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EXCURSIONS AND EVENING MEETINGS, 1887-8. 

E X C U R S I O N S : L E A D E R : 

1—Wednesday, April 20th, Atherstone and ) 
Polesioorth ... ... ... ... j 

2—Saturday, May 21st, Byrth Hill and ) ^ 
Maer Woods ... ... ... J 

3—Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, June 1 M w . , , . 
23rd, 24th, and 25th, Vale of Glwyd ] Mr' W U K m s -

4—Saturday, July 7, Manchester Exhibition ] 
(Industrial Designs), with the two > Mr. Waidle. 
Manchester Clubs ... ... ... J 

5—Thursday, July 21st, Waterlwuses ... Mr. Wardle. 

G—Saturday, August 20th, Caverswall and { ^ « , , 
Draycott ... ... J r ' a s e e 

7—Tuesday, September 13th, High Offley, ) ^ y 
Adbaston, and Eceleshall ... ... J ' •* 

8—Mouday, October 3rd, Biddulph and ) President 
Knypersley ... ... ... ... j 

E V E N I N G M E E T I N G S I L O C A L S E C R E T A R Y ! 

1—Thursday, November 24th, Tunstall... Mr. D. Sherwin. 
2—Thursday, January 19th, Hanley ... Mr. A. Scrivener. 
3—Friday, February 24th, Stone Mr. W. Wells Bladen. 
Thursday, March 22nd, StoJce-upon-Trent— ) „. ., 

Annual Meeting / M l ' ^inibY-
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R E P O R T 
Read at the Twenty-second Annual Meeting, held at Stake upon-

Trent, on Thursday, March 17th, 1887. 

It is a source of unmixed pleasure to your Committee that they 
are in a position to congratulate the North Staffordshire Naturalists' 
Field Club and Archaeological Society on the successful completion 
of the twenty-second year of its history. Besides the Excursions 
and Evening Meetings, the usual number of which has been duly 
held, the year now closing has witnessed the celebration of the 
attainment by the club of its majority, which took place on October 
21st. and the two following days, and which naturally brought the 
club prominently before the notice of the general public. An 
average number of papers and addresses has been read and given, 
nearly all of them having reference to local matters, and thereby evi­
dencing in the most satisfactory way the practical usefulness of the 
club. The financial position is satisfactory, ; and although there is 
a very considerable reduction in the number of members, your com­
mittee would point out that this is entirely due to the second para­
graph of Rule VII having been put rigorously into operation, with 
the result that a very considerable number of nominal members has 
been struck off the roll, and the expenditure of the club materially 
reduced. 

Having thus prefaced their report with this summary of the 
year's proceedings, your committee proceed as usual to dilate upon 
each branch of operations at greater length ; and in accordance 
with established practice, they begin with the doings of the summer 
season. 

The seven excursions—six one day excursions, and one (that to 
Church Stretton) of two days—were all made as originally settled, 
the only departure from the card being that the October excursion 
was put forward a week, in order that it might not clash with the 
coming-of-age celebration on the 21st. In two instances an attempt 
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S E C T I O N A L R E P O R T S . 

I.—ENTOMOLOGY. 

B Y T H O S . W . D A L T R Y , M . A . , P . L . S . , F . E . 8 . 

Last year I had no additions to the North Staffordshire list of 
Macro-Lepidoptera to report: I have now the satisfaction of being 
in a position to announce the discovery of two new species in our 
district. Both belong to the order Geometrce, so called from their 
larva? being as it were earth-measurers, i.e., the body is formed into 
a loop as it moves along. 

