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WEST BROMWICH MANOR-HOUSE 

S. R. J O N E S , F.S.A. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

T H E M A N O R - H O U S E ( N . G . R . S P 0 0 5 9 4 3 ) , k n o w n in the 18th cen tury as W e s t B r o m w i c h 
Hal l and earlier simply as B r o m w i c h Hal l , was pu rchased , together with its l ands , by W e s t 
B r o m w i c h C o r p o r a t i o n in 1950. T h e original pu rpose in acquir ing the p roper ty was the crea t ion 
of a small p a r k from the land on which the buildings s tood ra the r t h a n a comprehens ive 
res to ra t ion of the then di lapidated m a n o r - h o u s e . R e p o r t s by Counc i l officials in connexion with 
a p r o p o s e d demol i t ion o rde r indicated the existence of an ear ly f ramed s t ruc ture concealed with­
in the complex a n d a t this t ime it was con templa ted t h a t the f ramework of the hall might be 
repaired a n d preserved in situ. After a conten t ious per iod, in which the demoli t ion of the m a n o r -
house w a s sought and resisted locally, res tora t ion c o m m e n c e d in 1957 and was comple ted in 
1960 (pi. I, II) . In 1952 the Counc i l sought the advice of M r . W . M a u r i c e Jones , archi tect , of 
W o r c e s t e r concern ing the possibility of res tora t ion and preserva t ion of the hall. H i s repor t , 
p resented a yea r later after consul ta t ion with the Pilgrim Trus t a n d the Society for the 
Prese rva t ion of Anc ien t Buildings laid emphas i s on the extent of the medieval bui ldings and the 
un iqueness of t he whole as well as outl ining a use for the premises when res tored. T h e repor t at 
least publicized the i m p o r t a n c e of the m a n o r - h o u s e in a nat ional contex t and , in its p repa ra t ion , 
had d r a w n the a t tent ion of a rchi tec tura l h is tor ians to its r e m a r k a b l e features. A s a consequence 
the Na t iona l Buildings R e c o r d car r ied ou t a p h o t o g r a p h i c survey of the house in 1953 , mos t ly of 
external e levat ions, and it w a s this evidence, together with a decision t aken by the Counc i l in 
1956 no t to p roceed with res to ra t ion , t ha t pe r suaded the wri ter t o obta in a fuller record of the 
house . Measu r ing w a s s tar ted the s a m e year and addi t ional p h o t o g r a p h s t aken , the object being 
to collect informat ion t o w a r d s an archi tec tura l h is tory of the m a n o r - h o u s e for V.C.H. Staffs. 
W h e n later t ha t yea r the Counc i l reversed its earlier decision and agreed to res tora t ion the wri ter 
w a s able t o offer his services t o the archi tec t - in-charge Mr . J a m e s A . R o b e r t s of B i rmingham. 
O n e immed ia t e benefit deriving from the wri ter ' s survey notes w a s their use in the rest i tut ion of 
the annexe off the west end of the no r th wing. This h a d been taken d o w n by the co n t r ac t o r as a 
potent ia l ly d a n g e r o u s s t ruc ture and its historical i m p o r t a n c e no t then recognized, 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l y , since its c o u n t e r p a r t off the south wing had been largely erased in 19th-century 
a l te ra t ions and the l ikenesses of each wing thereby lost. 

1. Mary Willett, A History of West Bromwich (1882). The majority of references to the manorial history and that of 
the descent of the manor derive, however, from the published account in V.C.H. Staffs, vol. xvii. For the 
opportunity to consult this material in advance of publication, 1 am deeply indebted to Mr. Michael Greenslade, 
Editor of V.C.H. Staffs, and the General Editor, Professor R. B. Pugh of the Institute of Historical Research, 
University of London. 

2. It would be no exaggeration to claim that but for the introduction of Mr. Roberts to this project and his sustained 
efforts at all subsequent stages of the restoration, the manor-house may not have been preserved in such an 
intelligible form or, in the writer's opinion, retained at all. Support for the proposal to restore the manor-house 
was prominently given by Alderman G. C. W. Jones of West Bromwich together with Alderman F. Leeson 
throughout the period when the fate of the building was uncertain. The Town Clerk, Mr. J. M. Day and the 
Deputy Town Clerk, Mr. E. Thomas were similarly enthusiastic in their concern for the retention of the manor-
house and with offers of help. 
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Plate VIII South wing, unrestored north wall, 1958. 
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TWO WALSALL CHARTERS 

I - T H E C H A R T E R O F W I L L I A M R U F F U S 
T O T H E B U R G E S S E S O F W A L S A L L 

K E I T H F . B R O W N 

P R E S E R V E D I N T H E S T R O N G - R O O M of the Counc i l H o u s e , Walsa l l , is a cha r t e r of 
Wil l iam Ruffus , lord of the m a n o r of Walsa l l , t o his burgesses (Append ix A) . O n p a r c h m e n t , 
275 m m x 265 m m , the d o c u m e n t is well preserved a p a r t f rom a little s taining, a n d a tea r in the 
middle of the b o t t o m edge, p r o b a b l y where the seal was once a t t ached . Wi th the seal, a small 
piece of the d o c u m e n t w a s also r emoved , bear ing the n a m e of one of the witnesses . 

