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G R E S L E Y  M O TTO .

More Faithful than Fortunate.

I n w h at old story far a w a y,

In what great action is enshrined,

The sad sweet motto which to-day 

Around the Gresleys’ name is twined ?

W as it for country or for crown 

They played a grand tho’ tragic part?

Or did they lay their fortune down 

To strive to win one careless heart?

W e cannot te ll: but this we know,

That they who chose in that dim past 

Those noble words,— come weal come w oe—  

Stood by them stedfast to the last.

And this we feel, when deep in dust 

Lie earthly hopes and worldly state,

In that far Land where all is just,

The Faithful will be Fortunate.

1889 .
F L O R E N C E  SE V E R N E .
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viii Preface

T h e story begins with the prominent Norman family of 

Toeni, the head of which was hereditary Standard-bearer 

o f the D ukes o f Normandy. A t the Battle of Hastings, how­

ever, Ralph de Toeni asked permission to fight in the ranks, 

and his services and those of his brother, Robert de Stafford, 

were rewarded with broad lands in England after the 

Conquest. A  N igel de Stafford who also appears as an 

extensive landowner at the time of the D om esday Survey, 

was in all probability the son of Robert, and was certainly 

the father of the first who bore the name of Gresley. T h e 

curious legend of the D evil of D rakelow e supplies the reason 

w hy the family name was G resley rather than Drakelowe.

T h e G resleys thenceforward seem to have lived for some 

years at G resley Castle, and, as holding their lands in capite, 

ranked among the Barones minores. T h e y  took their full 

share of military service as knights : indeed one generation, 

the family of S ir  Peter, was so exceedingly militant as to 

deserve a less honourable appellation. T h e family steadily 

increased in wealth until a marriage with the heiress o f the 

W asteneys of Colton, in the middle of the fourteenth century, 

raised it to a leading position in the county— a position 

retained more by diplomacy than force through the W ars of 

the Roses. In Elizabeth’s time the head of the family incurred 

debts which caused the sale o f Colton and several other 

manors, and the baronetcy conferred on Sir G eorge G resley 

in 1611 was not accompanied by any retrieval of these losses. 

In the Civil W ar the first Baronet was a Parliamentarian, 

but his grandson, S ir  Thom as, was in favour after the 

Restoration, and by his marriage recovered an important 

part of the property which had been sold at the beginning 
of the century.

A t this point the family divides into two branches, the 

eldest son W illiam  carrying on the line of Baronets and 

residing at Drakelowe, while the younger, Thomas, became 

the progenitor of a line o f Squires and Rectors of Seile, 

residing at N ether Seile. In 1837 however, with S ir  R oger 

Gresley, the elder branch died out, and the Rector o f Seile
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Preface IX

at that time, who was Sir R oger’s first and fourth cousin, 

became the ninth Baronet, and was the grandfather of the 

present Baronet, S ir Robert, whose two sons augur well for 

the continuance of this wonderful pedigree.

T he present volume is not published. E very  member of 

the W illiam Salt Archaeological Society receives a copy 

of the ordinary edition, as do subscribers before issue, 

a list of whom is subjoined. T he special edition is limited 

to fifty copies, which have all been subscribed for.

T h e author has to offer his best thanks to many welcome 

helpers. T h e  present head of the family, S ir  Robert Gresley, 

Baronet, of Drakelowe, Burton on Trent, has taken a warm 

personal interest in the scheme, and has himself contributed 

chapter V I I I ;  and Major-General the Hon. G eorge Wrot- 

tesley, who is the life and soul of the W illiam Salt Society 

and an indefatigable historian, has given most valuable help, 
especially in the earlier chapters : while Mr. J. Horace Round, 

Lord Hawkesbury, Miss A gnes G resley of Barton under 

Needwood, Mr. N igel G resley (for the Australian branch) 

and Miss Govett (for the Bristol Gresleys), with others too 

numerous to mention, have supplied valuable information.

Notes and criticisms of the present book will be gladly 

received, in view of the possible issue of a few pages of 
Addenda at some later period.

B r a s e n o s e  C o l l e g e , O x f o r d .

September, 1899.
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THE

G R E S L E Y S  O F  D R A K E L O W E

CHAPTER I

. TH E NORMAN FAM ILY OF TOENI, AND ITS

SE TTLE M E N T IN ENGLAND

T h e  Norwegian Vikings or ‘ N orthm en’ who in the 

second half of the ninth century began to harry the shores 
of Northern Gaul, and who at last under Rollo obtained 

a firm footing on land in the district round Rouen, can have 

had little idea of their future influence on England. That 
island seemed destined rather to fall into the hands of their 

kinsmen the Danes, while the new-comers in Gaul were 
fully occupied in building up the D uchy of Normandy, 

‘ the only permanent Northern sta tea within the limits of 

the ancient Carlovingian Empire.’ But so it was ordained 

by fate, that while perhaps no Englishman can boast, or 

cares to boast, of a Danish descent from before the 

Conquest, the chief families of Normandy should be the 

coveted ancestry of the oldest houses in the kingdom. 

A n example of this may be seen in the great Norman 

family of Toeni, the head of which for at least two 

generations before the invasion of England held the high 

position of Standard-bearer of the Dukes of Normandy.

B

a C. F. Keary, 
Vikings in 
Western 
Christendom 
(Lond. 1891), 
p. 438.
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2 The Gresleys o f Drakelowe

C hap. I.

b Hist. Norm, 
vii. 3.

c 1 paternal 
uncle.’

d R. S.
Ixxxviii (Icel. 
Sagas i), 
pp. 1-4.

e R. S. ut 
supra, p. x lii: 
Munch’s 
Norske Folks 
Historie ii, 
geneal. x i :
P. B. Du 
Chaillu, The 
Viking A ge  
(1889) i. 462­

4 -

f ‘ R olfthe  
Ganger, or 
W alker,’ be­
cause no 
horse could 
carry him.

T h eir M ixed D escent.

If Rollo, the first D uke of Normandy, was of Scandinavian 

blood, as is generally allowed, the Toenis must be conceded 

a similar origin: for Roger de Toeni, the second who bore 

that surname, is expressly stated by W illiam  of Ju m iegesb 

(Gulielmus Gemeticensis), or rather his continuator, to have 

been ‘ de stirpe Malahulcii qui Rollonis Ducis [Normanniae] 

patruus0 fuit et cum eo Francos atterens Normanniam 

fortiter adquisierat.’ W ith this clue w e can give in out­

line the traditional descent o f the Toenis from Fornjot K ing 

of Finland to Ivar, and the historical pedigree from the latter 

onward. T h e  first p a rtd is :— Fornjot K in g  of Finland — 

K ari — Thorri — G orr — Heiti — SveiSi — Halfdan the Old — 

Ivar, Jarl of the Uplanders (Oplsendingejarl). From this 

point we are on clearer ground, and it may be convenient 

for reference to carry R ollo’s pedigree down to W illiam  

the Conqueror. T h e line i s e :— Ivar — Eystein Glumra 

(Eystein the Eloquent or N o isy)— Rognvald riki, Jarl of 

both the Mseren and of R om sdal: married Hilda (or in full 

Ragnhilda), dau. of H rolf Nefja : d. 890: his brother Sigurd 

riki was the first Earl of Orkney, d. 874 — Rollo, first D uke 

of Normandy (in French Rou, properly Hrolf, known from 

his stature as G ongu-H rolff : b. 846?, d. about 931: his 

brothers w ere Ivar and Thorir the Silent) — W illiam i 

(2nd Duke, d. 942) — Richard i (3rd Duke, d. 996) — 

Richard ii (4th Duke, d. 1026) — Richard iii (5th Duke, 

d. 1028) — Robert (a brother, 6th Duke, d. 1035) —  William 

the Conqueror (7th Duke, K in g  of England, d. 1087).

From what has been said above we are perhaps justified 

in assuming that an unrecorded brother of Rognvald bore 

a name (probably Malahultis) which appears in its latinized 

form as Malahulcius, and that he was a lineal ancestor of the 

Toenis. It must be noted however that Dudo of St. Quentin, 

the first Norman historian (fl. 1000-25), knows nothing of 

Rollo as a Norwegian, but assigns him a Danish (or what 

meant the same, a Dacian) o rig in : and his authority has
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Sir Geoffrey de Gresley (vi) 39

of his enjoyment o f his fathers estates: it is a fair assump­
tion then (especially as there was no change of prior at 

this period) that Geoffrey became of full age in about 1266 

and was therefore born in about 1245.
That he was not born much later than 1245 is apparent 

from the fact that he took a full share in the Barons’ W ar of 

1261-5, and shared in the disasters which befell them after 

the battle of Evesham, Aug. 4, 1265. H e appears to have 

taken part in the wild doings of Robert Ferrers Earl of 
Derby. A t any rate we find the formal record that on 

Nov. 30, 1265, the K ing granted to Thom as C orb et1 all the 

lands in Morton and Kingston which had belonged to 

Geoffrey de G resley ‘ inimico et rebelli nostro qui Simoni 

de Montfort . . . inimico et feloni nostro et imprisis suis 

adheserit tempore guerre que nuper in regno mota fuit.’ 

B y  the Dictum de Kenilworth of Oct. 15, 1266, Geoffrey was 

empowered to redeem his lands by large payments, instead 

of entirely forfeiting them, and this no doubt was done both 

with the lands granted to Thom as Corbet and with D rake­

lowe, Gresley, Lullington and Norton which had been 

granted to Peter C o rb e tm. Several suits arose out of these 

affairs, and from o n e11 it appears that Geoffrey had been 

taken prisoner at Chartley Castle (the Earl of D erby’s seat) 

by Hamon L e Strange and hurried off to Bridgenorth 

Castle. Escaping thence he joined Simon de Montfort at 

London and was with him at W inchester, Oxford, North­

ampton and Kenilworth, of which latter Castle he was 

perhaps one of the heroic defenders in 1266. In that year 

the vast estates of the Ferrers were transferred to Edmund 
Plantagenet.

W ith the accession of Edward i in 1272 a quieter time 

came, and we hear no more of civil struggles. But the 

rough experiences of Geoffrey’s early life left their mark 
for at least two generations, and he himself seems to have 

found difficulty in settling down as a country squire. A s 

early as 1269° he had been ‘ rioting’ at Northbury, though 

this may have been more a political than a social disturbance,

C hap. III.

1 Bodl. MS. 
Dugd. 14., 
p. 62.

m Rott. 
Westm. 253, 
cf. Salt Soc. 
iv. 186.

11 Salt Soc. vi. 
1. 57- 8.

0 Ibid. iv. 
172.
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S ir  Thomas Gresley (xvii) 7 7

that cryed out aloud ‘ blest bee the tyme that I liue to see a Sonne of thie 

Father here.’
On the Tewsday followinge the longe expected Lord Deputie arrived 

here somewhat early in the morninge, the wynde blowinge stiffe, hee 

could not land at the Hoe, where that lord had provided dinner for him, 

but was brought by the Shipps Pinnace to Lowhy where hee landed ere 

the Justices had any notice of his arrivall, yet the lorde Corke hastned 

to meete him, and brought him in his Coach to the Castle, but soe priuatly 

that there was not soe much as one peece of ordinance shott off, yet by 

that tyme hee came thither, the presse of ordinarie people was such as 

theie were forced to pull vpp the drawebridge of the Castle, and his 

lordshipp would admitt of noe visitts all that day, but went ymediatly 

to bedd to his Lady, whoe vntill that instant had noe other title, nor place 

giuen her here but that of Mistris Rodes, although now wee heare shee 

was married to him six weekes before hee sent her hither.

On Wednesdaie hee admitted all visitts which were decently performed 

by the Lorde Justices, Councel Judges, Nobillity, Captaines, and Magis­

trates of the Towne, which his lordshipp repayed to most of them and to 

my Lord of Essex first of all, givinge him place in all places where 

theie mett.