The two species are 
1.—Cabera Rotundaria 
2.—Larontia Olivata 

The first was taken by Mr. W. F. H. Blandford, of Trinity Col­
lege, Cambridge, an entomologist of repute both at Marlborough 
and at Cambridge, while staying at Madeley Vicarage two years ago 
last autumn. At Heleigh Castle he beat out of birch several lame, 
which at the time we supposed to be Cabera Pusaria, one of 
our commonest moths; but in the following May, when they 
emerged, they proved to be the much rarer C. Rotundaria. Mr. 
Blandford was staying with us again last summer, and then told me 
of what had happened ; afterwards he kindly sent me one of the 
moths he had bred, in order that I might be satisfied of its identity. 
The discovery of this species in our immediate neighbourhood is a 
surprise, for the moth is undoubtedly scarce in our cabinets. Pro­
bably, however, from its close resemblance to the commoner species, 
it is frequently overlooked. The wings in Rotundaria, as its specific 
name imports, are more rounded than in Pusaria. Both moths are 
white, dusted with grey spots, and both have three oblique trans­
verse grey lines on the fore wing, and two on the hind. In the 
commoner species the lines are equidistant, the first line slightly 
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E X C U R S I O N S . 

I . G A W S W O R T H A N D M A R T O N . 

THURSDAY, APRIL 29TH, 188G. 

Under the leadership of Mr. A. Scrivener, about forty members 
visited the villages of Gawsworth and Marton, in Cheshire. Eroui 
Stoke the party took train for North liode Junction, and reached 
Gawsworth Irom thence after a pleasant walk of some three miles. 
The first thing to which the attention of the excursionists was 
directed was the parish church, a building forming the principal 
feature in a highly picturesque scene. The church is dedicated to 
St. James. The building, generally speaking, is in the perpendi­
cular style of architecture, but has undergone several important 
alterations. Mr. Scrivener, in his explanation of the characteristics 
of the building, said he was inclined to think that the nave was 
the earliest part erected, and that the walls were of a much earlier 
date than the windows. The chancel, he believed, was the work of 
a considerably later period than the nave. Attention was directed 
to the handsome carved roofing. In the restoration, which was 
carried out in 1851, three mural paintings were brought to light. 
The subject of one of these pictures was the last judgment, treated 
in a most singular maimer. It was divided into three parts, repre­
senting heaven, earth, and hell. Hades was represented as having 
the mouth of a huge monster, with flames issuing therefrom. 
Among many figures, the most remarkable was a demon, having a 
black head and red body, wheeling a barrow, in which was seated a 
figure in a supplicating attitude This is the only instance in 
which such a subject has been discovered, and has given rise to 
opinions of a speculative character. Elias Ashmole (1654) gave 
the following inscription, which he says was on the south wall of 
the chancel, under paintings representing two former rectors—G«so. 
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T H E C E L E B R A T I O N O F T H E C O M I N G - O F - A G E O F 

T H E C L U B . 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21ST, 1886. 

C O N V E R S A Z I O N E A N D L O A N E X H I B I T I O N 

AT THE TOWN HALL, STOKE-UPON-TRENT. 

(Chiefly from the account in the Staffordshire Advertiser.) 

Twenty-one years have elapsed since a few scientific gentlemen of the 
district met by invitation of Mr. W. D. Spanton at the Old Infirmary at 
Etruria, to see if steps could not be taken to form a Natural History 
Society for the district. The meeting was presided over by the late Rev. 
Adam Clarke, rector of Longton. The learned author of the " Natural 
History of the County of Stafford,"—Mr. R. Garner, F.L.S.. had shown in 
his book that Staffordshire was rich in objects of Natural History and 
Archaeology. It was felt by the members present that there was a great 
need for a Natural History Society in the district. The result was that a 
resolution was passed " that a club be formed under the title of the ' North 
Staffordshire Naturalists' Field Club,' having for its object the practical 
study of Natural History in all its branches." The society was fortunate 
in securing for its first president a gentleman of high scientific attainments, 
Mr. James Bateman, F.R.S., at that time residing at Biddulph Grange ; 
the Rev. S. T. Nevill , F.L.S., the present Bishop of Dunedin, was the 
treasurer, Mr. W. Spanton and Mr. Garner acting as secretaries—the latter 
resigned in 1866. Afterwards, in 1867, we find the name of the Rev. 
T. W. Daltry as general secretary. It is not too much to say that to his 
untiring energy and devotion much of the present success of the club is 
due. To mark their sense of his valuable services, the members, in 1877, 
presented Mr. Daltry with a piece of plate and five volumes of Curtis's 
"Flora Londinensis." Mr. Spanton, the founder, in addition to acting as 
treasurer for many years, has always taken a great interest in the doings 
of the club. It cannot but be a source of satisfaction to him to see that 
the child at whose birth he assisted has attained vigorous manhood. In 
1877 the words " a n d Archaeological Society" were added to the original 
title, from which date it assumed its present title. Such is a brief account 
of the aim, scope, and early history of the society. The club has done 
much to advance the study of the natural history of North Staffordshire. 
Many valuable papers have been read at its meetings, some of them of 
lasting interest. Notwithstanding what has been done in the past, much 
remains to be done in the future. The field of inquiry is vast, the 
labourers not too many. Let us hope that the celebration of the club's 
coming-of-age will be productive of much good, and an incentive to further 
research. 
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THE LOAN EXHIBITION. 