T h e char t e r w a s the first dec la ra t ion of the respect ive r ights of the lord of the m a n o r a n d his 
bu rgesses , a n d the first g ran t of privileges from the lord t o the t o w n s m e n , a l though , as with a n y 
such g ran t this m a y h a v e been a formal ratification of existing informal prac t ice , r a the r t h a n a 
fresh deve lopmen t in c o r p o r a t e l iberty. This g ran t , with the cha r t e r of R o g e r de M o r t e y n a n d 
T h o m a s Ruffus of 1309 , laid the founda t ions of Walsa l l ' s burgess t enure and c o r p o r a t e s t a tus . 
A p a r t f rom the g ran t by H e n r y IV of f reedom from toll t h r o u g h o u t the rea lm, in 1399 , these 
t w o cha r t e r s were the only evidences of c o r p o r a t e s ta tus held b y the burgesses of Walsa l l until 
the 17th-century cha r t e r s of C h a r l e s I a n d C h a r l e s I I , 5 a n d were used by the burgesses in their 
d i spute wi th the lord of the m a n o r , Sir R i c h a r d W i l b r a h a m a b o u t b u r g a g e t enure as late as 
1610. T h e char t e r of Wil l iam Ruffus is unda t ed , a n d h a s previously been da ted as c. 1197 , 
this be ing the a p p r o x i m a t e da t e of Wil l iam Ruffus 's success ion t o the m a n o r of Walsa l l . 
H o w e v e r , as the cha r t e r cou ld h a v e been g ran ted a t a n y t ime dur ing Wil l iam's life, it could 

7 • « 

cor rec t ly be da ted as late as 1226 or 1247. Pa l aeog raph ic evidence is of dub ious value in a t ime 
s p a n of this res t r ic t ion, a n d m u s t be t rea ted with cau t ion , if only because ou tda t ed h a n d s a n d 
fo rms of letters could easily be pe rpe tua ted by a conserva t ive scribe long after the t ime w h e n 
they a re t h o u g h t t o h a v e passed ou t of use. It m a y be significant, however , t h a t the forms of ' b ' 
a n d ' W used in the cha r t e r a re of 13th-century cha rac t e r r a the r t h a n 12th. E x a m i n a t i o n of the 
wi tness list of t he cha r t e r t akes us little further, as those n a m e s which occu r frequently in o ther 
da t ed d o c u m e n t s , such as J o h n de Par ies and Wil l iam de D a r l a s t o n , were h a n d e d d o w n from 
father t o son, a n d consequen t ly occu r over a wide t ime span : R o b e r t de Ess ing ton , for example , 
m a y be found over the per iod 1199 to 1278, a l though m o s t of the references a re be tween 1220 

1. Walsall Corporation Town Chest, 1.1. 
2. The seal has evidently been missing for some time: a photograph taken c. 1890 shows the charter to be in the 

same condition then (Birmingham Reference Library, Benjamin Stone collection, 13354). The author of a 16th-
century copy of the charter was unable to transcribe the name of the mutilated witness (Walsall Town Chest, 
1.237). R. Sims, Calendar of Deeds and Documents of the Corporation of Walsall (Walsall, 1882), no. I gives the 
witness as Simon de Hetone, and this interpretation has been used in this paper. 

See also, E. J. Homeshaw, The Corporation of the Foreign and Borough of Walsall (Walsall, 1960), plate 
facing p. 12. 

3. Walsall Town Chest, 1.9. The 1309 charter is the subject of the second part of this paper. 
4. Ibid. 1.27. 
5. Ibid. 1.208 and 11.75. 
6. Ibid. 1.163 et seq. 
7. See, for example, F. W. Willmore, A History of Walsall (Walsall and London, 1887), p. 159. It is not clear 

whether William Ruffus died in 1226, and was succeeded by a second William Rufus, who died in 1247. 
Willmore, p. 56, assumes two lords of the manor called William Rufus, although the evidence is far from 
conclusive. The charter could, in any case, be a grant from the second William Rufus, if indeed there were two. 
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6 6 TWO WALSALL CHARTERS 

