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STAFFORDSHIRE CHURCH INTERIORS DURING THE YEARS 1857 - 1860. 

S.A. Jeavons, F.S.A. 

That it is possible to give a detailed description of Staffordshire church interiors during 
this period is due to the energy of two ladies, a certain Mrs. Moore and her sister. Precise 
evidence as to their identification is lacking, but it is probable that the Mrs. Moore in 
question was the wife of the Venerable H. Moore, Archdeacon of Staff ord, and that the other 
lady was Charlotte Huntington, who was born in 1793 and died in 1875. During the years 
1857 to 1860, these two ladies visited every church in Staffordshire and recorded in water-
colours a view of the interior and exterior of every building. The artistic abilities of the 
sisters may leave something to be desired, but it is without question that they have left 
an invaluable record of the ecc les iast ical setting of the churches at this period. This c o l ­
lection must be one of the most complete records in existence ; of outstanding importance 
to ecc les io log is ts , it is housed in the Library of Lichfield Cathedral. 

The liturgical setting shown by these water-colours is so different from that of the 
present day, that it is necessary to consider the liturgy of the Church of England prior to 
1850. Changes and modifications in the setting for worship have been constantly taking 
place in our churches since the Reformation and the Liturgical question is still a source 
of debate today. Indeed the revolutionary desiqns of the Continental churches over the past 
twenty years have already influenced some of our architects, and we see that the church 
authorities are examining and experimenting with this type of plan at the present time. The 
outcome by the end of this century may well give us a setting entirely different from that 
of today. 

The Reformation had a tremendous impact upon the English church, and the laity now 
joined in the service, which became an act of corporate worship. Prior to this, particularly 
in the larger parish churches, they had been excluded, on the western side of a large screen. 
They may have heard occasional fragmentary snatches of the service, which was conducted 
in Latin, and thus unintelligible to the vast majority, and perhaps they may have caught a 
glimpse of the elevation of the host. Now all this was changed, the services were held in 
the English tongue and the laity both wanted to see and hear. The Church of England now 
had to face the problem of evolving a setting for this new form of service. Our parish 
churches had all been built to accommodate the Roman Catholic ritual and consequently 
the ground plan of the building was unsuitable for the Reformed service. It was impossible 
to pull down and rebuild the existing churches, so the authorities had to try and adapt them 
for the new liturgy. 

Faced with this problem it is not surprising to find that various bishops thought and 
acted differently. On the 11th of June, 1550, Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London, pulled 
down the stone high altar of St. Paul 's Cathedral. The reaction of the Council to this act 
was seen in the November of the same year, when it ordered all bishops to remove all stone 
altars in their various d ioceses and to substitute in their place a wooden holytable. This, 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



Page 15 

I N V E N T O R Y 

Classical churches now replaced by buildings in the Gothic Revival style. 

Barr Great, (plate l b ) . 
Bloxwich. (plate 4a) 

ijjutterton 
Darlaston (plate 4b) 

Dresden 

Chancels with apse . 

Barton under Needwood 
Birchfield 
Burslem (plate 10) 

Burton (plate 3a) 
Cotton 

Churches without a chancel 

Elks tone 
Longnor 

Dunston 
Hints, (plate 2b) 

Kings winford 
Lichfield St.Mary 

(plate 3b) 
Newborough. 
Newchapel. 

Dresden 
Fradley 
Newcastle, St. Gi les . 

(plate 5b) 
Newchapel 
Rocester 

Marchington 
Milton 

Newcastle St.Giles.(plate 5b) 
Rocester . 
Walsall St. Pauls 
West Bromwich 
Willenhall(plate 12b) 

Shareshill 
Smethwick 
Tipton (plate 12a) 

Thorpe Constantine (plate 8b) 
Willenhall (plate 12b) 

Warslow 
Wigginton 

Churches with chancels clear of furnishings otherwise than an altar, with or without rai ls . 

Alstonfield (plate 11a) 
Bar last on 
Bradley le Moors 
Brewood (plate 7a) 
Burton on Trent (plate 3a) 
Yoxall 

Chile ote 
Clifton Campville 
Ellastone 
Gratwich 
Kingswinford 

Ipstones 
Lapley 
Mayfield 
Milton 
Wombourne 

Churches with raised chancels 

Maer Newborough Wednesbury, St. James 
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Baswich 

Edingale (plate 2a) 

Churches with chancel stalls 
Audley 
Bet ley 
Bucknall * 
Cotton 
Dunstall * 
Gentleshaw * 

* A Gothic Revival Building. 

Harborne 
Lichfield, St. Chad 

Hixon * 
Kidsgrove 
Newborough 
Normacott * 
Rushall * 
Shenstone * 

Churches with box pews in the chancel 

Caverswall (plate la ) 
Gnosall 

Longdon 
Rolleston 

Churches with an altar placed on steps 

Alstonfield (plate 11a) Grindon 

Churches with an altar that is without rails. 

