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EXCURSIONS AND EVENING MEETINGS, 1885-6. 

E X C U R S I O N S : L E A D E R : — 

1—Tuesday, April 21st, Blithfleld and ) m W i l k i n g 

Hoar Cross ... ... ... J 

2-Wednesday, May 27th, Tarlet and W e U s ^ 
Ghartley ... ... ... J 

3—Thursday to Saturday, June 18th) Mr. Lynam and Mr. 
to 20th, The Wye f Wilkins. 

4—Tuesday, July 21st, Brewood, Bos-) m c h 

cobel, tyc. . . .J ' 

5—Thursday, August 20th, Chesterton, 1 M r A L e e c h 

Audley, and Betley ... ... j 

6—Saturday, September 19th, South- \ ^ e p r e s i ^ e n t 
well ... ... ... ... f 

7-Tuesday October 20th, Wrenbury ) T h e S e c r e t 

and Combermere ... ... I ' 

E V E N I N G MEETINGS ' , — L O C A L S E C R E T A R Y : 

1—Thursday, November 19th, Leek ... Mr. W. E. Challinor. 

2—Thursday, January 21st, Hartley ... Mr. \V. Hampton. 

3—Thursday, February 18th, Cheadle Mr. Masefield. 

4—Thursday, March 18th, Stoke-on- I „ „ . , , 
Trent—Annual Meeting ... j r l r 7' 
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The Treasurer in Account with the North Staffordshire Naturalists' Field Club and Archaeological Society. 

BALANCE SHEET FOB THE YEAB 1884. 

D R . £ s. d. C R . £ s. (t. 
To Balance from last year ... 12 6 3 To T). Dilworth for Printing, kc . . . 50 0 0 

„ Subscriptions 53 0 0 Allbut & Daniel, Lithographing 1 12 6 
„ Entrance Fees U 7 6 J, Expenses of Summer Meetings 1 3 0 
„ Twelve copies of Report sold ... .. . 0 15 0 >} ,, Stoke Meetings . . . 5 13 0 

l» „ Newcastle Meeting 
„ Hanley Meeting 

5 
... 3 

1 
19 

0 
4 

)» ., Longton Meeting .. . 3 10 0 
»» 

»» 

Postage of Reports (General Secretary) 
Commission on collecting Subscriptions 

. . . 0 

... 3 
4 
7 

6 
6 

»» Balance in hand ... 5 17 11 

£80 8 9 £80 8 9 

TEEASUEEE'S EEPOET. 

The Treasurer has to report that the total income for the year has been £80 8s. 9d., including a balance from last year 
of £12 6s. 3d. The expenditure during the same period amounts to £74 10s. 10d., leaving a balance of £5 17s. l i d . There are 
no outstanding liabilities : but a considerable number of subscriptions are still unpaid. There will be an increase of expenditure 
in future for the use of a room as a Library, but as it is hoped this may form the nucleus of a future Musenm as well as a 
Scientific Library, it will be money well spent. I f the number of members be maintained, the funds will suffice for this 
purpose, though not for the purchase of books. Perhaps the Library Committee may be able to discover some way of 
accomplishing this desirable object without entrenching on the general fund. 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



R E P O R T 
Read at the Twentieth Annual Meeting, held at Stoke-upon-Trent, 

on Thursday, March 19th, 1885. 

Once again it falls to the lot of the committee to congratulate 
the members on the continued success of the North Staffordshire 
Naturalists' Field Club and Archaeological Society. In every way 
it has prospered during the past year. The finances have been placed 
upon a sounder basis ; and the Club is not only no longer in debt, 
but it has means sufficient, and even more than sufficient, to meet 
the expenses. The number of members continues to increase, 
and the list is the largest on record. The Excursions and 
Evening Meetings have been exceedingly well attended, and the 
papers read have been as numerous and certainly not less 
valuable and instructive than those of former years. Even 
the elements have been propitious ; and the Excursions, with one 
notable exception, to be mentioned hereafter, fully shared the 
favours of one of the sunniest and driest years on record. Your 
committee therefore feel that they are justified in offering their 
warmest congratulations on the good fortune which has attended 
the proceedings of the Club during the twelve months that form 
the twentieth year of its history. 