Vpon Thursday hee receiued the Sword (not in the Church as'is usually 

the Custome), some say the reason hereof was because the lord Primate 

at the instance of the lords Justices havinge provided a Sermon for that 

Solempnity the Archbishopp of this Towne would not giue way to him, 

but the true reasone was that his lordshipp did it to avoyd publique 

fausto but the Common Voyce is not herewith satisfied, but seemes to 

murmer that theire ancyent Customesare by him slighted. Twoe of the 

Clock in the Afternoone was the hower appointed for this Ceremony, 

and the place was the Councell Chamber. The manner was thus. The 

Lords Justices with the body of the Councell came first into the Presence 

Chamber, and soe into the Gallery, the Lorde Deputie instantly came out 

to them and theie hauinge made a shorte speech vnto him in his eare 

whisperinge like ; the Deputie it seemes would haue had them gon 

through the Gallery into the Councell Chamber, but the lord Chancellor 

told him it was more proper at that tyme to goe more publiquely 

thither, wherevpon it was soe agreed, and hee followinge the Lords 

Justices, theie went through the presence greate Chamber and soe 

through the Courte vpp into the Councell Chamber, where the full 

Councell sittinge, the Deputie stood at a corner of the board, whilest 

Mr. Wanisford (whoe the day before was sworne Master of the Rolls) 

read his commission; the Lord Mount Morris as Secretarie of State 

havinge it in revercion after Sir Dudley Norton whoe may well bee 

Invilaid [szc] read the kings letter to the lords Justices for the deliueringe 

vp the sword, givinge reasons for his longe stay and requiringe them to 

admininister the oathe vnto him, which hee havinge taken the lord 

Chauncellor made a speech vnto him in what state theie now left the 

kingdome, noe libell out, or any kinde of Commotion but many things

C h a p . IV..
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?8 The Grcsleys o f Drakelowe

C iia i\  IV. there were worthieof reformation ; which thcic as faithfull Councellors 

would at fitt tymes acquainte his Lordshipp with, and soe deliueringe 

the Ensignes of his authoritie to the Deputie his Lordshipp held the 

sword in his hand [and] sittingc downe in the Chaire of State made a very  

good speech vnto the board tellinge them that hee would bee noc 

vpholder of Factions amongst them, but should esteeme of them most that 

most stroue to effect the kings service, that theie should finde him neuer to 

faile of his word. Hee said hee had heard there had bine some distast 

taken at the takinge from euery Company twoe for the raisinge of him- 

selfe a Troope of horse, and foote, he protested it was not his owne 

doeinge ; but when hee was declared Deputie there was neuer a troope 

for him, which was the cause hee came not ouer presently. That after 

the first Company that should fall hee would promise that the second of 

each Company hee had taken to make vpp this should bee restored 

back to them againe, and that hee did not meane to appropriate it to his 

owne persone, but annex the Company of foote and horse to his place, 

that theie might bee as a guard, alwayes to the succeedinge Deputies, and 

Lords Justices, for said hee as hee held it vnfitt for a Deputie to seeke 

a Company, soe hee thought very vnfitt that after a Deputie were remoued 

that hee should still retayne his Companie. Therein hee touched the 

lord of Faulkland, whoe retayned his.

Havinge made an end of his Speech he deliuered the kings letter 

to bee read for the makinge of the Master of the Rolles one of the 
Councell, whoe havinge taken his oathe and his place the Deputie 

deliuered his Sword to the Earle of Castell Hauen (which had bine 

carried thither before the Justices by a knight) and soe the Justices 

followinge him theie returned him the same way theie came and cominge 

into the Presence Chamber hee caused them to make a stand, and 

cominge before the Cloath of State hee made twoe lowe, and humble 

courtesies to the Kings and Queenes pictures, which hang on each side 

the State, and fixinge his eye with much seriousness shewed a kinde 

of devotion. Then takinge the sword into his hand, hee missed there 

a yonge Gentleman his Cozen Danby (whoe is married to the Master 01 

the Rolles his daughter), the gentleman cominge out of the Crowd 

presented himselfe before him on his knee, and by him Master George 

Wentworth the Deputies brother whoe was first knighted, then Danby, 

and after him one Master Remington a very yonge Gentleman vnder 

yeares whoe hopes to haue his wardshipp thereby, for his father is very 

old, and sickly.

Havinge done this hee went into the Privie Chamber, where his Lady 

stoode accompayned with the Countesse of Tirconnell, and diuerse 

other Ladyes. And here was the first place hee declared his lady to 

bee his wife, which was by presentinge her to bee saluted by the 

Justices with a kisse from each one. When hee came from the Councell 

Chamber all the ordenance of the Castell were shott off. And this is all 

the part of the Ceremony I observed, which I thinke worthie of your 

knowledge. It is thought on Sonnday next hee will make more knights.
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S ir  Thomas Gresley (xvii) 79

There is come ouer with his lordshipp Master Phillipp Manwaringe, Chap. IV. 

whoe theie say shall haue some place here, but I can learne none vacant, 

yet guesse it may bee the Secretaries place, for Sir Dudley Norton 

beinge a miserable spectacle of mortallitie it may bee will willingly 

resigne to him havinge bine formerly fellowe seruants to the late Earle 

of Salisbury.

Syr I must desire you to make my excuse to my noble Lord, and 

Master, if I write not at this tyme to his lordshipp beinge in such hast.

If there be any thinge herein worthy his lordshipps notion I know you 

will present it in a more proper phrase and togeather tender my humble 

duty to his lordshipp and service to all at Sherborne. And soe 

I conclude with my respects to your selfe, and friends at London, 

and remayne

Your affectionate servant

W alsin gh am  G r e sl e y .

[ To the Earl o f Bristol]
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CHAPTER V

x v i i i

a Parker’s 
Colton pp. 
372, 373 (1607 
and 1608).

b Erdesw ick’s 
StafFordsh. 
p. 218.

THE LINE OF BARONETS FROM l 6 l l  TO 1 8 3 7

Sir George Gresley, 1st Baronet.

(b. 1580 ? :  d. 1651.)

S i r  G e o r g e  G r e s l e y , the first o f the line of Baronets, 

was born between Nov. 1579 and Nov. 1580, since he was 

aged 14 when he matriculated (on Nov. 22?, 1594) at Balliol 

College, Oxford. In 1597-8 he was admitted a member of 

the Inner Tem ple, and we hear no more of him until his 

father’s death in 1610, except in connexion with certain sales 

and leases of land, in two of which he is described as 1 o f 

Colton L odge*.’ In 1610 his public career begins at once, 

for he took part in a violent electioneering dispute at D erb yb 

with S ir Philip Stanhope.

It was in 1611 that James i, anxious to replenish his ex­

chequer, issued a Commission to give patents o f Baronetage 

to such o f the country gentry as would provide thirty footmen 

for three years at 8d. a day for the settling o f U lster (equiva­

lent to a single payment o f ^1,095). On them the K ing 

conferred the style and privileges o f Baronets o f England, 

promising them hereditary succession, a limitation in number 

to 200, and a rank above all Knights, except K .G .’s and such 

as should be created by the K ing on the field of battle. 

A ccordingly eighteen patents were issued on M ay 22, 1611, 

fifty-seven more on June 29, and seventeen on Nov. 25. In 

this list o f ninety-two we find the name of * G eorge Gresley, 

o f Drakelowe, Derbyshire, E sq u ire ’ twenty-eighth. But

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



even before the end of the year a dispute arose about the 

relative precedency of Baronets and of younger sons of 
Viscounts and Barons, and among the seven or eight who 

were prominent on the side of the new Order Sir G eorge is 

mentioned. H e was present also at the personal interview 

of representatives of the Order with the K ing in February 

161I,  but the question was at last in May following decided 

against them, a kind of compensation being given, to the 

effect that the badge of Ulster should appear on their arms 

and that all Baronets should take their Knighthood by simple 

application at the age of twenty-one— a privilege which lasted 

till at least 1874. It is but fitting that in the present year 

(1899) the descendant of S ir G eorge should similarly find 

a place on the Committee of Baronets which is to define 

and defend the rights of the whole body at the present 
time.

Sir G eorge must have been in favour at Court, for he was 

selected as one of the ten who bore bannerols at Prince 

H enry’s funeral0 on Dec. 7, 1612. After that he seems to 

have generally lived at Drakelowe, occurring as K night and 

J.P. in 1614d, a Commissioner of Musters for Derbyshire in 

i6 i8 e, and M.P. for Newcastle under Lym e in the Parliament 

of 162! — i 62|. It may well be that the scenes he witnessed 

during these few sessions were sufficient to shake his con­

fidence in Charles I, and not only decided him to refuse to 

pay ship-money in 1636^ but also, when the great struggle 

came, to choose the Parliamentarian side. T h e  ‘ melior fides’ 

of his family motto was not touched, for he could con­

scientiously say with Hampden ‘ Against my K ing I do not 
fight, But for my K ing and Kingdom ’s right.’

W e have also twenty-one news-letters8 on public affairs 
written by him from London to Sir Thom as Puckering 
between M ay 28, 1629, and Jan. 23, 163!.

. T h e  outbreak of the Civil W ar in the autumn of 1642 

found Derbyshire, outwardly at least, on the Royalist s id e: 

and the raising of the famous regiment by Sir John Gell in 
that county, with a view to counteract the movements of the

S ir  George Gresley (xviii) 81

C h a p . V.

c Nichols, 
Progresses of 
James i. See 
p. 85.

d Salt Soc. v. 
2. 341. 

e Folio MS., 
in Sir G.’s 
hand, at 
Drakelowe.

* If he be the 
‘ Mr. Gresley ’ 
in Cox’s Derb. 
Annals ii. 1x2.

* Twelve in 
Brit. Mas. 
MS. Add. 
4178, foil. 
6 17-79 :  
nearly all 
printed in the 
Court and 
Times of 
Charles i.
See p'. 86.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



126 The Gresleys o f Drakelowe

C h a p . V.

b Battle  
A b b e y  Roll 
(1889) iii. 177.

0 C o x ’s 
D erbyshire  
Churches iii. 

3 7 i.

d J. A sh ton ’s 
W h e n  W ill. 
IV  w as K in g  
(1896;, p. 179.

e Fam ily  
N otebk.

' T h e
n e xt tw o  
paragraphs 
are derived  
from notes 
furnished b y  
Sir R obert 
G resley.

a seat, at the close of his life, when South Derbyshire 

rejected him in July 1837.

In the intervals of political life S ir R oger lived a good 

deal in Italy and Paris. T h e  Duchess of Cleveland is 

responsible for the statementb that he ‘ parcelled o u t’ his re­

maining property 1 in such a manner that by annual sales it 

should last him his life ; but he died a comparatively young 

man/ This may be tr u e : as early as 1828 he sold the site 

of the priory of G re s le y 0 as well as the Castle Hill and 

the Hall, both at G resley: and later he sold various rights 

of minerals to his own solicitor Mr. Mousley, whose executors 

were made to refund the purchase money by legal decisions 

of July 10, 1858, and A pril 29, 1859. S ir  R oger incurred 

very considerable debts, partly no doubt in connexion with 

his parliamentary contests. Incidentally we findd that he 

was one of the managing committee of Crockford’s Club, 

where gambling went on, in 1834. In 1836 he sustained 

a severe injury by a fall from his horse, which brought on 

paralysis, from which he never entirely recovered: and on 

Oct. 12, 1837®, he died suddenly6 at Drakelowe, leaving 

no issue, and was buried on the 21st at Church Gresley. 

Accounts of his life will be found in the Gentleman's 

Magazine for 1837, pt. ii, p. 649, and in the Dictionary o f  

National Biography. S ir  R oger adopted the spelling 

1 G reisley * for his name. H is Library was sold by auction 

in London on M ay 22-4, 1838.

Sir R o g e rf was one of the Baronets who first called 

attention to the anomalies and encroachments on the original 

charter of their order which had been from time to time 

committed by the Crown. A fter his death his cousin and 

successor the Rev. S ir N igel G resley also interested him­

self in the matter, and was one of S ir R. Brown’s famous 

committee of Privileges. In the light of the present revival 

of the movement it is worthy of note that S ir  George G resley 

the 1st Baronet was the first to call K ing James’s attention 

to the question a few months after the institution of the 

order, and that after the lapse of more than two centuries
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St'r Roger Gresley (x x v )  127

his descendants S ir Roger, S ir N igel and now S ir  Robert 

should take up the question.