Chile ote 
Clifton Campville 

Marchington 
Milton 

Newborough 
Weston on Trent 

Stretton 
Tettenhall 
Wednesbury, St. James * 
Wolstanton 
Great Wyrley * 

Tattenhill 

Ipstones 

Thorpe Constantine(plate 8b) 

Churches in which the altar is covered but entirely without ornaments 

Alstonfield (plate 11a) 
Barlaston 
Blurt on (plate 5a) 
Bradley le Moors 
Cauldon 
Croxden (plate 7b) 
Dilhorne 
Elkstone 
Ellastone 
Farewell (plate 6a) 

Hammerwich (plate 6b)Norton le Moors. 
Harborne Onecote 
Ipstones Pats hull 
Kings ley Rushton Spencer 
Kings winford Smethwick 
Longnor Stretton 
Mayf ield Stretton cum Wetmore 
Meerbrook Thorpe Constantine(plate 8b) 
Muckleston Wars low 
Newchapel 

Churches in which the altar is a bare table 
Milton 

Churches that had a squire's pew in the chancel 
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A PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE EXCAVATION OF THE DEFENCES OF 
THE ROMAN FORT AT WALL (STAFFORDSHIRE) 

F.H. Lyon and J .T. Gould. 

INTRODUCTION 

For many years it has been suspected that there was a Roman fort in the neighbourhood 
of Wall. In the Ministry of Works museum on the Baths s i te , are parts of two small bronze 
tags which were once attached to military eguipment; each was punched with the name of 
the centurion to whose century the article belonged. One refers to the century of Vitalis 
but the name of the other centurion is incomplete (J.R.S. XL11 , 1957, p. 231). Such tags, 
and other items of military equipment as have been found at Wall, all indicate a nearby fort. 
A detailed list of military finds is given in "The Military Advance under Ostorius Scapula" 
by Graham Webster M.A., F.S.A., (Arch J. , CXY, p. 94) 

In 1929 cropmarks at nearby Shenstone were assumed to show the site of this fort but 
the excavations whichfollowed (B .A.S .T., LX111, p. Dproduced evidence only of a Roman 
farmstead. Other cropmarks were photographed and published by Dr. St. Joseph (J .R .S., 
XL111, 1953, p. 83). These were of three ditches and a rounded corner in the south-west­
ern angle of the junction of Ashcroft Lane and the Watling Street. Excavation proved these 
ditches also to be civilian and part of the town defences (B .A.S .T. LXXV, 1957, p.24). 

The Excavation 

In 1958, members of the Lichfield Archaeological Society found a military ditch in the 
paddock attached to the White House at Wall (Nat. Grid SK101066). The owner of the land, 
Mr. K. Cutler, permitted the society in 1959 and 1960 to cut a trench through this ditch 
(fig. 16, no IV ) . As the trench was extended in a northerly direction to secure details of 
the rampart, two smaller ditches (fig. 16, nos 11 & 111) were encountered. These were at 
first thought to be palisade slots with the remains of a turf rampart behind them. Strati­
fication however soon showed the error of this, and in any case the turf was found to be 
only the fill of another ditch (fig 16, no 1). It was impossible to extend the trench stil l 
further north into the adjacent garden to secure details of the rampart. 

In 1960, an extension in the opposite direction revealed yet another military ditch 
(fig 15, no V ) . with a clean fill of sand. Stratigraphy indicated that earlier features than 
this ditch lay to the south, and s o the trench was again extended to reveal eventually a 
second defensive system (fig. 14, nos V l l & V l l l ) but again there were indications of 
earlier features to the south. A final extension of the trench revealed yet another ditch 
(fig. 13, no IX) with associated Claudian pottery. 

In all , the section measured over one hundred and forty feet in length and was e x ­
cavated almost throughout to bedrock which lay about ten feet below the present surface. 
The publication of such a section, with a detailed analysis of the pottery is beyond the 
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scope of this present article, and must await the publication of the final report. This is 
only an interim report with schematic diagrams. 

In both 1959 and 1960,the soc iety dug on almost every Saturdayfrom April to November 
as well as on additional days during holiday periods. This had its disadvantages s ince the 
trench was not always found as it had been left on the previous week. Geese and hedge­
hogs frequently fe l l into the open trench, the latter usually seeking to escape by burrowing 
into the section at a number of different points. 

Throughout the excavation many sherds of amphorae were found, which, with the pieces 
of samian cups (Dragendorff 24 and 27)suggest that the habits of soldiers have not changed 
greatly over the centuries as was a lso suggested by the finding of one and a half white 
and -we Mack gaming counters. 

The so i l of the site is very acid s o that much of the pottery including the samian ware 
was in poor condition. So much was this the case that Mr. Brian Hartley M.A., F.S.A. of 
Leeds University has had difficulty in deciding whether one or two small sherds are of 
South Gaulish or Central Gaulish manufacture, owing to the action of the acid on the paste. 
All bronze ob jects , with two exceptions (and they were in very bad condition) had been 
reduced to an amorphous green salt. 

Another feature of the excavation was the presence of tree roots, sometimes eleven feet 
below the surface. Worms were active in the ditches down to depths of six feet. 

The Site 

The site of the fort was of strategic andtacticalimpcrtance.lt stood on a hill command­
ing the Watling Street as it ran westwards towards Wroxeter and the Welsh military zone . T o 
the east lay the crossroads where Watling Street and Ryknield Street c ross ; the Ryknield 
Street running south-west to Alcester and onto Gloucester or Caerleon, whilst to the north­
east it passed through Littlechester and onto Lincoln or York. The fort was strongest to the 
south and west where the ground falls steeply. The fall to the east is gentle and eventually 
rising ground is reached, but this is too distant to help attackers. At the foot of the west ­
ern slope of the hill , a brook, HammerwichWater.runs through marshy ground before joining 
the Crane Brook at Shenstone. Water could a lso be drawn from wells which today need only 
be twelve to fifteen feet deep to ensure a plentiful supply. The subsoil is of sand and 
pebbles overlying red sandstone. 