The members of the committee of the society displayed extraordinary 
energy in preparing for the conversazione, and the exhibition of objects 
in natural history and art was on an extensive scale. Perhaps the Leek 
reproduction of the Bayeux tapestry was as attractive as any portion of 
the exhibition to the ladies, and it occupied the whole of the gallery. It 
was commenced in the spring of 1885, and in an account given by Mrs. 
Wardle, of Leek, under whose superintendence the reproduction has been 
made, it is stated that fac-simile water-colour drawings of the original 
tapestry were kindly lent by the authorities of the South Kensington 
Museum, from which tracings were obtained, which were subsequently 
transferred to cloth. The material on which it was worked was chosen so 
as to resemble the original texture and colour as nearly as possible. The 
wools have all been specially dyed to match each shade of the tapestry at 
the present time. The method of applying the wool has, wherever possible, 
been reproduced, and those who have visited Bayeux will doubtless recog­
nize the minutely-accurate resemblance which this copy bears to the 
original. We are also informed by Mrs. Wardle that the Bayeux record is 
a large roll of historic drawings rather than a piece of tapestry, and it is 
remarkable as being the last example of this species of representation which 
antiquity has handed down to us. In the days of the Conqueror and some 
of his Saxon predecessors, the ladies of Engle-land were famous for their 
taste and skill in embroidery, and this species of lady-like manufacture was 
known throughout Europe as English work. One effect of the Conquest 
was to bring the people of England and Normandy into closer alliance than 
before. On the first occasion on which William returned to Normandy 
after the battle of Hastings, he took with him " i n honourable attendance" 
a considerable number of the Saxon nobles, who were doubtless accom­
panied by their wives and daughters. Assisted by English ladies as well 
as those of her own Court, Matilda, the wife of the Conqueror, probably at 
this time constructed the tapestry, which for many ages was preserved in 
the Cathedral of Bayeux. Never before or since was so important a 
document written in worsted. It is a full and faithful chronicle of an 
event on which the modern history of the world was turned. The ground 
of the tapestry is a strip of linen cloth, which through age has assumed 
the tint of brown holland. The colours chiefly used are dark and light 
blue, red, pink, yellow, buff, and dark and light green. Some idea of the 
labour involved in the work may be obtained from the number of figures 
represented in it. It contains 623 men, 202 horses, 55 dogs, 505 animals of 
various kinds not already enumerated, 37 buildings, 41 ships and boats, 
and 4'J trees, in all 1,512 figures. The tapestry originally formed one 
piece, and measured 227 feet in length by about 20 inches in breadth. 
Besides the principal subject which occupies the central portion of the 
tapestry, there is an ornamental border at the top and bottom of the field, 
which is filled with a variety of representations. Here the artist has 
indulged in a considerable play of fancy. Figures of birds and beasts 
which certainly never came out of Noah's ark are admitted into this 
menagerie. 

The body of the Assembly Room contained stands as conveniently 
arranged as space would permit by Mr. R. C. Clark, and the drapery was 
supplied by Messrs. Hammond and Son, Piccadilly, Hanley. These stands 
were divided into six sections, organized as follows :— 

Archaeology, under Mr. Lynam, F.R.I.B.A. 
Botany, under Mr. J . Blaikie, F.L.S., F.G-.S. 
Entomology, under the Rev. Thos. W. Daltry, M.A., F.L.S., F.E.S. 
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E V E N I N G M E E T I N G S . 

