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1 

A MIDDLE BRONZE AGE CREMATION AND OTHER PREHISTORIC 
FEATURES AT HINTS QUARRY, STAFFORDSHIRE 

K R I S H N A K R A W I E C , E M I L Y E D W A R D S , and M E G A N B R I C K L E Y 

S U M M A R Y 

An a r c h a e o l o g i c a l w a t c h i n g br ief and sa lvage r eco rd ing was car r ied out by B i r m i n g h a m 
A r c h a e o l o g y at Hints quar ry , Staffordshire ( N G R SK 1650 0 4 0 0 ) . Record ing in response to quarry 
activity was under taken in two pa r t s , the first in N o v e m b e r 2006 with a second phase in May 2 0 0 8 . 
The fieldwork was c o m m i s s i o n e d by Ta rmac pic in fulfillment of a p lanning condi t ion imposed by 
Staffordshire County Counc i l . A previous wa tch ing brief was under taken in 2 0 0 5 . 

Location and geology 
Hints quarry is located to the north of the vi l lage of H i n t s , which lies to the west of Tarn wor th 

(Fig. 1). The solid geology of the area consis ts of H o p w a s Brecc ia at Hints Hi l l , Merc ia M u d s t o n e 
to the east , and Kidde rmins t e r and B r o m s g r o v e sands tones to the west . The drift geo logy is sands 
and grave l s . The site lies on the crest of a hill which slopes gently to the south, with Bu ck s Head 
Fa rm to the s o u t h - w e s t and Pack ing ton Fa rm to the no r th - ea s t . Prior to extract ion i t was given over 
to arable cul t ivat ion. 

Archaeological Background 
The site has been subject to a desk-based a s ses smen t which r e c o m m e n d e d a wa tch ing brief on 

the area to be subjected to ex t rac t ion . A previous watch ing brief carried out by B i r m i n g h a m 
A r c h a e o l o g y in 2005 had revealed a small isolated pit conta in ing heat shattered stone and fragments 
of pottery dated to the R o m a n o - B r i t i s h period ( M o s c r o p 2 0 0 5 ) . 

Aims and Methodology 
The areas of the watch ing brief covered approx imate ly 5ha and 2.5ha respect ively (Fig. 1). 

Archaeo log ica l observa t ion was main ta ined dur ing the mechanica l removal of ove rburden . This was 
followed by selected salvage record ing which involved hand-c lean ing of a number of poss ible fea­
tu re s , followed by test ing by select ive hand-excava t ion . 

S A L V A G E R E C O R D I N G by Kristina Krawiec 

Several features of prehis tor ic date were identified during the initial watch ing brief of 2 0 0 6 , sit­
uated at the base of a hill and to the wes t of an excavated undated field boundary (1028) which 
may be the boundary seen on the 1st edit ion OS map of 1888. The most significant feature was an 
unurned c remat ion pit (1050) of middle Bronze Age da te , 3 2 2 0 ± 3 5 B P ( S U E R C - 1 2 5 2 9 : 1540-1410 
cal . B C ) , which directly cut the natural subsoil (Fig. 2) . A l so of m i d d l e - l a t e Bronze Age date was 
a pit excavated a short d is tance to the nor th-eas t and other pits further to the nor th-eas t and also to 
the south-east (Fig. 2) . 

The largest pit (1 .00m wide and 0 .30m deep) was that a short d is tance to the nor th-eas t of the 
c remat ion ( 1 0 4 0 ) , wh ich conta ined heat shattered stone and late Bronze A g e pot tery. Those further 
to the north-east included one wi th late Bronze Age to early Iron Age pottery (1030) ; the other pit 
was devoid of finds (1033) (Fig. 3) . 

The pits to the south-eas t of the c remat ion were smal l , 0 .84m wide and sub-circular in plan. One 
(1015) conta ined a mixture of heat shattered stones and midd le - l a t e Bronze A g e pot tery , and the 
other (1012) was very shal low and conta ined the remains of a j u v e n i l e sheep/goat (1012) . Nor th of 
these pits was a short n o r t h - s o u t h al igned gully (1026) which conta ined late Bronze A g e pottery 
and was the only datable linear feature. 

Dur ing the second phase of salvage record ing in 2 0 0 8 , a further group of pits was excavated in 
an area to the east of the c remat ion si te, but with only two yielding datable finds. Only three of the 
pit features conta ined artefacts: a small piece of burnt bone in one small pit (2001) and also in a 
sub-circular pit ( 2 0 1 5 ) , whilst pottery dat ing to the e a r l y - m i d d l e Bronze Age and several other sherds 
of poss ible early Bronze Age pottery were recovered from pit (2003) . To the south-east of (2003) 
was a cluster of other features most of which were i r regular , sha l low, and conta ined no datable finds. 
It is poss ib le that these represent severely t runcated remains of pi ts . 
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2 A M I D D L E B R O N Z E A G E C R E M A T I O N A N D O T H E R P R E H I S T O R I C F E A T U R E S A T H I N T S Q U A R R Y 

Fig 1 Locat ion (inset) and extent of area invest igated 

T H E P O T T E R Y by Emily Edwards 

A total of 16 sherds (164g) of later prehis tor ic pot te ry , inc luding a finger impressed rim and 
sherds of one car inated j a r , were recovered from three pits and one gully during the 2006 wa tch ing 
brief and a total of 4 sherds (61g) of later prehis tor ic pottery were also recovered from two small 
pits during the 2008 watch ing brief (see Tables 1 and 2 for a s semblage b r e a k d o w n ) . 

The as semblage compr i sed some fresh b r e a k s , inc luding eight fragments of a car inated j a r . The 
coarse flint and quartzi te fabrics recorded in the a s s e m b l a g e , seen a longs ide its general character 
(e.g. vessels with a gritted base , car inated j a r s , and fragments of a f inger- impressed r i m ) , are largely 
cons is tent with a late Bronze Age date . The sherd from pit (1015) was manufactured from a denser 
fabric, which may indicate a middle or late Bronze Age da te , whilst the black burn i shed , plain sherd 

Table 1 Table showing b reakdown of ceramic assemblage 

Feature 
Type Cut Fill Context Count 

Weight 

(G) Fabric Date Vessel Type 

Pit 1015 Primary Full 1016 1 10 AFQ2 M B A or LB A 
N-S gully 1026 Only Fill 1027 2 26 QPfeA2 LB A -
Pit 1030 Primary Fill 1031 3 24 Ql LB A or EIA -
Pit 1040 Upper Fill 1042 8 82 Q3 LB A Carinated Jar 
Pit 1040 Upper Fill 1042 2 22 AQPfel LB A Pie Crust Rim 
Pit 2003 Only fill 2004 2 31 E B A 
Pit 2015 Only fill 2016 2 30 E B A Finger tip 

decorat ion 
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A M I D D L E B R O N Z E A G E C R E M A T I O N A N D O T H E R P R E H I S T O R I C F E A T U R E S A T H I N T S Q U A R R Y 

coming from the axial skeleton (mainly fragments of rib) and few bone fragments from the skull. 
Skull fragments normal ly form a high percen tage of the identified bone fragments from deposi ts of 
c remated b o n e , but in this case there were j u s t 27g of skull and tooth fragments that were securely 
identified. F rom this material 23 tooth roo t s , or fragments of roo t s , were recovered . The roots and 
root fragments came from both the anterior and poster ior teeth. 

All the p ieces of bone examined appeared to c o m e from an adult individual (no areas appeared 
unfused) and no dupl ica te bone features were identified. Due to the small amount of bone present 
and the limited number of identified f ragments , it is hard to be sure, but the bone examined appeared 
to come from a single adult indiv idual . In c remated human bone information that may assist in sug­
gest ing the sex of an individual frequently comes from skull f ragments . In this case , no areas of 
skull that could assist with the suggest ion of sex were present . There were no skeletal e lements pre­
sent that assisted with the de te rmina t ion of the age of this ind iv idua l , beyond indicat ing that the 
bone came from an adult . 

All the bone fragments were examined carefully for ev idence of pa tho logy , but no pathological 
changes were recorded . 

A number of c remat ion burials of this date have been excavated from the Mid lands area (Br ick ley , 
W h i t e m o o r H a y e ; B a t e m a n 1 9 7 6 - 7 7 ; M o o r e , 1 9 7 1 ; Stanford, 1982; Al len e t al., 1987). Many of 
the sites have produced quite large number s of c remated human r e m a i n s , over 50 in the case of 
Pas ture Lodge Farm in L inco lnsh i re (Allen et al., 1987). There is strong possibil i ty that there may 
have been more deposi ts of c remated human bone at the Hints site, but as only a small part of it 
has been invest igated it is not poss ib le to be cer ta in. 

D I S C U S S I O N 

The find of a single c remat ion and several pits at Hints quarry is a significant addi t ion to the 
g rowing corpus of information of the m i d d l e - l a t e Bronze Age wi thin Staffordshire. The discovery 
of both domes t ic and mortuary features here may indicate the presence of a nearby and as yet undis ­
covered set t lement . The majority of middle Bronze Age sites in the county are mainly ritual and 
funerary m o n u m e n t s distr ibuted along the river va l l eys , with a dense concent ra t ion in the Trent 
Valley (Ward le 2 0 0 2 ; Knight and Howard 2 0 0 4 ) . 

A l though the site had been subjected to in tensive p lough ing , the archaeologica l remains were in 
relatively good condi t ion . The c remat ion was situated in a p rominen t posi t ion within the l andscape , 
on the crest of a hill over - look ing the surrounding lowland. It is not unusual for a single c remat ion 
such as this to have had a small ear then mound placed over it and that possibil i ty cannot be dis­
counted here . It is perfectly feasible that a mound may have existed but has since been des t royed 
by agricultural p rac t ices . 

The clusters of pits may represent ritual activity that may have occurred with the in terment of 
the c remat ion and subsequent acts of venera t ion . The nearby Bronze Age cemetery of T u c k l e s h o l m e 
F a r m , bes ide the River Trent at B a r t o n - u n d e r - N e e d w o o d , and the extens ive funerary m o n u m e n t s 
and prehis tor ic se t t lement at W h i t e m o o r Haye on the River T a m e , in Aire w a s , are ev idence of an 
ex t remely diverse and active landscape within which Hints quarry lies (Mart in and Al len 2 0 0 1 ; 
Coates 2 0 0 3 ) . The single funerary deposi t can also be seen as both an express ion of individual iden­
tity as well as a c o m p l e x genea logica l system within a vivid prehis tor ic setting (Barrat t 1990, 1 8 1 , 
189). 

The pits and their deposi ts may represent the living venera t ing the dead and re turning to the site 
of a funerary m o n u m e n t to rei terate terri torial and ancestral r e la t ionsh ips . The use of funerary mon­
uments as territorial markers that are revisited and redefined is a we l l - recogn ized pract ice and these 
finds are no except ion (Levy 1989, 156). It is also entirely poss ible that the pits relate to set t lement 
act ivi ty , which may be revealed by further work . 