The Excursions have been eight in number, one more than the 
list which received the assent of the last Annual Meeting and was 
printed on the card. The extra Excursion was planned in conse­
quence of the discoveries that were made during the early part of 
the summer on the site of Hulton Abbey. Under the able guidance 
of Mr. Lynam an afternoon Excursion was made in June to the 
excavations, and thence to Keele Hall, whither some of the remains 
had, as well in former years as now, been conveyed. Unfortunately 
the weather turned out wet and stormy, which considerably 
detracted from the pleasure of the day, and yet those who were 
present felt that the proceedings were made so interesting and 
instructive by the leader, who had evidently given his whole heart 
to the subject, that they scarcely regretted the drenching they expe­
rienced in making the journey from his hospitable house, which 
they visited en route, to Keele. 
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E X C U R S I O N S . 

W E N L O C K A N D B U I L D W A S A B B E Y S . 

" W E D N E S D A Y , A P B I L 2 3 R D , 1884 . 

About seventy members joined in the first excursion for the 
season. The party travelled from Stoke and Newcastle to Welling­
ton via the Market Drayton line, the remainder of the journey 
being performed by road conveyances through Coalbrookdale, and 
the pleasant scenery en route being much enjoyed. Arrived at 
Buildwas Abbey, Mr. C. Lynam, E.R.I.B.A., who was the leader 
of the excursion, gave an interesting account of the ruins. The 
excursionists then pushed on to Wenlock Abbey, part of the hilly 
road having to be covered on foot. The chief features of the remains 
of this abbey were also ably dilated upon by Mr. Lynam. The 
party reached Wellington on their return journey just in time to 
partake of tea at the Wrekin Hotel before meeting the six o'clock 
train homewards. A number of new members were elected. The 
excursion, favoured as it was by fine weather, passed off in the most 
successful and enjoyable manner. 

Mr. Lynam's papers were as follows :— 

B U I L D W A S A B B E Y . 
It is not to be supposed that at this date there is anything new to be 

said in reference to the history of this abbey, seeing that many minds of 
the most astute character have spent themselves on the subject, and seeing 
that everything relating to it has been put under the microscopic criticism 
of historians of the high calibre of the Rev. R. W. Eyton and others. All, 
therefore, that can be done with the history is to put together in a form 
suited to this occasion what has been stated at length by authorities whose 
faithfulness cannot be doubted. 

To my friend Mr. Gordon M. Hills, in his account of the abbey given in 
the " Collectania Archasologica" many years ago, I am mostly indebted for 
the materials of my outline of its history. 
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On Friday, June 13, forty-five members and their friends, under 
the leadership of Mr. W. L). Spanton, left Stoke at 9.58 a.m. in 
two special saloon carriages, crossing from Liverpool in the steamer 
" Tynwald" to I >ouglas, arriving there about 6.30 p.m. Amongst 
the members present were :—Mr. W. I). Spanton, Mr. Llevvellynn 
Jewitt, F.S.A. ; Mr. W. H. Goss, F.G.S. ; Mr. Emery, Mr. Bull, 
Messrs. Belton, Win. Hampton, F.G.S., Bostock, Clark, 
Swann, Dr. Hatton, and otneis. The day was lovely, and 
the journey a most agreeable one. Some members of the Isle of 
Man Natural History and Antiquarian Society, including the Rev. 
E. B. Savage (Hon. Sec), and Mr. Philip M. Kerniode welcomed 
our members on landing and saw them settled in their quarters at 
Chatsworth House, on Loch Promenade. Mr. Savage, with com­
mendable foresight, had a room convenient to the dining room 
fitted up as a library, and furnished with every work of importance 
that could throw light on the Island's chequered history. Included 
were all the Manx Society's publications; Train's, Robertson's, 
Cumming's, Bullock's, and Wood's Histories ; Thwaite's Directory, 
Keble's Life of Bishop Wilson, and A Six Days' Tour through the 
Isle of Man—a scarce and interesting book. On the walls of the 
room were hung a number of maps and engravings, and also an oil 
painting of Illiam Dhone, each of which had its several points of 
interest or was useful for reference. 