I.—NEWCASTLE MEETING. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH, 1886. 

C From the Staffordshire Advertiser.) 

The first evening meeting for the season of the members of this 
club was held in the Town Hall, the attendance being very satis­
factory, about 90 members being present. The exhibition of objects 
of interest included many that had not previously been shown at 
these meetings. Mr. A. Leech, F.G.S., showed a calamite which was 
dug up in Well-street, Newcastle, last month; several ammonites 
of great size which had been sent from Dorsetshire, and other 
objects, Mrs. Leech lending an old oak spinning-wheel. A large 
collection of aboriginal weapons and curiosities were shown by Mr. 
J. P. Emery, among them being the gun of a Rorth American 
Indian, the number of scalps taken by its former owner being 
indicated by five deep notches cut into the stock; an ear-ring 
ornamented with human teeth, poisoned arrows, boomerangs, and 
other deadly instruments. Miss Hinds lent an oil painting depicting 
High-street, Newcastle, with the old Town Hall and other buildings, 
in 1793, and the same lady exhibited numerous photographs of 
Bonian and oriental subjects, together with curiosities from various 
lands which she had collected in her foreign travels. A pleasing 
entomological collection, and also fossils and shells were exhibited 
by Mr. E. Earl; his son, Mr. W. H. Earl (the local secretary), 
showing specimens of West Indian ferns, a collection of stamps, 
including those of the present issue, ranging from £5 to -|d„ and 
Confederate States paper money from 50 cents to 50 dollars. Messrs. 
Chapman and Snape, Mr. ;E. Fenton, Mr. R Fenton, Mr. J. E. 
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THE H A R E IN DANGER OF EXTERMINATION IN ENGLAND. 

BY ME. JOHN R. B. MASEFIELD, M.A. 

I take it, and I think you will all agree with me, that one of the chief 
objects, if not the primary object, of a Naturalist, should be the care and 
preservation of every form of wild animal and vegetable life around him 
—and if this is true of each individual Naturalist, I think it follows that 
such an object should be the chief work and duty of the members of a 
club such as ours, composed of Naturalists and lovers of nature. I am 
glad to say that many Societies have already been formed with this object in 
view, such as the Selborne Society named after the birth place of one, whom 
I am sure I may call our ideal naturalist, Gilbert White, of Selborne, 
whose history of that place so vividly describes the Village and Natural 
History of its surroundings, that we almost feel as if we had been born and 
lived in Selborne ourselves. Another Society formed for a similar purpose, 
though at present on a small scale is the Parkinson Society for the pre­
servation of our wild flowers, ferns. &c. To whatever branch of Natural 
History we turn, it is grievous to find many gaps already made by the 
total or nearly total extirpation of some species from its native home. In 
the Mammalia, the Beaver, the Marten, the Polecat, and, as I hope to 
convince you before the close of this paper, the Hare, have either already 
disappeared or are gradually but surely disappearing from their native 
haunts and homes in the British Isles. Amongst birds, the Great Auk. a 
harmless sea fowl, has already been cleared from the face of the earth, the 
Bustard, the Crane, the Stork, and many others I could mention have 
become extinct in England, the Bittern, the Eagles and Hawks, and num­
bers of our brightest plumaged birds, including that beautiful little 
creature, the Kingfisher, and our sea fowl, are becoming scarcer and 
scarcer. I fear I cannot exculpate the ladies from being guilty in a great 
degree of this wanton destruction, from the inhuman fashion (I cannot 
call it by any other or milder term) of wearing not only the wings or 
feathers, but the whole bodies of these poor birds as personal decorations. 
I could wish that they would join a Society already formed and called the 
Plumage League, and sign an inviolable pledge not to wear feathers at 
all, and I am sure they would feel happier to think that they had not 
contributed to this bird slaughter. Then to turn to the insect world we 
again meet with the same sad blanks, the brightest and most conspicious 
of our native Butterflies, the Large Copper, gone for ever and never to be 
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A N N U A L M E E T I N G . 