Figure 13 

Unfortunately it was not possible to excavate ditch IX fully as water was encountered 
nine feet below the present surface. An attempt was made to bale out but this had to be 
abandoned, the water flowing in faster than it could be removed, bringing with it leached 
sand and s i l t , thus undermining the walls and making it imperative to abandon the attempt. 
Consequently the lower four feet of the ditch as drawn are largely conjectural. The advent 
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to helping. Many others helped on odd occasions but a list of them would be impossibly 
long. 

Finally reference must be madetothe man who is such an inspiration to digging amateur 
archaeologists throughout the Midlands - Mr. Graham Webster M.A., F .S .A. who has gener­
ally supervised the excavations throughout. He has spent much of his valuable time on the 
site, giving and opening up channels of specialist advice without whichnothing could have 
been achieved. Whenever difficulties were encountered he was available. 

Abbreviations J.R.S. Journal of Roman Studies 
Arch J. Archaeological Journal 
BAST Birmingham Archaeological Society. Transactions • 
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PREBENDS IN THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF SAINTS MARY AND CHAD IN 
L ICHFIELD. 

The Rev. H. Baylis , M.A., 

In discussing the meaning of the words 'Prebend' and 'Prebendary' we do not need to 
concern ourselves with the Cathedrals of the New Foundation. These pr.'or to the Reforma­
tion had also been monastic establishments, or as in the case of Carlisle staffed by Aug-
ustinian Canons, as was the Foundation of which I am Master. 

The Cathedrals of the Old Foundation, of which Lichfield is one, had been staffed by 
secular clergy, and the Reformation made much less difference to them than it did to those 
of the New Foundation. 

The office of Rural Dean, or Dean Rural as he is termed in old Canons, is an ancient 
and important office of the church, but Deans, Precentors, Chancellors and Treasurers came 
in after the Norman Conquest, and the earliest recorded Dean in England is at York c .1090. 
The first Dean of Lichfield definitely recorded as such is William c . 1140. In right of their 
Cathedral appointments they were entitled to a certain share of the total income of the 
total income of the Cathedral Chapter, but they themselves held prebends a lso , as did most 
of the clergy who shared in the responsibility for the Cathedral services . These prebends 
were endowed by appropriations from parochial benefices or from land. This appropriation 
usually consisted of the greater tithe of the benefice, or on the land, or in certain cases a 
moiety thereof. The stipends or profits resulting from these endowments were known as 
'praebenda' or pittances (c.f. praebita-a provision or allowance) hence the recipient came to 

be known as a prebendary. In addition to the prebends attached to the thirteen (1) Cathe­
drals of the Old Foundation in England and Wales, there were many attached to Collegiate 
Churches, as , for instance, those in our diocese at Wolverhampton and Tamworth. 

The Founders of the Prebends. 

In looking for origins of almost everything there has usually been a tendency to date 
them earlierthan they actually were.The writer of Eccles iastes is right when he says that 
there is no new thing under the sun, and few show the common sense of John Ball in ap­
pealing to 'when Adam delve and Eve span' . The attitude of perhaps the earliest written 
reference to the Prebends in our Cathedral can therefore be easily understood. 

William of Malmesbury (1095-1143) wrote his Gesta Pontificum Anglorum in 1125 and 
revised it between 1135 and 1140. He writes of Lichfield,"Athelwold in 822 appointed 
Prebendaries and Huida became the first Provost or Dean." He says that there were nine­
teen prebends given to eleven priests and eight deacons, and that these were afterwards 
increased t o : - Berkswich, Weeford, Sallow, Handsacre, Tachbrook, Freeford, Eccleshal l 
Bishopshull, Ologhton, Itchington, Curborough, Tarvin, Gaia the Great, Gaia the L e s s , 
Longdon, Statfold. Prees, Colwich, Brewood, Alrewas and Wolvey. It would not be wise to 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



Page 39 

say that this is entirely wrong, although several of these prebends are attributes to later 
founders. There is always the possibility of a re-foundation of existing prebends, and this 
is probably what was done witha number by Roger de Clinton.. . and his predecessor Robert 
Peche . All the present prebends were founded before the death of Roger de Meuland in 
1295. The foundation of those prior to 1231 is generally confirmed by the Taxation Ro l l s . 
The confirmation of Archbishop Boniface (1245-1273) mentions all except Pipa Parva, 
Sandiacre, Flixton, Whittington, as such, and Offley. It adds Harborne and Meresbury, but 
these were benefices of which the greater tithes went to the common funds of the Dean and 
Chapter. The valuation of Edward 1 in 1291 includes all but Flixton and Sandiacre, both of 
which were probably founded soon after that date. _ 