a n d 1240. D o c u m e n t s whe re t w o of the witnesses to the cha r t e r occur again toge ther a re , 
however , infrequent : J o h n de Par ies w a s a wi tness t o a char te r of R o b e r t de G r e n d o n , c. 1236, 
R o b e r t de Ess ing ton w a s a wi tness t o the cha r t e r of R o g e r de Bentley to Wil l iam Ruffus, c. 1215 
to 1224, a n d he a n d R o b e r t de G r e n d o n were col lectors in Staffordshire of scu tage for the 
m a r r i a g e of the k ing ' s sister in 1235 . Whi le this evidence is in n o w a y conclusive, it t ends t o 
s u p p o r t a da t e for the c h a r t e r in the ear ly 13th cen tu ry ra ther t h a n 1197, and further po in t is 
given to this t heo ry by the c h a r t e r ' s reference t o Sir R o b e r t de G r e n d o n , as he p r o b a b l y received 
his k n i g h t h o o d in 1226-7 . T h e n a m e of N icho la s de Aldr idge is m o r e distinctive t h a n m o s t of 
t he o the r wi tnesses , a n d the earliest reference t o it is in 1244. T h u s , the char te r could be da ted 
as late as the 1240s , a n d is m o s t likely t o have been g ran ted be tween 1230 and 1247. 

T h e c lauses con ta ined in the cha r t e r a re qui te s t ra igh t forward and require little explana t ion . 
Ta l lage w a s a feudal levy es tabl ished as a roya l t ax in the reign of H e n r y II and w a s frequently 
used by K i n g J o h n : it w a s levied o n the k ing ' s es ta tes and b o r o u g h s , a n d w a s last pa id in 1312 , 
being superseded b y p a r l i a m e n t a r y g ran t s of t axes . Tal lage could also be imposed by a lord of a 
m a n o r o n his t e n a n t s , a n d the cha r t e r , by limiting ta l lage t o occas ions when roya l ta l lage w a s 
t a k e n , r e m o v e d the a rb i t r a ry p o w e r of Walsa l l ' s lord to exact ta l lage a t any t ime. 

C o m m o n of p a s t u r e for burgesses w a s frequently incorpora ted in medieval cha r t e r s , with the 
va luab le r ight to sell p a n n a g e reserved to the lord of the m a n o r . T h e value of this c lause m u s t be 
r educed , t h o u g h , b y the provis ion al lowing Wil l iam Ruffus and his heirs ' t o app rove ourselves of 
all ou r l ands ' , t ha t is, t o enclose any c o m m o n s for his o w n use , a prac t ice regulated by the 
S ta tu te of M e r t o n of 1235 . 

T h e r ight of p re -empt ion to the lord of bu rgages , t ha t is, t o see any bu rgage offered for sale 
a n d b u y it at a preferential pr ice w a s an unusua l provis ion, k n o w n outs ide Walsa l l only a t 
W h i t b y , bu t there the lord still h a d t o p a y the full p u r c h a s e pr ice , and at N o r t h a m p t o n , N o r w i c h 
a n d Exeter . 

T h e l imitat ion of a m e r c e m e n t s for b r eaches of the assize of b r e a d and ale w a s of s o m e 
i m p o r t a n c e , fines in some o ther b o r o u g h s being \2d. or m o r e for each offence. A s b reaches of 
t he assize were very c o m m o n in a n y b o r o u g h , fines paid for the offences virtually cons t i tu ted a 
p a y m e n t for the r ight t o b rew ale or b a k e b read for sale, and l imitat ions on their size were 
consequen t ly very va luable . In b o r o u g h s where n o limit existed, individual b a k e r s or b rewers 
often a c c u m u l a t e d fines total l ing several shillings. T h e annua l rent of 12c?. for a bu rgage is the 
m o s t c o m m o n a m o u n t found in medieval b o r o u g h char te r s , and paid in m o s t b o r o u g h s in 
E n g l a n d . 1 7 P e r h a p s the omiss ions of the cha r t e r a re m o r e impor t an t t h a n the g r an t s which are 
inc luded: the burgesses were no t g ran ted any power s t o elect their o w n officials, hold their o w n 
m a r k e t s o r cour t s , a n d there is n o express ion of c o r p o r a t e identi ty in the char te r , n o gild 
m e r c h a n t or co rpora t ion . Ce r t a in of these defects were remedied by the second char t e r t o the 

8. Staffordshire Historical Collections (S.H.C.), passim. 
9. Ibid, xvii (1896), p. 254. 

10. R. Gillespie, Walsall Records (Walsall, 1914), p. 23. 
11. S.H.C. 1910, p. 296. 
12. S. Shaw, History and Antiquities of Staffordshire, ii (1801), p. 34. 
13. S.H.C. iv (1883), p. 101. I am indebted to Mr. J. Gould for this reference. 
14. A. Ballard, British Borough Charters, 1042-1216 (Cambridge, 1913), p. 69, and M. Hemmeon, Burgage Tenure 

in Medieval England (Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A. 1914), pp. 54-5. 
15. Ballard, op. cit. pp. 157-9; A. Ballard and J. Tait, British Borough Charters, 1216-1307 (Cambridge, 1923), pp. 

