright
35 British Mycetozoa Guide ... ... ... British Museum
36 British Fungi Guide (Sowerby’s Models) ... ., ,,
37 Dialogues on Botany ... ... ... ... ------

GEOLOGICAL SECTION.
51 Elements of Metallurgy ...
52 Elomentary Course of Geology
53 Students’ Elements of Geology

PllILLII’S
A nsted

L yell
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XXXIV
18 Method of Taking Phenological Observations ... Mawi.ky
19 Staffordshire Aculeate Hymenoptera ... ... Rbv. J oukpain
20 Burton-on-'l'rent Weatlier Reports, 1897 to 1899
21 The Lepidoptera of Derbyshire ... ... Rf.v. Joumuin
22 Burton Abbey : General Plan
23 Plates to Burton Abbey
24 Presidential Address —Australian Association, 1902
25 Ordnance Map of Burton and District
26 Sketches in Burton ... ... ... ... Mu. Bodkn
27 Catalogue of Ancient Remains Found at Stapenhill, 1881
28 Burton Abbey Dissolution Inventories
29 A First List of Derbyshire Agarics ... ... Mu. T. Ginns
30 ,, ,, ,, ,, (continued) ,,
31 Mycological Notes on the Seasons, 1909-1910 ,,

SOCIETIES WITH WHOM PUBLICATIONS ARE
EXCHANGED.

Derbyshire Archaeological and Natural History Society.
Leicestershire Philosophical and Literary Society.
Birmingham Natural History and Philosophical Society. 
Birmingham and Midland Institute and Scientific Society.
Elisha Mitchell Scientific Society.
Nottingham Naturalists’ Society.
Southport Society of Natural Science 
Marlborough College Natural History Society.
Warwickshire Field Club.
Hull Scientific and Field Naturalists’ Club.
North Staffordshire Field Club 
The Yorkshire Philosophical Society 
The Liverpool Botanical Society.
The Connecticut Academy of Arts and Sciences.
The Torquay Natural History Society.
The Royal Academy of History and Antiquities (Stockholm)
The Holmesdale Natural History Club.
The Dulwich College Scientific Society.
The Sheffield Naturalists’ Club.
The Hastings and St. Leonard’s Natural History Society.
The British Association.
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XXXV
The Midland Railway Natural History Society.
The Vale o£ Derwent Natural History Society.

Complete sets and parts of the Burton Transactions can be 
obtained on application to the Hon. Gen. Secretary at the following 
prices : —

Complete Set ... 15/6
Parts—Vol. I. ... 3/6

Vol. II. ... 1/-
Vol. III. Part 1 1/-
Vol. III. Part 2 1/-
Vol. III. Part 3 1 /-
Vol. IV. Part 1 11-
Vol. IV. Part 2 1/6
Vol. V. Part 1 I /-
Vol. V. Part 2 1/.
Vol. VI. ... 2/0
Vol. VII. ... 2/6

Transactions from other Societies are now available for use of 
Members; both these series are of an extremely interesting and 
valuable nature, and will well repay the closest study.

The Library has been enlarged by gifts of books from the 
Trustees of the British Museum, Mrs. Mason, Sir Reginald Hardy, 
Mr. W Walters, Mr. Smith, Rev. F. A. Hibbert, Mr. T. Gibbs, while 
many others have been purchased.

Further gifts will be received with thanks by the Members of 
Committee; or can be sent to Hon. Librarian, Mr. A. Cuddeford, 
70, Derby Road.
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The Vernon Monuments.

B y Hhnry A. R ye.

Read before the Burton-on-Trent Natural History and 
Archaeological Society, March 31st, 1911.

“ The Church was old and grey, with ivy clinging to the walls, 
“ and round the porch. Tt, was a very quiet place, as such a place 
“ should be, save for the cawing of the rooks, who had built their 
“ nests among the branches of some tall old trees.