R E F E R E N C E S 

Al len , C. S. M . , 1987 'Bronze Age c remat ion cemeter ies in the East M i d l a n d s ' , 
H a r m a n , M. and Proceedings of the Prehistoric Socie ty , 5 3 , 187-221 
W h e e l e r , H. 

B a s s , W. M. and 
Jantz , R. L. 

2004 'C rema t ion weigh ts in East T e n n e s s e e ' , Journal of Forensic 
Sciences, 4 9 ( 5 ) , 1-4 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



A M I D D L E B R O N Z E A G E C R E M A T I O N A N D O T H E R P R E H I S T O R I C F E A T U R E S A T H I N T S Q U A R R Y 7 

Barrat t , J . C. 1990 'The monumen ta l i t y of death: the character of Early Bronze Age 
mor tuary mounds in southern Br i t a in ' , World Archaeology, 22, 
no. 2 

B a t e m a n , J . 1976 'A Late Bronze A g e c remat ion cemetery and Iron A g e / R o m a n o -
- 7 7 Bri t ish enc losures in the parish of R y t o n - o n - D u n s m o r e , 

W a r w i c k s h i r e ' , Transactions of the Birmingham and Warwickshire 
Archaeological Society, 8 8 , 9 -48 

C o a t e s , G. 2 0 0 3 Whitemoor Haye, A Prehistoric and Romano-British Landscape: 
Excavations 1997-1999 (Brit ish Archaeo log ica l R e p o r t s , Bri t ish 
Series 340 / B U F A U M o n o g r a p h Series 5, Oxford) 

Knigh t , D. and 2004 Trent Valley Landscapes. The archaeology of 500,000 years of 
H o w a r d , A. J. change (Her i tage Marke t ing Publ ica t ions ) 

L a m b r i c k , G. 1984 'Pitfalls and Poss ibi l i t ies in Iron Age pottery studies: exper iences in 
the Uppe r T h a m e s V a l l e y ' , in B. Cunliffe and G. M i l e s , Aspects of 
the Iron Age in central southern Britain (Oxford Univers i ty 
C o m m u n i t y A r c h a e o l o g y M o n o g r a p h , 2 , Oxford) , 162-77 

L e v y , J. E. 1989 'Archaeo log ica l perspec t ives on death ritual: thoughts from north­
west E u r o p e ' , Anthropology Quarterly, 62 (no. 4) 

Mar t in , A. and 2001 ' T w o Prehis tor ic ring di tches and an associated Bronze A g e 
Al len , C. S. M. c remat ion cemetery at T u c k l e s h o l m e F a r m , B a r t o n - u n d e r - N e e d w o o d , 

Staffordshire ' , Transactions of Staffordshire Archaeological and 
Historical Society, X X X I X , 1-15 

M c K i n l e y , J . 2004 ' C o m p i l i n g a skeletal inventory: c remated human b o n e , in M. 
Br ickley and J. M c K i n l e y ( eds ) , Guidance to Standards for 
Recording Human Skeletal Remains (Insti tute of Field 
A r c h a e o l o g i s t s / Bri t ish Assoc ia t ion of Bio logica l A n t h r o p o l o g y and 
Os teoa rchaeo logy : Univers i ty of Read ing ) 

M o s c r o p , D. 2005 An archaeological watching brief at Hints Quarry, Staffordshire 
( B i r m i n g h a m A r c h a e o l o g y report no . 1305) 

M o o r e , W. R .G. 1971 'Chape l B r a m p t o n . In ter im report on the excavat ion of a Midd le or 
Late Bronze A g e c remat ion c e m e t e r y ' , Bulletin of the 
Northamptonshire Federation of Archaeology Society, 5 , 1 - 2 

P C R G 1992 The Study of Later Prehistoric Pottery: guidelines for analysis and 
publication (Prehis tor ic Ceramics Resea rch G r o u p Occas iona l Paper 
2 , Oxford) 

Shennan , S. 1981 'Se t t l emen t history in East H a m p s h i r e ' , in S. J. Shennan and R. I. 
Schada-Hal l (eds ) , The Archaeology of Hampshire from the 
Palaeolithic to the Industrial Revolution (Hampsh i r e Field Club 
Archaeo log ica l Society M o n o g r a p h 1 , W i n c h e s t e r ) , 106-21 

Stanford, S. C. 1982 'Bromfield Shropshi re - N e o l i t h i c , Beake r , and Bronze A g e si tes, 
1 8 6 6 - 7 9 ' , Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, 4 8 , 2 7 9 - 3 2 0 

W a r d l e , C. 2002 'The late Bronze Age and Iron A g e in Staffordshire: the tore of the 
M i d l a n d s ? ' (West Mid l ands Regional Resea rch F r a m e w o r k s : 
h t t p : / /www.a rch -an t . bham.ac .uk / r e sea rch / f i e ldwork research t hemes / 
p ro jec t s /wmrr fa / in t ro .h tm, accessed M a r c h 2009) 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample

http://www.arch-ant.bham.ac.uk/research/fieldwork


AN EARLY FOURTEENTH-CENTURY RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDING ADJACENT TO THE SOUTH GATEWAY 

OF LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL CLOSE 

M A L C O L M H I S L O P 

with a contribution by Paul Breeze 

S U M M A R Y 

Excavation in 1989-90 on the south side of Lichfield Cathedral Close, adjacent to the Visitors' 
Centre, revealed the remains of a major residential building integrated with the close wall. A well-

preserved and closely dated stratigraphic sequence provided insights into the process of construc­
tion as well as associating the building with the raising of the close wall under the licence to 
crenellate granted to Bishop Langton in 1299. The sole surviving wall belonged to a substantial 
structure which is interpreted here as either the house of one of the senior officers of the cathedral 
or a guest house. The building had probably been demolished by the early 16th century, but the 
south wall survived as the property boundary of a later house. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

Be tween October 1989 and May 1990 B i r m i n g h a m Univers i ty Field Archaeo logy Unit ( B U F A U ) 
under took an evaluat ion on the southern side of Lichfield Cathedra l C lose , with the aim of provid­
ing information on poss ible a rchaeologica l constra ints to the cons t ruc t ion of a p roposed new Vis i to r s ' 
Cen t re . The project focused on a substantial section of apparent medieval wa l l i ng , and compr i sed a 
detailed archaeologica l record of the s tanding structure as well as the excava t ion of a number of 
evaluat ion t r enches . The archaeologica l purpose of the project was to invest igate the const ruct ional 
sequence of the wal l , its re la t ionship with the deposi ts on either s ide , and to assess the quanti ty and 
quality of a rchaeologica l deposi ts in the area of the proposed deve lopmen t . 

T H E S I T E A N D I T S S E T T I N G 

Locat ion 
The site lies on the southern edge of the close (Fig. 1), on land which formerly sloped gently 

sou thwards towards Mins te r Poo l , owing to the shelving of the natural sandstone bedrock . The eval­
uation was carried out to the rear of N o . 19 The C lose , a property fronted by a house of c 1800, 
which faces the choir south a is le , and whose g rounds lie on the west side of D a m Street , the main 
approach to the cathedral from the town . Ranged along the D a m Street boundary is the Lichfield 
Cathedral Vis i to rs ' Cen t r e , conver ted in the 1980s from 17th- and 19th-century s tables . 

Prior to the eva lua t ion , the garden of N o . 19 was bounded to the south-east (for conven ience here 
referred to as south, following the liturgical or ienta t ion of the ca thedra l ) by a heavily o v e r g r o w n , 
coursed ashlar wal l , of which a 6m length was visible rising to a height of 0.5m above the exist ing 
ground level . It appeared to end abruptly to the wes t , but its line was cont inued by the south wall 
of the Vis i to rs ' Cen t r e , as far as D a m Street. South of the wa l l , towards the Mins t e r Poo l , the ground 
level is 2m lower , and the south e levat ion of the wall was exposed to a height of approx imate ly 2m. 
The south elevat ion was badly wea the red , c racked , and bulged o u t w a r d s ; i t was extensively shored 
before archaeologica l works c o m m e n c e d . 

This wal l , aligned approx imate ly e a s t - w e s t , was initially interpreted as part of the defensive cir­
cuit enclos ing the cathedral close erected under a l icence to crenel la te granted to B i shop Wal t e r 
Lang ton in 1299 (CPR 1292-1301, 4 0 9) . 

Prev ious archaeo log ica l work 
Archaeo log ica l excava t ions carried out in 1976-7 in the g rounds of the former Theologica l 

Co l l ege , to the west of N o . 19, revealed an informative sequence of events (Carver 1982). Recorded 
activity c o m m e n c e d in the Neol i th ic and resumed with Saxon burials con tempora ry with the first 
ecclesiast ical se t t lement , that is to say, some years before 669 (Gould 1993 , 5-6) . In the 11th- 12th 
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A N E A R L Y F O U R T E E N T H - C E N T U R Y R E S I D E N T I A L B U I L D I N G 9 

centur ies the Mins te r Pool bank was refurbished, and land was rec la imed in the early 12th century 
by the dumping of sand into the wa te r logged area bound ing the poo l , which was also d a m m e d at 
this t ime in order to drive a mill . In the later medieval period this area formed the backya rds of 
canonica l houses fronting onto the south of the (present) Cathedral C lose . There was no clear evi­
dence of a defensive wall here . 

Towards the east , excava t ions by Staffordshire County Counci l in 1987 -1988 and recording in 
the cellar of St M a r y ' s House produced ev idence for a medieva l cour tyard house situated within the 
south-east corner of the c lose , integral with the close wall (S impson 1987a, 33) . Excava t ion within 
the grounds of St M a r y ' s House on the east side of D a m Street , opposi te the g rounds of N o . 19, 
revealed the east side of the medieva l south ga teway into the close (S impson 1987b, 3 3 - 3 5 ) . The 
ga teway was flanked by a po lygonal turret in sympathy wi th the po lygonal towers that projected 
from the close wall where i t co inc ided with the b i s h o p ' s palace in the nor th-eas t corner of the close 
(Madd i son 1993 , 6 7 - 8 ; T r ingham 1993). The r emainde r of the gate lies benea th D a m Street , but i t 
can be conjectured from the extent of the excava ted remains that the east side would have come 
wi thin close proximi ty of the east wall of the Vis i to r s ' Cen t r e . 

M E T H O D O L O G Y 

In Stage 1 of the evaluat ion a 2 m - w i d e section was cut across the line of the wa l l , separated into 
two t renches (Fig. 2) ; Trench I was dug for a length of 6m north of the wa l l , in the garden of N o . 
19 The C l o s e , whereas Trench II was excava ted for 3.7m south of the wall in a densely ove rg rown 
area border ing the Mins te r Pool . 