The Bishops to whom the founding or re-founding of stalls is attributed are:- 1. Robert 
Peche who was chaplain to Henry 1 and was consecrated at Abingdon on 13 March 1121. 
He died 22 August 1127 and was buried at Coventry. 2. Roger de Clinton, Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, who was consecrated at Canterbury 22 December 1129, and enthroned at 
Coventry in the following January. He re-built the Cathedral, walled the City, constructed 
a ditch and erected barrs or gates. He founded or re-founded the Hospital of St. John Bap­
tist without the Barrs, of which I am at present Master. He died at Antioch 16 April 1148 
and was buried there. 3. Richard Peche, Archdeacon of Chester, who was consecrated in 
1162. He became a monk of St. Thomas, Stafford, and on his death on 6 October 1182, was 
buried there. These three founded the majority of the s ta l l s . 4. Geoffrey de Muschamp, 
Archdeacon of Cleveland, who was consecrated at Canterbury 21 June 1198. He died 6 
October 1208 and was buried at Lichfield. He re-founded the prebend of Wolvey and ob­
tained from King John several churches including Walsall, Forton, Rugeley and Cannock. 
5. Alexander de Stavenby who was consecrated on 14 April 1224. He founded the Grey 
Friars in Lichfield and a lso the stalls of Tarvin and Wellington. He died at Andover 26 
December 1238. and was buried at Lichfield. 6. Hugh de Pateshull who was Treasurer of 
England and Canon of St. Paul ' s . He was consecrated 1 July 1240 and enthroned 21 Sep­
tember. Herefounded the prebend of Colwich. He died 7 December 1241 and was buried 
near St. Stephen's Altar in the Cathedral. 7. Roger de Weseham who was Archdeacon of 
Rochester and Dean of Lincoln and was consecrated 1 January 1245. He founded Ryton, 
Bobbenhull and Bolton, and annexed the latter to the Archdeaconry of Chester, thus making 
it probably the only archdeaconry in which the holder was not purely dependant on his f e e s . 
Bishop Roger resigned 4 December 1256 and died at Brewood 20 May 1257. He was buried 
in the Cathedral. 8. Roger de Meuland, sometimes known as Molend or Langspe, who was 
consecrated 10 March 1257 or 8. He died 16 December 1295 and was buried on the south 
side of the High Altar near the Bishop's Seat. He confirmed the foundation of the prebend 
of Bolton, and added Flixton, Pipa Parva and Sandiacre. As every prebendary could come 
into residence if he wished, and would thus reduce the individual share of commons, the 
founding of these last prebends was resisted by the Dean and the holders of existing pre­
bends. Their resistance was unavailing, but no further foundations took place after Bishop 
Meuland's death. 
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the small tithes: of Packington; of Thickbroom: of Swinfen (Mr Swinfen claimed the greater 
tithes); of parts of Lichfield: of Edial, except one house anciently called Burnes House 
and of Woodhouses; of Haselour; of certain tithes at Pipe Hill, Wall and Curborough; on 
houses in Bacon Street; on all the houses in Wade Street; on houses and gardens at Ash-
more Brook, and on ground at Longdon. There were a lso the tithes on Thickbroom Mill, 
Swinfen Mill and Weeford Mill. The Oliverian Survey was taken on 26 April 1650 and - a 
second time on 11 June 1650. This was probably because the last life in the lease died in 
January and the property was therefore in possession. The Survey adds: - 'The Church at 
Weeford is but meanly provided for Minister nor means. There is no Vicar 's House at all . 
There is a Chapel at Packington but as little orovision for a minister as at Weeford. There 
is a Curate that serves both by turns'. 

Wellington (All Saints) in the County of Salop. 

The Prebend was founded by Alexander de Stavenby about 1226. It had a moiety of the 
tithes of Wellington, the other half going to Shrewsbury Abbey. Wellington included not 
only the present town but Hadley, Lawley and Ketley. One of the famous holders of this 
prebend was Henry Chicheley who became Bishop of St. David's and later Archbishop of 
Canterbury. He founded All Souls College at Oxford and had much to do with the founding 
of St. John's College. 

Whittington (Holy Trinity) 

This was founded by Roger de Clinton as Berkswich. The prebend did not possess any 
tithes or land at Whittington, but the Dean and Chapter did acquire the greater tithes as 
part of their general fund.Baswich or Berkswich included Radford, Weeping Cross , Walton, 
Milford and Brocton and the greater tithes of all these belonged to the prebend. In conse ­
quence of this the prebendary has often been termed as of Berkswich and Whittington, or of 
Whittington and Berkswich. 

Wolvey (St. John Baptist) in the County of Warwick. 

This prebend was founded by Geoffrey de Muschamp, and was endowed with the tithes 
of Wolvey which was a thriving town of knitters and millers. 

I began research which led to this paper in connection with a proposal to embroider 
backs and seats for the stalls in which the prebendaries and vicars choral s it . I set out to 
find three things, the founders of the stalls , the patron saints of the benefices from which 
the prebendaries derived their former incomes, and the names and coats of arms of those 
who gave the actual stalls at the restoration of the Cathedral by Bishop Hacket. The last 
contains a list of people, prominent, either in the counties which were in this d i o cese , or 
in Restoration England. Those from our own diocese include Legges , Chetwynds, Vernons, 
Broughtons and Bagots. Those from the whole of England include the Archbishop of Can­
terbury (Sheldon), the Bishop of Winchester (Morley), the Bishop of Durham (Cosin), the 
Duke of Albemarle, the Earl of Clarendon, George Carteret and Lord Berkley who founded 
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New Jersey, Richard Busby, the famous Head Master of Westminster School , John and Wil­
liam Ashburnham, and one woman, the Lady Mary Airmin. Prebendaries today are still in­
ducted into stalls whose titles they have been given, each succeeding a line of predeces­
sors going back over the centuries. Conditions have changed greatly s ince the stalls were 
founded. Renewal and restoration have again and again been needed in material things, in 
forms of worship and in life. In all that is being done in our Cathedral Church today; in 
what has been done through the centuries; there has been in the minds of the doers one 
purpose which a Cathedral Church should set out to fulfil-the regular presentation day by 
day of worthy worship to God. 

Notes:-

(1) The Cathedrals of the Old Foundation in England and Wales were: - York, London, 
Chichester, Exeter, Hereford, Lichfield, Lincoln, Salisbury, Wells, Bangor, Llandaff, St. 
Asaph and St. David 's . 

