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1 

EXCAVATION OF TWO ROUND BARROWS AT LOW FARM 
AND LOW BENT, FAWFIELDHEAD, LONGNOR, 

STAFFORDSHIRE 

DAVID WILSON A N D FAITH CLEVERDON 

SUMMARY 
The barrows belong to a widely spaced linear group of four. At Low Farm a turf-built 

mound (2270bc ± 180) covered a single primary cremation. There were indications of possible 
secondary burials. Modern disturbance made total excavation impossible. 

Excavations by Thomas Bateman in 1848 damaged the centre of the mound at Low Bent 
where a large pit underlay the nineteenth century disturbance; it was presumed to have once 
held a primary inhumation. Bateman's wording suggests that the pit contained more than one 
burial, including the cremated remains found amongst his backfill. Charcoal from the mound 
gave a date ofl680bc ± 100. A secondary cremation (1830bc ± 110) was found in the body of 
the mound. Partly overlain by the mound was a feature whose overall dimensions were 5.08m 
by 3.6m, consisting of a subrectangular area enclosed by a shallow trench; there was no 
evidence to suggest its function. 

INTRODUCTION 
In the Peak District the word low is commonly used to describe a burial mound, and Low 

Farm SK09006283 and Low Bent SK09206228 are numbers three and four of a group of 
barrows to be found in the parish of Fawfieldhead, near Longnor, Staffordshire (fig. 1). In 
Gunstone's Gazetteer (1965), Low Farm was described as 'not a barrow' and Low Bent as 
'unlocated'. All four appear to be described by Bateman (1861), if Low Farm is included as 
part of a group of three named Booth Low. Bateman's wording is ambiguous and it is 
uncertain which of his three Booth Low barrows he would have identified with Low Farm. 
Low Bent is as he described it 'on low ground, about half a mile from the last' and its identity 
is confirmed by the present name 'the Bent' for the field in which it is situated. 

The Booth Low barrows are on a spur of land bounded to the east by the River Manifold 
and the south-west by the Blake Brook. Low Bent is on the lower slopes to the south of the 
others. The underlying rock is millstone grit which together with the high rainfall of the area 
accounts for the acid soil and consequently the non-survival of uncremated bone. 

Antiquarian excavations will be considered during the discussion of recent work. The 
earlier finds from Low Bent form part of the Bateman Collection (J93-415 and 416) held by 
Sheffield City Museum (Howarth 1899) and it is intended to deposit records and finds for 
both sites there. That archive includes a detailed local plan giving the location of the sites. 

Excavation was undertaken as both sites were already damaged and further destruction 
seemed imminent. At Low Farm the presence of trees, a farm driveway, a kiln, and a building 
dictated the approach, the site being effectively divided into two. The limited time available 
prevented total excavation of the barrow, but some two-thirds were excavated to the old 
ground surface, and the remaining third to the top of the undisturbed barrow material. At 
Low Bent the quadrant method was used, and the barrow was totally excavated. 
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18 EXCAVATION OF TWO ROUND BARROWS 

piece broke at the drilling stage of manufacture and was perhaps kept because of jet's static 
electrical properties. Alternatively it may have been broken from a finished necklace and 
kept as a token. Individual biconical beads from necklaces have been found occasionally in 
Peak District barrows (Collis 1983, 67). For whatever reason this piece was prized, it would 
not have survived the conflagration of the funeral pyre and would have been placed with the 
burial after cremation. 

The raw material has not been identified by analytical techniques such as XRF, the most 
satisfactory way of distinguishing between jet and substances such as cannel coat and lignite 
(Pollard, Bussell and Baird 1981, 139). Nonetheless, if it did form part of a necklace spacer 
plate, then it is most likely to have been made in north-east Yorkshire (Clarke et al. 1985, 
205) in the first half of the second millenium be by a skilled craftsman for an elitist market. 

ANTLER TOOL (fig. 6, no. 23) Pauline Beswick 
This object is charred and presumably formed part of the cremation deposit found by 

Thomas Bateman with five calcined flints 'on a level with the natural soil' and surrounded by 
an irregular circle of sandstones. It has been sliced from the surface of an antler beam and 
measures 60mm by 28mm by about 12mm thick. The compact tissue on the outer surface is 
slightly concave and ridged and the inner surface bears patches of spongy core. The broader 
end is rounded and the extreme tip is worn smooth, suggesting its use as a tool. In view of the 
associated flints and the widely accepted assumption that antler tools were used in all stages 
of flint working, it may possibly have been used as a tool in a process such as pressure flaking. 

POTTERY Pauline Beswick 
Twenty sherds representing a minimum of six or seven vessels were recovered. They are 

remarkable for their variety and range in date from the early second millenium to the mid first 
millenium be. None are larger than 6cms, the majority being under 3cms, and all are to some 
degree weathered and abraded. No complete profiles are reconstructable. Identification on 
the basis of form has been possible in only a few cases, and context and fabric have been used 
to postulate identifications for others. 
CONTEXTS 

No sherds were sealed in pre-burial contexts and none were found in the area enclosed by 
the rectangular trench. Three small sherds possibly of Collared Urn came from the primary 
burial pit, both from the lower and upper fill and from the cut. A further sherd of the same 
fabric came from Bateman's excavation backfill, together with a small decorated body sherd 
possibly of Late Neolithic date (fig. 9, no. 5). Another likely Collared Urn sherd came from 
the lower body of the mound, as well as a decorated body sherd of Late Neolithic Grooved 
Ware (fig. 9, no. 1). A sixth sherd, similar to the Collared Urn sherds described above, came 
from the secondary cremation. 

A distinctive rim sherd (fig. 9, no. 2), probably of Early Iron Age date, was found in the 
subsoil and two body sherds of similar fabric came from the topsoil. Undiagnostic prehistoric 
sherds include a simple everted rim (fig. 9, no. 4), a plain body sherd from the plough silt 
layer, and a possible piece of pot or daub from the topsoil. Also in the topsoil and plough silt 
layers were three pieces of untempered clay fired at sufficiently high temperatures for the 
sand particles to have vitrified. The pieces had been shaped but are too fragmentary to 
determine their original form or function. 
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EXCAVATION OF TWO ROUND BARROWS 19 

Fig. 9 Low Farm and Low Bent: pottery and stone 
(scale Vi actual size) 

FORMS AND FABRICS 

Late Neolithic 

The large, thick body sherd from the lower mound material (fig. 9, no. 1) is undoubtedly 
Late Neolithic Grooved Ware because of the style of decoration. Finger tip grooving has been 
used on one surface to produce angled parallel grooves as part of a geometric motif. This is 
likely to be the exterior surface, as Grooved Ware is not usually decorated in this fashion 
internally. The raised boss-like effect on the other side is unusual but this surface is weathered 
and incomplete and it may be the remains of some form of internal moulding or rim bevel, 
features common to several styles of Grooved Ware (Wainwright and Longworth 1971, 
236-48). The fabric is relatively hard, the exterior blackened and the tempering includes grog, 
an additive consistently found in Grooved Ware (Wainwright and Longworth 1971, 55). 