Those who had not visited the Island for some years were much 
struck by its altered character. What was formerly an untidy 
foreshore being now occupied by a handsome promenade and fine 
buildings, with two large massive piers in place of the primitive 
wooden structure which formed the extremity of the quay. 

F I R S T D A Y ' S T O U R . 

From the Isle of Man Times. 

The first day's tour of the Society was made on Saturday, June 14, and 
included visits of inspection to the Braddan Old Churchyard, Hushen 
Abbey, Malew Vicarage to see the old plate, &c , Castle Rushen, Port Erin, 
Poolvash, the Circle and hut dwellings on the Meayll Hills, and the 
Chasms. The hour announced for the start was nine o'clock in the morning, 
and punctually to the minute six well appointed carriages, each con-

I V . — T H E I S L E O P M A N . 

F R I D A Y , J U N E 1 3 T H TO T H U R S D A Y , J U N E 1 9 T H , 1884 . Staffordshire County Studies 
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An attempt to describe the different objects of Interest 

seen from the Tree on the High Shutt. 

B Y R E V . E . W H I E L D O N . 

F. D I L W O B T H , P R I N T E R , M l W O i S T L E , S T A F F . 
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A N N U A L M E E T I N G . 

STOKE-UPON-TRENT, THURSDAY, MARCH 19TH, 1885 . 

The annual meeting was held at the North Stafford Hotel, Stoke-
upon-Trent, and was numerously attended, about 120 members 
being present. There was a considerable display of interesting 
objects on the tables. Dr. M'Aldowie showed an old Scotch 
spinning-wheel, and there was an old English spinning-wheel from 
the Stoke Free Library placed with it. Dr. M'Aldowie also lent a 
small witch brooch, used in former times under the clothing of 
children in the North of Scotland to " prevent them being carried 
off by witches.' He showed a segment of a backbone of a dolphin, 
found under an ancient British barrow in the Orkneys. The Rev. 
J . Badnall lent a number of flint arrow heads, and Mr. A. W. 
Buckle cases of lepidoptera found during the past season. Mr. 
J . L. Cherry lent several autograph letters of General Gordon, and 
a copy of the sumptuous work by Mr. Solon on " The Art of the 
Old British Potter." Mr. Goss exhibited an Australian trophy 
sent to him by Mr. Clement L. Wragge, made of silver from the 
Adelaide mint. It consisted of the emu, kangaroo, elaborate ferns, 
and a native black supporting an emu's egg. Also a piece of 
ponriee thrown up during the great Javan eruption, and picked up 
Dy Mr. Wragge from the sea off the Straits of Scinda. When Mr. 
Wragge reached Adelaide he had it set in a claw of gold and for­
warded to his friends. Mr. Goss also showed several choice books, 
containing interesting autograph inscriptions. Mr. A. Leech ex­
hibited a book printed in 1595, containing 43 maps, and giving a 
brief " History of the World ;" a document with a copy of the 
great seal of George the Third attached, and documents containing 
the sign manual of Frederick Comwallis as Bishop of Lichfield and 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



The Club is indebted to Mr. J. Beaumont Piercy for the fol lowing details 
of the rainfall in 1885 at three different stations in the district :— 

NOTE.—Diameter of funnel of rain guage is five inches, and height of top above ground 
one foot in each case. 

LEIGH, STOKE-ON-TRENT. 
Height of Gauge above Sea Level 497-60 Feet. 