“ Let us wait here,” rejoined Nell, “ the gate is open. We will sit 
“ in the church porch till you come back.”

“ A good place, too,” said the schoolmaster, placing his port­
manteau on the stone seat.

“ It was a very aged, ghostly place. The church had been built 
“ many hundreds of years ago, and had once had a convent or 
“ monastery attached ; for arches in ruins, remains of oriel windows, 
“ and fragments of blackened walls were yet standing. They 
“ admired everything —the old grey porch, the mullioned windows, 
“ the venerable gravestones dotting the green churchyard, the 
“ ancient tower, the very weathercock, the brown thatched roofs of the 
“ cottage, barn, and homestead, peeping from among the trees; the 
“ stream that rippled by the distant water-mills, the blue Welsh 
“ mountains far away.” (Dickens': “ Old Curiosity Shop.” )

So wrote Charles Dickens of Tong, a Church in Shropshire, and 
his description is most accurate, except that the ivy, thank goodness, 
has been cleared away, and there was no convent or monastery 
attached to the church. It was a Collegiate church, with a College 
for live priests and two clerks and thirteen poor to be maintained by 
the College — seven of which so infirm that they could not help them-
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The Blount Family, Nether Hall, and
Lady Paulet’s Almshouses.

By G eoiioe A ppleuy.

Head before the Society November 24th., 1911.

P A R T  I — T H E  B L O U N T  F A M IL Y .

“ No longer Blount tho view could boar:
By heaven and all its saints! 1 swear 
T will not see it lost.”

—  Mammon.

In looking over the past history of Burton, and trying to find 
out what sort of people trod its narrow streets in years past, what 
their character and pursuits were, or what records exist of their 
industry, or taste, or piety, the name of Blount appears oftenev and 
towers above all its contemporaries.

Old deeds, old charters and records of church history contain 
many allusions to this powerful feudal family, and I have 
endeavoured to give, within the limits of a short paper, and as 
clearly and concisely as possible, some account of the doings of this 
old-time Burton family.

Sir Oswald Moseley, in his interesting and valuable History of 
Tutbury, from which book many of these notes are taken, tells us 
that as early as A.l"). 1297 Barton, in the county of Derby, with its 
Church, was held by John de Bakepuze, and the village was known 
as Barton Bakepuze. William, son of Geoffrey de Gresley, who 
represented the county of Derby in the 28th and 29th Edward I. 
(A.D. 1.300), and who was the first of that family to receive 
the honour of knighthood, married Elizabeth, daughter of John 
Bakepuze, lord of Barton,
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29

Additional Notes on Lady Paulet and her
Benefactions.

The portrait of Lady Paulet, which forms the frontispiece of this 
Volume of the Society’s Transactions, is reproduced from a photo­
graph of the original painting at Trinity College, Oxford, by the kind 
permission of the President, the Rev. H. E. Douglas Blakiston, B.I).

The photographer’s description of the original painting is as 
follows : —

“ The figure is three-quarter length, standing slightly to the 
left. Red head-dress trimmed with pearls; white standing collar ; 
black gown with red sleeves and petticoat; pearl necklace girdle and 
trimming to the sleeves. Dark background. Panel 35 x 2(>£.”

I t has been suggested to me that a short resume of the facts 
already made public in reference to Lady Paulet’s benefactions, and 
not discussed in the foregoing articles, might be of interest, and 
would fitly supplement the original matter contained in Mr. Appleby’s 
most interesting paper. It was also pointed out that in bringing 
togethor what little is known of the charitable acts of this remark­
able woman, the Society would be doing a good work, and thus help 
to perpetuate the memory of one of Burton’s early, perhaps earliest, 
benefactresses.

For much that follows, the Editor is indebted to the local histo­
ries of Molyneux and Wesley—the former of whom was one of the 
original founders of this Society and occupied the Presidential chair 
in 1880 and 1881. ( V i d e :  Transactions: Burton-on—Trent Natural 
History and Archaeological Society, Vol. VI, p. G.