221-4. 
16. For example, Dunster, Somerset, like Walsall a seigniorial borough: see court rolls in Somerset Record Office, 

D D / B o x 9. 
17. Ballard, op. cit. pp. 46-50: Ballard and Tait, op. cit. pp. 53-60. 
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CRUCK-FRAMED BUILDINGS AT SEISDON AND ARMITAGE 
IN STAFFORDSHIRE 

R. A . M E E S O N , F.S.A. 

T H E V E R N A C U L A R A R C H I T E C T U R E G R O U P (V.A.G. ) h a s publ ished a list of c ruck-
f ramed buildings in Eng land a n d W a l e s which included (1973) 4 1 grid references of c ru ck s then 
k n o w n in Staffordshire. Seven o the r s have since been identified in the coun ty and it seems likely 
t h a t m o r e awai t d iscovery . A n u m b e r of these buildings have a l ready been publ ished in the 
Transactions of this Society a n d a limited a m o u n t of informat ion is available on the subject 
f rom va r ious sources listed in the V . A . G . publ icat ion. This shor t pape r was in tended to add to 
the in format ion avai lable on c ruck- f ramed buildings in the coun ty by descr ibing two of t hem. 
Bu t a t A r m i t a g e in par t icu la r m o r e ques t ions a re raised t h a n are answered . T h e p rob l ems of 
in te rpre ta t ion and da t ing will be clear in a c o u n t y where relatively little detailed resea rch is yet 
publ ished. Consequen t l y a n u m b e r of issues are raised which need further invest igat ion and m a y 
be of wider significance. 

T h e t w o buildings d iscussed here are M e a d o w C o t t a g e , Seisdon ( N G R S O 843948) , no t 
previous ly publ ished, and H o o d L a n e F a r m , A r m i t a g e ( N G R S K 0 8 2 1 5 3 ) , publ ished a l ready by 
P . R . Sheppa rd , and S. R . Jones , bu t n o w subject to re-appra isa l in the light of new evidence 
due to the de ter iora t ing s ta te of the building. 

Seisdon is five miles south-wes t of W o l v e r h a m p t o n . M e a d o w C o t t a g e is nea r the south-eas t 
co rne r of the village, east of S m e s t o w Brook . T h e original s t ruc ture compr i sed a two-bay hall , 
a n d a thi rd upper b a y with a solar on the first-floor. O n e b a y of the hall has been demol ished, so 
t h a t the open c ruck- t russ which o n c e spanned the cent re of the hall is n o w built into the brick 
gable-end wall (fig. 1). Careful conse rva t ion by the owners h a s exposed the impressive form of 
this t russ , which c a n still be followed to the apex. T h e b races below the collar were carefully 
shaped to p r o d u c e a del icate ogee a r c h over the cent re of the hall. T h e a lmost symmet r ica l t russ 
(al lowing for a l tera t ions) at the o ther end of the hall (fig. 3), needs little descript ion. T h e d o o r at 
C is an a l te ra t ion; the r igh t -hand d o o r j a m b is inserted and the chamfer is n o longer clear on the 
t i e -beam over the d o o r which m a y no t be original. S. R. Jones h a s suggested tha t the peg-holes 
on the s tuds in this t russ m a y h a v e held a fixed bench . In this case t russ C would have been at 
the upper end of the hall a n d the opposed en t rances to the building would have been at the lower 
end of the demol ished hal l -bay. T h e r e is n o r o o m on this site for a fourth b a y at the lower end of 
the house . O n e d o o r connec ted the upper end of the hall with the r o o m s beyond . Less is visible 

1. N. W. Alcock, 'A Catalogue of Cruck Buildings' (The Vernacular Architecture Group, 1973). 
2. Details of these buildings have been supplied to the Vernacular Architecture Group. They are Tamworth, 

Alrewas, Clifton Campville, Lower Boothe, Stowe-by-Chartley, and two at Biddulph. 
3. P. R. Sheppard, 'Cruck-trussed houses in Lichfield', Trans, i for 1959-60, p. 14. 'Cruck-trussed houses in the 

Lichfield district', Trans, iii for 1961-62, p. 41. 
V. F. Penn, 'Lower Farm, Bloxwich (Staffs.). A cruck-truss house', Trans, v for 1963-4 (1964), p. 69. 
R. A. Meeson, 'A four-bay cruck-barn with outshot at Dosthill, Tamworth, Staffs.', Trans, xiv for 1972-3 