Recogn i t ion of the standing structure as the south wall of a major medieval bui lding prompted 
further a rchaeologica l eva lua t ion (Stages 2 -4 ) in order to establ ish the impl ica t ions of the new dis­
covery for the proposed deve lopmen t . These further stages of evaluat ion were targeted principal ly 
at the south wa l l , to examine its archi tectural features and cond i t ion , but there was also an inten­
tion to define the extent of the bui lding to which it be longed and the full sequence of depos i t s within 
the area affected by the proposed deve lopmen t and associated landscap ing w o r k s . 

Trench ing along both sides of the wall and removal of ove rburden from the top of the wall itself 
was carried out to expose the structure and any associated features to foundation level (Trenches III 
and IV) ; excava t ion in both these t renches was restr icted to the removal of pos t -medieva l depos i t s . 
In addi t ion , Trench I was extended by mach ine to a total length of 12m north of the wall in an 
a t tempt to intercept the assumed north wall of the medieva l bu i ld ing , and to prov ide a more detailed 
unders t and ing of the sequence of activity represen ted in this area. F ina l ly , a sondage (Trench V) 
was dug inside the eastern garden boundary of N o . 20 The C l o s e , across the projected line of the 
wal l , to de te rmine its eastern con t inua t ion . 

T H E A R C H A E O L O G I C A L S E Q U E N C E 

Phase 1: P r e - m e d i e v a l activity 
Natura l sandstone bedrock was located at 2 .4m be low the modern surface (at 79 .67m A O D ) in 

a test pit at the north end of Trench I (Fig. 3 ) , whe re it was sealed by a na tura l , soft, o range clay 
(1116) . A borehole dug approx imate ly 2m to the south of this point confirmed the suspected fall of 
natural sandstone to the south, away from the Cathedra l C lose . 

The earliest indicat ion of human activity was a mot t led , dirty m i d - b r o w n clay silt (1119) over­
lying the natural c lay, forming a sha l low, gently s loping ?bank up to 0.4m d e e p , sealed by a char­
coal-r ich hor izon (1116) conta in ing a quanti ty of worked flint flakes. This ev idence may parallel 
more ex tens ive Neol i th ic activity recorded to the west (Carver 1982). 

Phase 2: P r e p a r a t i o n of the site 
The earliest definable act ivi ty , the ev idence for wh ich was exposed at the nor thern end of Trench 

I, was the beg inn ing of a two-s t age episode of land rec lamat ion represented by the dumping of sand, 
up to 0.7m d e e p , a long the northern margin of the Mins t e r Poo l . The f irs t stage compr i sed the depo­
sition of a c lean, buff-yel low, coarse sand ( 1 1 1 5 ) , 0.3m d e e p , over Phase 1 layer, 1116, recorded 
for a length of 5m; the upper hor izon of this deposi t (1114) had been dis turbed. 

La te r , a gen t le , south-s loping bank was formed by the depos i t ion of further sand ( 1 1 3 3 , 1132, 
1131). A clean sand above ( 1 1 2 9 , 1130) was banded with lenses of organic silt, formed by the 
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Plate 2 The label stop 

debatab le value when applied to such small a s s e m b l a g e s , only select further quantif icat ion was under­
taken. Tile was quantified merely by m i n i m u m item count , by fragment count , and by weigh t , as 
only 20 fragments were present . 

Initial fabric analys is was performed at x5 magnif ica t ion , in order to identify the wares present 
within the a s s e m b l a g e . Since the majority o f t h e a s semblage was shown to be c o m p o s e d of Mid lands 
whi te w a r e s , further detai led analysis (at x20 magnif ica t ion) was made of any sherds of non whi te -
ware fabric. A 2 0 % sample o f t h e whi te wares was also examined at this level of deta i l , in order to 
ascertain fabric variabil i ty wi th in the g roup . Fabr ic var ia t ions observed wi thin ware groups were 
recorded as sub-div is ions of these g roups . 

Deta i l s of identifiable forms were recorded using standard ca ta logues for form descr ip t ion , and 
compar i sons with known local forms o f t h e re levant wares were made to further aid identification 
(Ford , 1995; Ratkai 2004 ; Woodfie ld 1966). Fo rm codes were ass igned for distinct and identifiable 
forms, using ascend ing numeral codes starting at 4000 (so as to a l low easy differentiation be tween 
form and context codes within the da t abase ) . Dis t inc t ive decora t ion was also recorded , i l lustrated, 
and ass igned a code within the ca t a logue . 

Fabrics S u m m a r y 
W h e r e fabrics were observed to closely match the proper t ies of those d iscovered in other local 

and regional excava t i ons , the same fabric code has been used here , to facilitate easier cross-
referencing and quantif icat ion. A detai led fabric analysis was not under taken for t i le , with the excep­
tion of dis t inct ive pieces discussed be low. 

Midlands White wares 
These wares are primari ly wh i t e / c r eam in colour , the fabric being clean and paste- l ike in tex ture . 

The wares can be further sub-d iv ided , pr imari ly by the gra in-s ize o f t h e quartz c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e 
fabric. A total of 103 sherds of wh i t eware material were identified within the a s s e m b l a g e , from a 
m i n i m u m of 55 vesse l s , compr i s ing the bulk o f t h e recovered ce r amics . Identif iable forms included 
cooking po t s , var ious b o w l s , a bo t t l e , j u g s (part icularly ba lus te r s ) , a pipkin and dr ipp ing tray. 
Decora t ion amongs t the wh i t eware group varied w ide ly , with copper -g reen glaze the most preva­
lent decora t ion . Red slip paint ing of stripes was seen on some balusters and incised decora t ion also 
used, consis tent with decora t ions typical of mid lands wh i t ewares across Staffordshire (Ford 1995). 

Iron-rich sandy wares 
The mater ia ls which were c o m p o s e d of this fabric can be roughly divided (as per Ford 1995) into 

table wares (glazed j u g s and a decora ted cup: I R S W - I ) and uti l i tarian wares (mostly cooking pots : 
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I R S W - U ) . Fabr ic was typical ly orange in colour , unless over-fired to reduc t ion , with vessels deco­
rated with incised straight l ines , g laz ing , and appl icat ion of leaf-shaped clay pads . N ine sherds of 
i ron-rich sandy ware (six of I R S W - I , three of I R S W - U ) were identified within the a s s e m b l a g e , from 
a m i n i m u m of seven vesse ls . 

Late Medieval Orange Wares 
Two sherds of late medieval o range ware (known also as M i d l a n d s Purple when in a hard-fired 

state) were present from the sha l lower con tex ts of Trench I I , both j u g rim sherds from separate 
vesse l s . 

Yellow ware 
A single ye l low ware piece was present within the a s s e m b l a g e , identified by S. R a t k a i , in the 

form of a rim sherd, probably from a fine ware cup . This piece came from Trench III , amongs t the 
pos t -medieva l deposi ts r emoved from the garderobe shaft. 

Mottled Ware 
Base sherds from a single pos t -medieva l mott led ware bowl were also present , decorated with a 

chevron pattern of b r o w n l ead -manganese g laze . 

Genera l Descr ip t ion of A s s e m b l a g e by per iod 
Based upon the results of the fabric ana lys i s , compar i son with known local fabric and form types , 

and specialist advice received from S. R a t k a i , it was poss ible to divide the a s semblage by period. 

The impl ica t ion of the dating yie lded by the ceramics upon the wider site and inves t igat ions will 
be discussed in the following section. C o n s e q u e n t l y , the g roup ings which follow are based purely 
upon per iod , and intrusive i tems are grouped with their period of product ion and use , rather than 
their posi t ion in the strat igraphy of the site. 

13th-14th Century 

The largest period grouping of material is that dat ing to the 13th—14th century . 

Pottery 

Vessels of wh i t eware fabric type compr i sed the majority of this period g roup ing . Apar t from a 
few co i l -made excep t ions , most o f the wh i t eware material was w h e e l - t h r o w n , and much of the assem­
blage decora ted with green copper glaze and inc is ion , suggest ing the material to be of modera te sta­
tu s , with aesthetic as well as uti l i tarian va lue . The remainder o f t h e period group was c o m p o s e d of 
whee l - t h rown iron-r ich sandy w a r e s , with a wide variety of vessel types present within these two 
fabric g roup ings . 

W h i t e w a r e examples within the Lichfield Cathedra l Close a s semblage were consis tent with a 
13th—14th century t imeframe. Whi ls t iron rich sandy wares in general may date from the 11th—14th 
cen tu r i e s , relat ive dat ing provided by other i tems in the ce ramic a s semblage places example s from 
this site also firmly within the 13th-14th century w i n d o w . 

W h i t e w a r e s appeared biased somewha t towards t ab lewares rather than util i tarian w a r e s , with 15 
table vessels (jars, b o w l s , and a bott le) and ten cooking vessels identified ( including a pipkin and 
dr ip t ray) . I t should be noted , howeve r , that some tab leware j u g and bowl bases within the assem­
blage also show evidence of having been used to heat fluid, and hence the tab leware /u t i l i t a r ian dis­
t inct ion may not be as clear-cut as i t appea r s . A m o n g s t i ron-r ich sandy wares one piece was 
identifiable as t ab l eware , perhaps from a j u g , and two as ut i l i tar ian cooking pot. 

Several vessels identified within the a s semblage appear to correlate closely to examples detailed 
locally in prev ious s tudies , most notably: 
• a cook ing j a r from context 1023 (form 4 0 0 3 ) , which may match example 79 from Dray ton Basset 
(Ford 1995), 

• an obtuse angled bowl from context 1024 (form 4004) similar to example 140 from Dray ton 
Basset (Ford 1995), 
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Vis i to r s ' Centre (ibid). The house that Hacke t t occupied was demol i shed in 1799 and the present 
N o . 19 raised on the site. 
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NEEDWOOD FOREST SURVEYS OF 1649-50 AND 
ATTEMPTED INCLOSURE 

NIGEL J. T R I N G H A M 

As part of P a r l i a m e n t ' s d i s m e m b e r m e n t o f t h e Engl i sh monarchy an Act was passed in July 1649 
to author ise the sale of Crown lands , including those held in the right o f t h e duchy of Lancas te r . ' 
In Staffordshire the lands included N e e d w o o d forest, which formed part of the d u c h y ' s honor of 
Tutbury in the east o f t h e coun ty , and in the 1650s an a t tempt was made to inclose it. B e c a u s e inclo-
sure would ext inguish c o m m o n r igh ts , the process met with strong local res is tance and had still not 
been comple ted at the Res tora t ion . Vested inal ienably in the C r o w n under an Act of 1696, the for­
est survived until 1801 w h e n it was at last disafforested and inc losed . 2 The purpose of this article 
is to provide edi t ions o f t h e par l iamentary surveys made in 1649 and 1650 o f t h e forest and its con­
stituent parks (Append ix I and I I ) , 3 along with an account o f t h e subsequent a t tempted inc losure in 
1 6 5 7 - 8 . Discuss ion of a peti t ion of 1655 against inclosure and the armed opposi t ion which tried to 
disrupt the inclosure process itself is reserved for separate t rea tment e l sewhere . 