There are a few people still alive who can remember 

S ir  Roger, and they describe him as tall and extremely 

good looking, with a most high-bred courteous manner. He 

had marked ability, though he never did himself justice in 

Parliament, an excellent linguist and a man of great taste. 

In politics a strong Tory, intensely and perhaps inordinately 

proud of the ancient family of which he was the head, 

hating with every instinct of his nature the democratic 

tendencies which even in his days were commencing to 

make themselves felt, he spent the greater part of his short 

life and the greater part of his fortune in contested elections 

where he vigorously and eloquently pleaded the cause of 

those principles, of the truth and wisdom of which he was 

so strongly convinced. Altogether his was a striking per­

sonality, and one characteristic of his time. A  politician, 

a dandy, a virtuoso, a sportsman, a country gentleman, at 

the same time devoted to sport and to literary pursuits, 

an antiquary, a Pope’s biographer and yet a strong Pro­

testant, and a man of fashion, he exhibited a combination 

of qualities not often met with, even in those days when 

the exigencies of political life did not engross so much of 

a man’s time, and when society was so much more exclusive 
and cultivated.

S ir R oger’s printed works w e re :— 1. A  Letter to the 

Rt. Hon. Robert Peel on Catholic Emancipation (Lond., 

1827, 8°): 2. A  Letter to John Earl of Shrewsbury, in reply 

to his Reasons for not taking the Test (Lond., 1828, 8°):
3. Sir Philip Gasteneys, a Minor (Lond., 1829, 8°: a tale 

directed against modern Roman Catholicism), and 4. The 

Life and Pontificate of G regory vii (Lond., 1832, 8°: an 

account of Hildebrand, reviewed in the London Literary 
Gazette of May 26, 1832). .

On June 2, 1821, he married T h e Lady S o p h ia  Catherine, 
youngest daughter of the 7th Earl of Coventry, born Nov. 

30, 1801: the wedding ceremony took place by special

C h a p . V .
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C h a t . V .

* H arl. Soc., 
R egisters  
xxii. 218.

h Fam ily  
Notebk.

Gresley
Reg.

license, with the consent of the bride’s father (she being 

a minor) ‘ in the dwelling house of the Earl of Coventry 

in Piccadilly K,’ in the parish of St. G eorge’s H anover 

Square, London. She married secondly on July 16, 1839, 

H enry D es Vceux Esq., eldest son of S ir  Charles D es 

Vceux, Bar*.: and died on March 29, 1875 having lived at 

Drakelowe till her death. T h e only child o f S ir  R oger and 

T h e L ady Sophia w a s :—

Sophia Editha, born Oct. 4, 1823 h, who died Nov. 2 in the same year 

and was buried at Gresley* on the 8th of the same month.
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CHAPTER VI

TH E LINE OF BARONETS FROM 1 8 3 7  TO  

T H E  PR ESENT TIME

T h e  R e v . S ir  W illiam  N igel G re sle y , 9th Baronet, first 

cousin (by his mother) of the 8th Baronet.

(b. 1806 : d. 1847.)

T h e  Squires and Rectors of Seile in the eighteenth 

century, succeeding each other in that quiet village, can 

hardly have imagined that their descendants would take the 
place of the elder branch and carry on the long and un­

broken male line of G resley descent. T h ey  and their 

families were always on good terms with the owner of 

Drakelowe for the time being, but the relationship of the 

heads of the two branches seemed to be drifting from second 
to third cousin and from third to fourth. It is singular that 

the intermarriage of a Rector of Seile with a daughter of 

the elder line immediately preceded the transference of the 

Baronetcy, so that the subject of our present attention, 

S ir  William N igel Gresley, was a son of a sister of the 

7th Baronet, as if Nature wished to provide that the 

younger branch should nevertheless be in direct and close 

descent from the elder.

W illiam N igel was born and baptized at Nether Seile 
on March 25, 1806, and was educated first at Mr. W ard’s 

School at Ravenstone in Derbyshire (from 1813), and then 

at W estminster, where h e 'w as admitted on Jan. 15, 1817. 

On Sept. 1, 1821, he had an accident by which he lost

K

X X V
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E. Unidentified Gresleys *53

Commander of the Royal Yacht Victoria and Albert, who 
on May 5, 1892, married Ruth Slingsby daughter of

G. P. T . Duncombe Esq., and has issue Dorothy born 1893 
and Roger born 1895: 2. Francis Edward, born July 31, 

1851, who was at one time engaged to a distant relation also 

bearing the name of Gresley, see p. 146, but died of typhoid 

fever, unmarried, at Urana, N ew  South W ales, on M ay 22, 

1878: 3. Caroline Frances (‘ Q ueenie’), born Nov. 26, 1852, 

married on March 27,1875, James Edwards m* Esq., of Wood- 
horn Grange near Morpeth, now of Flax Bourton : 4, 5. 

Rose Elizabeth and Mary Lilian , twins, born M ay 12, 1854: 

Rose married on April n ,  1885, G eorge M cGowan Esq., 

of Preston, and has issue : the latter died unmarried at 

W eym outh on Sept. 6, 1885: 6. Mary Louisa , born Dec. 17, 

1855, married on Oct. 17, 1882, Capt. Edward Ambrose 

Holbech, a retired officer of the Royal N avy: 7. Susan 

Isabel Garstin (‘ D aisy ’), born July 29, 1859, married on 

Jan. 3, 1889, Capt. Edwin John Payne Gallwey, late of the 

Royal N avy: 8. W illiam Nigel, born March 3, 1861.

E. Unidentified Gresleys,

who cannot at present be connected with the pedigree of 

the G resleys of Drakelowe, in rough chronological order.

Many of the following were no doubt simply persons who, 

having lived at one time at Church or Castle Gresley, 

acquired when they left their native place the local surname 

of Gresley, before surnames had become fixed family 
names.

1199. Stephen de Gresley. Stephanus de Gresley in Sept. 1199 killed11 

Osbert de Hegwin and fled from justice.

1201. Ingerannus de Gresley occurs0 as a ‘ sponsalis’ of Eustachia de 

Camvile, who was engaged in a lawsuit with Nicholas de Verdun 
about land.

1203. H ervey (‘ Herveus ’) de Gresley occurs in a Staffordshire Assize 

Roll p of Sept. 1203. Hervey was a Stafford family name.

1210. Roger de Gresley. According to the Red Book of the Ex­

chequers a ‘ Rogerus Gresle’ in 1210-12 held twelve knights’ fees in 
Lancashire.

C iiap. V II .

m* See p. 263.

n Salt Soc. 
iii. 1. 44.

0 Salt Soc. iii. 
1. 71, of. 
Dugdale’s 
W arwick­
shire (1755)
P- 593­

p Salt Soc. 
iii. 1. 86. 

s Rolls Ser. 
ed. ii. 568.
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* Bodl. MS. 
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* Ibid.

* Ibid.
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Chartul. p.

36 .

C 11A P. V II .

* Lichf.
Episc. Reg. i. 
129*.

1215. Robert dc Gresley. On Dec. 11, 1215, the King gaver to Ralph 

de Gernon land in Pirinton co. Oxon. ‘ que fuit Roberti de Gresley.’ 

This may be the Robertus de Greslei8 who was among the barons 

who assembled at Stamford at Easter 1215 and eventually obtained 

Magna Charta from King John. If so, the name should rather 

be Grelly, see App. D.

1240. W illiam de Gresley (‘ Gresleghe ’) occurs in a deed of Dec. 25, 

1240 t, about Whitchurch in Dorset.

13th cent. W alter de Gresley, and John his son. Walter de Gresele 

of Dorandesthorp (Donisthorpe) was witness to a deedu of Ralph 

Wychard : and his son John ‘ filius Walteri de Gresley de Durandes- 

thorp ’ held land v in Donisthorpe.

1271-2. Elias de Gresley (perhaps o n ly= ‘ from G resley’). He killedw 

one Roger at the bridge outside the vill of Roucester with a stone, 

in 56 Hen. 3 : he fled from justice and was outlawed. One of the 

same names granted land x in Osgathorpe to Sir William de Waste- 

neys, in 4 Edw. 2 (1310-1).

1279. Simon de Gresley was on Sept. 23, 1279 y, appointed Vicar of God- 

mersham by the Archbishop of Canterbury.

late 13th cent. Enge de Gresley was a witness to a deed z of John O ky  

of Linton.

1300. Robert de Gresley was ordained acolyte a at Burton on Trent on 

Dec. 17, 1300.

1302. W illiam  de Gresley. There must have been at least two William 

de Gresleys to whom the following notices refer: — ordained sub­

deacon at Derby, presented by the Prior of Gresley on Sept. 22, 

1302b : ordained sub-deacon at Colwich upon his patrimonial title 

on Dec. 18, 1305; ordained deacon at Lichfield, presented by the 

same Prior, Sept. 21, 1303 b, and priest at Lilleshull, March 28,1304 b : 

a monk of Roucester, ordained priest at Gnosall Dec. 20, 1320b : 

instituted to the chapel of Hordley on Nov. 7, 1322°, and to the 

Rectory of Mongewell in June 1336° : rector of Hildresham at least 

1338-43 d-
1303. Ralph de Gresley was ordained sub-deacon6 at Lichfield upon his 

patrimonial title, on Sept. 21, 1303.

I3°5- John de Gresley was on Dec. 18, 1305, ordained sub-deacon at 

Colwichf, on the presentation of the Prior of Gresley. Another of 

the same names was ordained deacon s at Derby on April 3, 1305, 

and priestb at the same place on the following Dec. 23, on both 

occasions presented by the Prior and Convent of Gresley.

1307-8. W illiam de Aula de Gresley was a witness1 in 1307-8, but 

was probably William de Aw l or Aula, living at G resley: see 

Jeayes’s index to his Descriptive Catalogue o f Gresley Charters, 

s. v. Aula.

1317. Thomas de Gresley, a monk of Merevale Abbey, was on April 2, 

1317, ordained priest at Lichfield k.
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1 Salt Soc. 
ix. 1. 91.

Gresl.

6th S. xii. 57 : 
Salt Soc. xi.

1318. Richard de Gresley. Occurs in a Leicestershire taxation of a C h a p . VII.

twentieth 1327-8, as holding land in Normanton super le Hethe : and, -----

as ‘ Graseleye,1 in a Staffordshire subsidy roll of the same date as d1, MS' 
holding land in * Schareschulfe.’ He may be the ‘ Richardus del p> 3I’ 

Greisley’ who was witness1 to a deed of Richard de la Lee in m Lichf 

1318-9. O f this latter a brother W illiam also occurs in the deed, Episc. Reg. i. 

who may be the William de Gresley who held land in Herdeby T37v- 

in 1323-4, according to a Leicestershire taxation of a fifteenth. n Ibicb x4°-

1320. Hugh de Gresley was in 1320 ordained sub-deaconm at Lichfield 0 Ibld- X4X- 

on March 29, deacon11 at Darley on Sept. 20 and priest0 at Gnosall p Salt Soc. 

on Dec. 20, being in each case presented by the Prior and Canons 

of Gresley.

1321. Vincent de Gresley and Geoffrey his brother were accused of 

trespass p in 1321, and Vincent also of damage at Alrewas in 1 3 2 3 Chartul. p. 
The latter was also a witness r to a deed of John Brom in 23 Edw. 3 4X- 

(1349-50). Perhaps he was a son of Sir Peter : see p. 46.  ̂ ^v,anc?.Q-

I339~4°* Robert de Gresley and Katrine his wife were witnesses to 
a deeds about land in Clifton Camvile, dated 13 Edw. 3.

1354. Henry de Gresley, merchant, was in this year sued1 by Henry t gait Soc. 
Puys of Rugeley for a debt. xii. 129.

1374. William de Gresley. In 1374u he succeeds Robert Crull as Dean n Dugd. Mon. 

or Master in the College of secular Canons in Hastings Castle; An&b vi* 

and one of the same names on July 13, 1375 v, exchanged the Rectory t,

of Bishop’s Hampton in Worcestershire for that of St. Bennet, Repert. i. 302: 

Paul’s Wharf, London, but was no longer there in 1379. Dugd. Warw.