(2) Some prebendal stalls had a Vicar Choral, either a priest or a layman, assigned to 
them, and in that case the prebendary concerned had to pay wages to his vicar. Those stalls 
which had no Vicar assigned to them had to pay to the common funds of the Vicars Choral. 

(3) A noble was 6s . 8d but this was later increased to 10s and a new coin called an 
angel was issued of the former value of the noble. 

(4) Lammastide owed much of its old importance in agricultural districts to the cere­
mony of re-distribution which took place. From Lady Day to Lammas, in other words from 
Seedtime to Harvest, pastures were assigned to individual tenants. At Lammas the land 
again became common property and the community divided it afresh, sometimes by drawinn 
lots . 
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Murals found in a Bird St., Shop 

In the course of demolition of old buildings at the back of the Bolton Warehouse Com­
pany's shop in Bird St, Lichfield in December 1960, a large circular room was found above 
a cei l ing. It contained murals done in shell and pebblework. One showed the west front of 
the Cathedral, another a tree, and the third a building like a summer house on the top of a 
hill. It seems likely that these were the work of French prisoners quartered in Lichfield 
during the Napoleonic wars. The Staffordshire Advertiser of January 7th 1747 states that a 
party of seventy four French prisoners passed through Stafford on their way to Lichfield 
where they were to be put on parole.,Some of them appear to have been housed in the build­
ing where the murals were found. Mr. J.W. Jackson in his book "Historical Incidents in and 
around Lichfield" quoted an article from the nursing mirror of July 1932. Referring to the 
French prisoners it said "A curious trace of the activities of these men remains today in 
an old stone building of the (old) Cottage Hospital. The prisoners, evidently to relieve 
their boredom, decorated the circular walls from top to bottom with shell work. There is an 
excellent representation of the Cathedral and some attractive country scenes with trees 
and c a s t l e . " The article in the Staffordshire Advertiser already mentioned refers to a house 
in Bore St. at the back of which was a cooper 's shop used by the prisoners. A Major St. 
Croix, s o it is said, used to give French lessons, and this statement is supported by frag­
ments of a French exercise found during the demolition. It consists of simple French sen ­
tences , heavily corrected, with the comment "very bad" at the end. With it were two maps, 
one of South America and one of Africa. 

Rosemary Parnaby 

Miss K.M. Peake confirming that there were two sets of murals made by the French 
prisoners. She remembers being shown one at the back of the Sandford St. Hospital by the 
then matron but adds that when she made inquiries some years ago , she found that they 
had been destroyed. 

Editor., 
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Nov. 11th Open Evening and Buffet Supper with Brains Trust (Prof. H. Humphreys O.B.E 
M.C., F.S.A., Nicholas Thomas M.A., F.S.A. S.H. Robinson) and lecture, theTemeVal -

L ICHFIELD ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 1960-1 

President:- S.A. Jeavons, F.S.A. 
Chairman: F.H. Lyon. 
Secretary: J .T. Gould. 
Treasurer: P.R. Sheppard 
Excursion & Press Secretary: 

E. Ashdown-Sharp. 
Committee: Miss R. Parnaby B.A., Mrs. Lines B.A., Councillor H. Ebdon, N. Harman, 

M.A.K. Pascoe . 

Report of the committee for the year ended June 30th 1961. 

Committee Meetings. 

The Committee has met seven times during the year. 

Membership. 

On June 30th 1961 there were 128 members of the Society. 
This included ten institutional members. 

Obituary 

The Committee reports with regret the death of Miss Marie Grutter M.A. who has been a 
member of the Society since its institution and who was largely responsible for 
the c l ose cooperation that exists between this Society and the Extra Mural Department 
of Birmingham University. 

Winter Meetings 

The following papers were submitted at meetings held: 

1960 
Oct. 7th. An Archaeological Survey of Staffordshire - R. Sherlock B.A., This meeting 

was preceded by the Annual General Meeting. 

Nov. 4th. The Prebendal Stalls of Lichfield Cathedral - Prebendary H. Baylis M.A. 
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Programme. 

The Committee has arranged a varied programme for the coming winter sess ion . Suggestions 
for lectures and offers of help in arranging excursions would be welcomed. 

S.A. JEAVONS (President) 
J.T. GOULD (Hon. Secretary) 
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An Excursion To The Welsh Border, June 16th - 18th, 1961 

The President led a party of twenty one members on this excursion, based at Kington. 
On the way down the party visited the Norman church at Aston Eyre, that has a fine tym­
panum depicting the entry of Our Lord into Jerusalem, carved by craftsmen from the Leo ­
minster School. The interior of this small building is not without interest, as the builders 
in the late Norman period had just discovered the pointed arch when building the entry into 
the chancel . It also has an unusual triple set of Norman windows in the east wall of the 
chancel A brief pause was made at Shipton, to view the Elizabethan house with its med­
ieval dovecote , now roofless, and the fine Georgian stables. At Diddlebury the party in­
spected the Saxon work in the north wall of the church and then proceeded to Kington for 
dinner. 

On Saturday morningthe party followed the Welsh bank of the Wye and crossed the river 
in order to see the church at Bronllys, with its detached Border tower and late medieval 
screen. At nearby Llandefalle a considerable amount of time was spent in the large church 
with its fine waggon roofs and 15th century screen. Much amusement was caused by two 
geese , who solemnly escorted the President's car the entire length of the Church Lane. 
At Llanf i l lo , with a small church, consisting of nave and chancel , again with waggon roofs, 
the party saw the finest screen in this part of Wales. It has been restored with modern-
figures on the panels of the rood loft, but contains some fine medieval carving. After a 
break for coffee the party proceeded to Tretower Court, the home of the Vaughans and a 
fine example of a fortified manor house, with its nearby earlier stone cas t l e . This is a 
unique building consisting of a round shell keep enclosed by a rectangular outbuilding. 