The site of the Alms—or Bede House— in the Swine Market, 
was originally occupied by two tenements, which were pulled down, 
and the Almshouse erected in 1593.
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31

Our Summer Migrants.

By Ohakles H anson, J une

Read before the Natural History Section, February 9th, 1912.

The arrival in the springtime of the birds which spend the 
summer with us seems to awaken a certain amount of interest in the 
majority of people, and to some it is an annual source of pleasure.

Practically all birds migrate—some going greater distances than 
others, while some dp not leave this country ; others travel as far as 
Africa and Southern Europe, etc. Tn the northern hemisphere they 
migrate northwards in the spring and southwards in the autumn. 
Few, if any, species are absolutely stationary in their habits—even 
tlie sparrows betake themselves to the cornfields at harvest-time.

The impulse to migrate may be, and possibly is, inherited, but 
the successful accomplishment of the journey depends on other 
factors.

How do birds find their way across so many miles of land and 
sea ? The theory of instinct may be very pretty and very attractive, 
but it is not supported by logic or by facts.

They probably fly by svj/U, aided by a very retentive memory, 
exercising keen powers of observation and aptitude for recognising 
landmarks.

The habit of migrating across places which are now seas was 
probably acquired when those areas were dry land. There are few, if 
any, instances of migration across deep and ancient seas.

'The punctuality of their arrival in certain spots year after year 
is most remarkable, and in this fact the wind probably has the 
greatest influence.
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A VISIT TO THE IIOMAN WALL 49
excavated masses lie on. the brink How the Romans managed to 
dislodge the huge blocks is truly a marvel ; one stone alone must 
weigh at least thirteen tons. In the fosse itself will be seen a mass 
of stone which, has not been dislodged from its bod. On its upper 
surface are still the holes intended for the wedges, but for some 
reason the wedges were never driven home, and there the mass of 
rock remains unmoved to this day.

What wonderful men these Romans were ! What engineers ! Can 
we beat them ? I think not. W ell! all good things must end, and 
we had to retrace our steps, and arrived at the George Hotel (a 
noted resort of fishermen) in the dark, had some tea, and then took 
the train back to Hawick, where we arrived soon after seven o’clock, 
having spent thirteen hours in seeing the Roman Wall

One word before I close. You who have not read Kipling's 
“ Puck of Pook’s Hill,” got it and read it, and I think you will enjoy 
it as much aB I did.
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50

Rugeley in Early Georgian Times.

By GEORGE M. COCKIN, F.G.S.

Read before the Society, Nov. 29th, 1912.

The history of the old Staffordshire Town of Rugeley during 
the first half of the 18th Century consists largely in a study of the 
social life of the period. No events of great national importance 
occurred, but in reviewing the conditions under which our fore­
fathers lived and in considering their virtues and failings we are 
enabled to realise, in comparison with our own times, the advance 
which has been made in our national life.

The days of King George take us back nearly 200 years ; a 
particularly interesting period of our history, because in it lingered 
all the ignorance of mediaeval times, and succeeding it was born 
that wonderful development in population and industrial activity 
which caused the growth of Modern England. It was a critical 
period of our National History, because at Queen Anne’s death in 
1714 passed away the last of our Sovereigns who could claim direct 
descent from the Stuarts, and with King George I. came in the 
House of Brunswick, a race of Kings looking at first unpromising— 
almost forbidding—but which has proved a blessing to our country 
in that it has given us “  Victoria the Good,” “ Edward the Peace­
maker,’’ and his Most Gracious Majesty King George V.