(1973), p. 45. 
Passing reference to Hood Lane Farm and 23-25 High Street, Aldridge, Staffs, in: S. R. Jones, 'Shelfield Lodge 

Farm, Aldridge, Staffs. - An Altered hall-house of medieval date', Trans, x for 1968-9 (1969), p 63. 
4. Op. cit. note 3 above (Sheppard, Trans, iii). 
5. S. R. Jones, 'Tir-y-Coed - A fifteenth-century farmhouse in the parish of Melverley, Salop', Trans. Shropshire 

Archaeological Society, 56 II (1959), pp. 149-57. 
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76 CRUCK-FRAMED BUILDINGS AT SEISDON A N D ARMITAGE 

Fig. 1 Isometric elevation of Meadow Cottage, Seisdon. 

of t russ E (fig. 2, E-Ei ) : either the b lades are cut off or the gable-ends were hipped. T h e roof has 
g o o d wind-braces , bu t the purl ins over lap crudely , r a the r t h a n being scarfed together . 

A t Seisdon the service-bay ground-f loor is divided by a t ransverse par t i t ion (D in fig. 1), 
wh ich helps to ca r ry the first-floor, here interpreted as a solar. T h e par t icu lar interest of this 
par t i t ion lies in the w a y in which it is a t t ached to the ma in wall-frames. In bo th cases the wall-
pos t rises f rom sill-beam to wall-plate , bu t internally the pos t is splayed out , forming a seating (a 
b r a c k e t ca rved in the solid) a t the right height to t ake the end of the first-floor b e a m , tha t is the 
t o p rail of the par t i t ion . A similar feature occu r s at A r m i t a g e in a different context . T h e Seisdon 
c ruck w a s of only three b a y s a n d apparen t ly conceived by its builder as a domes t ic s t ruc ture . A t 
A r m i t a g e a different in te rpre ta t ion is possible and a brief descr ipt ion of t ha t building follows. 

T h e c ruck-house a t A r m i t a g e s tands adjacent to H o o d L a n e , which connec t s the A 5 1 ro ad 
with the A 5 1 3 be tween Lichfield a n d Rugeley . This house h a s an upper bay , divided by a 
ground-f loor par t i t ion (apparen t ly inserted) , a long hal l -bay incorpora t ing a screens-passage 
beh ind a spere- t russ , and slight evidence for a n o w demol ished lower bay . 

T h e nor th -wes t gable-end t russ (A in fig. 5) h a s been replaced by a brick wall . T r u s s B (fig. 7 
a n d a x o n o m e t r i c , fig. 5) h a s slightly curved blades which c lasp a ridge-purlin at the apex above a 
y o k e which is secured to each b lade by a dovetail lap-joint and pegs. T h e over lapping purlins sit 
on t o p of the c ruck-b lades . A b o v e the inserted ceiling the watt le and d a u b infill is encrus ted on 
the south-eas t face with sooty deposi ts from the fire which once bu rned on the floor of the hall. 

6 . Ibid. 
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C R U C K - F R A M E D BUILDINGS AT SEISDON A N D ARMITAGE 77 

T h e usua l no t ched lap-joint connec t s the collar t o the b lades , bu t the t ie-beam lap-joints are not 
no t ched . P a r t of the cent ra l pos t connec t ing the collar with the t ie-beam h a s been cut d o w n to 
a c c o m m o d a t e a first-floor door . T h e centra l pos t below the t ie-beam h a s a seat ing similar t o 
t hose a l ready descr ibed at Seisdon, bu t at Armi t age it projects into the hall. It suppor t s one end 
of a floor-beam (see fig. 5). Because this b e a m is in the hall, which was originally open to the 
roof, the b e a m is an insert ion. But the b racke t could be original. It is formed from the s ame piece 
of w o o d as the pos t , a n d t h a t is firmly t enoned into the t ie-beam and the sil l-beam. T o 
m a n o e u v r e a r ep lacement pos t in to an existing t russ to provide suppor t for the end of an inser ted 
first-floor b e a m seems a c u m b e r s o m e p rocedure . A pegged-on b racke t would have sufficed, or 
the inser ted floor-beam could have been m a d e to sit on the t ie-beam. N o evidence of ma jo r 
d i s tu rbance of the c ruck- t russ t o a c c o m m o d a t e the pos t is apparen t . Evidence to d e m o n s t r a t e 
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86 A N ANTLER ARTIFACT FROM HINKSFORD, STAFFORDSHIRE 

Fig. 3 (a) General view of the antler artifact, (b) Close-up of two of the five cuts made in the removal of the second 
tine. 

spec imen w a s found rest ing u p o n 18 c m of coa r se s andy gravel , in turn rest ing upon red Tr iass ic 
s ands tone . T h e gravels a re over la in by 2 m of grey s andy clay, and the general s t r a t ig raphy of the 
site is s h o w n in fig. 2 . 