Month. Total depth. Greatest Fall in 24 hours. 
No. of days on 

which *01 or 
more fell. 

Inches. Depth. Date, 
January ... 2-22 •46 28 17 
February 2-77 •87 8 20 
March 1-56 •83 81 13 
April 1-97 •40 15 18 
May 2-33 •88 21 20 
June 3 53 1-00 8 18 
July 0-79 •38 7 4 
August 2-19 •87 12 11 
September 3-76 •41 28 19 
October 7-07 1-46 6 23 
November 3-75 •74 27 18 
December 1-43 •55 30 13 

33-37 184 
THE MBIR, LONG-TON. 

Height of Gauge above Sea Level 617'76 Feet. 

Month. 

January ... 
February ... 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September... 
October 
November ... 
December ... 

Total depth. 

Inches. 
1-83 
2-30 
1-66 
1-88 
2-32 
8-28 
0-82 
1-86 
4-34 
5-33 
3-70 
1-37 

80-64 

Greatest Fall in 24 hours. 

Depth. 
•38 
•35 
•39 
•34 
•46 
•72 
•30 
•54 
•62 

1-05 
•77 
•51 

Date. 
28 

8 
81 
1 

22 
8 & 23 

19 
12 
2 
6 

27 
30 

WALL GRANGE, LEEE. 
Height of Gauge above Sea Level 457*5 Feet. 

Month. 

January .. 
February .. 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September... 
October 
November.. 
December .. 

AVERAGE RAINFALL. 
Leigh (five years) 
The Meir (four years.) 
Wall Grange (four years) 
Therefore the past year shows at Leigh 

at the Meir 

Total depth. Greatest Fall in 24 hours. 
No. of days on 

which '01 or 
more fell. 

Inches. Depth. Date. 
2-03 •47 10 17 
2-31 •45 8 28 
1-90 •57 3 16 
2-22 •40 1 15 
2-35 •69 23 22 
S-5K •72 8 14 
1-21 •49 18 7 
1-30 •59 12 12 
4-40 •68 2 23 
5-60 •96 6 26 
3-08 •70 27 15 
1-88 •75 30 12 

31-84 202 

at Wall Grange 6-56 

inches. 
35-63 
35-72 
38-40 

2-26 below average, 
5-08 ,, „ 

No. of days on 
which -01 or 
more fell. 

15 
20 
15 
16 
19 
15 
7 

14 
21 
23 
17 
14 

196 

124 
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CATALOGUE OF BOUND BOOKS. 
Annals of Natural History Vols. 5—19 1870—8 15 Vols. 
Entomologist „ 6—10 1872—8 5 „ 
Geological Magazine 1865—78 11 „ 
Journal of Botany (new series) ... „ 4— 7 1875—8 4 ,, 
Journal of Science „ 1 5 1864—8 5 „ 
Monthly Microscopical Journal ... „ 3—16 1870—6 14 „ 
Nature Vols. 1,2, 4, 9, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 1870—8 15 „ 
Popular Science Review ... Vols. 4, 7, 8, 14 1865—75 10 „ 
Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science Vols 5, 8 1865—8 4 „ 
Reliquary, The Vols. 10—18 1 8 6 9 - 7 8 9 „ 
Science Gossip 1865—78 14 „ 
Student V o l . 4 1870 1 „ 
Transactions of the Microscopical Society 

of London (new series) Vols. 13—15 1865—7 3 ,, 
Zoologist (second series) „ 10—11 1875—6 2 „ 
Bertier (F., M.D.) The Spas of Aix-le-Bains and Marlois Savoy 1 ,, 
Higgins (H. H., M.A.) Notes of a Field Naturalist in the Wes­

tern Tropics ... 1 „ 
Sainter's (J. D.) Jottings of Rambles round Macclesfield . . . 1 „ 
United States Geological Survey :—Ethnography and Philo­

sophy of the Hidatsa Indians 1 „ 
The Fur-bearing Animals, by E. Couss 1 „ 
The Territories Vol. 7 1 „ 
United States Geological Survey :—Bulletin of the Territories 1 ,, 
Colorado and Adjacent Territory, by F. V. Hayden 1 „ 
Tenth Annual Report of the United States Geological and 