A small sherd from Bateman's backfill (fig. 9, no. 5) is of a similar fabric but too thin to be 
from the same vessel. It bears traces of finger nail and 'finger nail pushed sideways' 
decoration, forms of rustication used in some styles of Grooved Ware, for example the 
Clacton style (Longworth et al. 1971, 99), but also present in other Late Neolithic pottery 
such as Peterborough Ware and Beaker domestic coarse wares. 

Bronze Age 

None of the six small sherds of possible Collared Urn gives any indication of shape. None 
are decorated and all are from a small vessel, their thicknesses ranging from 7 to 8mm. All are 
in a friable, oxidised, sandy fabric with quartz grits added, characteristic of the fabric of 
Collared Urns in northern and western Britain (Longworth 1984, 4). All could be from the 
same vessel. 
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27 

STONES AND CONCRETE ANTEFIX FROM WALL 
(STAFFORDSHIRE) 

FRANK BALL AND NANCY BALL 

This paper includes three short reports on finds at Wall (Letocetum) in Staffordshire. The 
first deals with carved stones, the second with an architectural stone, and the third with a 
concrete antefix. 

Thanks are due to Mr. J. Brown, Honorary Secretary of the Archaeology and Heritage 
Group of the Royal Photographic Society, for permission to publish the photographs of the 
two carved stones in situ. Acknowledgement is also made to Dr. T. F. C. Blagg of the 
University of Kent for assistance with the second and third reports. Mrs. P. Goodwin helped 
in excavating. 

CARVED STONES FROM WALL Grid reference SK098066 
In 1984 two carved stones discussed as Stones 1 and 2 by Dr. Anne Ross in the 11th Wall 

Report (TSSAHS xxi. 4-5) were re-discovered at the site. They have been examined and 
photographed, and are to be housed once more in the museum at Wall. Both are of similar 
sandstone to the other carved stones found in close proximity. The details obtained from the 
photograph of Stone 1 in the Report (TSSAHS xxi. 8, fig. 1) appear to be substantially 
correct. The modern photograph is reproduced here as fig. 1. The cross on Stone 2 (fig. 2) 
is certainly a 'Latin' cross, referred to as being Christian by W. F. Blay (Blay, 24). Although the 
stone was originally rendered with plaster, the 'Latin' cross appears to have been incised after 
the plaster had disintegrated and fallen away. 

Fig. 1 Carved heads with Celtic heads 
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SAINT EDITH OF POLESWORTH AND TAMWORTH 
JIM G O U L D , F . S . A . 

Saint Edith of Polesworth and Tamworth is a shadowy figure about whom there are several 
different legends. Hagiographers have not recorded her life, but the saint need not be 
dismissed as hopelessly obscure. 

The Old English list of saints' resting-places refers to St. Edith and gives her resting-place 
as Polesworth by the river Anker. 1 The entry is in that part of the list which refers to 
Northumbrian and Midland saints of the pre-Viking era, so giving some support for those 
legends that identify St. Edith as a royal abbess of the mid-ninth century. The legends vary 
in their identification, Goscelin, writing about 1080 concerning St. Edith of Wilton, referred 
incidentally to St. Edith of Polesworth and Tamworth as the sister of the West Saxon king, 
Edgar (959-75).2 John of Tynemouth in his Sanctilogium Angliae, also in an entry 
concerning St. Edith of Wilton, copied Goscelin's identification.3 No other medieval 
chronicler did so. The identification is not very satisfactory for it would make St. Edith of 
Polesworth too late to justify the position she holds in the Old English list; moreover Edgar 
is not known to have had a sister of that name. 

Elsewhere in his Sanctilogium Angliae, under the entry for St. Modwen, 4 and also in his 
Historia Aurea5 John of Tynemouth gives a very different identification. There St. Edith is 
referred to as the sister of the West Saxon king, Aethelwulf (839-58). That king, he wrote, 
founded Polesworth abbey after St. Modwen had cured his son of an obscure illness. The 
king's sister, St. Edith, was then placed under St. Modwen for training before taking over as 
abbess of Polesworth. St. Modwen is closely connected with Burton-upon-Trent which is but 
twelve miles from Polesworth. John's account of St. Modwen is based on a life written by 
Geoffrey, abbot of Burton (1114-51). Unfortunately that life is based on material confused 
by the earlier efforts of the Irishman, Conchubran, who sought to identify the Burton St. 
Modwen with the Irish St. Monenna, assimilating the works of the former for the glorification 
of the latter. It is difficult to see Conchubran inventing the relationship between St. Modwen 
and St. Edith, though his imagination did run to astonishing lengths. At Burton, St. 
Modwen's tradition must have been strong, and at nearby Polesworth details of St. Edith 
must have been cherished. When Abbot Geoffrey sought to rationalize the excesses of 
Conchubran, he must have been fully aware of both the Burton and Polesworth traditions. 
Geoffrey's story was repeated by Ranulph Higden in his Polychronicon.elt also appears in the 
Liber Monasterii de Hyda.7 To see St. Edith as the sister of king Aethelwulf is in keeping with 
the Old English list and also with the medieval Tamworth Mass for St. Edith. 8 

1. Cambridge, Corpus Christi College 201, pp. 149-51; London, British Library, Stowe MS. 944, ff. 34v.-39r; 
D. W. Rollason, 'Lists of Saints' Resting-Places in Anglo-Saxon England", Anglo-Saxon England 7 (1978), 
61-91. I am indebted to both Dr. Rollason and Dr. Keynes for helpful comments when writing this paper. 