King George I. was not the sort of person one would have 
chosen for a King, and during the 13 years of his reign he did not 
grow in the esteem nor in the affection of his subjects. The fact
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66 RUGELEY IN EARLY GEORGIAN TIMES

for letting me blood, 1 /-,” or “ Mr. Moss for bleeding me, 1/-” Mr. Moss, ns 
has already been mentioned, was the Apothecary, and sold the drugs and 
modieines thou in request. There are entries of purchases of “ Glanbors 
Salts ” and “  Hira Piora,”  whatever that was. Also of “  Pitch Plaster ” and 
“ Tar Blister.”  A bottle of “ nervous drops” cost 1/-, and a “ Bitter 
Draught ” could be had for 6d. A very favourite remedy was called the 
“ Piet Drink.” Sometimes it was bought roady prepared from Mr. Moss, 
and sometimos certain ingredients were bought and tho rest prepared at 
home, thus “ For Diet, Drink, and gathering the Herbs -/S.j.” Mr. Moss 
sold spectacles at 6d. a pair, but for a pair of “ temple spectacles” tho 
cost was 47-

Til the year 1746 Miss Taylor had a severe illness and she 
paid “ A Nurse for attending me six weeks at my fever, 12/-,” also, 
“ the woman that brought the leeches, 1/-.” This illness occurred at 
Cannock, and Mr Drakeford, the Apothecary there, sent in a bill for 
9/6 for Physic. Soon after appears a curious entry — “ For snuff and 
electricity, 2/7^-,” perhaps the latest cure, or could Mr. Moss or 
Mr. Drakeford have been experimenting in advance of the times? 
However, either the strong remedies effected a cure, or else, as is 
more probable, Miss Taylor’s excellent constitution enabled her to 
survive them, let us hope, at any rate, that she continued to enjoy her 
green tea and raisin wine and her six-pennyworths of snuff to the 
end.

There is, to my mind, a certain fascination in re-constructing 
these scenes of a bygone age The Town of Rugeley is very old, 
and has witnessed men and women and their changing customs for 
many centuries. Along its main street have passed all sorts and 
conditions of men : Bishops and saintly men of old, perhaps S. Chad 
himself; Monarchs, including our late Most Gracious King Edward 
V II ; Nobles have lived near by ; Explorers and Travellers, such as 
Anson and Livingstone, have visited i t ; and troops in times of Peace 
and in times of war have rattled through it

To some people Rugeley appears, no doubt, an insignificant 
little Town, but to those inhabitants who can identify themselves 
with the old families of the place who for generations built up its 
trade and its history, and Cor those whose forefathers have left 
nothing but a name, just for that reason every stick and stone of 
the old place has a value, and every incident of the past knits 
together one continuous story
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Some Bird Notes.

By G. H. STORI5R, F.Z.S.

Abridged from the Paper read before the Natural History 
Section, January 31st, 1913.

Little Owl.
A bird which, lias attracted a good deal of attention lately 

amongst local Naturalists is the L ittle O wl ( A  there  noctua  noct.ua ) -

A specimen of this interesting bird having been noted by Mr. 
A. 0. Worthington as occurring in his park at Maple Hayes, Lichfield, 
drew from Mr. J. 11. B. Masefield, of Cheadle, the following comment 
in the ‘ ‘ Staffordshire Advertiser ” of Jan. 20, 1912, and which was 
quoted in the “ Burton Evening Gazette” of the same date : “ This 
bird has now been recorded in the county on four occasions—viz., 
(1) Near Newport (but in Staffordshire) in October, 1906 ; (2) one shot 
at Burton-on-Trent, March 13th, 1905 ; (3) one sliotat Lichfield, Nov. 
17th, 1909; (4) the one recorded by Mr. Worthington.” Further on 
Mr. Masefield expresses the hope that the little owl ‘ ‘ will take up 
a permanent abode in Staffordshire and regularly nest with us.” 
Given fair protection, there is no reason to doubt but that it would 
soon do so, for there is one colony established quite near to Burton, 
though, in Derbyshire, and in certain districts in Leicestershire this 
bird has been known for years as a resident. The colony I refer to 
is at .Bretby Park, and in that neighbourhood the little owl has been 
under the frequent observation of four of my young friends, Messrs. 
II. J. Wain, 0. and F. O’Sullivan, and W. Pye, three of whom are
Associates of our Society. I first heard of the occurrence of the 
little owl at Bretby in 1909, when one was shot there. Since that
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time the bird lias been met with in the vicinity every year—four 
individuals being seen at one time in 1910 —and latterly in increasing 
numbers; and on several occasions has been known to nest there. 
Pellets obtained from the bollow of an oak in which the birds were 
seon contained numerous elytra and other hard parts of dor-beetles 
(Geotrupes), as well as bones of small mammals. Another pellet 
which 1 found beneath an old walnut in which the little owls were 
nesting contained the skull and sternum of a starling.