Cover ing some 9,400 a. (3 ,804 ha.) in the angle formed by the rivers Trent and D o v e ( themse lves 
forming the county boundary with Derbysh i re ) and occupy ing a plateau of high ground in parts over 
400 ft. h igh , N e e d w o o d forest and its parks had be longed to the Ferrers family as lords of Tutbury 
in the pos t -Conques t period and came to the earls (later dukes) of Lancas te r after Earl Rober t de 
Ferrers was depr ived of his title and estate in 1266. By that date the forest core was divided into 
f ive wards (Bar ton , M a r c h i n g t o n , Tu tbury , Ut toxe te r , and Y o x a l l ) , each of which had its own offi­
cer charged with preserving deer and t imber . A r o u n d the forest were several pa rks , created by the 
Ferrers during the 13th century as special ised hunt ing areas . Mos t lay on the east side o f t h e forest 
close to Tu tbury , but others lay to the south and on the west (Fig. 1). Deer were probably also 
hunted in R o u g h H a y , s traddling the D r a y c o t t - H a n b u r y boundary on the nor th-eas t side o f t h e for­
est, a l though it was not consis tent ly associated with the forest in the medieval per iod . 4 

Probably from the later 16th century at least , the parks were no longer principal ly used for hunt­
ing but were in pract ice private estates (with an emphas i s on grazing rather than t i l lage) and so 
avai lable for sale or lease. Rowley park was thus al ienated by Henry VIII in the 1530s and two 
more pa rks , Bar ton and Ro l l e s ton , were sold by Char les I in 1628 when he was in need of money 
to pay for the war with Spain. Two years later in 1630 Stockley park was granted for a fee-farm 
rent, a l though it was still regarded as Crown land under the 1649 Ac t . 5 

Created to provide a secure habitat for deer , the forest was also a valuable resource for those who 
lived in the vi l lages and hamlets that surrounded it, or at least had been or iginal ly . A c c e s s , how­
ever , was restricted by the Ferrers earls who from the early 13th century issued charters to lords of 
manors and to freeholders , s t ipulat ing what r ights they could enjoy." Col lec t ion of t imber and wood 
(a right called es tovers) included ' h o u s e b o t e ' (for house bui ld ing) as well as ' h a y b o t e ' and 'fire-
bo te ' (for fencing and fuel), a l though in pract ice the felling of bui ld ing t imber would have been 
strictly regula ted . Copyho lde r s (once that category of tenant had emerged ) could take only branches 
and tw igs . The pastur ing of an imals was a ' r ight ' only in so far as an individual or t ownsh ip paid 
a basic fee, and in order to prevent over -graz ing the number of beas ts was l imited. 

A large number of Ferrers charters were inspected in 1287 when the new lord, Earl Edmund of 
Lancaster , ordered a quo warranto ('by what war ran t ' ) inquiry. ' Some were again presented to the 
parl iamentary commiss ioners at the forest survey in 1650, along with a few that were not recorded in 
1287, and others were later brought out from family archives as opposi t ion to inclosure began to mount . 1 

1 S . J . M a d g e , Domesday o f Crown Lands ( 1 9 3 8 ) , 7 7 - 9 1.1 am g r a t e f u l to H e a t h e r F a l v e y for s e v e r a l h e l p f u l c o m m e n t s on t h i s a r t i c l e . 

2 F o r a g e n e r a l h i s t o r y o f t h e f o r e s t s e e t h e a r t i c l e by A n n K e t t l e in Victoria County History o f Staffordshire, I I ( 1 9 6 7 ) , 3 4 9 - 5 8 . 

A r e v i s e d a n d e n l a r g e d a r t i c l e b y t h e p r e s e n t w r i t e r c a n b e f o u n d i n VCH Staffs. X : T u t b u r y a n d N e e d w o o d F o r e s t ( 2 0 0 7 ) , 3 2 - 7 6 . 

3 P u b l i c R e c o r d O f f i c e ( n o w T h e N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s ) , E 3 1 7 / 9 ( f o r e s t ) a n d E 3 1 7 / S t a f f s / 4 4 ( p a r k s ) . B e c a u s e t h e p a r k s w e r e s u r v e y e d 

f i r s t , t h e t e x t o f t h a t s u r v e y i s g i v e n a s A p p e n d i x I . T h e e d i t i o n s a r e p u b l i s h e d h e r e w i t h t h e p e r m i s s i o n o f T h e N a t i o n a l A r c h i v e s . 

4 F o r t h e H a y s e e VCH Staffs. X , 1 3 2 . 

5 I b i d . 3 9 - 4 0 , 5 4 - 6 . 

6 F o r a g e n e r a l a c c o u n t o f t h e s e c o m m o n r i g h t s s e e i b i d . 3 8 - 9 . 

7 A n e a r c o n t e m p o r a r y v e r s i o n s u r v i v e s i n S t a f f o r d s h i r e R e c o r d O f f i c e , D . 1 1 2 4 / 1 / 1 , a n d a 1 5 t h - c e n t u r y c o p y i n B r i t i s h L i b r a r y , 

S t o w e M S . 8 7 9 . 

8 A l t h o u g h t h e t e x t s o f c h a r t e r s i n c l u d e d i n t h e s u r v e y a r e g i v e n h e r e , t h e y a r e n o t d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l a s a c r i t i c a l e d i t i o n o f 

m e d i e v a l c h a r t e r s for t h e f o r e s t i s p l a n n e d . 
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S U R V E Y S 

The implementa t ion o f t h e 1649 Act fell to the S u r v e y o r - G e n e r a l , Col . Wi l l i am W e b b , earlier 
respons ib le for the sale of episcopal lands in 1646, ' and his first task was to ar range for surveys . 
For N e e d w o o d this was under taken in two main s tages , beg inn ing with the parks which were sur­
veyed by Ayliffe Jones , together with John C h o l m l e y , Edward H o o k e , and Richard Hutch inson : 
Rough Hay and High lands in N o v e m b e r 1649, Hanbury and Stockley in D e c e m b e r , Cas t lehay and 
Cast le (or Litt le) in January 1650, and finally A g a r d s l e y , N e w , and Sherhol t in February (for the 
text see A p p e n d i x I ) . As the pa rks ' survey neared comple t ion Jones and his co l leagues issued on 9 
February a printed circular requir ing all those who c la imed c o m m o n rights in the forest proper to 
appear before them on 15 February at Tutbury ca s t l e . 1 0 This was evidently intended to be a pre­
l iminary mee t ing , after which C h o l m l e y , H o o k e , and H u t c h i n s o n , toge ther now with John Smi th , 
p roceeded to survey the forest itself (that is , the wards ) in May (see A p p e n d i x II) . Both lots of sur­
veys were counte r - s igned by W e b b . 

The parks (Append ix I) 
The parks were probably less difficult to treat than the forest, as most of them had in effect been 

farms since the 16th century and their lessees p resumab ly had k n o w l e d g e of their extent and value 
(Table 1). N ine were surveyed , total l ing 2,999 a. The smal les t , Cast le (or Litt le) park, which lay 
undernea th Tutbury cas t le , had the bes t -va lued (cul t ivated) land at 20s . an acre , well over twice that 
of land in most o f t h e other parks (a l though parts of Cas t l ehay , the largest and most va luable park, 
were valued at 12s. or 10s. an acre) . The reason for the high value was probably because both parks 
had m e a d o w land, especial ly the former which lay by the river D o v e . The high values in Cast lehay 
park may also have been because i t was already partly inc losed , there being 13 ' s eve ra l s ' recorded 
in the survey. Some of this land may have been used for t i l lage , with grain being stored in one of 
the several barns noted in the survey , a l though they were presumably also used to keep hay. In addi­
t ion , Cas t lehay had plaster pits whe re a labaster was dug , as did R o u g h H a y . " 

The lower acreage values were in part a c o n s e q u e n c e of some parks having ex tens ive p lanta t ions : 
in par t icular , H igh lands park was valued at only 3 5 . an acre but had over 8,000 trees wor th £ 1 , 2 5 4 . 
Cas t lehay was also we l l - t imbered , with nearly 7,000 trees and sapl ings , a l though evident ly of poorer 
quality as valued at only £ 5 3 4 . The removal of t imber would a l low further land to be prepared for 
cu l t iva t ion , and for both parks the survey gave an improved rental va lue . 

Both Cast lehay and Hanbury had technical ly been d isparked in 1549 and their herbage reserved 
for a royal horse stud (or ' r ace ' as it was styled in the surveys) , located at Tutbury since at least 
the 14th cen tu ry . 1 2 Cast le park was also reported to have been part o f t h e race , as was Stockley park, 
a l though the lat ter 's survey states that it had been taken back by the king some 10 years previously 

Table 1 Acreage and value of parks as surveyed in 1649 and 1650 (Appendix I) 

Park Acreage Value per Total Improved I m p r o v e d T i m b e r 
acre value value per total va lue va lue 

acre 

Agardsley 390 6s Sd £130 £20 
Castle/Lit t le 71 20s £71 
Cast lehay 984 various £345 various £461 l i s lOd £534 
Hanbury 373 6s Sd £124 no difference no difference £137 
Highlands 443 3s £66 6s Sd £147 13s 4d £1 ,254 
New 144 5s £36 £46 10s 
Rough Hay 145 3s 6d £25 8s £52 8s £401 
Sherholt 93 4s £18 105 
Stockley 356 6s £107 
Total 2,999 £922 10s. £2,392 10s 

N O T E : T h e fig >ures h a v e b e e n r o u n d e d u p a n d d o w n . 

9 M a d g e , Domesday of Crown Lands, 8 0. 

1 0 B r i t i s h L i b r a r y , A d d . M S . 3 4 6 6 8 , f . 4 1 : p r i n t e d o r d e r d a t e d ' i x F e b . 1 6 4 9 ' , a d d r e s s e d ( i n m a n u s c r i p t ) t o t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f 

B a r t o n - u n d e r - N e e d w o o d . 

1 1 F o r t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e a l a b a s t e r o u t c r o p s i n t h e T u t b u r y a r e a s e e VCH Staffs. X , 9 2 A 1 , 1 3 2 - 3 . 

12 F o r t h e s t u d s e e VCH Staffs. X , 4 4 . 
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Fig I N e e d w o o d Forest showing wards , parks (in bold text ) , and sur rounding villages and hamlets in which those 
cla iming c o m m o n rights in the forest held land. 

(based on map in VCH Staffordshire, X, 35) 

(in the late 1630s). Because of these changes in use , the parks were no longer principal ly preserves 
for deer, which are recorded in only three of them: Agards ley (25 in n u m b e r ) , H igh l ands (60 ) , and 
N e w (32) . The las t -named park was indeed very new, having been created by Char les I 'for his 
disport ' as recently as 1637 not long after he had visited Tutbury castle and p resumably in order to 
compensa t e for the recent sales of Bar ton and Rol les ton p a r k s . " The king was probably also respon­
sible for the const ruct ion of a s tanding (or v iewing platform) in the forest, recorded for the first t ime 
in the opening section o f t h e survey of Hanbury park (be low, p. 4 3 ) . 