2. Andre Wilmart, 'La Legende de Ste Edith en Pros et Vers par le Moine Goscelin', Analecta Bollandiana 56 
(1938), 15. 

3. Nova Legenda Anglie, ed. Carl Horstman (Oxford, 1901), 311. 
4. Ibid. 207. 
5. Oxford, Bodleian Library MS. 240, p. 302. 
6. Polychronicon, Ranulphi Higden, Monachi Cestrensis, ed. C. Babbington, Rolls Series (London, 1876), 318-19. 
7. Liber Monasterii de Hyda, ed. E. Edwards, Rolls Series (London, 1866), 26. 
8. Oxford, Trinity College MS. 8, f. 288v. 
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36 SAINT EDITH OF POLESWORTH AND TAMWORTH 

A third identification is that of Roger of Wendover who named St. Edith as that sister of 
king Athelstan (924-39) who married the viking, Sihtric, at Tamworth in 926. 9 Roger presents 
her as being cast off by her pagan husband who died soon afterwards. St. Edith, he claimed, 
had preserved her chastity and retired to Polesworth, ending her life strong in good works. 
The story was repeated by Matthew Par is . 1 0 The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle which records the 
marriage at Tamworth in 926 does not give the name of Sihtric's bride, nor does it state what 
became of her when she was widowed. One of Athelstan's sisters was indeed called Edith but 
she is well attested as living on the continent following her marriage to the emperor O t to . 1 1 

In any case she lived too late to be the St. Edith of the Old English list. A nunnery at 
Tamworth under this supposed Edith — and a variety of others — has been postulated by 
various writers since the sixteenth century, 1 2 but not a shred of evidence has been produced. 
Wulfric Spott's will is sometimes cited as such evidence for it mentions a community (hirede) 
at Tamworth which held laenland at Longdon, 1 3 but the community referred to was surely 
that of the minster church. 

The choice of identification of St. Edith rests between that of Geoffrey of Burton 
(Aethelwulfs sister) and that of Goscelin (Edgar's sister). Only the former fits the Old 
English list. Could Goscelin have been misled? Edgar refounded decayed monasteries rather 
than founding new ones and his close Mercian connections are well-known. If an assumption 
is permissible, one might see a ninth-century nunnery in Polesworth being destroyed by the 
vikings, as seems likely from the account of the destruction around Tamworth about 940 
recorded in the so-called Second Set of Northern Annals . 1 4 This would allow Edgar to be the 
refounder of Aethelwulf's abbey and offer some explanation to account for Goscelin's 
possible confusion. Such refoundation would also explain how it was that the abbey still had 
lands to be confiscated by the Normans. 

If this assumption be accepted, the only remaining difficulty is in seeing a ninth-century 
king of Wessex as founder of an abbey in Mercia, yet all three identifications make St. Edith 
a member of the West Saxon royal family. At that time Wessex and Mercia were drawing 
closer together, perhaps because nothing unites people so much as the threat of a common 
enemy, in this case, the vikings. The Mercian king, Wiglaf (825-40) had been restored to his 
throne almost immediately after his defeat by Egbert, the father of Aethelwulf. This must 
have been with Egbert's consent. Both Egbert and Wiglaf issued coins minted by the same 
moneyer, Redmuh,15 though as Stenton has shown, Mercia had not yet become subject to 
Wessex. 1 6 According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Aethelwulf, when appealed to in 853, 
immediately helped king Burgred of Mercia against the Welsh, and soon afterwards gave his 
daughter to Burgred in marriage. Asser elaborated on these events slightly, and stated that 

9. Roger of Wendover's 'Flores Historiarum', ed. Dorothy Whitelock, Eng. Hist. Documents I (London, 1955), 
257 (translation). 

10. Matthew Paris, Chronica Majora I, ed. H. R. Luard, Rolls Series (London, 1872), 336-47. 
11. R. L. Poole, 'The Alpine Son-in-Law of Edward the Elder', Studies in Chronology and Hist., ed. A. L. Poole 

(Oxford, 1934), 115-22. 
12. John Leland, De Rebus Britannicis Collectanea I, ed. T. Hearne (London, 1774), 51; T. Tanner, Notitia 

Monastica (London, 1774), 489; W. de Gray Birch, Fasti Monastici AeviSaxonici (London, 1872), 9, 64; Henry 
Wood, Borough by Prescription (Tamworth, 1958), 6. 

13. Anglo-Saxon Wills, ed. Dorothy Whitelock (Cambridge, 1930), no. 17. 
14. Extracts from 'Historia Regum' attributed to Simeon of Durham, ed. Dorothy Whitelock, Eng. Hist. Documents 

I (London, 1955), 253, no. 2. 
15. Stewart Lyon, 'Historical Problems of Anglo-Saxon Coinage, Ninth-century, Offa to Alfred', British 

Numismatic Journal 37 (1969), 226. 
16. F. M. Stenton, Anglo-Saxon England (2nd edition; Oxford, 1946), 232. 
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THE TOWN AND GUILD OF LICHFIELD 
IN THE LATE MIDDLE AGES 

A. G. ROSSER 

Granting licence for the foundation of a guild at Lichfield in November 1387, King Richard 
II declared a double motive: his devotion to God, and his receipt, from the seven petitioners 
for the charter, of a payment of £30. 1 It is evident that the beneficiaries of the grant valued 
this royal sanction highly. Yet their association appeared on the face of things an 
unremarkable affair. The charter confirmed, tout court, their right to convene annually and 
to fund a chaplain who would pray for members of the guild. The request for such 
authorization betrayed no more than a limited sociable interest and a certain bland piety. 

This indeed is the character in which guilds in the country at large presented themselves in 
what remains the single most valuable source for their collective study: the returns to the 
royal inquiry of 1389.2 That inquiry was generated in an atmosphere of official and public 
hostility to private organizations distinguished by the wearing of a common livery and bound 
by oath to potentially subversive ends. This attitude of suspicion, which had surely been 
intensified by the Peasants' Revolt of 1381, was expressed in the Commons' petition on the 
subject of the guilds addressed to the Cambridge parliament of 1388, which in turn produced 
the inquiry of the following year. 3 The findings of the survey, however, appeared to belie the 
alarmist fears which lay behind it. Ever and again the king's officers read the avowals, explicit 
or implicit in the returns, that the guilds were pious, poor, and apolitical. The guild of St. 
Christopher at Norwich may speak for all: 
'And this is their intent, to make no ordinance in prejudice nor letting of the common law, but only in worship of God 
and St. Christopher, and nourishing of love and charity.'4 

The account received in 1389 from the Lichfield fraternity, licenced two years before, was 
cast in the same characteristic vein. The guild's declared aims were 
'to maintain divine service and works of charity and to suppress vice and evil deeds . . . so that peace, tranquillity, 
concord and unity should be promoted in that town'.5 

The contemporary statutes of this guild amplify its peaceable manifesto. 6 On a simple 
1. Calendar of Patent Rolls, 1385-89,373, 380; ibid., 1391-96,118. The king had been present in Lichfield in August 

1386, for the enthronement of Bishop Scrope; perhaps the subject of the guild was raised on this occasion: 
H. Wharton, Anglia Sacra, 2 vols. (London, 1691), i. 450. (Bishop Burghill's enthronement at Lichfield in 
1398 was again honoured, unusually, by the king's presence: ibid. i. 451). Earlier comments on the Lichfield 
guild are to be found in the following: T. Harwood, The History and Antiquities of the Church and City of 
Lichfield (Gloucester, 1806), 398ff., 455-6; H. Thorpe, 'Lichfield: a study of its growth and function', Stafford­
shire Historical Collections (Staffs. Record Society), 1950-51, 139-211, at 171-2; P. Heath, 'Staffordshire towns 
and the Reformation', North Staffordshire Journal of Field Studies, xix (1979), 1-21, at 4-5; S. R. Bassett. 
'Medieval Lichfield: a topographical review', Trans. South Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society, 
xxii (1982), 93-121, at 114-16; and A. J. Kettle, 'City and close: Lichfield in the century before the Reformation', 
in C. M. Barron and C. Harper-Bill (eds.), The Church in Pre-Reformation Society (Woodbridge, 1985), 158-69, 
at 161. 