On May 23rd, 1.911, Mr. Wain reported that ho had recently seen 
a little owl mobbed by small birds on the limb of a Spanish chest­
nut tree at 11 o'clock in the morning ; and on January 21st, J912, 
Messrs. O’Sullivan and Pye, when walking in Bretby Park in the 
afternoon, witnessed the chase of a little owl by rooks.

I have notes of two birds seen on March 6th, 1912, and on March 
Sth. Mr. Wain saw four or live little owls flying about him and 
emitting their curious notes. Since then, throughout March and 
April, he saw and heard one or more most evenings.

From the above notes it will be seen that this quaint little bird 
cannot be considered rare in this neighbourhood, and 1 am inclined 
to think that Bretby may be regarded as the centre from which in­
dividuals have spread into the surrounding districts of Derbyshire 
and Staffordshire.

Since writing the above, I see Mr. Masefield reports two other- 
instances from Staffordshire, viz , “ One shot at Yoxall in 1910, and 
one seen flying at Hints, near Tamworth, in August, 1911,” on the 
authority of Mr. Clifford Moore (North Staffs. Field Club Report, 
vol. xlvi., page 88).

With regard to Leicestershire and Rutland, Mr. Montagu Browne 
wrote in August, 1889, 11 The Vertebrate Animals of Leicestershire 
and Rutland” (page 108), that the little owl had not then occurred 
in the counties. However, the bird has made up for its shortcomings 
in this respect since then, for there has been exhibited for some years 
a very interesting case of little owls, of various stages and ages, 
obtained quite close to Leicester, in the Town Museum. 1 have also 
notes that in 1910 a small colony of little owls made themselves at 
home in the north-west corner of Leicestershire, and that some of 
them were so ill-advised as to make free with some partridge chicks 
in that district; for these bold little birds are not quite such innocent
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73
LIST OF TH E VER TEB R ATE ANIM ALS

IN THE COLLECTION OF THE

B u k t o n -o n - T r e n t  N a t u r a l  H is t o r y  a n d  A r o h .h o l o g io a l  S o c ie t y , 
which it is proposed to hand over to the Corporation Museum, 
with the names of the Donors.

Oatalouukd by G. II. STOKER, F.Z.S.

MAMMALIA.

Ono Otter (Lutra vulgaris); killed near Burton-on-Trent. Donor unknown,
One Brown Hat (Mus decuinauus) variety; Kangemore. Presented by Miss 0. 

Thornewill (in glazed case).
One Wild Rabbit (Oryctolagus cunionlns); bull variety ; Eangemore. Presented 

by Miss 0. Tliornewill (in glazed ease).

AVES (BIRDS).
One Carrion Crow (Oorvus corone eorone). Presented by Alderman Thompson. 
One Hooded Crow (Oorvus cornix cornix). ,, „ „
One Dipper (Cinclus oinolus britannicus). ,, ,,
One House Sparrow (Passer domostieus domestions); white variety ; Rangemore.

Presented by Miss 0. Thornewill (in glass shade).
One Blackbird (Turdus mend a memla); male; pied variety; Rangemore.