After lunch the members proceeded to RowIstone, which has another Normanchurch with 
carving from the Leominster School and a pair of fine medieval metal candle brackets. The 
church at Clodock is full of interest as it contains all of its original 17th and 18th century 
internal fittings and the only thing missing is the village orchestra, from the empty space 
in the west gallery. Passing through Longtown with its Norman shell keep still standing, 
the party reached St. Margarets, with one of the finest screens on the Border; it still retains 
the rood loft, although this is without figures but contains a wealth of carving. At Peter-
church the party saw a fine Norman church, on a four chambered plan with rounded apse 
and west tower that had the misfortune to lose its spire a few years ago . On the way back 
to Kington the members visited Moccas church, a smaller edition of Peterchurch, but on a 
three chambered plan, without a tower, and practically unaltered from Norman times, the 
only addition being early 14th century windows. 

After breakfast on Sunday the party set out for Eardisland for a visit to the church with 
its magnificent Norman font, again carved by the Leominster craftsment. The Norman motte 
with its extensive earthworks aroused much comment. Then the party visited Old Radnor. 
Here the field systems were explained and the defences of the valley pointed out from the 
site of one of the strongholds of King Harold. The church at Old Radnor is one of the finest 
on the Welsh side of the Border and contains one of the earliest fonts in the country, also 
a fine 15th century screen running right across the church and a magnificent late medieval 
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roof. 

At Rodd the party was met by Lord Rennell, who conducted the members round the 
house and gave a most interesting account of the land systems and a history of his Family. 
Rodd Court was built c . 1629 on an L shdped plan and consists of two storeys, with cellars 
and attics , the roofs are covered with stone s lates .The walls are built partly of stone and 
brick. Altogether the house is a complete example of its period and contains much of in­
terest, including original doorways and panellingto most of the rooms. Above the panelling 
of the Drawing Room on the first floor is a plaster entablature enriched with wyverns and a 
plaster ceiling decorated withfleur-de-lis. It contains a fine fireplace, flanked by pilasters 
decorated with figures of men wearing costumes of the time of Charles 1. The carved over­
mantel contains the figures of Adam and Eve, with the serpent between;the former is mod­
estly dressed in breeches. Lord Rennell has converted a 17th century barn into a library, 
leaving the upper storey of the end bay to form a gallery. 

In the garden is the early medieval timber-framed house of the family; although this 
was altered in the late 16th century, the interior 14th century crutch trusses are still in 
situ. Many of the barns date back to the 15th century and their layouts are still a model of 
their kind, a fact that must give Lord Rennell much satisfaction, when he is able to inform 
the Ministry that their suggested procedure has been in use at Rodd for over three centuries 
The President thanked Lord Rennell on behalf of the Society for a most delightful vis it . 

After lunch the party proceeded to Pembridge, a village whose timber-framed houses 
provide a picturesque setting for the fine 14th century church with its detached belfry. The 
timber framed market hall with the medieval New Inn forms a lovely centre to the vi l lage. 
The next stopping place was Eardisland, one of Hereford's most delightful vi l lages, with 
the River Arrow running through the main street and the half timbered houses clustered on 
either bank. The finest of these is the Staick House, a timber-framed building that has 
grown over three centuries, the earliest part of which dates back to the 14th century. 

Thef inal stage ofthe excursion was Weobley,the finest village of its type in the coun­
try. It possesses a wealth of timber-framed houses of many types, ranging from the 14th to 
the 17th centuries, and two houses show magnificent heavy crutch trusses of the earlier 
period. The 17th century grammar school with its carved woodwork is only one of the build­
ings that repay study. The church with its 13th, 14th and 15th century work was visited and 
the President drew attention to the tower with its spire standing at the north west end of 
the nave, pointing out its similarity to the towers of Lincolnshire. Tea was taken at the 
17th century Unicorn Inn and Mr. C. Bridgeman proposed a vote of thanks; afterwards the 
members left for home. 
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APPLEYARD H-
ASHDOWN-SHARP E. 
ASHDOWN-SHARP Mrs.E. 
ASHDOWN-SHARP Miss P 
AUSTIN Miss M. 
BAILEY Miss P. 
BAKER M.H. 
BALLINGER J.C. 
BATES A.J. 
BAYLIS Preb. H.; M.A. 
BEARDSMORE L.J. 
BEASLEY F.L. 
BEASLEV Mrs. F.E. 
BEETLESTONE A.G. 
BIRCH R.D. 
BRANGAN J. 
BRANNON L.A.M. 
BRATT Miss J.; B.A. 
BRDDGEMAN Alderman C.W. 
BRDDGEMAN Mrs. C.W. 
BROOKE Miss A. 
BUNCHER J.C.; M.A. 
CASTELLAN Miss 
CHARMERS Mrs. 
CHELL L.O. 
CLAYTON F.H. 
CRAIG-CAMERON 
CRAIG-CAMERON 
CRAIG-CAMERON Mrs. 
CUR LEY L.K.; M.A. 
CUTLER K.P. 
CUTLER Mrs. K. 
DAVIES R.A. 
DAVD2S Mrs. R.A. 
DICKINSON Miss K. 
DYKE T.W. 
DYKE Miss E.M. 
EBDON councillor H. 
EDYVEAN R.H.J: M.P.S.; 

F.B.O.A. 
EDYVEAN Mrs. N.W.:M.P.S 
EVANS Miss j ; B.A. 