D E S C R I P T I O N A N D A G E O F T H E A R T I F A C T 

T h e spec imen consis ts of the basa l pa r t of the left antler of a red deer, Cervus elephas. T h e main 
b r a n c h is 19 c m from the b a s e t o the f rac tured end, and the first tine is approx imate ly 26 c m 
long, with the apical cent imet re b roken away . T h e end of the first tine is pol ished and str iated for 
at least 10 c m b a c k from the b r o k e n t ip. T h e second tine has been artifically r emoved by at least 
five b lows from a b lade , a n d forms a project ion approx imate ly 2.5 c m above the main haft (fig. 
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A N ANTLER ARTIFACT FROM HINKSFORD, STAFFORDSHIRE 8 7 

3a, 3b) . T h e n a t u r e of the cu t suggests t ha t the antler w a s freshly shed, and tha t the cut t ing 
implement w a s meta l . T h e final s h a p e of the antler is t ha t of a 'digging st ick' type similar to the 
ant ler p icks recovered from G r i m e ' s G r a v e s , Norfolk . 

M e t h o d s of es t imat ing the age of the artifact provide cer ta in difficulties. T h e antler f ragment 
itself migh t have been d iagnos t ic if Cervus elephas was extinct , bu t it still lives in localized a reas 
nea r by . A sample of p lant debr is ob ta ined from the grey s andy clay above the gravel p roduced 
a n u m b e r of beetle f ragments and a quant i ty of hazel -nuts . T h e presence of Corylus in 
assoc ia t ion with the spec imen indica tes a F l and r i an (post-glacial) age as Corylus did no t b e c o m e 
widespread in Eng land until the Boreal per iod (pollen zone V) approx imate ly 6 ,800 yea r s B .C. 
T h e spec imen therefore pos t -da tes 7,000 yea r s B.C. , bu t could be qui te m o d e r n as Corylus is 
still ex tan t in the W e s t M i d l a n d s . 

Since r a d i o c a r b o n da t ing w a s the only me thod of providing some age es t imate , and because 
this t echn ique would have resul ted in the des t ruc t ion of the specimen, the second antler f ragment 
w a s submi t ted for analys is . Col lagen ex t rac ted by a weak acid t r ea tmen t under reduced pressure 
w a s da t ed a t the Univers i ty of B i rmingham R a d i o c a r b o n L a b o r a t o r y and p r o d u c e d an age of 
1 , 4 3 0 ± 1 7 0 yea r s B .P . (c. A . D . 500) (Birm. 280) . T h e da t e obta ined does indicate an o rde r of age 
m a g n i t u d e for the art ifact which would suggest tha t it was used in the period dur ing , or shor t ly 
following the R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n of Britain. 

Beetle f ragments assoc ia ted with the s t r a tum in which the antler was found indicate aqua t i c 
cond i t ions , with well ae ra ted water . O t h e r species indicate the presence of near -by s andy a n d 
gravel ly pa t ches and also mois te r a r ea s with organical ly rich soil types . It is extremely p robab l e 
t h a t bo th antler f ragments were t h r o w n into the p ro to -Ho lbeche Brook after some accident ( the 
ma in haft f rac ture?) rendered the implement unsui table for use. 

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S 

I would like to express m y t h a n k s t o the W e s t Mid lands G a s Boa rd and to W . Press for 
permiss ion to examine the R o u n d O a k - S w i n d o n gas pipeline t rench , and also to Professor F . W . 
S h o t t o n for providing the r a d i o c a r b o n da te on the antler and for critically reading the 
m a n u s c r i p t . 

T h e Society is grateful to the au tho r for his cont r ibut ion t o w a r d s the cost of publ ishing the 
d i a g r a m s . 

1. K. P. Oakley, Man the Tool-Maker (1972), p. 19 and fig. 8. 
2. R. G. West, Pleistocene Geology and Biology (1968), p. 308. 
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ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH, BLORE RAY, 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

J. G O U L D , F.S.A. 

O N 8 A P R I L 1975 , informat ion w a s received from the chu rch archi tect , M r . Shor t , t h a t pa r t of 
the floor of the nave of Blore R a y chu rch (SK 138494) h a d been t aken up and bur ia ls 
encoun te red . A s a result the c h u r c h w a s visited the following day . 

