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WEST BROMWICH MANOR-HOUSE

S. R. JONES, ES.A.

/ INTRODUCTION

THE M WUSE (N.G.R. SPOO594§), known in the 18th century as West Bromwich
Hall and earlicr giimply as Bromwich Hali, was purchased, together with its lands, by West
Bromwich Cor in 1950. The original purpose in acquiring the property was the creation
of a small park }me land on which the buildings stood rather than a comprehensive
restoration of the then fted manor-house. Reports by Council officials in connexion with
A isdicated the existence of an early framed structure concealed with-
in the complex and at thi itgvas contemplated that the framework of the hall might be
cogtentnous period, in which the demolition of the manor-

estoratlon commenced in 1957 and was completed in
1960 (pl. I, II}. In 1952 the Coun tthe advice of Mr. W. Maurice Jones, architect, of
Worcester concerning the p0551b1l1t ration and preservation of the hall. His report,
presented a year later after nsultatl ith the Pilgrim Trust and the Society for the
Preservation of Ancient Build id emphasis extent of the medieval buildings and the
s outlining a ufe for the premises when restored. The report at
least publicized the importan anor-houdg, tional context and, in its preparation,
had drawn the attention of arch istorians to arkable features. As a consequence
the National Buildings Record carr hotograp ey of the house in 1953, mostly of
external elevations, and it was this evi logether wi 101'1 taken by the Counci in

1956 not to proceed with restoration, th ded the wii to a fuller record of the
house. Measuring was started the same y 10nal phot taken, the object being

to collect information towards an archltectural of the ma use for V.C.H. Staffs.
When later that year the Council reversed its earli ion and agre restor tion the writer
was able to offer his services to the architect-in-chalge Mr. James A. Roberts Of Byrmingham
One immediate benefit deriving from the writer’s survey notes was their use stitution of
the annexe off the west end of the north wing. This had been taken down by 0 tor as a
potentially dangerous structure and its historical importance not the o ized
understandably, since its counterpart off the south wing had been largely erased in

alterations and the likenesses of each wing thereby lost. 0

1. Mary Willett, 4 History of West Bromwich (1882). The majority of references to the manorial history and th
the descent of the manor derive, however, from the published account in V.C.H. Staffs. vol. xvii. For t
opportunity to consult this material in advance of publication. I am deeply indebted to Mr. Michael Greenslade,
Editor of V.C.f1. Stqffs. and the General Editor, Professor R. B. Pugh of the Institute of Historical Research.
University of London.

2. It would be no exaggeration to claim that but tor the introduction of Mr. Raberts to this project and his sustained
efforts at all subsequent stages of the restoration. the manor house may not have been preserved in such an
intelligible form or, in the writer’s opinion, retained at all. Support for the proposal to restore the manor-house
was prominently given by Alderman G. C. W. Jones of West Bromwich together with Alderman F. Leeson
throughout the period when the fate of the building was uncertain. The Town Clerk, Mr, J. M. Day and the
Deputy Town Clerk. Mr. E. Thomas were similarly enthusiastic in their concern for the retention of the manor-
house and with offers of help.
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TWO WALSALL CHARTERS

I - THE CHARTER OF WILLIAM RUFFUS
TO THE BURGESSES OF WALSALL

/Q‘[ KEITH F. BROWN

PRESER THE STRONG-ROOM of the Council House, Walsall, is a charter of
William Ruffu of the manor of Walsall, to his burgesses (Appendix A)' On parchment,
275 mm x 265 . ocument is well preserved apart from a little staining, and a tear in the
middle of the bott ppobably where the seal was once attached. With the seal, a small
piece of the document so removed, bearing the name of one of the witnesses.