3:379-80. Thomas Gresley and Katrina his wife occur in a poll-tax 

record of this date in Offlow Hundred, Staffordshire.

early 15th cent. John Gresley (‘ Gresele’), rector of Grindon or Grinton Repert.

in Yorkshire, was sued * at about this time for a rent charge due 5

to the Abbot of St. Alban’s. The Abbot of Ramsey had pre- PPgalt g ^ 4 *
sented him to the living. x vii# I7Q> ’

1429. Thomas de Gresley ‘ clericus in minoribus ordinibus constitutus ’ x Walsing- 

in this year resigned y the church of Rolleston in Staffordshire, to ham, Gesta 

which he had been presented by Prince John. Alban? (Rolls

15th cent. ? Oliver Gresley. In a Rutland Visitation, 1618-9, an Oliver Ser. 28) iii.

Gresley marries Jane daughter of Thomas Busby and his wife 5 x8- 22* 
daughter of Sir Richard Egerton. y Lichf.

1466. William Gresley, B.C.L., was in 1466 made Rector35 of Colton in ^Pisc>
Staffordshire. ‘ Parker’s

. Colton, p.
1481. William and Richard Gresley. The former was ‘ rector ecclesie I99. 

de Stoke’ when on June 5, 1481, he and Richard leased31 the manor » Gresl. 

of Colton in Staffordshire to Sir John Gresley and Anne his wife, Charter 449. 

from whom they had received the manor by feoffment. This must b p,id. 455 . 
refer to some technical transfer and re-transfer. Richard also c a. P. 
occurs as a witness on Feb. 15, 149 ,̂ to a deedb of Lewis Bagot. Burke’s

c. 1500. Christian daughter of John Gresley is stated to have married c ^ 4 ^

George son of Mark Robinson (occurs 1464) and his wife Anne nee p. 307. ’

2nd ed. ii. 
672 : Hen- 
nessy's
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i 6 o The Grcsleys of Drakelowe

Chap. VII. down, his cork leg failed him, and he was very nearly off his horse.

However it went off very well on the whole.— A t the conclusion of the 

Banquet there was a scramble for the Ornaments, and it was said some 

spoons and plate were purloined. Morgan, who was there, stumbled 

upon Dr. Goodenough : he was shifting a quantity of pyecrust and a pine 

apple into his mouth, and he said to him, ‘ For heaven’s sake, Morgan, 

get me something to drink,— a little hock if possible.’ Morgan brought 

him a bowl of punch, and he appeared to receive much gratification 

from washing down his mouthful. W e went in the evening to see 

the illuminations. I. Phillamore went in a curious figure, in a pair 

of Corderoy Breeches, Wellington Boots, and an old blue coat of m ine; 

Partington and I went together; we heard a Man say that there was 

free egress into the Park, so we went there; There were excellent 

fireworks and curious things on the Serpentine, such as Elephants, 

Dragons, and Alligators ; we got in without any difficulty early in the 

Evening, but we were about twenty minutes getting out again through 

one of the gates: however we managed to get before three Butchers 

and an Irishman, and they pushed us on very pleasantly without any 

exertion of our own.

W e were in the Abbey from six o’clock till four: we then got our 

dinners, and most of us lay down and slept for some hours: at nine 

we went out to see the fireworks, and got to bed by about one; but 

the next day, being a holiday, we had a long sleep, and got up in the 

Morning scarcely feeling the least fatiguing effects from our exertions.

Yours affectly, R. N. G.

W . Gresley Esqre,

Stowe, Lichfield, Staffordshire.

(3 )
. St. Peters Coll. July 26th.

My dear William,

. . .  I heard that at the Coronation, when the Archbishop 

preached about the burthens of Royalty, the King was observed to 

wink at the Duke of York and point to his immense train which xo or 

12 persons were bearing. . . .
Believe me, Yours truly, R. N. G r e sl e y .

W . Gresley Esqre,

Stowe Plouse, Lichfield.
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Gresleys o f  Drakelowe Plate I I

D R A K E L O W E  

{from the south-east)
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CHAPTER VIII

D RAKELO W E  

(Written by Sir Robert Gresley, Bart.)

D r a k e l o w e , to which so many references have been made 

in the previous pages of this book, is situated on a bend 

of the river Trent, on the borders o f Derbyshire and 

Staffordshire, the river forming a natural boundary between 

the two counties. In only one sense can it be called 

historical. It has been the home of twenty-eight generations 

of one family, from the reign of H enry II to the present 

day, being mentioned in the Pipe Rolls of 1 170-71, 1171-72, 

1188-89, and 1201-2, as being held by N igel de G re sle y a; 

and the manor has been held ever since by his descendants, 

though their other properties, many of which marched with 

it, have nearly all passed into other hands. In the reign 

of K ing John, W illiam  de G resley holds the manor of the 

king, by the annual payment of a bow, quiver, and twelve 

arrows, but how long this ancient tenure was kept up is 

not known. In the year 1323 a robbery occurs, Johanna 

G resley’s ‘ strong box ’ being broken into, though what was 
taken is not stated. Except the statement, now in the British 

Museum, that in the year 1548 Drakelowe is a manor 

(6 messuages, 1000 acres of pasture, 100 acres of land, 

50 acres o f meadow, 50 acres of wood, and a watermill), 

held as in 1522, and others of a similar nature which occur 

from time to time, there are scarcely any facts from an 

historical point of view worth chronicling, and one may

M

S ee h o w ­
ever p. 33.
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The Gresleys o f Drakelowe

ClIAP. VIII. be permitted to regret that the ancient privilege o f gallows, 

and all that it implied, which was granted to S ir  Geoffrey 

G resley in 1330, has passed into desuetude, and is now, like 

many other good old customs, ‘ more honoured in the breach 

than in the observance/ I f  this had not been the case 

there would in all probability have been a few incidents 

worth relating!

Leland in 1540 records that ‘ S ir G eorge G resley dwelleth 

at the Manor Place o f Colton, and hath a great park there 

upon T rent a mile lower than Haywood, he hath upon Trent 

a mile lower than Burton town a very large manor place and 

park at Draekelo.’ T h is park (including the pleasure grounds 

and that part now called ‘ T h e  W arren/ and in old times 

‘ T h e H are P a rk ’) is nearly 580 acres in extent, o f which 

the D eer Park contains 207 a cre s; it is fairly well wooded, 

and in spite o f the gales which in recent years have done 

much damage, there are still a good many fine old trees 

dotted about it, especially beeches and oaks, while some 

o f the limes near the house are really very fine trees. But 

it is the pleasure grounds and gardens which are the chief 

beauty o f the place, many of the hollies and yew s lining 

the walks being well over 30 feet in height. Most of the 

latter are ‘ faced ’ in the old-fashioned way. W hen these 

w ere laid out is not known, but the rose garden and round 

garden have an eighteenth-century air about them, and 

probably date from that period, if  not before.

W ith  regard to the present house, it is not known when 

it was built, nor is it easy, even to the architect’s eye, to 

determine the point, the fact being that it has been much 

altered and added to at different times. It is probable, 

however, that the greater part as it stands is of no very 

great antiquity, much of it being built in 1723, a date which 

appears on the head of an old leaden water-pipe; but it is 

on exactly the same site as the ancient building, portions 

o f which are incorporated in the present structure, and 

when some restorations w ere being done in S ir  R oger’s 

time, some work was come upon said to be Norman. It was

162
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Drakelowe

he who built the present billiard-room, and the bed-room 

and dressing-room over it, and he also partially refaced the 

west front o f the house, and in fact altered it considerably. 
Probably the most interesting room in the house is that 

known as the large dining-room; it is, roughly, 42 feet 

in length, by 25 in width, and 20 feet high. T h e  walls 

and ceiling are entirely painted over, and represent the 
scenery near the Peak in Derbyshire. A  wooden palisade, 

painted green and fixed against the wall, does duty for the 

modern dado, and makes the entire circuit of the room, 

with gates for the doors, and the mantelpiece is composed 

o f Derbyshire spar, with a masque in the centre. The 
design, which is a bold, not to say an ambitious one, 

including as it does trees almost life-size, a river meandering 

between rocks and under wooded banks, is carried out 

in a masterly manner, and while the proportions of the 

room are not interfered with, an impression o f size is 

produced in harmony with such a scene. It was executed 

in about 1790, it is believed, by Paul Sandby, a well-known 

artist; and a kind of distemper, not oils, is the medium 

employed. T he other rooms are not particularly remarkable 

in any w a y ; most of them are panelled, and they contain 

a good deal of antique furniture, china, and tapestry, also 

a small collection of bronzes and ivories. Som e of the 

old beds are very handsome, and the carving elaborate, 

yet with a certain rudeness about it. Five of them are oak 

and two of eb o n y; of these one of the former undoubtedly 

dates from the time of Queen Elizabeth, the other four are 
only a few years later, one bearing the date 1620 let into 

the head. T h e  two ebony beds are quite different in 

character, being Portuguese or Spanish work of the 

seventeenth century. Apparently there is no record as 

to where they came from, or when they were first put in 

the house; possibly they may have been procured by 

W alsingham G resley when he went to Spain in Charles the 

First’s reign. Am ongst the objects of interest in the house 

is a beautiful contemporary model of a 74-gun ship of

C h a p . VIII.

M 2
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i 6 8 The Gresleys of Drakelozve

C h a p . V I I I . 60. Picture of a gentleman in blue, with wig: perhaps Sir William

Bowycr.

61. Picture of a gentleman in brown coat with silver buttons, carrying

a dog in his hand: in a black frame: probably Sir Thomas 

Gresley, 4th Bart.

62. Picture of a Lady, in blue dress, with flowers in her left hand: in

a black frame : probably Gertrude, Lady Gresley, ne'e Grammer, 

2nd wife of the preceding.

63. Portrait of a Lady, said to be Queen Henrietta Maria.

64. Portrait of a child with dog.

P o r t r a i t s  a t  55 G r e a t  C u m b e r l a n d  P l a c e ,  L o n d o n  ; 

all from Nether Seile.

65. Sir Thomas Gresley, 2nd Bt., d. 1699.

66. Thomas Gresley, Esq., 2nd son of the 2nd Bt. (?), d. 1743.

67. Mrs. Gresley, ne'e Vincent, d. 1769 : by Sir Joshua Reynolds.

68. Sir Nigel Gresley, 6th Bt., d. 1787 : in naval uniform : a miniature.

69. Mrs. Gresley, ne'e Gresley, d. 1806, with her two nieces Mrs. Levett

(d. 1845) and Mrs. Heathcote, ne'e Gresley (d. 1813): a slightly 

coloured drawing by J. R. Smith.

70. Miss Hannah Vincent, d. 1808: by Sir Joshua Reynolds.

71. Miss Gresley.

72. Miss Gresley.

P o r t r a i t s  a t  B a r t o n  u n d e r  N e e d w o o d .

73. Rev. Sir William Nigel Gresley, 9th Bt., d. 1847: by Buehner.

74. Ditto, a miniature.

75. Georgina Ann, Lady Gresley, ne'e Reid, a miniature.

(Note.— The pictures of scenery, the tapestry, the china, the stained 

glass windows and other treasures of the house cannot be here described.)
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A P P E N D I X  A

N O T E S  R E L A T I N G  T O  T H E  C A S T L E , P R I O R Y  

A N D  C H U R C H  O F  G R E S L E Y

A . G R E S L E Y  C A S T L E .

T h e  traveller from Burton to Leicester, just before he ap­

proaches G resley  station, about four miles from Burton, may 

notice high above him on a hill to the left, one of those green 
knolls which are so attractive to the antiquary. T h e first glance 

will show him that it is no natural eminence, but a mound raised 

either for sepulture or for defence. In the present case, the name 
o f  the village, the traditions o f the place, and the disturbed surface 
o f the field to the north and east o f the mound suffice to prove that 
these are the visible remains o f G resley Castle.