Mos t parks had a house , usually in the cen t re , and the survey provides a brief descr ip t ion . Those 
in Hanbury and Stockley parks were old and ' r u ina t ed ' , and so were probably survivals o f t h e late 

1 3 I b i d . 1 8 , 4 5 
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medieval park keepe r ' s l odges , as was the large house ' m u c h out of repair ' in Cas t l ehay , identifi­
able as the present L o w e r Cast le Hayes F a r m . The lodge in Agards ley park, howeve r , with its 'fair 
r o o m s ' above stairs was evident ly a recent re-build for the tenant f a r m e r s . " 

The forest wards (Append ix II) 
After surveying the parks W e b b ' s officers turned their a t tent ion to the forest itself, which by this 

date compr i sed only four of its original five w a r d s , Ut toxe te r ward having been inclosed in the later 
1630s and the inclosed land (325 a.) divided be tween the king and the inhabi tants of U t toxe te r . ' 5 

The remain ing wards were roughly of equal s ize , ranging from 1,400 a. to 1,800 a. and al together 
total l ing 6,400 a. The forest land per acre was not iceably less valuable than that in the most o f t h e 
p a r k s , the highest value being the 4s. an acre re turned for M a r c h i n g t o n ward , but the g rowing t im­
ber was an impor tant resource (Table 2) . After the t imber had been felled, the land could be put to 
t i l lage and the survey according gives improved rental va lues . The most potential was in M a r c h i n g t o n 
ward , where the difference be tween the current and improved value of each acre was 3s., compared 
with 2s. 6d. or 2s. in the other w a r d s . 

There were surprisingly few deer at l a rge , the es t imate being only 120. Like the pa rks , the wards 
each had house , moated and set in its own g r o u n d s , and occupied in 1650 by an underkeeper . The 
largest was Byrkley lodge (for Tutbury w a r d ) , t radi t ional ly the usual venue for forest cour t s . 

The most difficult task in su rvey ing the wa rds was not so m u c h assess ing their phys ica l extent 
than in dea l ing wi th the c la ims for c o m p e n s a t i o n made by the c o m m o n e r s ( inhabi tan ts o f t h e sur­
round ing pa r i shes and their cons t i tuen t t o w n s h i p s w h o c l a imed t radi t ional c o m m o n r igh t s ) . The 
su rvey , the re fore , n a m e d pa r i sh -by -pa r i sh all those w h o laid a c l a im , g iv ing the l andho ld ing (mes­
suage , c o t t a g e , or b u r g a g e and assoc ia ted ac reage ) on wh ich the c la im was based (Tab les 3 and 
4 ) . A l t o g e t h e r over 430 c la ims were r e c o r d e d , the grea tes t n u m b e r being for Tatenhi l l par i sh wh ich 
inc luded the large vi l lage of B a r t o n - u n d e r - N e e d w o o d . S o m e c l a iman t s were substant ia l land­
h o l d e r s , but most held under 50 a. and a quar ter under 5 a. As the State was natural ly a iming for 
a significant share of the inclosed forest, the c o m m o n e r s faced only min imal c o m p e n s a t i o n for 
the loss of c o m m o n rights and not surpr i s ingly many of t hem subscr ibed to a pe t i t ion of 1655 
aga ins t i nc losu re . 

Table 2 Value of forest wards as surveyed in 1650 (Appendix II) 

W a r d Acreage Present Present Improved Improved Current value 
value total value total of t imber 
per acre va lue per acre value 

Barton 1,400 2s 6d £175 0s 4s 6d £315 £2,546 3s 4d 
Marchington 1,800 4s Od £360 O 7s Od £630 £4,110 3s 4d 
Tutbury 1,550 3s Od £232 10s 5s 6d £426 5s £2,316 14s 8d 
Yoxall 1,650 2s 6d £206 5s 4s 6d £371 5s £4,201 6s Sd 
Total 6,400 £973 15s £1742 10s £13 ,174 8s Od 

Table 3 Number s of commoner s recorded in 1650 forest survey, according to size of landholding 

Acreages Over 1 5 0 - 1 0 0 - 5 0 - 2 5 - 15 - 10 - U n d e r 
150 101 51 26 16 11 5 5 Total 

Hamstal l Ridware 0 1 2 4 9 2 4 9 31 
Hanbury 1 0 3 9 11 9 14 27 74 
Marchington 0 4 9 18 21 6 10 11 79 
Rolleston 0 0 1 20 21 4 15 14 75 
Scropton 0 1 3 1 2 0 1 0 8 
Tatenhil l 2 1 6 12 15 12 18 28 94 
Tutbury 1 0 3 0 6 1 2 7 20 
Yoxall 1 1 3 4 7 7 12 18 53 
Total 5 8 30 68 92 41 76 114 434 

1 4 F o r a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e s u r v i v i n g p a r k l o d g e s s e e i b i d . 6 7 - 9 

15 VCH Staffs. I I , 3 5 2 . 
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James Batkin 
T h o m a s W e t t o n , Edward 

W e t t o n , and +John Wet ton 
Ellen Wet ton 

+James H e m i n g e s 
An thony M a s o n 

Al ice Oakes 
Rober t W e s t b r o o k e 

alias Dav ie 
Wi l l i am Cor ton 

+John Oakes 
+ M a t t h e w Clarke 

a burgage 32 a. 

a free burgage messuage 4 a. 
a free burgage m e s s u a g e in lease from Sir 
Char les Edger ton knight for 19 years to come 3 a. 
a messuage 127, a. 
a free burgage held by lease from Sir Char les 
E d g e r t o n , 7 a., and 12 a. leased formerly to 
John B i s h o p p 19 a. 
a t enemen t [0 a7 

a m e s s u a g e [0 a7 
a t enemen t leased for 2 lives from Sir Char les 
Edger ton [0 a7 
a m e s s u a g e leased from Sir Char les Edger ton 27 a. 
2 m e s s u a g e s held by lease from Sir Char les 
Edger ton for 21 years 19 a. 

[m. 21] 
Parochia de Hembury cum membris etc [cont inued] 
George Hinck ley one messua j 31 a 
Al ice El ton one messua j ;e 3 a 
T h o m a s Aus ten one cot tage 0 a 
+ R o w l a n d Lount one messua j ;e 9 a 
+John Carter one cot tage 0 a 
+Francis She rwood one messua j ;e 9 a 
+Wi l l i am Walke r one messua j ;e 32 a 
Rober t Arnold a cot tage 2 a. 
A n n Pr ince w i d o w one messua j ;e 1 7, a. 
John A l s o p one messua j ;e 3 a 
+ T h o m a s W e s t b r o o k e one messua j ;e 2 a 
+Rober t Smyth one messua^ ?e 25 a 
+Rober t R o b o t h a m one messua^ ?e 28 a 
+George Wet ton one messua^ ?e 2 a. 
'Pee ter ' P i ckeman one messua^ ?e 4 a. 
Francis Mi l l ing ton one messua^ ?e 6 a. 
+Edward Yate one messua^ ?e 1 a. 
Richard H o d k i n s o n one messua j ;e 2 a. 
M a t h e w Roe one messuas 26 a 

m. 227 
Marchington parcel [of] Hanbury 

+Richard R o w b o t h a m one messuag ;e 45 a. 
Wi l l i am Boyer de M o r t o n one messuag ;e 34 a. 
Eger ton W e d g e w o o d gent leman one messuag ;e 86 a 
+Wi l l i am Porter one messuag ;e 50 a 
Doro thy A l l c o c k e two messua^ >es 35 a 
T h o m a s Al l cocke one cot tage 2 a. 
+George H e a y n e two messua^ >es 100 a 

and + T h o m a s Al len 
+George Al l cocke one messua j ;e 40 a 
+Wi l l i am Al len one messua j ;e 35 a 
+Wi l l i am Smyth one messua j ;e 1 a . 
+Wi l l i am Burden one messua j ;e 40 a 
+ T h o m a s Hall one messua j ;e 16 a 
+Richard Bou thby one messua j ;e 18 a 
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+ T h o m a s M o r e one messuage 16 a. 
+John Slany one messuage 6 a. 
+ C l e m e n t Power and 

+Zachar ias Power one messuage and one cot tage 7 a. 
+Wi l l i am R o w e one cot tage 1 a. 
John B iddo lphe one cot tage and garden etc. 0 a. 
+Wi l l i am Towers two m e s s u a g e s , one cot tage 75 a. 
+Rober t Lovat one m e s s u a g e 24 a. 
+John Lova t one messuage 20 a. 
Francis Al len six messuages and three cot tages 60 a. 
+James Whit ta l l one m e s s u a g e 13 a. 
+ ' N i c k e l a s ' Jackson one cot tage 22 a. 
+Wi l l i am Jackson one m e s s u a g e 46 a. 
Ar thur Al l cocke one m e s s u a g e 32 a. 
T h o m a s Al l cocke three m e s s u a g e s 137 a. 
Luke Wakefei ld one messuage and one cot tage 1 1 a . 
John Ryder one messuage 16 a. 
John Smyth two cot tages 4 a. 
Rober t Baker three bu rgages and one cot tage 9 a. 
+Rober t Hether ley one cot tage 0 a. 
+John Str ickeland one cot tage etc. 0 a. 
J ames Turner one cot tage etc. 0 a. 
+Wi l l i am Hether ly one cot tage etc. 0 a. 
+Rober t Cliffe one messuage etc. 0 a. 

[m. 23] 
Marchington parcel [of] Hanbury [cont inued] 

+Mrs A n n e Wal ton one messua j ;e 80 a. 
+ T h o m a s Bar ton one messua j ?e 40 a. 
+Jane Lit t leton w i d o w one messua j ?e 59 a. 
John Alkin one messua j ?e, one cot tage 146 a. 
+John Gilber te one messua j ?e 60 a. 
Rober t Al len one farm 70 a. 
+Rober t R o w b o t h a m one t enemen t 20 a. 
Wi l l i am Page one messua j ?e 9 a. 
Richard Devi l le one messua j ?e, two cot tages 34 a. 
Rober t Sutton gen t l eman two messuaj >es 120 a. 
+Wi l l i am Woodruffe two messuaj >es 110 a. 
+Al ice R o b i n s o n two messuaj >es 60 a. 
+John Wet ton 14 a. 
Mary Smyth one messua j ?e 12 a. 
+Richard Cope one messua j ?e 30 a. 
'Humffry ' M e a c o c k e one messua j ?e 22 a. 
'Humffry ' Cowdel l one messua j ;e 6 a. 
+John Al l cocke 4 a. 
+Wi l l i am Mal labe r one messua j ?e 6 a. 
+ T h o m a s Bud worth 50 a 
Wi l l i am B o w y e r one messua j ?e 6 a. 
+ T h o m a s R o w e one messua j ?e 15 a. 
+Anthony Carter one messua j ?e 33 a. 
Wi l l i am Gal l imore one messua j ?e 20 a 
+Francis Gilbert one messua j ?e, two cot tages 33 a 
+Wi l l i am Hollely one messua j ?e 8 a 
+John Hill one messua j ?e 13 a. 
T h o m a s Hinckely one messua j ?e 6 a 
+Wi l l i am Hill one messua j ?e 36 a 
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Wil l i am R o w b o t h a m one m e s s u a g e 36 a. 
+John Smyth two messuages 36 a. 
+John Lor te one m e s s u a g e 20 a. 
T h o m a s Deane one m e s s u a g e 6 a. 