The charter was the fi ratjon of the respective rights of the lord of the manor and his
burgesses, and the first gra ileges from the lord to the townsmen, although, as with any

such grant this may have beerfa fi (Pratification of existing informal practice, rather than a
fresh development in cor}porate 1 is grant, with the charter of Roger de Morteyn and
Thomas Ruffus of 1309, laid the foufidati of Walsail’s burgess tenure and corporate status.
Apart from the grant by Henry IV of fize from toll throughout the realm, in 1399,4 these
two charters were the only e es of cOrpora us held by the burgesses of Walsall until
the 17th-century charters s 1 and Cha
dispute with the lord of th n$Sir Richa ham about burgage tenure as late as

1610.°  The charter of Willia is undated, has previously been dated as c. 1197,
this being the approximate date %ﬂj‘] Ruffusiggfuglession to the manor of Walsall.

However, as the charter could have b anted at a uring William’s life, it could
correctly be dated as late as 1226 or 124 ographic ¢ c®is of dubious value in a time
span of this restriction, and must be trea tion, if onlyfbeduse outdated hands and
forms of letters could easily be perpetuated ervative scribe Ifng after the time when
they are thought to have passed out of use. It a&gniﬁcant, ho y that the forms of ‘b’
and ‘W’ used in the charter are of 13th-century ch ter rather than 12th. E ation of the
witness list of the charter takes us little further, as those names which occullfr tly in other
dated documents, such as John de Parles and William de Darlaston, were wn from
father to son, and consequently occur over a wide time span: Robert de Essingtoyf fgfexample,
may be found over the period 1199 to 1278, although most of the references are bilw 20

1. Walsall Corporation Town Chest, L1. VS
2. The seal has evidently been missing for some time: a photograph taken e. 1890 shows the charter to
same condition then (Birmingham Reference Library, Benjamin Stone collection, 13354). The author of f
century copy of the charter was unable to transcribe the name of the mutilated witness (Walsall Town Ches
1.237). R. Sims, Calendar of Deeds and Documents of the Corporation of Walsall (W alsall, 1882), no. I gives th
witness as Simon de Hetone, and this interpretation has been used in this paper.
See also, E. J. Homeshaw, The Corporation of the Foreign and Borough of Waisall (Walsall, 1960), plate
facing p. 12.

. Walsall Town Chest, 1.9. The 1309 charter is the subject of the second part of this paper.

. Ibid. 1.27.

. Ibid, 1.208 and I1.75.

. Ibid. 1.163 et seq.

. See, for example, F. W. Willmore, 4 History of Walsall (Walsall and London, 1887), p. 159, It is not clear
whether William Ruffus died in 1226, and was succeeded by a second William Rufus, who died in 1247,
Willmore, p. 56, assumes two lords of the manor called William Rufus, although the evidence is far from
conclusive. The charter could, in any case, be a grant from the second William Rufus, if indeed there were two.

~1 &n Lh e Ly



66 TWO WALSALL CHARTERS

and 1240." Documents where two of the witnesses to the charter occur again together are,
however, infrequent: John de Parles was a witness to a charter of Robert de Grendon, ¢. 1236,

de Essington was a witness to the charter of Roger de Bentley to William Ruffus, c. 1215

4, and he and Robert de Grendon were collectors in Staffordshire of scutage for the

of the king’s sister in 1235."" While this evidence is in no way conclusive, it tends to

sup ate for the charter in the early 13th century rather than 1197, and further point is
give y by the charter’s reference to Sir Robert de Grendon, as he probably received
his kni 26 7. The name of Nicholas de Aldndge is more distinctive than most of
the other : and the earliest reference to it is in 1244, Thus, the charter could be dated

as late as the and is most likely to have been granted between 1230 and 1247.
The clauses cb ' in the charter are quite straightforward and require little explanation.
Tallage was a feud4l le golished as a royal tax in the reign of Henry 11 and was frequently
used by King John: itd on the king’s estates and boroughs, and was last paid in 1312,
being superseded by parliagn€atiry grants of taxes. Tallage could also be imposed by a lord of a
manoer on his tenants, and r, by limiting tallage to occasions when royal tallage was
taken, removed the arbitrary o alsall’s lord to exact tallage at any time.
Common of pasture for burge frequently incorporated in medieval charters, with the
valuable right to sell pannage reserved’to ord of the manor. The value of this clause must be

reduced, though, by the provision allow1 g ham Ruffus and his heirs ‘to approve ourselves of

all our lands’, that is, to en any <o is own use, a practice regulated by the
Statute of Merton of 123

The right of pre-emption d of burgages th is, to see any burgage offered for sale
and buy it at a preferential p $ an unusua 1on, known outside Walsall only at
Whitby, but there the lord still h he full pur ce, and at Northampton, Norwich
and Exeter."