Public Library, Lichfield 
32 Lyn Ave . , Lichfield. 
32 Lyn Ave . , Lichfield. 
32 Lyn Ave . , Lichfield. 
97 Gaia Lane, Lichfield. 
77 Slade Rd., Roughley, Nr. Sutton Coldfield 
6 Rugeley Rd. , Hazel Slade, Nr. Cannock 
24 Bird St., Lichfield 
21 Benson Close , Lichfield 
Master's House.St. John's Hospital, Lichfield 
244 Beacon St., Lichfield 
Clevelands, Muckley Corner, Nr. Lichfield. 
Clevelands, Muckley Corner, Nr. Lichfield 
Barracks Lane, Sandhills, Walsall Wood 
White House, Lichfield 
56 Leighswood Rd. , Aldridge 
68Shortbutts Lane, Lichfield 
52 Beacon St., Lichfield 
. 8 Nether Beacon, Lichfield. 
8 Nether Beacon, Lichfield 
5 Quicksand Lane, Aldridge. 
11 Beacon St., Lichfield 
The Old House, Wolseley Bridge, Stafford. 

16 Walsall Rd. , Lichfield 
118 Birmingham Rd. , Lichfield 
Rocklands, Wis sage Rd., Lichfield 
1 Jackman Rd. , Fradley, Nr. Lichfield 
1 Jackman Rd. , Fradley, Nr. Lichfield 
1 Jackman Rd. , Fradley, Nr. Lichfield 
Grammar School, Tynings Lane, Aldridge. 
White House, Wall, Nr. Lichfield. 
White House, Wall, Nr. Lichfield 
24 Lincoln Croft, Shenstone. 
24 Lincoln Croft, Shenstone. 
Pool Walk, Lichfield 
Tregothnau, London Rd. , Lichfield 
Tregothnau, London Rd. , Lichfield 
Manor Farm, Wall, Lichfield 

17 Market St., Lichfield 
, 17 Market St., Lichfield 
52 Beacon St., Lichfield 

List of Members 
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FREER A.S. 
FREER Mrs A.S. 
GILSON C: B.Sc. 
GOULD J. 
GOULD Mrs. D.E. 
GREGORY Miss P. 
GRIFFIN Miss II. 
GRUTTER Miss A.M: M.A. 
HALES H.N. 
HALES Mrs. C M . 
HALL H-
HARMAN N. 
HARTLEY R. 
HARTLEY Mrs. R. 
HDDER Mrs. R. 
HUDSON Mrs. N.R.E. 
JEAVONS R. 
JEAVONS S.A.. F.S.A. 
JEAVONS Mrs. S.A. 
JONES D.F. 
KIRK J. 

LACEY Mrs. S.M. 
LAKIN T.W. 
LAKIN Miss T.W. 
LAW LEY Miss D. 
LILBURN J. 
LILBURN Mrs. J. 
LINDLEY J.R., M.A. 
LINES G.H.E. 
LINES Mrs. M.: B.A. 
LINFORD A.L . : A.M.I.C.E 

LINFORD Mrs. A.L. 
LINFORD F. 
LINFORD Mrs. F. 
LOE R.S. 
LOE Miss V.F.A. 
LYON F.H. 
LYON Mrs. F.H. 
LYON M.: B.A. 
MCCALLUM Rev. J. 
Mc CALLUM Miss R. 
MACMILLAN Miss A.R. 
MACPHERSON Very Rev. 

W.S.: M.A. 
MACPHERSON Mrs. W.S. 

3 Meadow Close,Streetly,Nr. Sutton Coldfield 
3 Meadow Close , Streetly, Nr. Sutton Coldfield 
28 Cell Farm Ave . , Old Windsor 
307 Erdington Rd. , Aldridge 
307 Erdington Rd. , Aldridge 
Kerrisdale, Little Aston Park Rd. , Streetly 
Westgate, Beacon St., Lichfield 
3 The Woodyard, Elford. 
272 Stechford Rd./Birmingham 34 
272 Stechford Rd., Birmingham 34 
12a The Close , Lichfield 
Westways, Quarry Hills Lane, Lichfield 
Waterloo Rd. , Bryanston, Johannesburg. 
Waterloo Rd. , Bryanston, Johannesburg. 
25 Lyn Ave . , Lichfield 
Green Valley, Westfield Rd. , Armitage 
Hardwick Lodge, Hardwick Rd. , Streetly 
Hardwick Lodge, Hardwick Rd. , Streetly 
Hardwick Lodge, Hardwick Rd. , Streetly 
141 Trent Valley Rd. , Lichfield 
24 Beacon St., Lichfield 
68 Chesterfield Rd. , Lichfield 
Orgreave, Alrewas 
Orgreave, Alrewas 
9 Oakf ield Rd. , Alrewas 
32 Christchurch Lane, Lichfield 
32 Christchurch Lane, Lichfield 
House Master, Maple Hayes, Lichfield 
91 Trent Valley Rd. , Lichfield 
91 Trent Valley Rd. , Lichfield 
: A.M.I.S.E.: L.R.I.B.A.: 
22 Comberford Rd. Tamworth 
22 Comberford Rd. , Tamworth 
Shore Croft, Hatherton, Cannock 
Shore Croft, Hatherton, Cannock 
Home 43 Birmingham Rd., Shenstone 
Home, 43 Birmingham Rd., Shenstone 
27 Lyn Ave . , Lichfield 
27 Lyn Ave . , Lichfield 
27 Lyn Ave . , Lichfield 
Boldmere Vicarage, Sutton Coldfield 
Boldmere Vicarage, Sutton Coldfield 
5 Queens Rd. , Walsall. 