2. The surviving returns are housed in the Public Record Office in the class C47; they are summarized in an 
appendix in H. F. Westlake, The Parish Gilds of Mediaeval England (London, 1919). 

3. Calendar of Close Rolls, 1385-1389, 624. See also A. Tuck, 'The Cambridge parliament of 1388', English 
Historical Review, lxxxiv (1969), 225-43, at 237-8; Rotuli Parliamentorum, iii. 266a. 

4. PRO, C 47/45/295. 
5. PRO, C 47/45/395. 
6. A. G. Rosser (ed.), 'The guild of St. Mary and St. John the Baptist, Lichfield: ordinances of the late fourteenth 

century', SHC4th ser. xiii (forthcoming). 
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40 THE TOWN AND GUILD OF LICHFIELD 

reading they appear innocent enough (in their own terms, consonas et honestas) to soothe 
anxiety on the part of the monarch or the Commons in parliament as to the purpose of the 
guild. Yet the context of official suspicion should encourage a sceptical approach to such 
claims. Scrutiny reveals that, protestations notwithstanding, not all guilds confined their 
activities to the medieval equivalents of church fetes. Indeed, both in their religious and in 
their secular aspects, guilds demonstrated powers of self-determination on the part of 
medieval communities which have yet to be fully recognized. 

By the terms of the 1387 charter the Lichfield guild was bound to an explicit undertaking 
to eschew subversive assemblies. The single authority most particularly concerned about 
unlawful congregations in this case was the bishop of Lichfield himself, who, as sole lord of 
the town before the grant of a charter of incorporation to Lichfield in 1548, claimed within it 
a monopoly of government. Such circumstances made it politic for the Lichfield fraternity to 
avoid certain subjects when rendering an account of its activities, and in addition they 
supplied a motive for seeking the royal protection embodied in the charter of 1387. On the 
other hand, the choice of this particular period for the acquisition of a royal grant is explained 
by the political condition of England in the late fourteenth century. The royal 'foundation' of 
the Lichfield guild of St. Mary and St. John the Baptist in 1387 was in one sense a diplomatic 
fiction. Precursors of the guild can be traced at least a generation earlier. A guild of St. John 
the Baptist was active in 1353; 7 while a separate guild of the Virgin Mary existed at the same 
period. 8 King Richard's grant of 1387 effected not an original creation but the amalgamation 
of those two pre-existing societies. The merger provided a natural occasion for the guild 
leaders to seek royal licence; but an additional stimulus was provided by the growing 
governmental prejudice against such societies as theirs. The sense of an impending clash 
would have encouraged the guild of Lichfield to seek (despite the considerable expense) royal 
letters patent approving its constitution at this time. Of the seven named petitioners for the 
Lichfield licence of 1387, four held royal office in the county; a fact which reflects both the 
guild's need to channel its appeal to the crown through such powerful intermediaries and its 
ability to secure their advocacy. 9 

Throughout the period between the late fourteenth century and the suppression of the 
chantries in 1547, an important strength of the Lichfield guild lay in its sheer size. No fixed 
fee was charged for admission; new recruits, rich or poor, were expected to contribute 
according to their resources. Entrants' offerings ranged from a few pence to five pounds; in 
the early sixteenth century the normal sum was between 20d. and 3s. &d.10 Gifts in kind were 
acceptable; so in c. 1410 John Parchmentmaker was admitted in return for his donation of 
sufficient parchment to make a missal. 1 1 After this initial outlay, no further regular 

7. Lichfield Joint Record Office, D. 30/VC, B 11. 
8. LJRO, D. 77/1 (hereafter Reg.), 312-5 (the register is foliated to f. 15, and thereafter paginated pp. 16-518); 

and see 'The guild of St. Mary and St. John'. 
9. The petitioners are named in Cal. Pat. R. 1385-89, 373. Aylmer Taverner (otherwise Adomarus de Lichefeld) 

was escheator for Staffordshire, Shropshire, and the Marches in 1385 and 1394; sheriff of Staffordshire in 1386 
and 1393; MP for Staffordshire in 1386 and 1395; and a JP: SHC 1912, 280, 298; SHC 1917-18, 142-3. Simon de 
Lichfield was a JP in Staffordshire: SHC 1912, 312. David Brydd was coroner of Staffordshire in 1388; in the 
following year, however, he was removed because insufficiently qualified: Cal. Close R. 1381-85, 374, 587. 
Henry Broun was an assize justice in Staffordshire and Shropshire in 1385; Cal. Close R. 1381-85, 525. Broun 
was later to be master of the guild in 1397-98; Reg., 41 (for dating, see 'The guild of St. Mary and St. John'). 

10. Reg., passim. The offerings made by members on admission are for long periods unrecorded in the register. The 
volume covers the period 1387-c. 1547. For a brief description see 'The guild of St. Mary and St. John'. 

11. Reg., 51. 
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REEVE END COTTAGE, YOXALL: A MEDIEVAL AISLED 
TIMBER-FRAMED HOUSE 

M. HISLOP 

Reeve End Cottage stands towards the north end of Yoxall village (SK14101918) on a north-
south alignment, parallel with the main road. It now comprises a simple two-cell dwelling of 
one storey and attic, but incorporated into this structure are the remains of a medieval timber-
framed house of aisled construction. All the aisle posts have been removed and the outer 
walls replaced in brick, but both arcade plates survive together with the western aisle plate 
and the remnants of three roof trusses which define two bays of the medieval house. 