The limitation of amercements for b of the as ead and ale was of some
importance, fines in some other boroughs 2 or more fo offence As breaches of

virtually constituted a
#@ns on their size were
ividual or brewers

payment for the right to brew ale or bake brea ale, and lim

the assize were very common in any borough, @i for the 0 n
consequently very valuable.” In boroughs where imit existed, t

often accumulated fines totalling several shlllmgs ® The annual rent of 12dfffo rgage is the
most common amount found in medieval borough charters, and paid in t Joroughs in
England.'” Perhaps the omissions of the charter are more important than the g hich are

included: the burgesses were not granted any powers to elect their own officials, hdld ll‘ own
markets or courts, and there is no expression of corporate identity in the chartér,
merchant or corporation. Certain of these defects were remedied by the second charte

8. Staffordshire Historical Collections (5.H.C.), passim. @

9. Ibid. xvii (1896), p. 254,

10. R. Gillespie, Walsall Records (Walsall, 1914), p. 23,

11. S.H.C. 1910, p. 296.

12, 8. Shaw, History and Antiguities of Staffordshire, 11 (1801), p. 34.

13. S.H.C. iv (1883), p. 10]. I am indebted to Mr. J. Gould for this reference.

14, A. Ballard, British Borough Charters, 1042-1216 (Cambridge, 1913). p. 69, and M. Hemmeon, Burgage Tenure
in Medieval England (Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A. 1914), pp. 54-5.

15, Ballard, op. cit. pp. 157-9; A. Ballard and J. Tait, British Borough Charters, 1216-1307 (Cambridge, 1923), pp.
221-4.

16. For example, Dunster, Somerset, like Walsall a seigniorial borough: see court rolls in Somerset Record Office,
DD/Box 9.

17. Ballard, op. cit. pp. 46-50: Ballard and Tail, op. cit. pp. 53-60.
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CRUCK-FRAMED BUILDINGS AT SEISDON AND ARMITAGE
IN STAFFORDSHIRE

/ R. A. MEESON, FSA.
\é

THE A AR ARCHITECTURE GROUP (V.A.G.) has published a list of cruck-
framed buildifigsgmEngland and Wales' which included (1973) 41 grid references of crucks then
known in Staff Seven others have since been identified in the county2 and it seems likely
that more awai ﬁr . A number of these buildings have already been published in the
Transactions of this ﬁ» and a limited amount of information is available on the subject
from various sources Dets e V.A.G. publication. This short paper was intended to add to

N

the information available n\grucyfframed buildings in the county by describing two of them.
But at Armitage in particu T qugstions are raised than are answered. The problems of
interpretation and dating will be yn a county where relatively little detailed research is yet
published. Consequently a numberdt j s are raised which need further investigation and may
be of wider significance.

The two buildings discuss ere a adow Cottage, Seisdon (NGR SO 843948}, not
previously published, and Hodd Line Farm, Arpftag GR SK 082153), published already by
P. R. Sheppau'd,4 and 8. R{Jorks,” but now sulfject toVre-appraisal in the light of new evidence

due to the deteriorating sta building.
Seisdon is five miles south-w verhamptt@ w Cottage is near the south-east

0

corner of the village, east of Smest . The origingfstryeture comprised a two-bay hall,
and a third upper bay with a solar on tite figst-floor. One all has been demolished, so
that the open cruck-truss which once sp §

e cpntre of tile ow built into the brick
gable-end wall {fig. 1). Careful conservatfons owners has €xpfsed the impressive form of
this truss, which can still be foliowed to the a braces be ﬁoﬂar were carefully
shaped to produce a delicate ogee arch over the ¢ f the hall. almost etrical truss
(allowing for alterations) at the other end of the hall (fig. 3). needs little desggip The door at
C is an alteration; the right-hand door jamb is inserted and the chamfer is n&lonfergfar on the
tie-beam over the door which may not be original. 8. R. Jones has suggested t peg-holes
on the studs in this truss may have held a fixed bench. In this case truss C would Jfave Je

the upper end of the hall and the opposed entrances to the building would have been

end of the demolished hall-bay. There is no room on this site for a fourth bay at the lowe
the house. One door connected the upper end of the hall with the rooms beyond. Less is