Presented by Aliss O. Thornewill (in glass sliadoj.
One Swift (Apus apus apus). Presented by Alderman Thompson.
One Cuckoo (Ouculus canorus cauorus); immature. Presented by Aid. Thompson. 
One Ringed Plover (/Egialitis hiaticula hiaticula). „ „ ,,
One Durlin (Erolia alpina alpina s. Tringa alpina). „ „ ,,

(in glazed case).
One ditto. Presented by Alderman Thompson.
One Little Stint (Erolia miiiuta minuta s. Tringa minuta). „ ,,
Ono Rulf (Machetes puguax); male. Presented by Aid. Thompson (in glass shade). 
Two Ruffs (males) and d Reeves (females). All shot on Burton Sewage Farm. 

Presented by Alderman Thompson.
Ono Common Sandpiper (Tringa hypolenca s.Totauus liypoleucus). Presented by 

Alderman Thompson.
One Wood Sandpiper (Triuga giaveola). Presented by Alderman Thompson.
One Redshank (Tringa totanus s. Totanus calidris). Presented by Aid. Thompson. 
One Greenshauk (Tringa nebularia s. Totanus eanegeens s. glottis. Presented by 

Alderman Thompson,
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Ono Water Rail (Rallus aquations aquaticus). Presented by Aid. Thompson 
(in glazed case).

One ditto. Presented by Alderman Thompson.
One Pheasant (Phasianus col ch ions-torquatua) ; male; with malformed beak. 

Presented by Alderman Thompson.
One Black-shouldered Peacock (Pavo cristalus nigripennis); male; died at 

Rangcmore. Presented by Miss O. Thornewill (in glazed caso).
One Sparrow-Hawk (Accipiter nisus nisus); male; Grange Wood. Presented by 

Frank Evorshed, Esq.
One ditto (female). Presented by Alderman Thompson.
Oq6 Hobby (Falco subbutoo subbuteo). Presented by Alderman Thompson.
One Common Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna b. cornuta); male; died at Rangemore.

Presented by MissO. Thornewill (in glazed case).
One Ruddy Slielduck (Casarca ferrnginea s. Tudorna casarca) ; malo ; died at 

Raugeniore. Presented by Miss 0 . Thornewill (in glazed case).
One Black Swan (Oygnus atnitus); died at Rangemoro. Presented by Miss 0. 

Thornewill (in glazed case).
Ono Common Heron (Ardoa cinoraa); adult, malo. Donor unknown.
One ditto ; immature. Presented by Alderman Thompson.

PISCES (FISHES).
One Perch (Perea fluviatilis). I*resented by H. Port ERq. (in glazod case).

N ote.—All the above are stull‘ed and mounted on stands or boards, unless 
otherwise stated.
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Burton-on-Trent Meteorological Summary, 1911.

MONTH.

R a i n f a l l .
T e m p e r a t u r e .

Total
inches.

Greatestin 24 hours. No. of days in 
■which 0-01 or

more fell.
U n n

Maximum. Minimum. No of 
nights at 
or below 

32 deg.Depth Date -Deg. Date. Deg. | Date.

JANUARY .............. 0.67 0 29 6 12 3 S 4 55 26 25 31 12

FEBRUARY .............. i -;m 0-26 21 17 4 0 S 57 1S-25 15 1 6

MARCH ......................... 1-28 0-38 12 15 41-3 59 2 29 7

APRIL ......................... 1 04 0-25 28 12 4 6 1 64 14,15 26 12 5

MAY ......................... O'Tl 0-20 25 8 55'7 76 31 34 6 0

JUNE ......................... 2 73 0-66 17,24 13 5S'7 S4 0 35 15 0

JULY .......................... 0 6 1 0-22 29 6 65" 1 90 28 42 3,11 0

AUGUST .......................... 1-72 0 '4S 27 15 65 5 95 9 43 31 0

SEPTEMBER .............. 1-68 0 50 23 10 57 8 90 8 31 22 1

OCTOBER .............. 1-70 0-2S 21 23 4S-6 62 20 26 29 3

NOVEMBER .............. 2 23 0-30 11,26 24 4 2'2 57 4,16 28 11 7

DECEMBER .............. 3'8S 0-60 14 29 42'2 53 17 29 8 5

YEAR — 1911 ................. 19-59 0-66 June 17 181 50-2 95 Aug. 9 15 Feb. 1 46
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Burton-on-Trent Meteorological Summary, 1912.