The southern bay is 3.82m. (12ft. 6in.) long and the northern bay 1.5m. (5ft.). The western 
aisle is 1.20m. (3ft. l l in.) . The eastern aisle is slightly narrower at 0.82m. (2ft. 8in.); its width, 
however, was almost certainly reduced when the eastern wall plate was removed and the wall 
rebuilt in brick, and it is probable that the aisles were originally of equal width. The main span 
has a width of 3.65m. (12ft.), and the original overall internal width was probably 6.10m. 
(20ft.). Both bays retain substantial curved wind braces. Those in the northern bay meet in 
the centre to form pointed arches. Empty mortises along the soffits of the arcade plates 
indicate the positions of former aisle posts and of the braces which extended between the 
posts and arcade plates. 

Truss A which forms the south gable end of the existing house is the most complete of the 
three surviving roof frames. It consists of principal rafters, halved and pegged at the apex and 
connected by a tie beam and collar, with a central vertical strut between the two horizontal 
members. The tie beam sits on the arcade plates, and the principals are mortised into the ends 
of the tie beam. There is no ridge piece but tenoned purlins supported the common rafters. 
Above collar level, the principals are reduced in width. The other two trusses appear to have 
been similar in construction. Their tie beams have been cut away flush with the principals, 
perhaps in the 19th century when the attic floor was inserted. Truss B was open above tie 
beam level, but wattle holes along the soffits of the collar and principals of truss C suggest that 
this was infilled to form a partition. Empty mortises in the north face of truss C were clearly 
for wind braces, an indication that the timber-framed building formerly extended further to 
the north. The western aisle plate provides corroborative evidence for this assumption, as it 
continues for 0.40m. (1ft. 4in.) beyond the north face of truss C. A photograph of circa 19001 

shows that the house also extended further to the south, but by that time the northern 
extension had been demolished. The surviving aisle plate provides some evidence for the 
nature of the medieval wall framing. The only framed wall posts were placed opposite the 
aisle posts; their positions are indicated by empty mortises. A row of stave holes along the 
soffit of the aisle plate show that the large infill panels were probably of wattle and daub. 

INTERPRETATION AND DISCUSSION 
Smoke blackening on the upper roof timbers suggests that the southern bay contained, or 

formed part of, a single-storey hall. This being so, it is difficult to imagine what function the 
very narrow northern bay can have served other than that of entrance passage, with opposed 
doorways in the north and south walls. In this case truss B would have been a spere truss. 
1. In the possession of Miss D. Showell, Pear Tree Farmhouse, Yoxall. 
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Fig. 1 Reeve End Cottage, Yoxall: ground plan and sections 
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SEAL-MATRIX AND COIN MOULD: TWO RECENT FINDS FROM 
LICHFIELD 

R. M. DE PEYER AND D. J. SYMONS 

In May 1985 the attention of staff at Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery was drawn to 
a number of finds made by a member of a local metal-detecting club surveying land 
undergoing redevelopment on the west side of Broad Lane, south-east of Lichfield town 
centre (SK 128088). Two of the finds from that site are reported here because of their 
particular interest. The authors would be grateful to hear from any readers who have specific 
additional information about the possible origins of either piece in the context of the area 
from which they came. The finds remain in private hands. 

A MEDIAEVAL SEAL-MATRIX 
This bronze or latten (zinc-bronze) matrix is preserved to a height of 24mm. It has a circular 

face 21mm. in diameter and a conical, hexagonal handle terminating in a broken knob. The 
knob is divided from the handle by a pair of plain mouldings. One piercing survives through 
the knob and there are signs of three others, suggesting that the knob was originally quatrefoil 
in shape. The piercings would have allowed the matrix to be suspended from a small chain or 
similar hanger. (Fig. 1). The form is classical for a mediaeval seal-matrix. The commonest 
shapes used for the face are circular or pointed oval (vesica). The circular version is generally 
given a polygonal, conical handle which terminates in a pierced knob for suspension. 
Commonly there are one, three, or four piercings.1 

Fig. 1 Seal-matrix 

1. A. B. Tonnochy, Catalogue of British Seal-dies in the British Museum, (London, 1952), xxii, xxiv; Medieval 
Catalogue, (London Museum Catalogues, no. 7, 1940; reprinted 1967), 294-5, fig. 90. 
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Engraved on the face of the matrix is a design representing a bird, probably intended to be 
an eagle, with its wings and legs heraldically spread and its head turned to its left (to its right 
on the seal impression). Running around the design and enclosed by inner and outer border 
lines is an inscription in Lombardic letters which seems to read 

This makes no recognizable sense but some of the letters are difficult to make out and they 
may have been wrongly transcribed. It is not uncommon, however, for matrices of this kind 
to have crude inscriptions which are sometimes indecipherable and sometimes plainly 
nonsense. 2 Fig. 2 represents an attempt to draw an impression taken from the matrix. 

Fig. 2 Impression from seal-matrix (enlarged drawing) 

2. Tonnochy, Cat. of British Seal-dies, xxx. 
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The matrix belongs to a well-known class of such objects. Its small face, simple design, and 
impersonal motto are typical of the matrices that came to be used by many of those in the 
lower ranks of society in mediaeval England. Before literacy became widespread the use of 
seals was almost the only way to authenticate documents and it is clear that, by the end of the 
thirteenth century, numbers of townsmen and more prosperous peasants had taken to using 
them. 3 It is difficult to assign a very precise date to this specimen. 4 The shapes taken by the 
matrices were conservative and remained in use for long periods of time. All that can safely 
be said is that examples with a conical handle and elaborately pierced knob seem to appear 
in the thirteenth century and continued to be made for a long period thereafter. 5 The style of 
lettering used is similarly of little help. Although general shifts from one script to another 
seem to have occurred there were clearly large periods of overlap when two scripts were in 
use at the same time. The best that we can say is that Lombardic lettering is typical of the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centuries. 6 On balance it seems safest to date the matrix here very 
broadly and to assign it to the later thirteenth or fourteenth century. Some support for this lies 
in the general comparisons that can be drawn with seals of that date in the collections of the 
British Museum. 7 

A COUNTERFEITER'S COIN MOULD 
Only the obverse half of this bronze mould has been detected. Its overall dimensions are 

8.5cm. long by 4cm. wide by 1cm. deep. The outside face is flat (although pitted with some 
uneveness) and the inside shows the negative impression of the halfpenny and penny of 
George IV's 1826 regal coinage. Four locating holes provide the means of linking this piece 
to the reverse, and half of two conical pouring holes show how the introduction of molten 
metal was made to the interior of each coin mould (fig. 3). Only one parallel piece has been 
discovered - a leaden example discovered in North Wales and used to counterfeit George III 
halfpennies.8 The surprising thing about the present piece is its very late date. 