T h e  mound is circular, and even at the present time over 
twenty feet high, and perhaps 100 yards in circuit at the base, but 

must have been more imposing before the levelling forces o f 

Nature had worn it down. Its shape and position, however, serve 
to recall the old Norman earth-mounds on which the donjon keep 
was erected, and which was the earliest, as it seems likely to be 

the latest, form o f defensive fortification. It is quite possible that 
surface excavations in the surrounding field would reveal the 

outline o f the courtyards and gatew ay of the Castle, but till this 

is done it is unsafe to venture on anything more than a conjecture 
that these lay chiefly to the north o f the keep in the direction o f 
the high-road. T here is still a deep fosse round the mound.

No record whatever has come down to us o f the building o f 
the place. A ll that can be said is that when Drakelowe was 

depopulated at the close o f the eleventh century a the vill o f G resley 

profited by its neighbour’s fall, and became the abode o f the first
Sec p. 23.
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172 The Gresleys of Drakelowe

Arp. A. 

b See p. 25.

0 See at foot.

d See p. 26.

0 See p. 27.

e* Heathcote.

Gresley. In about 1150 we find a deed o f the Earl o f C hester b 

dated ‘ apud G reselegam ,’ and it is natural to assume that W illiam  

Fitz-N igel de G resley had before then planned or begun the forti­

fications, probably adapting them to suit a pre-existing mound c : 

but whether the outer works were m ilitary or domestic, cannot be 

determined, nor does the name o f Castle G resley  occur before 

1268d. T h e  building must have been abandoned by about that 

date, or we should have found some mention o f it in existing 

documents.

B. G R E S L E Y  P R I O R Y .

On a ridge o f high ground, about a mile east o f the Castle, but 

separated from it by a wide valley, stood the P riory o f G resley, 

built by W illiam  Fitz-N igel de G resley, who probably died in 

n 6 6 e. It was dedicated to St. George, and contained Canons 

R egular o f the order o f St. Augustine. T h e following account by 

the R ev. J. M. G resley gives a description o f the excavations 

undertaken by him in 1861, the results o f which are shown in the 

plan o f the p r io r y :—

The Priory of St. George of Gresley, Derbyshire. 

(Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 1861, 8°.)

In the reign of King Henry the First, a . d . 1100-1135, William 
de Gresley, son of Nigel de Stafford (mentioned in Doomsday-Book), 
founded near his Castle of Gresley, Derbyshire, a small Priory of 
Canons Regular of the Order of St. Augustine, dedicated to St. George. 
It subsequently received other grants of land; and shortly before the 
first dissolution of Monasteries in 1536 by Henry the Eighth, it was 
found possessed of property in Gresley, Linton, Swadlingcote, Harth- 
cote6*, Newton, Boothorpe, Seile, Donisthorpe, Oakthorpe, Chilcote,and 
Foremark, and of the rectory of Lullington, of the clear value of 
Z31 65. od. per annum. In 1543 the King sold the site of the Priory 
and the bulk of its estates to Henry Criche, probably one of the many 
speculators in Monastic property at that period. Thirteen years after­
wards it passed to Sir Christopher Alleyne, of the Mote, in Kent, the 
first of that family who settled at Gresley, son of Sir John Alleyne, 
twice Lord Mayor of London in the reign of Henry the Eighth, who 
by his will gave a rich gold collar and jewel to be worn by the Lord 
Mayor and his successors. From the Alleynes it passed in the last 
century to the Meynells, and afterwards to the Gresleys of Drakelow.

c In the eleventh and twelfth centuries the natural form of keep would be 
square, unless an existing mound made a circular or nearly circular shape more 
convenient*
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204 The Gresleys of Drakelozve

A p p . B.
U ftcn  in South Winfield (Uffcnton).

(Dcrb.: 22 m. NNE. of Drakelowe.) This manor was held by ‘ Nigel ’ 
of Ralph fitz-Hubert: but the elder line at least of the Gresleys retained 
none of the lands so held.

U lselei. See Wolseley.

W a lto n  on T ren t.

(Staff.: 2 m. SW, of Drakelowe.) Occurs in xi, xv£-xvii.

W e tle y .

(Staff.: near Cheadle.) Occurs in iii.

W h itm o re (Witemore).

(Staff.: 32 m. WNW . of Drakelowe.) In 1086 ‘ Nigel’ held Whitmore 
under Ricardus Forestarius (Richard Chenvin, chief Forester of 
Cannock), but the Gresleys soon lost this.

W in d esers. See Winshill.

W in sh ill (Windesers ?).

(Derb. : 3 m. NNE. of Drakelowe.) Nigel in 1086 held six carucates 
from Henry de Ferrers in Windesers, which is recorded under Leicester­
shire, but is probably Winshill in Derbyshire : see Linton. Winshill is 
recorded as part of the Gresley property in the time of the first Gresley 
(William, i), but not afterwards.

W o ls e le y  (Ulselei).

(Staff.: 13! m. W. of Drakelowe.) This manor was held in 1086 by 
‘ Nigel ’ from the Bishop of Chester: and was retained by the Gresleys, 
occurring in ii, vi, ix, xvii.

W o lverh am pto n .

(Staffordshire.) Occurs in viii.

W o o d h o u se. See Tutbury.

W y v e le y .

Occurs in vii, but has not been certainly identified.

Y o x a ll.

(Staff.: 6 m. W. by S. of Drakelowe.) Occurs in xi and xiv.
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A P P E N D I X  C

T H E  G R E S L E Y  A R M S , S E A L S , C R E S T , A N D  M O T T O .

A r m s  a n d  S e a l s .

T h e  G resley arms are Vaire ermine and gules, and there can be 
little doubt that they are derived from the arms o f the Ferrers 

family, which were V aire or and gules. It was not uncommon 
in the thirteenth century for tenants to adopt on some fitting 

occasion the arms o f their feudal lords, but with a slight difference 

for distinction’s sake, such as a change o f tincture or an added 
bordure. A  curious example o f arms passing with differences 

through the families o f Luttrell, Furnival, Eccleshall and Clarell 
m ay be seen in H unter’s South Yorkshire (1831) ii. 52.

Arm orial bearings may be said to have come into ordinary use 

in the last quarter o f the twelfth century, and we may surmise

that, some years after the Ferrers exempted W illiam  de G resley
from all but a nominal service in respect o f D rakelowe in about 

a . d . 1200, the latter assumed by permission the Ferrers arms 
with a change of tincture.

T h e actual evidence about the arms is as fo llow s:— the earliest 

G resley seal, as has been noticed at p. 28, is one o f Ralph de 

G resley, uncle o f the W illiam  ju st mentioned, o f which a facsimile 
is given by Jeayes on the plate opposite p. 25 o f the Gresley
Charters, bearing the number 4. On this there is no trace o f

armorial bearings. T h e second seal is one o f W illiam  himself, stated 
to be * early thirteenth century/ also without arms (see p. 32). But 
on the seal o f his son Geoffrey, o f  about 1240 at latest, occur 

the arms V aire ermine and gules, which is their first occurrence: 

and this date is also that o f the first recorded instance o f the 
Ferrers arm sa. A  facsimile o f a poor impression o f the seal 
is given by Jeayes (plate opposite p. 83, no. 40 A). S o  too the

0 Planche in 
Journ. of 
Archaeol. 
A ssn. vii 
(1852). 226.
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206 The Gresleys of Drakelowe

A r p . C .

b Staff. Visitn,
1583-

c Line. Visitn. 
o f 1592, ad­
ditions, as pr. 
in the Genea­
logist, O .S. iv. 
IXO.

d Brit. Mus. 
M S. Cotton 
Calig. C. 5, 
fol. 59 : 
printed in 
Glover's 
Derbyshire i. 
(1829) app. 
p. 61.
e Salt Soc. iii. 
2. 85 (with 
p late ): see 
also Brit. 
Mus. MS. 
Harl. 2203, 
fol. 14.
1 I n a  paper 
at Drake­
lowe.

seal o f  G eoffrey’s son W illiam , about 1240-50, is almost identical 

with his father’s (Brit. Mus. Add. Ch. 21491; Birch, Brit. M us. 

Seals 10243), although during his father’s lifetime he only bore 

a fleur-de-lys on his seal (Jeayes, as above, no. 40 B). T h ese 

evidences sufficiently establish the coat in the first half o f the 

thirteenth century.

T h e testimony m ay be carried on by means o f seals and written 

records. S ir  Geoffrey de G resley, who died in 1305 or 1306, 

bore the same arms on his seal (Jeayes, as above, no. 103): and 

the two R olls o f Arm s o f about 1295, printed in the Archceologia 
x x x ix . 412, 433, testify that S ir  G eoffrey bore 'V a ir y  ermine and 

gules* or ' gules and ermine.* A nd in 1315 the Parliam ent R oll, 

printed from Brit. Mus. M S. Cotton Calig. A . 18 in Parliamentary 
Writs (Record Office Publication) i. 411, states that 'S ir e  Peres de 

G resle* bore ‘ verree de goules e de ermyne.* A fter this the 

witness o f rolls o f arms becomes so frequent and uniform that 
it need not be quoted.

A fter the D e W asten eys connexion in the second h alf o f the 

fourteenth century, the arms o f the head o f the family b ecam e:—  

Q u a rte rly b 1st and 4th V aire  ermine and gules, for Gresley: 

2nd and 3rd sable a lion rampant argent collared gules, for 

Wasteneys. Shortly  after the baronetcy was conferred, when 

Colton had been sold in about 1609, the W asten eys arms dropped 

out, so that the original G resley  arms are still the authorized ones, 

with the addition in the case o f the head o f the family o f the badge 

o f U lster.

T h e  variations have been slight and unimportant. O ccasionally 

the coat has been blazoned gu les and ermine instead of ermine 

and gules. T h e  Lincolnshire G resleys blazoned the ermine as 

' argent guttee de p o ix c * which means the same.

C r e s t .

T h e family crest is a L ion  passant ermine, armed langed and 

collared gules. T h e earliest occurrence that I have noted is in 

I5 I3> where in a list o f C ap tain sd engaging in the foreign 

campaign o f that year occurs ' S ir  W ill. G resley  bayreth assure 

a L yon  sylver passant and gow rdes gold.* In some later cases 

however the lion is statant and ermine, as in the Staffordshire 

Visitation o f 1583% where some M S S . even exhibit a lion’s head 

couped argent, collared gules. In about a . d . 1700, G rego ry  

K in g f, Lancaster Herald, criticizing the proposed monument o f
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The Gresley Arm s, Seals, Crest, and Motto 207

S ir  W illiam  G resley who died in 1699, writes ‘ A s  to the C rest 
o f Gresley,' I find it in one book onely to be a lion passant argent, 
the tail extended. But all the other books a r e ’ a lion statant 
ermine collared g u le s : but the testimony o f the m ilitary list o f 

1513 inclines the balance in favour o f the lion passant, while 

the tincture may be pronounced to be ermine.

M o t t o .

T h e motto is ‘ M eliore fide quam fortuna’ ( 'W ith  better fealty 
than fortune’), but I have not noticed any occurrence o f it earlier 
than the eighteenth century.

App. C.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



A P P E N D I X  D

ft Cheth. Soc. 
x . 50, cf. 40. 
b It is doubt­
ful whether 
Robert or his 
son was the 
first Baron by 
Tenure and 
Lord of Man­
chester.
c Rolls Ser. 
lxxix. 258.

T H E  G R E L L Y S , B A R O N S  O F  M A N C H E S T E R , A N D  

O T H E R  F A M I L I E S  O F  S I M I L A R  N A M E  B U T  U N ­

C O N N E C T E D  W I T H  T H E  G R E S L E Y S

i. T h e  G r e l l y s , B a r o n s  o f  M a n c h e s t e r .

T h i s  fam ily is commonly in some w ay interwoven with the early 
G resleys, with whom it has in reality no kind o f connexion. In 

general the original records keep the forms G relly, Grailli, G reilli 
or occasionally G resle or G reslet for this branch, and only on 

a very few occasions spell it as G resley. A  short account o f the 

G rellys is how ever necessary, to enable readers to distinguish 
clearly between the two families.