Geographical Survey :—• 
Expeditions in 1876 in Colorado and Parts of Adjacent 

Territory 1878 
Birds of the Colorado Valley, by Elliott Couss—part 

first—Passeres to Laniidoe ... 1878 
Bulletin of the States Geological and Geographical 

Survey of the Territories Vol . 4 No. 3 1878 
Bibliology of North American Invertebrate Palaeon­

tology, by Dr. C. White and Prof. II. A. Nicholson 1878 

S E C T I O N S . 
The following are the Sections which were ordered to be formed at the 

Annual Meeting, on March 16th, 1876, together with the names of their 
provisionally appointed heads : — 

Archaeology Mr. C. Lynam. 
Astronomy Mr. H. W. Hollis, F.R.A.S. 
Botany J. T. Arlidge, M.D., London. 
Entomology Rev. Thos. W. Daltry, M.A., F.L.S. 
„ . / M r . J. Ward, F.G.S. 
( j e o 1 0 ^ 1 Mr. T. Wardle, F.G.S. 

Mr. R. Garner, F.L.S. 
Microscopy { Mr. W. D. Spanton. 
Zoology .. Mr. J . Yates. 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



126 

ASSOCIATED SOCIETIES 

W I T H W H I C H T H E N O R T H S T A F F O R D S H I R E CLUB 

EXCHANGES PUBLICATIONS. 

o 

Brighton and Sussex Natural History Society. 
Burnley Literary and Scientific Club. 
Burton-on-Trent Natural History and Archaeological Society. 
Chester Society of Natural Science. 
Dudley and Midland Geological and Scientific Society. 
Eastbourne Natural History Society. 
Epping Forest and County of Essex Naturalists' Field Club. 
Glasgow Natural History Society. 
Goole Scientific Society. 
Huddersfield Literary and Scientific Society. 
Huddersfield Naturalists' Society. 
Ipswich Scientific Society. 
Isle of Man Natural History and Antiquarian Society. 
Lancashire and Cheshire Antiquarian Society. 
Leeds Naturalists' Club and Scientific Association. 
Lewes and East Sussex Natural History Society. 
Liverpool Naturalists' Field Club. 
Manchester Field Naturalists' Club. 
Manchester Geological Society. 
Manchester Scientific Students' Association. 
Marlborough College Natural History Society. 
New York Microscopic Society. 
Northamptonshire Natural History Society and Field Club. 
Ottawa Field Naturalists' Club, Canada. 
Severn Valley Naturalists' Field Club. 
Smithsonian Institution. 
Stafford Institute and Field Club. 
United States Geological and Geographical Survey. 
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HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dunedin, Right Rev. the Bishop of, D.D., Otago, N.Z. 
Davis, J . B., Whitehall, London. 
Broad, Rev. J. S., M . A . , Pentney Vicarage, Swaffham, Norfolk. 
Garner, R., F.R.C.S., F.L.S., Stoke, Vice-President. 
Jewitt. Llewellynn, PS.A., etc., The Hollies, Duffleld, Derby. 

ORDINARY 

Abe, F., S. Chad's, Den^tone 
Acton, John, Hillside Villa, Stoke 
Adams, Capt. R d , Congleton 
Adams, Frank, Stoke 
Adams, J., M.D., 9;!, Bewsey-street, 

Warrington 
Adams, Joseph, Rathbone-street, 

Tunstall 
Adams, Miss, Stoke Ville, Stoke 
Adie, Francis, Granville Terrace, 

Stone 
Alcock, John, M.R.C.S., Burslem 
Allen, W . S , M P . | W o o d h e a d 

A en, Mrs. > H a l l c h e a d l e 

Allen, Wm. ! ' 
Allison, W. B., West-street, Stoke 
Annan, Miss, N. Staffs. Infirmary 
Arlidge, J.T., M.D., Lond., The 

High Grove, Stoke, Vice-Pre­
sident. 