It has long been appreciated that counterfeit copper coinage was very widely distributed 
during the late eighteenth century. In part this arose from commercial circumstances which 
made the dispersal of copper coinage from the Mint expensive and therefore tended to limit 
the availability of new copper coins to the London area only. At the same time there was 
probably a certain shortfall in the overall quantities minted. Contemporary estimates of the 
quantity of 'evasives' (privately produced coins with minor changes to the design of the regal 
coinage) and other counterfeits in circulation vary from about 66% (Boulton, 1789) to 98% 
(Pinkerton, 1789) with the Mint itself estimating 92% in 1787. 9 Certainly until the 'cartwheel' 
coinage minted by Boulton at his Soho factory from 1797 there was an urgent need for copper 
coins particularly among the working population. So much so that 'evasives', trade tokens, 
clipped regal coinage, counterfeits, and even blanks were gratefully accepted even in change 
and wage packets across Britain. 

3. Ibid. xii. 
4. Ibid, xliv-xlv, for a good summary of the problems involved in dating. 
5. Medieval Catalogue, 295. 
6. Tonnochy, Cat. of British Seal-dies, xxix-xxx. 
7. Ibid, plates XIII-XlV. 
8. J. S. Powell, 'The Birmingham Coiners, 1780-1816' (University of Sussex M.A. dissertation, 1977), 21; 

A. J. Wager, 'Birmingham and the Nation's Coinage, 1750-1820' (University of Birmingham B. A. dissertation, 
1977), plate II. 

9. Wager, dissertation, 12; J. Craig, The Mint, (Cambridge, 1953), 233. 
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BISHOP'S PALACE, LICHFIELD CATHEDRAL CLOSE: 
ITS CONSTRUCTION 1686-87 

NIGEL J. TRINGHAM 

Bishop's Palace in the north-east corner of Lichfield cathedral close was built three 
hundred years ago in 1686-7, replacing a medieval palace which was ruined during the Civil 
War sieges.1 In 1955 the palace was taken over by St. Chad's Cathedral School (later Lichfield 
Cathedral School), and the bishop moved to a house on the south side of the Close. 2 This 
article describes the stages in which the palace was built and is offered as a celebration of its 
tercentenary. 

A variety of historical sources provide information on the construction of the building. The 
most comprehensive is a manuscript dated 18 September 1689 and entitled 'An Account of 
Dr. Lancelot Addison Dean of Lichfield of what Money has been by him disbursed for Pulling 
down the Ruins of the old Pallace in the Close of Lichfield and for Building the new Pallace 
there ' . 3 The account gives the totals of payments made to particular workmen and for certain 
tasks. Many of the workmen's receipts, which itemise in detail how the totals were made up, 
also survive, along with correspondence relating to the building work. 4 During the period of 
construction Dean Addison was also in regular correspondence with William Sancroft, 
archbishop of Canterbury, who had overall responsibility for the completion of the work. The 
dean's letters survive and provide valuable comments on the progress of the work. 5 Several 
plans and an elevation drawn by the palace architect, Edward Pierce, exist and reveal changes 
in design; 6 two of the plans are reproduced as figs. 1 and 2. Finally, an early 19th-century view 
of the palace, although not contemporary with its construction, nevertheless shows what the 
palace looked like before the addition of two wings in the later 19th century; the view is 
reproduced as fig. 3. 

The elegant facade of the palace belies a genesis, soured by neglect, acrimony, and 
resentment. 7 For John Hacket, the first post-Restoration bishop, the repair of the ruined and 
desecrated cathedral took precedence over the rebuilding of the palace and he chose to 
occupy a canonical house on the south side of the Close, where no. 19 now stands. It may have 
been his original intention to turn to the palace in due course, but after spending money and 
effort on his new house he was so pleased with it that he wanted to have it secured 
permanently as the episcopal residence. His death in 1670 prevented that plan being put into 
effect. Hacket's successor was the dean of Lichfield, Thomas Wood. Relations between the 
two men had been exceptionally bad and in 1672 Wood, apparently moved at least in part by 
spite, decided to sue Hacket's son and executor, Sir Andrew Hacket, for compensation for 
the additional decay caused to the medieval palace by the decision not to restore it. The case 
was arbitrated and in 1684 Wood was ordered to pay £2,600 and Hacket £1,400 towards the 
cost of the rebuilding, as well as repairing the bishop's other residence at Eccleshall. Wood 

1. Trans. South Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society, xxv. 39; Staffordshire Record Office 547/1. 
2. Victoria County History of Staffordshire, iii. 197. 
3. Lichfield Joint Record Office, B/A/21, CC 123828. Hereafter it will be referred to as Addison, 'Account'. 
4. LJRO, D. 30/XXVI. Some of the receipts and letters are endorsed with a number in a sequence running, with 

some gaps, up to 190. Hereafter the collection will be referred to as Palace Building MSS. 
5. Bodleian Library, Oxford, MS. Tanner 131. 
6. Ibid. MS. Tanner 217, ff. 46-9, 53, 54, 56. 
7. For this para, see, unless otherwise stated, VCH Staffs, iii. 177. 
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Fig. 1 Design for Bishop's Palace, Lichfield (ground floor), annotated by the architect Edward Pierce 
(Bodle ian Library, Oxford, MS. 217, f. 48; reproduced with permission of the Librarian.) 

was suspended from office that year and the responsibility for building the new palace fell on 
Archbishop Sancroft, who delegated the task to the dean, Lancelot Addison. It was 
Sancroft, however, who chose the architect for the new work, Edward Pierce (or Pearce) 
of London. Pierce was best known as a sculptor, and was employed by Sir Christopher 
Wren in the reconstruction of several London churches after the Great Fire. He worked in 
both wood and stone. His association with Sancroft evidently came through his work at 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, with which Sancroft was closely connected. 8 

Pierce's designs for the new palace at Lichfield did not meet with universal approval. 
Rather than restore the medieval palace, he proposed to build anew on a site slightly to the 
west, in what had been a courtyard. One of the residentiary canons, Henry Greswold, made 
known his objections in a letter, possibly intended for Dean Addison. The letter accompanied 
another written in support by William Walmisley, a lawyer who resided in the Close and was 
later (in 1698) to become chancellor of the diocese. 9 Greswold wanted at least part of the 
surviving medieval fabric to be used in a reconstructed palace, with the necessary additions 
being made after the 'mode of the Age', by which he apparently meant in a medieval style. 