1. N. W. Alcock, “A Catalogue of Cruck Buildings’ (The Vernacular Architecture Group, 1973). @

2. Details of these buildings have been supplied to the Vernacular Architecture Group. They are Tamworth;
Alrewas, Clifion Campviile, Lower Boothe, Stowe-by-Chartley, and twa at Biddulph.
3. P. R. Sheppard, ‘Cruck-trussed houses in Lichfield”, Trans. i for 1952 60. p. 14, ‘Cruck-trussed houses in the
Lichfield disteict’, Trans. il for 1961-62, p. 41.
V. F. Penn, ‘Lower Farm, Bloxwich (Staffs.). A cruck-truss house’, Trans. v for 1963-4 (1964). p. 69.
R. A. Mceson, ‘A four bay cruck-barn with outshot at Dosthill, Tamworth, Staffs.’, Trans. xiv for 1972-3
(1973), p. 45
Passing reference to Hood Lane Farm and 23-25 High Streel. Aldridge, Staffs. in: S. R. Jones, *Shelfield Lodge
Farm. Aldridge, Staffs. — An Altered hall-house of medieval date’, Trans. x for 1968-9 (1969). p 63.
4, Op. cit. note 3 above (Sheppard. Trans. iii).
3. 8. R. Jones, ‘Tir-y-Coed — A fifteenth-century farmhouse in the parish of Melverley. Salop’, Trans. Shropshire
Archaeological Society, 56 11 (1959), pp. 149-57.
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Fig. 2 Ground-floor plan and cross-sections, Seisdon.
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AN ANTLER ARTIFACT FROM HINKSFORD, STAFFORDSHIRE 87

3a, 3b). The nature of the cut suggests that the antler was freshly shed, and that the cutting
implement was metal. The final shape of the antler is that of a ‘digging stick’ type similar to the
picks recovered from Grime’s Graves, Norfolk.
hods of estimating the age of the artifact provide certain difficulties. The antler fragment
its wht have been diagnostic if Cervus elephas was extinct, but it still lives in localized areas
y
n

ne sample of plant debris obtained from the grey sandy clay above the gravel produced
a etle fragments and a quantity of hazel-nuts. The presence of Corylus in
associatibn specimen indicates a Flandrian (post-glacial) age as Coryfus did not become

widespreall i

The specimen

oland until the Boreal period (pollen zone V) approximately 6,800 years B.C.
ore post-dates 7,000 years B.C., but could be quite modern as Corplus is

still extant in the fMidlands.

Since radiocarbdn dgfifyy was the only methed of providing some age estimate, and because
this technique would ed in the destruction of the specimen, the second antler fragment
was submitted for analys s&g extracted by a weak acid treatment under reduced pressure
was dated at the Universit ingham Radiocarbon Laboratory and produced an age of
1,430+ 170 vears B.P. (¢. A.D.G00)/Bi th. 280). The date obtained does indicate an order of age
magnitude for the artifact which Wgest that it was used in the period during, or shortly
following the Roman occupation of@Britgs

Beetle fragments associated with the@m in which the antler was found indicate aquatic
conditions, with well aerated r. Othé®specieggmglicate the presence of near-by sandy and
gravelly patches and also rfloisjerdareas with or rich soil types. It is extremely probable
that both antler fragments t n into thelproto-Holbeche Brook after some accident (the

main haft fracture?) rendered @p]emem unsulor use.
AC%GEMEQ
I would like to express my thanks to the / idlands G SJ and to W. Press for

!
permission to examine the Round Oak-Swindon g&aline trench, a o to Professor F. W,
Shotton for providing the radiocarbon date o e antler and” for criti reading the
manuscript.