STOKE-UPON-TRENT, THURSDAY, MARCH 17TH, 1887. 

(From, the Staffordshire Sentinel.) 

The 22nd Annual Meeting was held at the North Staffordshire 
Hotel, Stoke, on Thursday evening, when there was a large attend­
ance, about 80 members being present. The President (Dr. J. T. 
Arlidge) occupied the chair, and on opening the meeting introduced 
a recommendation that Mr. C. L. Wragge should be appointed an 
honorary member of the Club, referring to the valuable papers 
which had been contributed to the club by Mr. Wragge, to his 
eminence as a meteorologist formerly in this country, and in 
Australia at the present time. On the motion of Mr. Leech, 
seconded by the Eev. T. W. Daltry, the Secretary, the recommend­
ation was unanimously adopted. 

The Secretary read the Annual Report of the Committee, who 
therein stated that it was a source of unmixed pleasure to them 
that they were in a position to congratulate the members on the 
completion of the 22nd year of its history. Besides the excursions 
and evening meetings, the usual number of which had been duly 
held, the attainment of the majority of the club had been successfully 
celebrated. An average number of papers had been read, nearly 
all of them having reference to local matters and thereby eviden­
cing in the most satisfactory way the practical usefulness of the club. 
The financial position was satisfactory, and although there was a 
considerable reduction in the number of members, this was entirely 
due to the second paragraph of Eule 7 having been put rigorously 
into operation, with the result that a number of nominal members 
had been struck off the roll and the expenditure of the club 
materially reduced. The summer excursions, though not without 
rainfall, had been very enjoyable. The average attendance had 
been 50. At the last annual meeting the total number of members 
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A N N U A L A D D R E S S . 

By THE PRESIDENT, J. T. ARLIDGE, ESQ., A.B., M.D., F . R . C . P . , LOND. 

In the case of individuals, as well as of groups of individuals, in societies 
or in nations, it is a matter of wisdom and prudence to review, from time 
to time, their past history and experience ; to compare their present position 
with what has gone before, and to honestly examine their whole career 
with the view of determining whether they are advancing in well-being, 
or are remaining stationary, or, alas 1 are retrograding. It is wise to make 
such a retrospect, notwithstanding that experience, in all time, has proved 
that human actions and conduct can never bear a close scrutiny, without 
the discovery that many things have been done, which ought not to have 
been done ; and many left undone which ought to have been done. 

Now it seems to me a very opportune season, at the end of the twenty-
first year of the existence of this club, to make a survey of the work 
accomplished, and to gather from the review lessons as to what to avoid, 
and what to follow out in the future, and withal to find what grounds 
we have of encouragement. 

To arrive at a correct estimate of our success, or of our failure, it is 
necessary to consider the aim and object with which the club was estab­
lished. This point is at once determined by the first B,ule, which provides 
" that a Club be formed under the title of the North Staffordshire Natura­
lists' Field Club, having for its object the practical study of Natural 
History in all its branches." To fulfil this object other rules enact that 
there shall be Field meetings and Evening meetings at appointed periods ; 
that books and journals shall be purchased for the use of members, and 
that papers read before the Society shall be published in externa, or else 
in abstract. I t is clear, therefore, that a County Nataral History Club was 
in the minds of the founders, and that North Staffordshire should stand 
foremost in the sphere of its operations. The question now arises, have 
we been faithful to these objects ? The printed records of our proceedings 
during twenty-one years must be appealed to for reply. 

The brief report of our first year's transactions indicates that the then 
members held natural history researches as their primary purpose, and 
were evidently enthusiastic in its pursuit. Yet even in the course of this 
first year a rival in their affections appeared in the shape of archaeology, 
which very soon won over to its side the allegiance of many. So at­
tractive did it prove itself that in 1877, it was admitted on a like footing 
with natural history, and the addition " Archaeological Society " appended 
to the previous designation of the club, 
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