8. H. Colvin, Biographical Dictionary of British Architects 1600-1840 (1978), 635-7. 
9. Bodleian Library, MS. Tanner 131, ff. 170,185.1 hope in a future article to edit the text of the letters and discuss, 

in detail, Greswold's recommendations. 
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EXCAVATIONS AT OAKESWELL HALL, WEDNESBURY, 1983 

M. A. HODDER AND J. M. GLAZEBROOK 

INTRODUCTION 
Oakeswell Hall (NGR SO 99019507) stood on the south side of Walsall Street, 

Wednesbury (fig. 1). The building was demolished in 1961-2 and the site remained vacant; in 
1982 the construction of elderly persons' sheltered dwellings on it was proposed. 
Documentary evidence (see below) suggested the existence of a building on the site since the 
15th century, but despite ample documentation for medieval Wednesbury and for its late 
medieval and post-medieval pottery industry, there had been no previous excavations in the 
town, thus neither the details of the medieval settlement nor the quality of its archaeological 
deposits in general were known. Small-scale excavations were therefore undertaken on the 
Oakeswell Hall site by the Sandwell Valley Archaeological Project from September to 
November 1983, in advance of development. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
The developers of the site, the Spiral Housing Association, readily gave permission for 

excavation and have since donated the finds to Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council. The 
excavations were financed by the Manpower Services Commission and West Midlands 
County Council. Mr. M. Senior (Wednesbury Art Gallery and Museum) and Mrs. S. 
Whitehouse (West Midlands County Council) assisted with administration, and Mr. J. 
Malam and Miss J. Glew undertook documentary research on the history of the site. The 
excavations were directed by M. A. Hodder and the excavation staff were Gary Higgerson 
(site supervisor), Jon Day, Phil Hands, Mike Longmore, and Tony Shaw. Lesley Collett, Jill 

Fig. 1 Location of site 
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EXCAVATIONS AT OAKESWELL HALL 65 

Williams, Adrian Cottrell, and John Coniff prepared and drew figs. 1,2,3, and 10. The finds 
report and pottery drawings were prepared by J. M. Glazebrook with the assistance of Tracey 
Keeling, Melanie Dabbs, Angela Emms, and Catherine Perry, and the pottery drawings were 
arranged for publication by Adrian Cox. The finds and excavation archive have been 
deposited in Wednesbury Art Gallery and Museum (site code OH83). 
HISTORY OF THE SITE AND BUILDINGS (figs. 2, 3) 

J. F. Ede (1962,77-79) reviewed the documentary evidence for Oakeswell Hall. There was 
a house on the site by 1421, and adjoining land was known as New Hall Fields in 1423. The 
building was known as 'Oakeswell or Hopkins New Hall Place' in 1662, as 'Oakeswell Hall' 
in 1705, 'the ancient manor house called Oakeswell Hall' in 1834, and 'Wednesbury Old Hall' 
in 1846. In the later 19th century it was known as 'The Rookery' and underwent extensive 
renovations. Ede suggests that the names given to the building indicate that it was either the 
original manor house of Wednesbury or a secondary one; the other Wednesbury manor 
house was north of the church (see below). The Oakes Well itself was under the wall to the 
north of the buildings (Hackwood 1884, 95). 

Late 18th-century illustrations of Oakeswell Hall (Shaw 1798, pi. facing p. 88; Ede 1962, 
pi. facing p. 112) show a rectangular building with several tall spiral chimneys and an outshot 
on the east side. By the late 19th century the building had been covered with mock timber-
framing (Niven 1882, 22). A survey of the main building by the Royal Commission on 
Historical Monuments in 1960 (unpublished; NMR) suggested that the oldest part was the 
north-east, where the original building, of probably late 16th-century date, consisted of three 
rooms with two fireplaces against the back wall. An outshot to the south-east was added in 
the 17th century. The remainder of the building standing in 1960 was of 19th-century date. 

The development of the main building and its grounds since the mid 19th century can be 
traced from maps. The Board of Health Map of 1853 (copy in Wednesbury Reference 
Library) is the first to show the area in any detail. The main building is a rectangle with an 
outbuilding to its south. The gardens to the north and west are crossed by a network of paths 
at right angles to each other and aligned with the walls of the buildings, and the garden is 
bounded on the south by what appears to be a hedge with standard trees. A plan of the 
Oakeswell Estate in 1886 (Wednesbury Reference Library, map no. A19) shows an extension 
on the north side of the building. No paths are shown, nor is there a boundary line on the 
south. By 1888 (Ordnance Survey 1 : 2500 map) a porch had been added to the east of the 
extension shown in 1886, and a glasshouse had been added to the west. The south part of the 
garden was bounded by an earth bank. Hackwood (1884, 95) refers to a tradition that the 
building was originally surrounded by a moat, but this feature is not mentioned elsewhere. 

THE EXCAVATIONS (figs. 2, 3) 
By 1983 the site was very overgrown; the locations of buildings were indicated only by 

mounds of rubble, but the bank around the garden was clearly visible, and had a steep slope 
to its south. Initially, the quality of archaeological deposits on the site was evaluated by the 
excavation of three trenches, on the north-east corner of the main building (area 1), on the 
garden area to the west (area 2), and through the boundary bank on the south (area 3). Areas 
1 and 2 were entirely hand-dug; area 3 was cut by machine. Subsequently four more areas 
were cleared by machine, across the gardens to the south (area 4), across the boundary bank 
to the south-east (area 5), and across the garden and main building (areas 6 and 7) (fig. 2). 
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AN ICE HOUSE IN SANDWELL VALLEY: EXCAVATION AND 
RESTORATION, 1982-3 

M. A. HODDER 
INTRODUCTION 

The former Sandwell Hall, the home of the Earls of Dartmouth, was built in the early 18th 
century on the site of the medieval Sandwell Priory, 1.5 km. east of modern West Bromwich, 
in the area now known as the Sandwell Valley (fig. 1). The hall was demolished in 1928.1 The 
18th-century landscape around the hall 2 included a large pool to its west, a home farm, ha-ha 
boundaries, an orangery, a menagerie, and two ice houses. The ice houses are each marked 
as a mound, on the south side of the pool, on the 1889 Ordnance Survey 1:2500 map (fig. 1). 
The structure under the westernmost of these mounds (NGR SP 02089134) was exposed and 
destroyed during the construction of the M5 Motorway in 1969. The only record of that ice 
house appears to be a newspaper article, 3 in which it was described as a stone-built structure 
measuring about 6 feet (1.8m.) by 4 feet (1.3m.). The other ice house (NGR SP 02269132) 
was in a ruinous and dangerous condition by 1982. Excavations were undertaken by the 
Sandwell Valley Archaeological Project, under the direction of the writer, to determine the 
original form of the structure, following which it was restored. 
THE EXCAVATION 

Local informants stated that in the 1940s the ice house structure was still almost covered by 
an earth mound, but that there was a hole in the roof of the entrance passage. In the early 
1970s, during the enlargement and refilling of the adjacent pool, the brick dome of the ice­
house chamber was uncovered. A hole was broken through it and the contents of the chamber 
were removed to a depth of 2 to 3 metres. By 1982 all of the roof of the entrance passage had 
disappeared. The exterior of the structure was partly covered by a mound, which had a tree 
growing on its east side. The excavation consisted of the clearance of rubbish from the interior 
of the structure and the removal of part of the covering mound. In addition, the tree was 
felled. Excavation revealed that the ice-house structure consisted of a storage chamber 
entered along a roofed passage, both constructed of brick, and both originally covered by a 
clay mound (figs. 2, 3). 