[m. 24] 
Parochia de Tatenhill etc 

The c la ims o f t h e inhabi tants o f t h e parish of Tatenhil l with the m e m b e r s thereof in the County 
of Stafford which have been produced unto us for their rights and c o m m o n in the Chase o f N e e d w o o d 
etc 

+Henry Burford clerk his rectory [with] 
houseboo t , fireboot, and heyboot 0 a. 

N i c h o l a s Healey one co t tage 0 a. 
+James Whi t ing one m e s s u a g e 12 a. 
+George Yate two messuages 42 a. 
Richard G o d w i n two messuages 18 a. 
John Gor ton one m e s s u a g e 21 a. 
+Rowland Hol l is one cot tage 0 a. 3 r. 
John Salt one m e s s u a g e 7 a. 
+John G o d w i n one m e s s u a g e 0 a. 
Rober t Barbour one m e s s u a g e 29 a. 
+Edward Holl is one cot tage 7 a. 
A b r a h a m Cross one m e s s u a g e 32 a. 
+John Bus t , Elin his wife, 

and + T h o m a s their son one m e s s u a g e 19 a. 
+John P r incopp one m e s s u a g e 18te a. 
Wi l l i am Fa rmer one m e s s u a g e 10 a. 
+Wil l i am Marsha l l two m e s s u a g e s 50 a. 
Wi l l i am Lind one m e s s u a g e 6 a. 
J ames Mery one cot tage 1 a. 
Wi l l i am Holt four m e s s u a g e s 160 a. 
Tymothy Ryding one m e s s u a g e 10 a. 
+Daniel l B ladon one m e s s u a g e 2 a. 
Wal te r N o r w o o d one cot tage 1 a. 
+Wi l l i am Lee one m e s s u a g e 20 a. 
Susan Lee spinster one t enemen t 10 a. 
Humfrey Lee one t enemen t 9 a. 
+Henry Leeke one m e s s u a g e 19 a. 
+Richard F le tcher one m e s s u a g e and cot tage 3 a. 
Wi l l i am Birde one m e s s u a g e 60 a. 
+Wi l l i am G o d w i n one m e s s u a g e 2 4 7 : a . 
+ T h o m a s Lee one m e s s u a g e 16 a. 
Chr i s topher Hor ton esquire one m e s s u a g e and 3 cot tages 40 a. 

[m. 25] 
Tatenhill cum membris etc 

The c la ims o f t h e inhabi tants o f t h e parish of Tatenhil l with the member s thereof in the 
County of Stafford which have been produced unto us for their r ights and c o m m o n in 
N e e d w o o d as aforesaid. 

Nathani l l Alcot t 
Richard Boul ton 
H u m p h r e y Everard of Bar ton 
+Ar thur D e a b a n k e 

+Nathanie l l W h i t i n g e 

one m e s s u a g e 
one m e s s u a g e 
one m e s s u a g e 
one m e s s u a g e , one co t t age , and one 
yardland 
one m e s s u a g e 

12 a. 
14 a. 
11a . 1 r. 

24 a. 
IVi a. 
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Wil l i am Hill one m e s s u a g e 267, a. 
Wal te r Webs te r one messuage 12 a. 
+Richard Hol land one m e s s u a g e and a half yardland 13 a. 
+ T h o m a s Fewsda le one messuage 12 a. 
+Michae l Wi lkes two cot tages 6 a. 
+ T h o m a s Grane a cot tage 6'/2 a. 
H u m p h r e y Repton two messuages 6 a. 2 r. 
Francis Averi l l a t enemen t 2 a. 
+ T h o m a s C o w p e r a messuage 106 a. 
+Chr i s topher Royle two cot tages 1 a. 
T h o m a s Pennifather 4 m e s s u a g e s 61 a. 
James M a c e one cot tage 4 a. 
John Batkin a m e s s u a g e 2 a. 
+Wi l l i am Cardie 4 cot tages 4 a. 
John H a n s o n a cot tage te a. 
+Franc i s Foxe a m e s s u a g e and two co t tages 12 a. 
Rober t Jackson a cot tage 17, a. 
Henry Agard a m e s s u a g e 6 a. 
Wal te r R idd inge a m e s s u a g e 32 a. 
T h o m a s Bannis te r a cot tage 28 a. 
+ T h o m a s Owen a t enemen t 4 a. 
+Chr i s topher Neval l a m e s s u a g e 12 a. 
Wi l l i am Hol lo wood a cot tage [0 a.] 
+John Pennifather a cot tage 15 a. 

/m. 267 
Tatenhill cum membris [continued] 

+ T h o m a s Repton of Bar ton a m e s s u a g e 53 a. 
G e o r g e H a n s o n a co t tage 27, a. 
Richard Pa lmer a cot tage 2 a. 
El izabeth Passand a m e s s u a g e 28 a. 
Richard Cherry a m e s s u a g e 24 a. 
T h o m a s M o o r e 7 ,messuage 14 a. 
+John G o o d m a n a cot tage [0 a.] 
T h o m a s Saundel les a cot tage <S7, a. 
[struck through: T h o m a s Saundel les a messuage in the tenure of his mother SI, a.] 
Anthony M a s o n clerk a m e s s u a g e 24 a. 
+Wal te r Grane a m e s s u a g e 33 a. 
+Wi l l i am Grane a cot tage 10 a. 
+ T h o m a s and +Wi l l i am W e b b 2 free messuages and 2 co t t ages , 

four score acres of land, and for Wi l l i am 
W e b b Vh a., and for copyhold 18 a., in all 997, a. 

Wal te r Fewsda l e a t enemen t 4 a. 
George Hanson a close lying in Bar ton 3 a. 
T h o m a s A l c o c k e a m e s s u a g e 10 a. 
Francis Geery a m e s s u a g e , 27 a., and a cus tomary 

m e s s u a g e , one co t t age , and 'h co t t age , 
36 a., in all 63 a. 

+Phi l ip Foxe a m e s s u a g e 167, a. 1 r. 
+Edward Foxe a m e s s u a g e 6 a. 

[m. 27] 
Tatenhill cum iuribus et membris etc 

John G o d w i n s u n one cot tage 0 a. 
+ T h o m a s Lee one m e s s u a g e 12 a. 
Wi l l i am Key two messuages 36 a. 
Richard Smyth 3 m e s s u a g e s and 3 cot tages 244 a. 
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B A R T O N W A R D 

1,400 a. at 2s. 6d. per acre In toto £175 0s . Od. 
Improvement U p o n i m p r o v e m e n t at 4 5 . 6d. per acre £315 0s . Od. 
Lodge The lodge with 30 a. In toto £7 0s. Od. 
Dotards 100 dotards at 2s. 6d. In toto £12 10s. Od. 
Fire trees In fire trees 4 ,735 In toto £689 3s. 4d. 
Timber trees In t imber trees 2 ,408 In toto £1 ,857 0s. Od 

In toto £2 ,895 13s. Ad. 

[m. 33] 

Y O X A L L W A R D 

1,650 a. at 2s . 6d. per acre In toto £206 5s. Od. 
Improvement U p o n i m p r o v e m e n t at 4s . 6d. per acre In toto £371 5s. Od. 
Lodge The lodge with 32 a. £8 16s. Od. 
Dotards In dotards 50 appur tenant to the lodge 

at 2s . a piece In toto £5 0s . Od. 
Fire trees In fire trees 4 ,256 In toto £659 6s . Sd. 
Timber trees In t imber trees 3,770 In toto £3 ,542 0s . Od. 

In toto £4 ,600 7s . %d. 

M A R C H I N G T O N W A R D 

1,800 a. at 4 s . per acre In toto £360 0s . Od. 
Improvement U p o n i m p r o v e m e n t at 7s . per acre In toto £630 
Lodge The lodge was returned when the survey 

of the N e w park was sent up 
Fire trees In fire trees 9,900 In toto £1 ,520 0s . Od. 
Timber trees In t imber trees 2 ,938 In toto £2 ,590 3s . Ad. 

In toto £4 ,760 3s. Ad. 

[m. 34] 
T O T A L A B S T R A C T 

Total of acres 6,400 The total values o f t h e land and lodges £996 3s . Od. 
Improvement U p o n i m p r o v e m e n t £1 ,764 18s. Od. 
Number ofthe wood 38 ,608 The total value o f t h e wood £13 ,191 18s. Od. 
Deer 120 The whole number o f t h e deer being 120 £60 

[Signed] Jo: Cholmley John Smith 
Richfard] Hu tch inson Edw: H o o k e 

I conce ive the premises conta ined in this Survey cannot be convenient ly disposed of until such 
t ime as the truth o f t h e c la ims aforesaid be made out and a l lowance made according to the several 
interests o f t h e persons c la iming ei ther by compos i t ion or o the rwise ; that so i t may appear what the 
C o m m o n w e a l t h may jus t ly and clearly (cleerely) expose to sale , and what the purchaser may enjoy 
wi thout d i s tu rbance . 

[Signed] Ex ' p ' Wil l : W e b b supervisor genera l , 1650 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



71 

THE HISTORIC GARDENS AT TRENTHAM HALL 

SUE G R E G O R Y 

There have been a number of gardens at T ren tham Hall in Staffordshire made by m e m b e r s of the 
Leveson (later L e v e s o n Gower ) family to enhance their house , increase their s ta tus , and display their 
weal th . ' The f irst garden was made by Sir Richard Leveson (the third of that name) when he decided 
to build a new res idence at T ren tham in the 1630s, the family having previously lived on their 
Shropshi re estate at Lil leshall Lodge near N e w p o r t , a l though they used Tren tham as a dower house . 
Standing on the west side o f t h e river Trent , the new house replaced one which may have been con­
verted from the former monas t ic bui ld ings o f t h e Augus t in i an priory acquired in 1540. 2 A map of 
1599 (Figs 1 and 2) shows a cluster of bui ld ings around a poo l , with a small park to the south and 
an area of wood land beyond , all set in an estate of 538 ac res . 3 

'Waterworks of pleasure and curious rarities' (1630-1708) 
Sir Richard Leveson laid out an ex tens ive garden as a series of walled c o m p a r t m e n t s on the 

south side of his new h o u s e . 4 The bui lding accounts show that as well as a water feature with a 
fountain, there was a lad ies ' ga rden , a high moun t ( c o m m o n at this t ime and used for v iewing the 
plant ing pa t te rns ) , two turrets with holes for p i g e o n s , and arbours within hedges . The garden wal ls 
would have been covered with trained fruit t r ee s , for wh ich the accounts record the purchase of 
3,750 'nay les to Bradwal l the g a r d e n e r ' . 5 There was also an orchard which was situated to the east 
o f t h e garden across the r iver , in the area be tween the river and the Long ton brook: labourers took 
six days ' m a k i n g a br idge be twix t ye orchard and g a r d e n ' . 