O n the sou th side of the nave , the pews h a d been removed and the wooden floor t a k e n u p 
p r e p a r a t o r y t o put t ing in concre te suppor t s for a new floor. A t the east end of the exposed a rea , 
the under ly ing soil h a d been r e m o v e d to a depth of 0 .60m but nea r the south d o o r soil h a d only 
been r e m o v e d to a dep th of 0 .30m. T h e present floor is 0 .60m lower t h a n the exterior g r o u n d 
level so tha t there is a descent of 5 steps from the south d o o r ; whilst the nave floor is 1.02m (7 
s teps) lower t h a n the floor of the west tower . In the sou th wall is a b locked l a t e - N o r m a n 
d o o r w a y which suggests t ha t when the sou th wall w a s built the floor of the nave w a s then 0 . 2 4 m 
higher t h a n at p resent and the s a m e is suggested by the r e m n a n t s of a s tone floor behind the 
pulpit . T h e a rea examined then w a s a t best 0 .54m lower t h a n the original floor, and at wors t 
1.20m lower t h a n the outs ide g r o u n d surface. 

W o r k m e n h a d suspended opera t ions until 10 Apri l , so tha t there w a s bu t one d a y for one 
pe r son (the au tho r ) t o examine the exposed a rea . Excava t ion w a s out of the quest ion and all t ha t 
w a s possible w a s t o clean a n d record rapidly the exposed area . F igure 1 shows the result . A t the 
west end w a s a s tr ip of compara t ive ly recent interference, cut t ing one burial . A n o t h e r burial w a s 
aga ins t the west end of the sou th wall . T h e depress ion cut into the undis turbed mar l as s h o w n in 
the figure w a s only 8 c m deep a n d the near -by rash o f ' s t a k e - h o l e s ' were all approx imate ly 3 c m 
deep . T h e eas te rn half of the a rea examined w a s packed with at least eight adjacent eas t -west 
bur ia ls whilst the pit cut t ing t hem conta ined a j u m b l e of b o n e s , pa r t of the stem of a clay 
tobacco-p ipe , f ragments of tile and plaster and a few pieces of s ta ined glass. O n e tile f ragment 
w a s pa r t of a bad ly worn encaus t ic tile which still had a little glaze adher ing whilst one piece of 
plas ter b o r e t races of b lack lettering. T ime did no t allow the features to be emptied. All the 
bur ia ls h a d been d is turbed a n d the d is turbed bones were ga thered for reburial in the c h u r c h y a r d . 

T h e b locked N o r m a n d o o r w a y suggests a 12th-century da te for the south wall and , since the 
g raves went u p t o the wall bu t were no t cut by the wall, the implicat ion is t ha t they h a d been 

METRE 

Fig. 1 Plan of exposed area. 
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90 ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S CHURCH, BLORE RAY, STAFFORDSHIRE 

m a d e after the wall w a s built . N o nails or o ther t r aces of coffins were observed . T h e stained 

glass f ragments have been seen by M r . R . M a r k s , Ass i s t an t Keeper , Dep t . of Medieval and 

La t e r Ant iqui t ies , Brit ish M u s e u m . H e c o m m e n t s as follows: 
The fragments of stained glass are a little disappointing. Although some of them bear vitrifiable enamel painted lines, 
the pieces have become opaque through devitrification, and it is impossible to make out much of their original design 
or even colour. Several are of clear, or white glass, including two of the bits with enamel paint. One has thick 
undulating parallel lines and this may represent hair on a head, or possibly a shaggy garment. The other one depicts a 
black and white tiled base. N o doubt a figure was set on this (see the easternmost chancel south window in the 
church). A number of pieces bear grozed edges. There are slight traces of corrosion caused by weathering. The 
evidence of surviving glass and antiquarian sources suggests that these fragments from the nave floor are probably 
late fifteenth century. 
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A BARBED AND TANGED ARROW-HEAD FROM HINTS, 
STAFFORDSHIRE 

H E L E N B A M F O R D 

A F L I N T A R R O W - H E A D was found on the surface of a field at H in t s F a r m ( N . G . R . S K 
15550083) in M a y 1974, and b r o u g h t in to T a m w o r t h M u s e u m by the owner , Mr . G . W . 
G l o s s o p , for identification. T h e a r row-head (fig. 1) is 38 m m long, symmet r ica l in form, with 
shor t , poin ted b a r b s a n d a slightly longer t a n g , and h a s been fashioned from a thin flake by 
m e a n s of s econda ry work ing which is confined to the edges of the implement on bo th faces. T h e 
point h a s been d a m a g e d slightly. T h e flint is a mot t led g rey-brown colour , wi thout pa t ina t ion . 

In m o s t respects this a p p e a r s t o be of n o r m a l Ear ly Bronze A g e type , a l though the me thod of 
shap ing by edge re touch a lone is slightly unusua l . 