The Deanery, Lichfield 
The Deanery, Lichfield. 
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MARSTON F. 
MARSTON Mrs. F. 
MEZCIEMS D.I.J. 
MOORE Miss H. 
MOORE Miss R. 
MORTON J.E. 
ORTON W. 
PARNABY Miss R 
PASCOE M.A.K. 
PASCOE Mrs. M.A K. 
PEAKE Miss K.M. 
ROBERTS J.N.W. 
ROBERTS Mrs. J.N.W. 
RICHARDS Councillor W. 

.: B.A 

1 Trent Valley Rd., Lichfield 
1 Trent Valley Rd. , Lichfield 
10 The Close , Lichfield 
Fairholme, 3 Friary Ave . , Lichfield 
Fairholme, 3 Friary Ave . , Lichfield 
462 Sutton Rd. , Walsall 
11 Ludgate St., Tamworth 
52 Beacon St., Lichfield 
Wardens Quarters, Lunns Croft, Lichfield 
Wardens Quarters, Lunns Croft, Lichfield 
2 The Close , Lichfield. 
Arden, Valley Lane, Lichfield 
Arden, Valley Lane, Lichfield 

J .P. : B . S c : A.R.C.S. 
King Edward VI School, Lichfield 
44 Somerville Rd., Sutton Coldfield 

E.I.R.I. . 
95 Darnick Rd. , Sutton Coldfield 
95 Darnick Rd. , Sutton Coldfield 
School House, Shenstone 
School House, Shenstone 
42 The Leasowe, Lichfield 
12 Eastridge Croft, Shenstone 
12 Eastridge Croft, Shenstone 

SWINDELLS N.: M.A.: PhD.: 
Rowan Lodge, 14 New Rd. , Shenstone 

SWINDELLS Mrs Rowan Lodge, 14 New Rd. , Shenstone 
TAYLOR R.H. 2 Dam St., Lichfield 
THOMAS N.: M.A.: F.S.A. 10 Vicars Close , Lichfield 
THORPE Dr. H.: M.A.: M.Litt.: F.S.A. 

The University, Edgbaston. 
3 Stockhay Lane, Hammerwich 
96 Birmingham Rd. , Lichfield 
I Stow Croft, Lichfield 
241 Lichfield Rd. , Rushall, Nr. Walsall 
241 Lichfield Rd. , Rushall, Nr. Walsall 
41 Cherry Orchard, Lichfield 
101 Trent Valley Rd. , Lichfield 
I I Vicars Close , Lichfield 
58 Wednesbury Rd. , Walsall 
16 Benson C lose , Lichfield 

ROBINSON S.H. 
ROUND A.A. : B.Sc 

ROUND Mrs. A.A. 
SHEPPARD P.R. 
SHEPPARD Mrs. P.R. 
SILVERTHORNE Miss E 
STOKES E.A. 
STOKES Mrs. N.E. 

TORVELL Miss L .F . 
TURNER Miss U.F. 
UNDERWOOD Mrs. E.B 
WEBSTER E.B. 
WEBSTER Mrs. E.B. 
WEEKS Mrs. ] | . 
WEINER Dr. S. 
WEST T .R .J . , M.A. 
WHISTON J. 
WILSON Councillor W.J. 
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INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS 

Birmingham Archaeological Society 
Birmingham Reference Library 
Birmingham University Library 
Central Library, Hanley 
Central Library, Walsall 
County Library, Stafford 
Society of Antiquaries of London 
William Salt Library, Stafford 
University of North Staffordshire Library, Keele . 
Public Library, Lichfield. 

Page 63 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



Page 64 

Balance Sheet 31st May 1961. 

Liabilities 

Amounts received in advance for Welsh 
Border Trip. 32 10 0 

Surplus Account 

As at 31st May 1960 - £33. 8. 11 
Add surplus for the 

year - £ 4 2 . 3 . 0 75 11 11 

£108 1 11 
I have examined the foregoing Accounts of the Lichfield Archaeological and Historial Soc ­
iety, which are in accordance with the books of the Society. In my opinion and according to 
the best of my information and the explanations given to me, such Accounts show a true, 
and fair view of the state of the affairs of the Society at 31st May, 1961. 

B.W. Hunt F.C.A. 
Honorary Auditor 

Expenditure £ . s . d. 
Cost of Transactions Vo l . 1. 1959-60 32 11 4 
Cost of Projection Screen 5 1 4 
Insurance 4 5 0 
C.B.A. 5 0 
Postages & Stationery Hon. Secretary 10 3 6 
Postages & Petty Cash - Hon Treasurer 3 16 2 

56 2 4 
Surplus for the year 42 3 0 

£98 
Assets 

Balance at Barclay's Bank Ltd, Lichfield: 
Current Account £58 1. 11. 
Deposit Account 50 0. 0. 108 1 11 

£108 1 11 

Income and Expenditure Account Year ended 31st. May 1961. 

Income £ . s . d. 
Membership Subscriptions 51 . 9 6 
Donations 18 10 4 
Profit from Social Evening 15 12 6 
Profit from Meet the Connoisseurs 6 12 6 
Profit from Canal Trip 6 0 6 

£98 5 4 
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