T h e  chief authorities for the G rellys a r e :— W . R . W hatton 

in the M anchester L iterary S ociety ’s Transactions, N. S., iv. (1824), 

p. 473 sqq., D ugdale’s Baronage, i. 608, Baine’s Lancashire, ed. 

Croston, ii (1889) 27-9, B lore’s Rutland 99, H arland’s Man­
chester (Chetham Soc. liii, lvi). Collectanea Topographica, vii. 17-18 ,

S . H ibbert’s History of the Foundations in Manchester, vol. 2 (1834), 

p. 217 : to which the reader is referred for a fuller account.

T h e arms o f the family were, Gules three bendlets enhanced or.

T h e  first of the name who occurs in records is A lb e r t de G relly  
who is found in the Dom esday Su rvey o f 1086 as owning land 

in Lancashire, and occurs also in 1094. T w o sons o f him are 

recorded, Robert and Alan a.
R o b e r t (first Baron G relle  and L ord  o f M an chester11?) is not 

infrequently confused with the Robert de G resley o f p. 29. H e 
was the founder o f Swineshead A bbey in Lincolnshire in a . d . 

1134, and appears to have had, by his wife Beatrix, a younger 

son B ern a rd 0 as well as Albert.

R obert’s son A lb ert, second Baron G relly, generally  distin­

guished from his son as 'sen e x ,’ married A gnes daughter o f
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The Grellys, &c. 209

W illiam  Fitz-Nigel, Baron o f Halton in Cheshire. In the Life o f  
St. William o f Norwich by Thom as o f Monmouth (published in 

1896) there is a chapter 'D e  Niso Alberti Gressle mire curato,’ 
in which Albert is describedd as having cured the sickness o f  
his favourite falcon in a . d . 1154 by praying to St. W illiam , and 
as having gone with his father, to fulfil his vow o f an annual 

offering, to Norwich, where the author o f the Life spoke with them 
both. A lbert must have died before n  74, when his heir Albert 
was in the K in g ’s custody and 11 years old. O f  his three 
daughters, Emma married Orme the son o f Ailward, and Amabel 

was the wife o f Geoffrey T rezgoz. It is possible that the third 

daughter was the Barbara who occurs in an inexplicable pedigree 

o f the Quadrings, to be found in E. O ldfield’s Wainfleet (Lond. 
1829), p. 217, and in Visitations o f Lincolnshire in the Genealogist, 
O ld Series, iv. 269, vi. 277. T his Barbara or Berseba is the 
daughter o f ‘ S ir  Robert G risley K night,’ and seems to be o f 

about the date 1230-50: she is recorded to have married Hamon 
son o f Geoffrey Quadring, and had a son James. I f  this Barbara 
be a G resley and not a Grelly, I cannot place her in any known 
pedigree. On the other hand some authorities give the name 
o f A lbert’s third daughter as Edith, and state that she married 
Gilbert de Nocton.

A lb e rt the third Baron (‘ Juvenis ’) was born about 1162 or 1163, 
and married Isabel Basset, but died before 1183, leaving a son, 

R obert, fourth Baron, born about 1180, who married M argery 

(or Alicia) de Longchamp, and was a prominent member of the 

Barons’ party in 1214-5 at Stam ford e, occurring also as a witness 
to the confirmation o f Magna Charta by H enry III, on Feb. 11, 
i2 2 f. H e died in about 1230, and was succeeded by his son, 

T h o m a s (fifth Baron), who was also a person o f mark, and in 

1258-9 was made W arden  o f the K in g ’s Forests south o f the Trent. 

H is wife was Christiana Ledet, and he seems to have died in 
1261, leaving three sons, Peter a C lerk in H o ly  Orders, H erbert 
who died without issue, and (the eldest) Robert, which last died 
in his father’s lifetime, leaving a son,

R o b e rt (sixth Baron), grandson and heir o f Thom as. H e 
was born in about 1252 and in 1279-80 married H aw yse daughter 

o f  John de B u rgh e*, but at his death in 1283 left only a son and 
daughter. T h e former was T h o m as, seventh Baron, born about 

1278, who died unmarried in 1347. H e was summoned by writ 
as a Baron to the Parliaments o f 1308 and 13 11, and it was he 

who granted to the (then) little town o f M anchester its great 

t  P

A p p . D.

d p. 258.

e Matth. Paris 
Chron. Maj. 
(R. S . lvii) ii. 
585 : Roger 
of YVendover 
(R . S . xxxiv) 
ii. 114, cf. 170.

e*  H is wife 
Cecily was 
sister of John 
Baliol, King 
of Scotland 
1292-1314, 
and daughter 
of John Baliol 
and Dervorgu- 
illa (Surtees’ 
Durham iv. 
60).
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246 The Gresleys o f Drakelowe

P e d . X IX .

C o v e n try ,
E a r ls  o f  

C o v e n try.

C O V E N T R Y

(Arms :— sable a fesse ermine between three crescents or.)

I
Thomas Henry C., 
b. March 27, 1721 : 

d. unm. May 20, 

1744

May Alicia, 

b. 1754 
Anne Margaret, 

b. 1757

William Coventry, 
5th Earl of Coventry, 

d. March 18, 175J

George William C., 
6th Earl of Coventry, 

b. April 26, 1722 : 
d. Sept. 3, 1809

Elizabeth (Allen), 
d. Nov. 23,1738

1. (1752) Maria (Gunning), the 
well-known beauty, who 
d. Sept. 30, 1760

2. (1764) Barbara (St. John), 
dau. of Lord St. John : she 
d. Nov. 25, 1804

John C., b. 1765 Barbara
Thomas William

George William, =  1. (1777) Lady Catherine (Hen- 
7th Earl of Coventry, ley), dau. of the Earl of

b. April 25, 1758 : Northington : she d. with-
d. March 26, 1831 out issue March 9, 1779

=p2. (1783) Peggy, dau. of Sir 
Abraham Pitches: she d. 
Jan. 15, 1840

I I I I
George William, 8th 

Earl of Coventry, b. 
Oct. 16, 1784, =  !. 
(1808) Lady Emma 
Susanna (Lygon), 
dau. of Earl Beau­
cham p: =  2. (1811) 
Lady Mary (Beau- 
clerk), dau. of the 
Duke of St. Albans. 
H e d. May 15, 1843 

Augusta Margaret, b. 
1785, =  Gen. W il­
loughby Cotton 

Georgiana Catherine, 
b. 1786, =  M. W . 
Barnes, Esq.

Emily Elizabeth, d. in 
infancy

II II I I
John C., b. 1789 
Thomas Henry C., 

d. in infancy 
Thomas H enry C., 

b. 1792 
Jane Emily, b. 

1794
William James C., 

b. 1797 
Barbara, b. 1799, 

=  Lieut.-Col. 
Crawfurd

S ir  R oger: 
G resley

Sophia Catherine, 
b. Nov. 30, 1801: 

d. March 29,

1875 '

Sophia Editha, 
b. and d. 1823
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Pedigrees 247

P e d . XX. 

Curzon.

C U R Z O N

(Arms :— azure on a bend between two lions rampant argent three popinjays vert.)

William de Curzon, Elizabeth (Gifford) 
occ. 1378-1411

John C. =pCiceley 
of Croxall, occ.

1421-41

| xii
John C., =^=Senecha (or Innocentia) 

d. Apr. 4, 1450 Gresley

1
Thomas C . , ^  Margaret

1 1 1 1
William C.

1 1 1
Elizabeth

d. Aug. 8, (Hartington) Ralph C. Alice

1485 John C. Margaret
Richard C.

John C., 
d. young

John C., =  
d. 1500

:Anne (Ashby) Mary, 
d. young

Rich. Ussher’s Parish of Croxall (1881), 
pp. 5-6, ped. opp. p. 10.
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P e d . X X I. 

D arell.

D erby.

248 The Gresleys of Drakelowe

D A R E L L

(Arms :— azure a lion rampant or armed langed and crowned gules.)

Thomas Chichele, =7= Agnes (Pyncheon) 
d. 140  ̂ I

William Darell =F Emma

I I
Marmaduke D. 
William D. of 

Littlecot

Henry C., 
archbp. of 

Canterbury, 
d. 1443

Sir Robert C., 
Ld. Mayor of 

ndon,
1440

William C. =j=Beatrice 
(Barret)

John Darell, : 
Steward to Archbp. 
Chichele : occ. 1404. 

His 1 st wife was 
Joane Barret, and 

their issue were 
the Darells of 

Colehill:

: Florence, who had 
mar. 1st Nicholas 

Peachey, and 2nd 
John Burton

I I I
William C., archdn.

of Canterbury 
John C.
Agnes or Elizabeth 

=: Thomas Dee

Thomas Darell: 
of Scotney 

(only child)

x iv
^Thomasine, dau. of 

Sir John Gresley

Henry D. =  Elizabeth 
(Cheney)

Sir Simon Agnes 
Harcourt, 

d. 154!

Florence —  1. ...Hopton
=  2. Nicholas Petyt 
=  3. John Fallowfield

Stemmata Chicheleana (1765) tables 1, 21, 
108, 219 : suppl. (1775), pp. viii, xi. 

Hasted’s Kent ii. 380, iii. 224-5. 
Nottinghamshire Visitations, 1569, 1614. 
Archseologia Cantiana xvii. 46.

D E R B Y

See F E R R E R S
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P e d . X X II. 

D ethick.

D E T H I C K  of Newhall

(Arms :— argent a fess vaire or and gules between three water-bougets sable.)

William Dethick =p Anne (Bradbourne)

Thomas D. =p Anne
(Rolleston)

William D. Margery =  Robt. Milward (see pedi-
= . . .  Alsop gree xli)

Edward D. Dorothy =  Thomas Gresley (xvi)
=  ... ... = : Dyonise Cramphorne

Humphrey D. Margaret =  1. Tho. Finderne
=  ... =  2. Philip Okeover

Anne =  Rich. Rollesley 
Emma =  James Sacheverell 
Elizabeth =  Ralph Leigh ) brothers 
Anne =  Thomas Leigh \ brothers

Humphrey D.,=p Elizabeth (Longford) 
occ. 1569

I I I
Robert D.
Helen
Agnes = . . .  Barbor 
Elizabeth =  Ralph Leeson

| xviii
Francis D. =  Katharine Gresley Alexander Redish =f= Katharine

I
Clement Coke =  Sarah

Note. The Dorothy Dethick who married John Harpur (see ped. X X X III) was 
the daughter and heiress of John Dethick of Breadsall, a distant connexion of the 
Newhall Dethicks. Her name came from her grandmother, Mrs. Dorothy Pow trell: 
she was born in 1589, and died on Jan. 12, i6 i f .

Genealogist, N.S., vii. 79-80. 
Derbyshire Visitations, 1569 and 1611. 
Derbyshire Archaeol. Soc. vi, opp. p. 1.
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P e d . X X III. 

D ix w e ll.

D I X W E L L

(Arms :— argent a chevron gules between three fleurs-de-lys sable.)

William Dixwell, =j= Elizabeth (Knight) 
occ. 1593

I I I
Humphrey D.=|= Ann or Elinor (Low) Charles D. nine others

Robt. Price =  Mary Sampson Erdeswick =  Elizabeth Ann == 1. Edw. Broughton
xvii

2. Simon Gresley

Warwickshire Visitation, 1619.

D udley, D U D L E Y

See SU T T O N
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P e d . X X IV. 

Dyott.

D Y O T T

(Arms :— or a tiger passant sable.)

Anthony Dyott, =]= Catherine (Harcourt),
of Lichfield, d. 1602

barrister

Sir Richard D.,^= Dorothy, dau. and
royalist, M.P., 

d. March 8, 
i6§£, aged 69

heir of Rich. 
Dorrington, Esq., 
of Stafford : she 
d. Aug. 17, 1632

I I
Robert D., in 

H oly Orders 
John D.

Mary =  Silas Taylor 
Catherine

Anthony D., =  Barbara, 
d. without dau. of
issue sur- James

viving, June Ingram
28, 1662

Richard D., =pi. 
royalist: d.