Al te ra t ions to the hall and garden were made by Sir Wi l l i am L e v e s o n G o w e r after he had inher­
ited the estate from his uncle Sir Richard in 1 6 6 1 . Accoun t s show that during the period 1678-83 
he built new wal ls about the garden with a number of doors and stepped en t rances into individual 
c o m p a r t m e n t s which conta ined a private garden for Lady G o w e r with a w o o d e n arbour , a fountain 
ga rden , pool , bowl ing green , and a g reenhouse . " The accounts record p a y m e n t s for 'false f looring' 
the g reenhouse which indicates that i t would have been heated by a type of hypocaus t sys tem. In 
1691 the diarist John Eve lyn repor ted that accord ing to his observa t ions of many severe w i n t e r s , 

this was a better method of heat ing than with iron stoves a lone and one which was in use in the 
A p o t h e c a r i e s ' G a r d e n , Che lsea in 1685 . ' The evergreen plants kept in such houses at this t ime were 
myr t l e s , j a s m i n e s , o leanders as well as orange t rees . A N e w c a s t l e - u n d e r - L y m e phys ic ian Dr Wi l l i am 
W e s t m a c o t t visit ing the garden at T ren tham in 1691 saw: 'Engl i sh Figs at a good height of matu­
rity ... the Tree of Life, six of them cut and pruned about the height of a man ... N u t m e g Myr t l e 
.... the Ingen ious Mr F l e m i n g , the Gardene r shew 'd me not only th i s , but also several other curi­
ous R a r i t i e s ' . 1 The garden accounts show that substantial pots were purchased: for example 24s . was 
paid for five in 1680, wh ich would enable large plants to be brought out o f t h e g reenhouse for the 
summer . 

The hall and gardens are depic ted in two i l lustrat ions (Figs 3 and 4) by Michae l Burgers for 
Rober t P lo t ' s Natural History of Staffordshire, publ ished in 1686. ' Plot praised the ' cur ious garden 
south of T ren tham Hal l ' and its 'wa t e rworks of p leasure ' that ' sends up a large C o l u m n of wate r 
falling into a bason [i.e. basin] of 10 yards d iamete r , which from the par lour (the folding doores 

1 R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n for H i s t o r i c M a n u s c r i p t s , Principal Family and Estate Collections, I I ( 1 9 9 9 ) , 1 0 4 - 9 . 

2 J . C . D i c k i n s o n , ' P r i o r y o f T r e n t h a m ' , i n M. W. G r e e n s l a d e ( e d . ) , Victoria County History o f Staffordshire, I I I ( 1 9 7 0 ) , 2 5 9 . 

T h e p r i o r y h a d b e e n d i s s o l v e d a s o n e o f t h e l e s s e r m o n a s t e r i e s i n 1 5 3 7 . 

3 S t a f f o r d s h i r e R e c o r d O f f i c e , D . 5 9 3 / H / 3 / 3 3 9 , ' P a r c e l l o f t h e m a n n o r o f T r e n t h a m i n t h e C o u n t i e o f S t a f f o r d 1 5 9 9 ' . T h e w o o d ­

l a n d i s r e f e r r e d t o i n t h e p a p e r s a s t h e C o p p i c e , C o p p y , a n d l a t e r a s K i n g s W o o d . 

4 S R O , D . 5 9 3 / R / 1 / 2 , N e w B u i l d i n g 1 6 3 2 - 3 8 . U n l e s s o t h e r w i s e s t a t e d , a l l o t h e r r e f e r e n c e s t o a c c o u n t s a r e o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e 

s e r i e s S R O , D . 5 9 3 / F . 

5 F o r i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f t h i s s t y l e o f g a r d e n s e e R o y S t r o n g , The Artist and the Garden ( 2 0 0 0 ) , p a r t i c u l a r l y p . 1 5 9 . 

6 A t t h i s t i m e a ' g r e e n h o u s e ' ( s o m e t i m e s c a l l e d a n ' o r a n g e r y ' ) w a s a b r i c k s t r u c t u r e for o v e r - w i n t e r i n g e v e r g r e e n o r n a m e n t a l 

t r e e s i n p o t s . 

7 D o u g l a s C h a m b e r s i n Garden History, 2 0 : 2 ( 1 9 9 2 ) , 2 0 1 . 

8 W . W e s t m a c o t t , Historia Vegetabilium Sacra; O r a Scripture Herbal ( 1 6 9 5 ) , 6 3 , 1 2 2 , 2 0 5 . ( M y t h a n k s t o A n d r e w D o b r a s z c z y c 

for t h i s r e f e r e n c e . ) T r e e o f L i f e , a l s o c a l l e d A m e r i c a n A r b o r - v i t a e i s n o w Thuya occidentals; N u t m e g M y r t l e i s Myrtus 

communis. 

9 R . P l o t , The Natural History o f Staffordshire ( 1 6 8 6 ) , p l a t e s X X I I I a n d X X I I I I ( b e t w e e n p p . 2 6 6 a n d 2 6 7 ) . 
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Fig. 1 Map of Tren tham, 1599 ( S R O , D. 593/H/3/339) 
The village is strung out along the N e w c a s t l e - S t o n e road and along the road to the west (see Fig. 2 for detai l) ; Nether park and Over park lie to the south 
of manor house with woodland called the ' C o p p y ' beyond. 
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T h o m a s Grenvi l le (d. 1846) of D r o p m o r e ( B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e ) w h o wro te that i t 'would have a very 
good effect upon the wooded bank at T ren tham wherever there is a rising mound adapted to its 
shape ' and he r e c o m m e n d e d the mason who had made the one at D r o p m o r e . " 

By 1822 the lake was comple te ly silted up to the extent that none o f t h e pleasure boats could be 
floated on it from the boat house on its nor thern shore and so it had to be d redged . The land agent , 
Wi l l i am L e w i s , calculated that the mud was a yard deep over 60 acres and half a yard deep over 
the other 20 acres and it would cost be tween six and ten thousand pounds to r emo v e it. James L o c h , 
appoin ted in 1812 as ' audi tor ' (financial manage r ) of Lord Stafford's e s t a t e s , was so horrified at 
this es t imate that he suggested to Lord Stafford that the lake should be returned to m e a d o w land. 
This proposal was rejected, so in order to reduce the costs in t ranspor t ing the mud , Loch ordered 
that some of it should be deposi ted on the east bank (Lower Ley) and a second island should be 
const ructed with the remainder . The island was so created in shape and posi t ion so as to provide 
the best view from the house and i t was then landscaped with h i l locks , t r ees , and wa lks according 
to L o c h ' s very precise i n s t r u c t i o n s . " Desp i te the a t tempt to reduce it, the total cost o f t h e work was 
£ 5 , 2 9 1 2 5 . 9d.*s 

By this t ime Lord Stafford was in bad health and found that the c l imate was too damp for him 
at T ren tham and so he spent most of his t ime ei ther in L o n d o n or at Wes th i l l , his house in 
W a n d s w o r t h (Sur rey) . In 1825 the es t ab l i shment at T r e n t h a m was reduced , the brewer and baker 
being sent to Westhi l l and the ki tchen garden at T ren tham ordered 'not to be fully c r o p p e d ' , " 
a l though p roduce was still being sent to Scot land , L o n d o n , and W a n d s w o r t h . T ren tham was saved 
from further dec l ine , howeve r , by the death in 1833 o f t h e m a r q u e s s , only recently created Duke of 
Suther land by Wi l l i am IV on account of his support o f t h e Reform Bil l . His son George Granvi l le 
Leveson G o w e r succeeded to all his father 's Engl i sh estates with the excep t ion of the Br idgwa te r 
p roper t i es , which had been bequea thed to his bro ther , Lord Franc i s . The duke did not inherit the 
Scott ish estates until the death of his mother in 1839. 

The decided talk of the country' (1833-60) 
In 1823 the future second duke had marr ied Harr ie t E l izabe th Georg iana H o w a r d , daughter of 

the earl of Car l i s le ; her abiding interest was archi tec ture and gardens and the couple spent much of 
the period after their marr iage in touring E u r o p e . By D e c e m b e r 1833 less than six mon ths after his 
success ion , plans for the comple te refurbishment of T ren tham Hall and the recast ing of its ga rdens 
had been submit ted to the duke and duchess by Char les Barry whose work for a Br igh ton solicitor 
Thomas At t ree they had admired in J a n u a r y . " The future duchess descr ibed i t to her mothe r - in - l aw 
as: 'The most beautiful bijou Italian villa ... the prett iest thing in Br igh ton ... with t e r races , 
ba lu s t r ades , par terres and a dolphin fountain, all built and arranged by Barry the archi tect of the 
Travel lers C l u b ' . " At Tren tham therefore the archi tectural style was to be I ta l ianate with what the 
family cons idered to be a French formal ga rden , b lending into a na tura l , Engl i sh landscape (Fig. 
1 0 ) . " W o r k began in Apri l 1834 and hundreds of w o r k m e n were s imul taneous ly demol i sh ing wa l l s , 
cons t ruc t ing new o n e s , and laying out the ga rdens . The formal ga rden , 11 acres in extent , compr i sed 
a ter race conta in ing raised b e d s , vases , u rns , and statuary; a Pr ivate Wing Garden with a small 
parterre and fountain, e n c o m p a s s i n g part o f t h e 18th-century shrubbery and the Upper F lower Garden 
compr i s ing a parterre about eighty yards square with side borders ; and a central fountain and four 
pavi l ions in the Italian style conta in ing classical s tatues. Bounded by ba lus t rades and vases , the 
Uppe r F lower Garden had wide curved steps which lead to the L o w e r F lower Garden , itself an area 
containing a larger parterre with four fountains, elevated walks on the east and west s ides , and a broad 
central walk lined with clipped laurel trees which appeared to be planted in tubs so as to represent 

8 3 N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y o f S c o t l a n d , 3 1 3 / 7 6 8 , l e t t e r s o f T h o m a s G r e n v i l l e t o L a d y S t a f f o r d . T h e u s e o f G r e n v i l l e ' s m a s o n e x p l a i n s 

t h e a b s e n c e o f t h i s f e a t u r e i n t h e a c c o u n t s b u t i t i s s h o w n o n t h e m a p s . 