Armstrong, James T., Sutherland 
Villa, Newcastle 

Armstrong, Mrs. 
Ash, Frederic, Stoke Ville, Stoke 
Ash, Mrs. 
Ashdown, Miss, Cottage Hospital, 

Longton 
Ashdown, Rev. G.M., Ruabon, N. 

Wale3 
Ashwell, John B., Stoke 
Aahworth, Miss, Kingsland, New­

castle 
Astbury, Edward, Uttoxeter 
Astbury, Mrs. 
Astbury, G. S., Eccleshall 
Astley, D. G., Shelton-under-

Ilarley 
Astley, Mrs. 
Audiey, Jas. A., Mechanics' In ­

stitute, Hanley 

M E M B E R S . 

Averil, Mrs., Bank House, Longton 

Badnall, Rev. J., B.A., Endon 
Bagnall, Wm., Glebe-street, Stoke 
Baines, A., Lichfield^ House, 

Hanley 
Baker, J., 47, Soho Hill, Bir­

mingham 
Bakewell, A. E., Great Fenton 
Ball, D., P R C S . , The Shirleys, 

Macclesfield 
Bamber, W. H., Liverpool-road, 

Sooke 
Barke. F., Stoke 
Barke. Mrs. 
Barker, Ed., Chapel-street, Cheadle 
Barlow, George. Hanley 
Bartlett. Wm., M.R.C S., L.D.S., 25, 

Ironmarket, Newcastle 
Baxter, Miss, Mayfield House, 

Newcastle 
Beach, F., National Provincial 

Bank, Stone 
Beardmore, Jeremiah, Bucknall 
Bebbington James, 8, Bethesda-

street, Hanley 
Beckett, J. H., Forsbrook, Longtou 
Bickley, T., Broad-street. Hanley 
Bilton, Ernest, Regent-st., Stoke 
Birks, Arthur, Ivy Cottage, Great 

Fenton 
Bishop, W. H , The Radfords, Stone 
Blackshaw, T., Burslem 
Blackshaw, Miss 
Bladen, Wm., 17, Newcastle-road, 

Hanley 
Bladen, W. Wells, Stone, Vice-

President 
Blades, Josiah B., Leek 
Blagg, C. J., Cheadle 

LIST OF MEMBERS CORRECTED TO MARCH, 1886. Staffordshire County Studies 
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List of Officers, 1885 2 
Excursions and Evening Meetings, 1885-86 3 
Treasurer's Report ... ... ... ... . . . . . . . . . ••• 4 
Report of Committee 5 
Sectional Report—Entomology 9 
Excursions :— 

I. Wenlock and Buildwas Abbeys .. . . . 11 
Paper on Buildwas Abbey, by Mr. C. Lynam, F.R.I.B.A. 11 

„ Wenlock „ „ ... 18 
I I . Stone, Yarlet, Weston, and Sandon 23 

List of Plants found in the neighbourhood, by Dr. J. H. 
Tylecote 26 

I I I . Abbey Hulton and Keele Hall 29 
IV. The Isle of Man 31 

First Day's Tour 31 
Second ,, +1 
Third „ 4 3 
Fourth „ 47 
Congratulatory Meeting 48 

V. Westwood, near Leek, Cliff Park, Horton and Rudyard .. . 53 
Paper on Westwood, by Mr. S. Eyre 53 
Paper on Rudyard „ 54 
Paper on Horton Church, by the Rev. B. Blakeway ... 55 

V I . Cheadle, Dilhorn, Kingsley, and the Churnet Valley . . . 58 
" The Manor of Cheadle," by the Rev. J . P. Jones . . . 59 
" The High Shutt ," by the Rev. E. Whieldon, M.A. . . . 62 
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