Nov. 5, 1677: 
bur. at Lich­

field

(Feb. 7, i66|)
Katharine G resley  
(x x ) : d. June 29, 
1667 : bur. at Lich­
field
(Apr. 28, 1670) 

Anne (Green)

I I I I
Matthew =  Mary 

(Babington) 
John
Simon = : Jane 

(Bainbrigge) 
Michael, d. Mar. 

16, i66|

Richard D. 
b. 1667 : 
d. 1719

Frances (Inge), his 
cousin : bapt. Aug. 

2, 1667 : marr. 
Sept. 20, 1685 : 

bur. Dec. 12, 1702

Richard D.,: 
bapt. June 

3, 1687

Mary (Lane) Frances 
=  Christopher 

Sanders, of 
Shareshill, co. 

Staff.

Shaw’s Staffordshire i. 362.
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P e d . X X V .  

Egerton.

E G E R T O N

(Arms :— gules a fess between three pheons argent.) 

Hugh Egerton, =p Margaret, dau. of
d. 1479 John Dutton :

she d. 1499

John E., = 1 .  ... Cotes 
of W rinhill,=p2. Alice, dau. of Sir John

d. 1494 G resley (xiv)
3. Elenor, dau. of Sir R. 

Brereton

Will. Chetwynd, =  Alice, 
murdered 1494 d. 1534

Sir Henry =p Ellen 
Willoughby

Henry Marmion =  Isabel

Hugh

Cheshire Visitation, 1580.
Gresley Chartulary, p. 60.
H. E. C. Stapylton’s Chetwynds (1892), 

p. 125.
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W A L C O T  a n d  O T T L E Y  a n d  O A K E L E Y  a n d  R E ID  p * d. l x i v .

W a lc o t
(Walcot arms :— argent a bend [or, a chevron] between three chess 

rooks ermine.
Ottley arms :— argent on a bend azure three oat-sheaves or. 

Oakeley arms :— argent on a fesse between three crescents gules as 
many fleurs-de lys or.

Reid arms :— argent an eagle displayed with two heads sable charged 
on the breast with an escutcheon gules.)

and
O ttle y

and
O a k e le y

and
R eid.

Humphrey Walcot Alice, dau. of Rich. Halsey

Humphrey W . =j= Anne (Docwra) Richard W . :
XIX

: ? Elizabeth (Gresley)

I I I
Sir Tho. W . =r

*
Humphrey W . 
William W.

I
John W . =p 1. Elizabeth

_______ I (Lucy)
| =p 2. Elizabeth

(Clarke)

Sir Samuel -j- Elizabeth 
Baldwyn

Humphrey W ., 
b. 1633, M.P.

u 1 m i l  1Elizabeth
Ann
Charles W . 
(Barbara gg*) 
Sarah 
John W . 
George W . 
Thomas W . 
Alice 
Beatrice

1. William Oakeley Barbara, who
who had first 

=  Mary 
(Waring)

Thomas Ottley, ^E lizabeth,
z2.  Sir W illiam  
G resley (xxi)

of Pitchford, 
b. 1650, d. 1695

d. 1725

M I . 1
Richard O. William-y-Catherine four 
John O. O. I (Mosely) chil­

dren

i
Rev. W ill. 0 .^ ( 1 7 4 9 )  Christian 

' (Strachan), d.

' 1790

Sir Charles 0 ., =  (i777) Helena 
Bart., Governor (Beatson) 

of Madras

* J  I ! IMary Rev. 
John Davies 

Richard O. 
Thomas O. 
Laetitia == Sir 

Philip Jack­
son

I
Adam O., 

b. 1 6 8 5 ,  

d. 1752

XXII

Bridget (Gresley)

Tho. 0 .=p Catherine 
(Jenkin- 

son)

GeorgeReid,*: 
Esq., of 

Jamaica : b. 
1777 : d. Jan. 

25, 1827

! I
Rev. Adam O., 

d. 1798 
Bridget, d. 

1743

Louisa, 4th dau., 
5th child, out of 

13

Adam Ottley, b. 1 7 4 5 ,  

d. 1807, in whom the 
male line of Ottleys of 

Pitchford, after 13 
generations, ended

Georgina A nn, w ho  
=  the R ev. Sir W ill. 
Nigel Gresley (xxv)

Gen. Sir Charles Reid, K.C.B., 
the distinguished Indian officer.

Bodl. MS. 22,087 (Blakeway'ljfoll. 2ioa, 440-5. 
Information from Lord Hawkesbury, who is 

descended from an uncle of Catherine 
Jenkinson, and whose grandfather was 
adopted by the last Ottley as his heir. 

Information from Lady Gresley.

* George Reid was descended from the Reids of Collistown, Aberdeenshire. His father was one of 
the richest commoners in England, from his Jamaica estates, and rented Watlington Hall in Norfolk. 
His mother was a Miss Myers, said to have been connected with the Portuguese Royal Family of Braganza.

U 2
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Ped. LXV.
Walsh.

W A L S H , of W anlip, co . Leicester

(Arms :— gules two bars argent over all a bend of the second.)

Roger le Walsh =j= Maud, dau. and coheir of Henry 
de Anlep (Wanlip)

Sir Will, le W .,= F ...

I
Will, le W . 

clerk
Sir Roger le W ., 
d. without issue

Robert le W.=i= Elizabeth

Sir John le W.,=f=... 
occ. 1320-46

Sir Thomas le W ., ^ K ath arin e (W ill
occ. 1392: 
d. bef. 1421

dated 1421)

Sir W ill, le W ., John le W ., =  
Isabella (Grey): 

d. without
occ. 1421 : 

d. without issue

xi
Sir Thomas Margaret 
de Gresley

Thomas, 
occ. 1421, 

and insane, 

1439

Elizabeth, 
=  Sir John 
Boyvill bef. 

1422

Richard =F Elinor 
le W ., 

occ.
1421-50

(Waldeife)

Katherine, 
occ. 1421

Nichols’ Leic. iii. 1100, corrected by the W ill 
of Lady Margaret Walsh, dated 1421.
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W alsing- 
ham .

P ed . L X V I.

W A L S IN G H A M

(Arms :— paly of six pieces argent and sable a fess gules.)

James Walsingham,: 
d. 1540

: Elinor (Writtle)

Sir Edmund W.,=j= Katherine, dau. of 
d. i5|3  John Gunter

William W . - r  Joyce 
(Denny)

Sir Thomas: 
W ., of 

Beadhay, 
Kent : d.

1583

Dorothy, dau. of 
Sir John Guilford 
(d. 1584), and of 
his wife Barbara, 

dau. of Lord 
Delawarr

T'
3 daughters

Sir Francis =  1. 
W ., Seer, 

of State
to Qu. 

Elizabeth 
b. abt. 

i5 3 6 » d. 

1590

2.

Anne (Barnes), 
d. without is­
sue

Ursula (St. 
Barbe)

5 daughters

Sir Thomas W .
X V I I

Sir Thomas Katharine 
Gresley

3 sons 
5 daughters

Frances =  1. Sir Philip Sid- Mary 
ney

2. Robt., 2nd Earl
of Essex

3. Richard, Earl
of Clanricard

Brit. Mus. MS, Harl. 807, fol. 5 : &c.
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P e d . L X V II.  

W aste­
neys.

>94 The Gresleys of Drakelowe

W A S T E N E Y S

(A rm s :— sable a lion rampant argent armed langed and collared gules.) 

G eoffrey dc W asten e ys or G a stin e y s,:
occ. 1086

...dTw .= p...

. J .
Sir W ill, de W . A lic e  (de A cton  ?) Sir G eoffrey de W .,  

Lord o f Tixall, occ. 

abt. 1120-abt. 1166

Sir W ill, de W . - p  Matthania  
I (de Colton)

R obert de W ., - p  A gath a  
occ. 1 16 5 -9 1

Sir Philip de W .,= p  Am phelis, dau. and
occ. 119 8 -12 6 6 coheiress o f R obt. 

F itz-W alte r and  
D ina

Josceus de W .,= p ...  

oce. 1202-13

Josceus de W .

Sir W ill, de W ., =p M argaret 
oce. 1224-abt. 1260

Sir W ill, de W . , Constance  
occ. 1260-90

Sir John de W ., Isabella
occ. 1282-1309 (H ay)

Sir W ill, de W .

Steph en  de W ., 

occ. 1242-76

R eginald de W . , - p . . .  
occ. 1308-26 |

W illiam  de W .,  
occ. 1332

Sir Edm und de W .,  
founder of the  

Notts, line

: Joanna Philip de W .,=j= W illelm a
(Bret) occ. 1324 j

Thom as de W .,  
occ. 1342

W illiam  de W .  
J ohn de W .  
Elizabeth  

=  Sir John  
C ornw all 

Constance

I ix
I. S ir T h o . de W .= p  Joan = 2 .  S ir  John  

(Toly) de G resley

W illiam  de W .  
Jo h n  de W .  
Thom as de W .,  

all died w ith ­

out issue

J ohn de W . 
Isabella =  

Sir R obert  
de Jortz  

7 daughters

Stephen de W.,=rr Joanna  
occ. 1335

x I.
S ir  Nicholas de G resley, =pThom asine (de
son o f Sir John G resley  
(above) b y  his first w ife  
A lice (de Sw ynnerton)

W asten eys)

Som e A ccount o f Colton b y  the R ector  
(F . Parker) (Second Edition), Birm . 

1897, p. 78.
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W I L C O C K S O N

See T O P L IS

W I L L I A M S

(Arms :— quarterly ist and 4th sable a chevron between three bulls’ heads 
caboshed argent, for Bulkeley : 2nd and 3rd gules a chevron ermine 
between three Saracens’ heads couped at the shoulders proper, for
Williams.)

Sir Robert Williams, 9th Bart., =p Anne (Hughes), 
b. 1764, d. 1830 j d. 1830

Sir Rich. Bulkeley Capt. Robert Griffith W .j^ M a r y  Anne, dau. of 8 children 
Williams-Bulkeley, b. July 26, 1809, d. Apr. 

b. 1801, d. 1875 13, 1865

*

Piers Geale, Esq., 
of Dublin : she 

d. 1894

xxvi I . M i l
Sir Thomas Gresley =j= Laura Anne

T Farmer

Franees Elizabeth
Louisa Gwyn =p (1878) Hon. Marcus P. F.

j Caulfield, nephew of 
Mary Anne Geale 
above, bro. of Viscount 
Charlemont: he d.

1895
Kathleen Emily B. =  ( i 872) Lord Arthur 

Charles Welles­
ley, b. 1842,
grandson of the 
Great Duke.

Wilcock-
son.

P e d . LXVIII. 

Williams.

Burke’s Peerage.
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P e d . LX IX . 

W ilm o t.

296 The Gresleys o f Drakelowe

W I L M O T

(Arms :— sable on a fess or between three eagles’ heads couped argent as many 
escallops gules, a canton vairy ermine and of the fourth.)

Robert Wilmot =̂ = Dorothy, dau. of
of Chadesden Laurence Shrigley 

of Chadesden

1 I xix
Robert W ., 2. Edward W ., = = Dorothy
barrister, d. b. 1605 or 1606, (Gresley),
unm. 1651 of Magd. Hall, who had

or 1657 Oxford, D. D . : married
Minister of 1. Robert

All Hallows, Milward
Derby

Sir Nicholas W .,=p Dorothy
of Osmaston, 

sergeant at 
law, d. 1682

(Harpur)

Robert W ., 
d. unm. 

1671

Edw. W ., =j= Susanna 
of Spondon j (Coke) 

*

... Roby, =  Dorothy 
of Donington

Derbyshire Pedigrees, a MS. owned by 
S. P. Wolferstan, Esq.

Foster’s Alumni Oxonienses.
Noble's Glover’s Derbyshire (1829), ii. 

208.
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W I N T E R

(Arms :— sable on a chevron between three tuns argent a chess rook azure.)

Henry Winter, =p .. .  
of Worthington, 
in Leicestershire

Robart W.=f=... (English)

George W . =pAnne (Hardwick)

xvi
Edward W ., Katherine 

occ. 1572 (Gresley\ 
occ. 1572

I
Cicely Eliza Ann Joyce

Edw, Baskerville =  Mary ... Winter =  Ann George W ., 
d. without

P e d . L X X . 