8 4 L o c h ' s l e t t e r s o n t h i s s u b j e c t a r e c o n t a i n e d i n h i s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e i n S R O , D . 5 9 3 / K , p a r t i c u l a r l y D . 5 9 3 / K / 1 / 3 / 1 0 ( L o c h t o 

L o r d S t a f f o r d , 2 2 A p r i l 1 8 2 2 ) a n d D . 5 9 3 / K / 1 / 5 / 1 4 ( L o c h t o L e w i s , 1 7 M a y 1 8 2 2 ) . 

8 5 I b i d . D . 5 9 3 / N / 2 / 1 / 2 / 5 , e s t a t e l e d g e r , 1 8 2 1 - 3 3 . 

8 6 F o r t h i s a n d f u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e s , s e e L o c h ' s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e : S R O , D . 5 9 3 , K s e r i e s . 

87 C o l v i n , Biographical Dictionary of Architects, 1 0 1 - 2 , 1 0 4 . 

8 8 N a t i o n a l L i b r a r y o f S c o t l a n d , 3 1 3 / 7 4 2 , M a r c h i o n e s s o f S t a f f o r d t o D u c h e s s o f S u t h e r l a n d , 2 3 J a n u a r y 1 8 3 3 . 

8 9 P o t t e r i e s M u s e u m , H a n l e y , T r e n t h a m E s t a t e D r a w i n g s ( u n c a t a l o g u e d ) , ' T r e n t h a m H a l l a n d G a r d e n s a s p r o p o s e d t o b e a l t e r e d ' , 

p l a n a n d d e s c r i p t i o n b y B a r r y . 
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new facilities included tennis cour t s , a bowl ing green , bands t and , an ou tdoor sw imming pool , minia­
ture ra i lway , caravan park, and a ba l l room within the site o f t h e ki tchen g a r d e n . ' " 

At first a successful en te rpr i se , such deve lop men t s as gravel ex t rac t ion , extens ive felling of park­
land t r ees , the activit ies of t roops dur ing the second world war , potential mining subs idence , the 
cons t ruc t ion o f t h e M6 m o t o r w a y , and lack of resources had all conspired by the 1970s to a seri­
ous decl ine in the condi t ion o f t h e garden and remain ing bu i ld ings . After several changes in own­
ership it was bought in 1996 by a consor t ium led by St M o d w e n Proper t ies pic. The garden area 
on the east bank of the lake created by Brown and improved by F leming had already been lost to 
cul t ivat ion but the l ake , lakeside w a l k s , some o f t h e w o o d l a n d , and much of B a r r y ' s formal garden 
layout r emained . In regenera t ing the site as a tourist and leisure facility, the out l ine o f t h e beds in 
the Uppe r F lower G a r d e n , founta ins , ba lu s t r ades , pav i l ion , covered walk , and statue were res tored. 
C o n t e m p o r a r y schemes were c o m m i s s i o n e d from the leading landscape des igners Tom Stuar t -Smi th 
and Piet Oudol f and planted on the footprint of B a r r y ' s Lower F lower Garden and the Pr ivate Wing 
G a r d e n , and new at t ract ions were i n s t a l l ed . " 5 After 130 yea r s , the facility for anyone to see the gar­
den at T ren tham by ticket con t inues . 

144 S R O , D . 5 9 3 / H / 1 3 / 6 9 , m i d 2 0 t h - c e n t u r y a d v e r t i s e m e n t s h o w i n g t h e a t t r a c t i o n s 

145 w w w . t r e n t h a m l e i s u r e . c o . u k 

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample

http://www.trenthamleisure.co.uk


96 

BRITONS AT RUDYARD 

A N D R E W B R E E Z E 

The most famous Staffordshire p l ace -name is not that of Lichfield or Stoke or W o l v e r h a m p t o n , but 
of R u d y a r d , north of Leek in the Staffordshire M o o r l a n d s (SJ 9557) . To this accidental celebri ty 
may be added another surpr ise , that the form is a Celt ic one , though nobody has suggested this 
before. The ev idence is as fol lows. 

G u i d e b o o k s ment ion R u d y a r d ' s m a n s i o n s , gues t -house s , and p ic turesque two-mi le l ake , created 
in 1799 to supply water for the Ca ldon canal . ' In w o o d s border ing it the young Stoke architect J. 
L o c k w o o d Kipl ing and his sweethear t Al ice M a c D o n a l d would wa lk , and i t was there that he asked 
her to be his wife. Hence the name of their son, born in B o m b a y in 1865 and called (as a lesser 
writer r emarked , somewha t d isobl ig ingly) after a reservoir . 

On the mean ing o f t h e t o p o n y m , standard opin ion was set out long ago by Ekwa l l . He gave the 
at testat ions Rudegeard of 1002, Rudierd in D o m e s d a y Bo o k , and Rudeyard of 1330, and suggested 
an interpretat ion 'yard or garden whe re rue (Old Engl i sh rude) was g r o w n ' . Yet he offered as an 
al ternat ive 'pond where rudds were kep t ' . 2 Wri t ing in S w e d e n , he did not know that Rudyard Lake 
was modern . Mil ls in part follows E k w a l l , giving the p robab le explana t ion 'yard or enc losure where 
rue is g r o w n ' . 2 Wat t s t ranslates confidently ' the rue ga rden ' though noting H o r o v i t z ' s proposal 'red 
yard ' from Old Engl i sh rudig plus geard, and adding that there is red soil at Red Ear th F a r m , in 
R e d s h a w W o o d , and by Rad Brook (which flows into Rudyard L a k e ) . 4 

Horovi tz was moving in the right di rect ion. R u e , a perennial evergreen shrub with s t rong-scented 
leaves once used in m e d i c i n e , is not found wild in E n g l a n d , and seems o therwise u n k n o w n in Engl ish 
p l a c e - n a m e s . So H o r o v i t z ' s c o m m e n t on red earth is pert inent . But there are phonologica l objec­
t ions to a der ivat ion from rudig ' r u d d y ' , and 'red yard ' makes poor sense. 

H o w e v e r , i f we look at the m a p , we find that R e d s h a w , Rudyard Ha l l , and Redea r th lie east of 
Rudyard L a k e , on the flank of G u n , a p rominen t r idge rising to over 1,250 feet and wi th the farms 
of Gunend and Guns ide at each ex t remi ty . This landform points not to an Engl i sh e tymology but a 
Celtic one . A hill of this kind would be called garth in W e l s h , as at Penar th ' head land t op ' near 
Cardiff or Tregar th ' hamle t r idge ' near Bangor . As for the first e l emen t , this surely co r responds to 
Wel sh rhudd ' red ' or Cornish ruth ' r e d ' , as at R h u d d l a n 'red bank ' in Denb ighsh i r e or Redru th 'red 
ford' in Co rnwa l l . 5 On grounds phono log i ca l , geo log ica l , and topograph ica l , there is hence every 
reason to regard the early forms Rudegeard, Rudierd, and Rudeyard as having the equiva len ts of 
Wel sh rhudd ' red ' plus garth ' r i d g e ' . 

Other Engl i sh t o p o n y m s s t rengthen the case: Lydeard in Somerse t is attested as Lidegeard in 854 
and Lydiard Mil l icent in Wil t sh i re as Lidgeard in 9 0 1 . Both are expla ined from a Br i t tonic form 
meaning 'grey ridge' (= Welsh llwyd plus garth), and not from Old Engl i sh geard ' y a r d ' . ' Since 
Wil t sh i re and Somerse t have vi l lages with Celt ic names mean ing 'grey r idge ' , then Staffordshire 
can have the l ike , mean ing 'red r idge ' and referring to consp icuous G u n , with rough grazing near 
its summit (marked by a t r iangula t ion station) and its eastern slopes in the Peak Nat iona l Park . 

If Rudyard is a Celt ic form, the impl ica t ions for se t t lement in early Staffordshire are clear. It is 
ev idence for Bri t ish survival on the edge o f t h e Peak in the later 7th cen tury , w h e n the Engl i sh had 
begun a push towards the Chesh i re and Lancash i re p la ins . ' Archaeo log ica l remains of that period 
will not be A n g l o - S a x o n but of an older , Cel t ic cu l ture . We can thus add another to the coun ty ' s 
tally of Celt ic p l a c e - n a m e s , like Hints (SK 1503) ' r o a d s ' (cf. W e l s h hynt ' pa th , rou te ' ) or High Onn 
(SJ 8216) ' k i l n s ' (= W e l s h odynau ' k i l n s ' ) . 2 Rudyard will have nothing to do with the plant rue , or 

1 N . J . T r i n g h a m , ' R u d y a r d L a k e ' , i n A History ofthe County o f Stafford, V I I : L e e k a n d t h e M o o r l a n d s , e d . M. W. G r e e n s l a d e 

( L o n d o n , 1 9 9 6 ) , 6 8 - 9 . 

2 E i l e r t E k w a l l , The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names ( O x f o r d , 1 9 3 6 ) , 3 7 7 . 

3 A. D. M i l l s , A Dictionary of English Place-Names ( O x f o r d , 1 9 9 1 ) , 2 7 8 . 

4 The Cambridge Dictionary of English Place-Names, e d . V. E. W a t t s ( C a m b r i d g e , 2 0 0 4 ) , 5 1 2 ; D a v i d H o r o v i t z , The Place-

Names o f Staffordshire ( S t a f f o r d , 2 0 0 5 ) , 4 6 8 . 

5 H y w e l W y n O w e n a n d R i c h a r d M o r g a n , Dictionary o f the Place-Names o f Wales ( L l a n d y s u l , 2 0 0 7 ) , 3 6 2 , 4 1 7 , 4 6 9 . 

6 E i l e r t E k w a l l , The Concise Oxford Dictionary of English Place-Names, 4 t h e d i t i o n ( O x f o r d , 1 9 6 0 ) , 3 0 8 . 

7 D. J . T y l e r , ' E a r l y M e r c i a a n d t h e B r i t o n s ' , in Britons in Anglo-Saxon England, e d . N i c k H i g h a m ( W o o d b r i d g e , 2 0 0 7 ) , 9 1 - 1 0 1 . 

8 R i c h a r d C o a t e s a n d A n d r e w B r e e z e , Celtic Voices, English Places ( S t a m f o r d , 2 0 0 0 ) , 3 3 4 , 3 3 6 . 
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the fish rudd, or a red yard . The form will mean 'red r idge ' (Welsh rhudd ' red ' plus garth ' r i d g e ' ) , 
applied to the lofty wha leback of Gun . 

That Rudyard Kipl ing had a first name of Celt ic origin may seem s t range. Yet few wri ters have 
known more about ethnici ty and Engl i sh history than he did. He would therefore have been well 
placed to wri te a poem or short story on 7th-century R u d y a r d , and on the Bri t ish men and w o m e n 
who lived there w h e n the Engl i sh c a m e . 
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