Fig. l. 
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PROGRAMME 1975-76 

1975 
M a y 17 Excur s ion in Lichfield. C h a p t e r H o u s e ; T h e C lose ; V ica r s ' C l o s e ; C lose 

defences; P r ince R u p e r t ' s M o u n d ; T h e M a r k e t ; F r i a r y ; St. J o h n ' s Hosp i t a l 
( C a n o n G . N . S t rong) ; C r u c k - h o u s e , S towe Street ; S towe H o u s e ( C o u n c . 
W . J. Wi lson) . L e a d e r : J . G o u l d , F.S.A. 

J u n e 14 Excur s ion t o excava t ions at C a t h o l m e (S. Losco-Brad ley ) ; W a l t o n Hal l 
(Mr . a n d M r s . D i g b y Pau l ) ; R a d b o u r n e Hal l (Major and M r s . C h a n d o s - P o l e ) ; 

R a d b o u r n e C h u r c h . Leade r : M . M . Hallet t ,C.B.E., F.S.A. 
Ju ly 2 T h e Socie ty w a s represen ted , on the occas ion of the visit of H . R . H . T h e 

Pr incess M a r g a r e t , a t the Civic Service in St. Ed i tha ' s C h u r c h , T a m w o r t h t o 
c o m m e m o r a t e t he res to ra t ion of the c h u r c h tower a n d the beques t of the glass 
in the G r e a t W e s t w indow. 

O c t . 4 (L) A n n u a l G e n e r a l Meet ing . 
Ear ly p lanning of the b u r h of T a m w o r t h — R. A . Meeson , F.S.A. 
Musica l a l tar -c lock from R i c h a r d Greene ' s M u s e u m , Lichf ie ld-J . W . W h i s t o n , 
F.S.A. 

R e c e n t excava t ions a t Wal l - A . A . R o u n d , F.S.A. 
O c t . 17 (T) F a r m Buildings in south-wes t Staffordshire - D r . J . E . C . P e t e r s . 
N o v . 7 (L) T h e M a k i n g of the A n g l o - S a x o n L a n d s c a p e - Prof. P . H . Sawyer . 
N o v . 2 8 (T) T h e W o r k of the Black C o u n t r y M u s e u m - R . S. G . T raves . 
D e c . 5 (L) T h e P l ace -names of Staffordshire - D r . M a r g a r e t Gelling. 
D e c . 19 (T) M a s o n s ' M a r k s - R . W y a t t . 

R e c e n t E x c a v a t i o n s in T a m w o r t h — Peter Field. 
L o w e r Boo the c ruck- f ramed m o a t e d fa rm-house — R. A . M e e s o n , F.S.A. 

1976 
J a n . 2 In the Gui ldhal l , Lichfield. 

S o m e A s p e c t s of the Hi s to ry a n d A r c h a e o l o g y of the Medieval Irish C h u r c h -
A l a n H a r p e r . 

J a n . 30 (T) Civic Evening . 
S o m e La rge r H o u s e s in W a r w i c k s h i r e - J. E . Pilgrim. 

F e b . 6 (L) Excava t ions a t Dee rhu r s t , G los . — Philip R a h t z , F.S.A. 
F e b . 13 (T) Trave l Evening . 

C re t e — D r . R o g e r Pickford. 
M o s c o w and Len ing rad — M . M . Hal let t , C.B.E., F.S.A. 

F e b . 20 (T) E x c a v a t i o n s a t G louces te r - Miss C . M . H e i g h w a y . 
M a r . 5 (L) E x c a v a t i o n s at W o o t t o n W a w e n - M r s . H e a t h e r Barnie . 
M a r . 12 Travel Evening in A r t s Cen t r e , Lichfield. 

T h e Isle of Skye - R . F . D o d d . 
Eas t e rn T u r k e y - Miss J a n e I s a a c . 

(L) Lichfield Public Library (T) Tamworth Castle 
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EXCAVATIONS 

W A L L 

W o r k con t inued t h r o u g h o u t the yea r o n the R o m a n b a t h - h o u s e and 'villa ' sites, on behalf of 
t he D e p t . of t he E n v i r o n m e n t , u n d e r the direct ion of A . A . R o u n d , F.S.A. 

N O T E 

O u r Pres ident , A . A . R o u n d , represen t s the Society on the Counc i l for British A r c h a e o l o g y , 
(C .B.A. ) , Reg iona l G r o u p 8 (Hereford a n d Worces te r sh i re , Sa lop , Staffordshire, W arw i ck s h i r e 
a n d W e s t Mid lands ) a n d h a s been appo in ted to the Execut ive C o m m i t t e e of the C .B .A. 

H e is a lso a m e m b e r of the W e s t Mid l ands R e s c u e A r c h a e o l o g y C o m m i t t e e ( W E M R A C ) , 
t he T r e n t Valley R e s e a r c h G r o u p , and the commi t t ee of B i rmingham a n d W a r w i c k s h i r e 
Archaeo log ica l Society . 
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