R ain fali. T em perature .

MONTH.
Total Greatest in 21 hours. No of days in 

which 0-01 or 
move fell.

Mean
Maximum. Minimum. No. of 

niehts at
inches. Depth. Date. Deg. Date Deg. Date. or below 

32-dejr.

JANUARY .............. 4-56 0 '9 7 17 23 3 6 6 OO i 13 29 16

FEBRUARY .............. 1-36 0-31 12 16 41-0 58 28 15 3 9

MARCH ......................... 3 24 0 68 14 ■28 45-5 61 13 30 23 9

ABRIL ......................... 0 2S 0-20 9 4 46 9 70 21,22 29 2 0

MAY ......................... 2-90 1.15 22 17 53*5 76 11 31 i i

JUNE .......................... 4 7 3 0  57 29 27 57-4 7S 22 42 n 0

JULY .......................... 3 5 1 0 52 26 21 6 1 '2 82 12,15 42 9 0

AUGUST ... .............. 6 ‘ 34 1-00 26 26 55 '8 70 . 4 35 3 0

SEPTEMBER .............. 0 92 0"28 29 12 52-1 70 16 34 27 0

OCTOBER .............. 2 69 o -so 27 17 4 6 8 66 11,12 26 4 5

NOVEMBER .............. 2-13 0 6 1 28 19 43 0 58 8 25 30 7

DECEMBER .............. 3 87 0 96 11 25 43 2 59 14 24 1 4

YEAR—1912 ................ 36 52 1-15 May 22 235 4S 6 82 Ju ly  
12 & 15

13 Jan. 29 49
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The Inregoing M
eteorological Sum

m
aries have been eom

niled from
 observations m

arie at 
the M

eteorological Station nt the Borough H
ospital, and havo been kind y supplied by 

Ur. Jam
es M

. Outvie, M
edical Officer ol Health.

Burton-on-Trent Meteorological Summary, 1913.

MONTH.
R ain fall . T em perature .

Total
inches.

Greatest in 24 hours. No. of days on 
which fl'01 or 

mure fell.
Mean.

Maximum. Minimum. No of 
nights at 
or below 
32-deg.Depth. Date. Deg Date Deg. Date.

JANUARY .............. 4-16 109 n 24 38-65 51 23 15 14 14

FEBRUARY .............. 1 03 0 32 9 17 401 59 9 24 23 15

MARCH .......................... 3 93 0 58 14 24 43'2 57 4 23 18 6

APRIL ......................... 3-17 1 11 29 19 47 0 6 a 24 29 13 3

MAY .......................... 2-37 0 77 3 17 53'6 79 25 32 7 1

JUNE ........................ 1-18 0-45 9 16 58-2 79 16 39 1. 9 0

JULY .......................... 1 26 0 90 6 11 58-6 80 28 41 9 0

AUGUST .......................... 2.12 0-84 22 13 59 8 SI 3 40 8, 9 0

SEPTEMBER .............. 282 0-62 1,16 16 57 5 79 27 35 10 0
OCTOBER .............. 3 24 1-73 5 21 51 1 66 1 26 24 7

NOVEMBER .............. 2 66 0-66 12 25 46-0 59 17 19 23 13
DECEMBER .............. 1 43 0.51 4 16 40 6 54 8, 9 24 21 7

YEAR—1913 .............. 29 37 1-73 Oct. 5 219 ",
 

1 1

SI A ug. 3 15 J a n . 14 66
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