The Society is grateful to the author for his contribution towards the cost of pubk
diagrams.

1. K. P. Oakley, Man the Tool-Maker (1972}, p. 19 and fig. 8,
2, R. G. West, Pleistocene Geology and Biology (1968), p. 308.
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20 ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S CHURCH, BLORE RAY, STAFFORDSHIRE

made after the wall was built. No nails or other traces of coffins were observed. The stained
glass fragments have been seen by Mr. R. Marks, Assistant Keeper, Dept. of Medieval and
Antiquities, British Museum. He comments as follows:

e {jagments of stained glass are a little disappointing. Although some of them bear vitrifiable enamel painted lines,
th) pi have become opaque through devitrification, and it is impossible 1o make out much of their original design
colour. Several are of clear, or white glass, including two of the bits with enamel paint. One has thick

u arallel lines and this may represent hair on a head, or possibly a shaggy garment. The other one depicts a
black i ed base. No doubt a figure was set on this (see the easternmost chancel south window in the
church’ pieces bear grozed edges. There are slight traces of corrosion caused by weathering. The
evidence o g glass and antiquarian sources suggests that these fragments trom the nave floor arc probably
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Excursion in Lichfield. Chapter House; The Close; Vicars” Close; Close

fdefences; Prince Rupert’s Mound; The Market; Friary; St. John's Hospital

anon G. N. Strong); Cruck-house, Stowe Street; Stowe House (Counc.
. Wilson). Leader: J. Gould, FS.A.

ugsion to excavations at Catholme (S. Losco-Bradley); Walton Hall
Mrs. Digby Paul); Radbourne Hall (Major and Mrs. Chandos-Pole);

hurch. Leader: M. M., Hallett, CB.E., F.S.A.

tfvas represented, on the occasion of the visit of H.R.H. The
Princess @ , at the Civic Service in St. Editha’s Church, Tamworth to
commemor e Jestgration of the church tower and the bequest of the glass
in the Great We; P[] W,
Annual General ﬁ
Early planning of the b Tamworth — R. A. Meeson,F.S.A.

Musical altarzglock fro hard Greene’s Museum, Lichfield—J. W. Whiston,

vahons at Waltl — 4. A. Rdund,F.8.A.

Farm Buil i th-west ire — Dr. J. E. C. Peters.
The Making ¢ -Saxon La
The Work of the ntry Musell

pe — Prof. P. H. Sawyer.
R._S. G. Traves.
The Place-names of shire — Dr. Mazfargg Gelling.
Masons’ Marks — R. W 0
Recent Excavations in Peter Field /
Lower Boothe cruck-framed rm-house yeeson,F.s.A.

In the Guildhall, Lichfield.
Some Aspects of the History and Archaeology of the Medie ﬁ hurch —-
Alan Harper.

Civic Evening,
Some Larger Houses in Warwickshire —J. E. Pilgrim. O *
Excavations at Deerhurst, Glos. — Philip Rahtz, F.5.A. /

Travel Evening. @
Crete — Dr. Roger Pickford. ‘

Moscow and Leningrad — M. M. Hallett, C.B.E,FS.A. 0
Excavations at Gloucester — Miss C. M. Heighway.

Excavations at Wootton Wawen — Mrs. Heather Barnie.

Travel Evening in Arts Centre, Lichfield.

The Isle of Skye — R. F. Dodd.

Eastern Turkey — Miss Jane Isaac.

(L)Y Lichfield Public Library (T} Tamworth Castle



EXCAVATIONS

kogmntinued throughout the vear on the Roman bath-house and ‘villa® sites, on behalf of
pLof the Environment, under the direction of A. A, Round,F.S.A.

NOTE

Our Preside AA. Round, represents the Society on the Council for British Archaeology,

(C.B.A.), Regic @ iroup & (Hereford and Worcestershire, Salop, Staffordshire, Warwickshire

and West Midl€s)fimd has been appointed to the Executive Committee of the C.B.A.
He is also a mé b West Midlands Rescue Archaeology Committee (WEMRACQC),

the Trent Valley Re roup, and the committee of Birmingham and Warwickshire
Archaeological Society.
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