The chamber was cylindrical, with a domed roof (F8). Its vertical wall was a cavity wall (F6, 
F7), while the dome was a single wall. Because of its ruinous state, it was not possible to tell 
whether the dome was originally complete or whether there had been a hole for a trapdoor 
on top of it. The bricks used in the structure measured 20cm. x 10cm. x 5cm. (8" x 4 " x 2") . 
The internal diameter of the chamber was 2.9m. (10') and the total height from the base to 
the dome was 3.6m. (12'). The base of the chamber was the natural subsoil. At the bottom 
of the chamber wall there was an offset brick course, under which a drainage channel (not 
shown on section) ran out to the bank of the pool to the north. There was an accumulation 
of rubbish about lm. deep in the base of the chamber, which contained much pottery, 
including sherds of a cover for a serving dish which bore the crest of the City of Birmingham 
and the legend 'City Asylum Birmingham/Attendants'. The dish belongs to the period when 
Sandwell Hall was a lunatic asylum, from 1897 to 1906.4 The other pottery is not closely 
dateable but could all be c. 1900. 

1. Victoria County History of Staffordshire, xvii. 19. 
2. The 18th-century landscape as a whole will be described in a future paper. 
3. Express and Star, 30 October 1970. 
4. Staffordshire Record Office, D. 564/8/1/30-1. 
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Fig. 1 Location of ice house in the Sandwell Valley. 

The chamber was entered from the passage through a square hole 2.3m. above the base of 
the chamber and lm. above the base of the passage. The passage was 3.4m. long, 0.8m. wide 
and 1.7m. high. Each of its side walls (F3, F5) sloped slightly inwards, and it was originally 
completely roofed; the curve of the roof could be deduced from the angle of its surviving 
bricks at the top of the wall. The passage did not join the chamber radially and was not bonded 
to it, and was therefore added after the chamber was completed. The brickwork of the 
passage is of a markedly inferior quality to that of the chamber, suggesting that the former 
was built by estate labourers and the latter by specialist ice-house builders. At its north end 
the passage was entered by an earth ramp from the west. The lower part of the ramp was 
revetted with a single line of bricks on edge (F9). 

Part of the clay mound over the western part of the structure was excavated in 1983 before 
it was disturbed during restoration work. A quantity of bones was found on the old ground 
surface under the mound, covering an area of about 4m. square. Most of the bones were of 
horses; at least six horses were represented, some of which were young animals. There were 
no obvious complete skeletons but there was one clearly articulated set of leg bones. Other 
species represented included pig or sheep. A considerable quantity of butchered bones of a 
horse or cow were found immediately adjacent to the brick dome. All of the bones were under 
the ice-house mound and had therefore been deposited before the ice house was completed. 
The tree growing on the mound was found on felling to have 115 annual growth rings, 
providing a terminus ante quern for the construction of the ice house of 1867. 
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Fig. 2 Plan of ice house, showing section lines. 
DISCUSSION 

The Sandwell ice house is of a type well-known both in the country as a whole 5 and locally; 
local examples of a similar type and size are at Canwell Hall (West Midlands) and Hanbury 
Hall (Hereford and Worcester). The nearest example is an ice house belonging to Hamstead 
Hall. This site (NGR SP 04339267) lies on the south bank of the River Tame, to the east of 
Sandwell, and is slightly larger than the Sandwell ice house. It was suggested above that the 
chamber of the Sandwell ice house was built by specialist ice-house builders; indeed, all of the 
local examples could have been the work of the same builders, within a short period of time. 

The Sandwell ice house was certainly built before 1867; but it is probably to be associated 
with the laying out of the gardens soon after the construction of Sandwell Hall in the 18th 
century. It had fallen out of use by about 1900, when it was being used as a rubbish dump; use 
probably ceased when the Dartmouth family left Sandwell Hall in the middle of the 19th 
century. 6 

5. A. Penny, 'Icehouses in Dorset,' Proceedings Dorset Natural History and Archaeological Soc. lxxxvi (1965), 
203-230. 

6. VCHStaffs, xvii. 20. 
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Fig. 3 Sections across the ice house (section lines are in fig. 2) 
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Hon. Editor of Transactions: N. J. TRINGHAM, B.A., M.Litt., Ph.D., 
V.C.H. Staffordshire, William Salt Library, Eastgate Street, Stafford ST16 2LZ 

Committee: 
Mrs. JANE HAMPARTUMIAN, B.A. 

B. TUCKLEY 
Mrs. DIANA WILKES 
Mrs. SARAH ELSOM 

J. BALLINGER 
F. BALL (Co-opted) 

T. GIBSON (C-opted) 
Mrs. MARGARET BROWNE (Co-opted) 

Editorial Committee: 
J. G. L. COLE 

R. A. MEESON 
R. E. MORRIS 

N.J . TRINGHAM 
Mrs. DIANA WILKES 

Hon. Auditor: D. SMITH 
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P R O G R A M M E 1985-86 
1985 
20 Sept. (T) An Egyptian Evening — Steven Snape 
4 Oct. (L) Annual General Meeting 

The Lichfield Mercury — J. A. Coleman 
18 Oct. (T) Battle of Bosworth — Dr. D. T. Williams 

1 Nov. (L) Recent Excavations in Roman Bath — Stephen Bird 
6 Dec. (L) The Making of England — Michael Wood 

1986 
17 Jan. (T) Civic Evening 

Archeology and Conservation in Staffordshire — Alan Taylor 
and Bob Meeson 

7 Feb. (L) Butster Ancient Farm Project — Dr. J. Reynolds 
7 Mar. (L) Middleton Hall — Mrs. B. M. Ellerslie 

21 Mar. (T) Sandwell Valley Archaeological Project — M. Hodder 
18 Apr. (T) Fine Arts Evening — Judith Anderson 

(L) St. Mary's Heritage Centre, Lichfield 
(T) Rawlett School, Comberford Road, Tamworth 
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