W in ter.

Leicestershire Visitation, 1619.
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PAGE

Abbot’s B rom ley........................157, 195
Abbott, Marianne Harriet, see Gres- 

ley, Marianne Harriet.
Abington, near Northampton . . .  48 
Abraham, R o b ert,^  Fitz-Abraham,

Robert.
Achetorp, see Oakthorp.
Adderley, — ......................................... 117
— C h a r le s .............................................. 242
A d garesley ................................................ 45
A d m a s to n ....................................... 75> J 95
Agard, Sir H enry....................................269
Agincourt, b a t t le ......................................52
Airmyn, Sir W illiam .............................. 299
Alberet, Mary, nte Gresley . . .1 4 4
Albini, f a m ily ...........................................15
— Nigel d e .............................................. 197
Alderwasley.............................................. 144
Aldithele, family, see Audley, family.
Aldwark, in Y o rk sh ire .......................... 55
Alert, H .M . S ...........................................149
A lfreton ......................................................93
A l g i e r s ..................................................... 73
Aller, in S o m e r s e t .............................. 107
Alleyne, Sir Christopher . 172-3,178
Allsop, — .............................................. 249
— G e o r g e .............................................. 265
—  Richard and Elizabeth, nee Greas-

l e y ......................................... 211
Allye, Mary, see Gresley, Mary.
A lr e w a s.........................46, 67, 155, 231
Alton, in Worcestershire . . . .  n
A l u r i c ......................................... 184
America, see Virginia.
Anastatic Drawing Society. . . . 1 2 3
Andrews, — ............................... 139
Annesley, Sir Francis, Vise. Valentia,

Lord Mountnorris, d. 1660 . . 77
Anningson, Mary, see Gresley, Mary.
Ansgotus, a Norman....................... 7
Anson, Sir G ................................... 125
—  George, Lord Anson, d. 1762 . . 1 1 0
A p e d a le ........................................ n o
Appleby . . .  93, 103, 118, 122, 195
—  family.........................................179
Appleton, see Budworth, Great.

PAGE

Appleton, R ic h a r d ......................178
Apps, Roger and Sarah, nte Gresley. 156
Archer, Maria Elizabeth, see Gresley, 

Maria Elizabeth.
Ardeme, family, Pedigree . . . . 2 81
—  Is a b e lla ....................................299
Arnesby (Erendesby). . . . 19, 195
Artois, Robert ii, Count of, 13th cent. 9 
Arundel, Earls of, see Fitz-Alan,

family.
Ascough, W i l l i a m ..................... 282
Ashbourne . . 45, 103, 107, 123, 211
Ashby, Little . . . .  64, 189, 195
—  de la Zouch............................... 123
—  E li z a b e t h ...............................264
A sh o v e r........................................ 124
Askew, A n n e ...............................299
Asperton.........................................131
Astbury, in Cheshire..................... 112
Astley, family, Pedigree . . . .  235
—  Sir Thomas and Dame Jane de,

nte G r e s l e y ...........................53
Aston, family, of Tixall, Pedi­

gree ..............................................236
—  Bridget, Frances and James . . 91
—  Sir E d w ard ...............................289
—  Katherine, dau. of Sir Edward, see

Gresley, Katherine.
—  Margaret....................................298
—  Roger de, Prior of Gresley. . . 1 7 6
—  Sir W a lt e r  71, 83
Atkins, Lettice, nte Gresley . . . 2 33
Attwood, Rev. George and Sarah,

nte G r e s l e y .......................... 142
—  W illia m .................................... 45
Auckland, New Zealand................ 145
Audley, Lord, of Heleigh, see Tuchet,

James, d. 1684.
—  (Aldithele), Adam de . . 27,194
 Henry d e ................................. 27
 Nicholas de............................... 194
 Petronilla d e ............................ 27
 T h o m a s.................................... 277
Augustus Frederick, Prince, son of

George I I I .......................... 125
Austen, S. C ....................................151
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Avranchc3, Richard of, Earl of 
Chester, d. 1 1 20 : Charter from
him ................................................. 19

Aw l, or Aula, William de, of Gresley 154 
Ayala, Sanchia d e ...........................240

Babington, M a r y ................................251
Batington’s conspiracy........................ 70
Babthorpe, William and Margaret,

nie G r e s le y .................................. 51
Bacon, Anthony Harley and Henrietta

Selina, nte Gresley.......................146
Bagot, Hervey, Lord Stafford . . 17
—  Isabella.......................................... 257
—  L e w i s .................................. 155, 271
—  Sir William, Lord Bagot, letter

in his possession mentioned . . 67
Bagnald, M a r y ................................ 287
Bagshaw, Jane..................................... 259
Bainbrigge, J a n e ................................ 251
Bakepuiz, in Normandy........................ 38
—  family, P e d ig r e e ........................... 237
—  Elizabeth de, see Gresley, Eliza­

beth de.
—  John and Roesia d e ........................ 38
Bakewell, in Derbyshire . . . . 1 0 7
Baldwyn, Sir Samuel and Elizabeth. 291 
Baliol, Cecily de, see Grelly, Cecily de.
Ball, family, P e d ig r e e ...................... 238
—  Elizabeth, nie Gresley . . 108,114
—  Robert and Amelia Gresley, nie

H e ll ic a r ...................................140
—  Prof. Sir Robert Stawell . . . 1 4 0
—  S a m u e l....................................... 108
Ballidon, M a r y  91, 261
—  P a u l  9 L 95
—  Sarah, nee Gresley . . . . 95,100
B allyshannon.................................. 133
Balsham, Simon, Canon of Gresley . 177
Balzac, Jean d e ................................136
Banester, A l i c e ..................................53
Banwell, in Somersetshire . . 138,142
Barbor, A g n e s ................................ 249
Barcelona, Ermensenda Countess of . 6
—  Raymond Count of, d. 1017 . . 6
Barford,. R o b e r t ................................ 243
Barlow, family, Pedigree . . . .  239
—  Sir Alexander and Dorothy 72, cf. 71
Barlow M o o r .......................................72
Barnes, M. W .......................................246
Baron, J o a n ..................................... 299
Baronets, account of their institution

in 1 6 1 1 .......................................80
Barret, E d w a r d ................................ 275
—  J o a n ............................................... 248
—  Ralph, see Basset, Ralph.
Barrow- on-S o a r ................................ 211
Barry, Major — ................................ 111
Barton in St. Decuman’s . . . . 1 5 6
— underNeedwood, 130,131,147,168,196
—  Elizabeth (A), see Gresley, Eliza­

beth.

P A G E

Barton, Elizabeth ( B ) .........................236
Barton Blount, affair there during the

Civil War, May 1645 . . . 87-8
Basford, near Nottingham . 147, 157
Baskerville, E d w a r d .........................297
Basset, Isobel, see Grelly, Isabel de.
— (Barret), Ralph . . . .  25,187
B a s t o n .................................................... 196
B a t h ............................110-14, 119, 124
B a t h f o r d ............................................... 123
Baxter, E lizabeth ....................................238
Baynard, Sir R o b ert................................44
Bayning, Paul, Viscount Bayning,

d. 1 6 3 8 ......................................... 136
Beadhay, in K e n t......................................71
Beardsley, Mrs. Elizabeth, nie Gres­

ley  95, 106, 114
— S a m u e l .......................................95, 241
Beauchamp, family . . . .  14 ,179
— Guy and Alice de, Earl and

Countess of Warwick . . 14,235
— Hugh d e ............................................19
— Richard de, Earl of Warwick,

d. 1439   53
Beauchief a b b e y  34, 5 7
Beauclerk, Lady M a r y ......................... 246
B e au d esert.................................................70
Beaufo, Alice, see Gresley, Alice.
— Jane,dau. of E lizab eth ,^  Gresley,

Jane.
Beaufoy, M a r g a r e t ................................ 90
Beaumont, Constance de, see Toeni, 

Constance de.
— Sir Henry and Barbara . . . .  261
— Margaret de, see Toeni, Mar­

garet de.
— M a ry ....................................................259
— Roger de, n th  cent............................... 6
Beauvale abbey, in Greasley -175, 210-11 
Bee, Geoffrey and Agatha or Agnes

de, nie de G resley ...........................34
Belesme, Robert d e ................................ 33
Belfield, E l i z a b e t h .............................. 239
Bellers, Ralph and Elizabeth, nie

B u t le r .................................................46
Bello Monte, de, see Beaumont.
Bellot, Sir T h o m a s ..............................242
B e l p e r ....................................................147
Belton, see Grace Dieu.
Belvoir, see Todeni family.
Benauge, le Vicomte de . . . . 2 1 0
Bennet, Frances, Countess of Salis­

bury, d. 1713....................................167
— S i m o n .............................................. 273
Bent, Dr. Jam es Ju s t in .........................263
— Dr. R i c h a r d ................................... 263
Bentele, Ralph de, Canon of Gres­

ley ....................................................176
Bentley, M a r y .........................................285
Beresford, Lord William . . . . 2 7 8
Berkeley, Henry, Lord Berkeley,

d. 1 6 1 3 ...........................................68
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Suinian, Elizabeth, see Grcsley, 
Elizabeth.

Sussex, Duke of, see Augustus 
Frederick, Prince.

Sutton, near Woodbridge . . . . 1 1 5
—  family, Lords Dudley, Pedigree . 283
—  Dorothy, dau. of Lord Dudley . 299
—  John, Lord D u d le y ...................... 167
—  Katherine, dau. of John Sutton,

Lord Dudley, see Gresley, Lady 
Katherine.

Sutton C o ld fie ld ........................... 60
 Four Oaks, in that parish, 113, 114,

117
Swadlincote (Sivardingescotes) . 40, 43, 

64, 172, 176, 183, 202 
Swan, mention of the Swan badge

(see also Knight of the Swan) . 14
—  John and M a r y ...................... 94
Swannington . . . .  186, 189, 202
Swepstone (Scopestone). . . 184, 203
Swineshead a b b e y ......................208
Swinnerton, family, see Swynnerton,

family.
Swithamley......................................91
Switzerland.....................................115
Swynnerton......................................43
—  family, P e d ig re e ......................284
—  Alice de, see Gresley, Alice de.
—  H e n r y .......................................... 258
—  Sir John d e .......................... 43>27I
—  Roger d e ................................... 48-9

Take, Elizabeth, see Toke, Eliza­
beth.

Talbot, A n n e ................................289
—  J o h n ...............................................239
—  Sir John and Lady Frances . . 63 
Tamahore, see Tamhom.
Tamhorn (Tamahore) . . 29, 185, 203
—  or Timhorn, Isabel de,see Gresley,

Isabel de.
Tamworth . 41, 62, 106, 108, 114, 116
Tarent Hinton, in Dorset . . . . 1 3 7
T a s m a n ia ..................................... 145
Tatenhill, in Staffordshire . . . .  95
Tatlock, Paul and Amelia, nie

G r e s l e y ..................................... 140
Tattershall, A n n e .......................262
Tatton, in C heshire....................... 55
Taunton..........................................123
Tawke, A l i c e ................................. 65
Taylor, M. A .................................. 125
—  S il a s ..........................................251
Tegulense, Castrum, see Tillieres.
Terrell, W illia m ........................... 238
Testa de Neville, extracts from it . 1 88
Tew, G reat.....................................124
Thicknesse, Governor Philip . . . 1 1 1
Thingdon, or Finden, in North­

amptonshire ..................................66
T h ir lb y ..........................................203

PAGE
Thohins, see Toeni.
Tholosano, Baroness Esilda . . . 1 4 9
Thomas, Prior of Grcsley . . . . 1 7 7
Thomas Grenville, E. I. C. ship . 152
Thompson, H annah.................... 290
Thoneio, Berengarius de, see Todeni, 

Berengar de.
T h o r e s b y ................................. 115, 121
Thorley, E s t h e r ......................... 144
Thorn bury, Sir John and Joan . . 56
Thorp, family, Pedigree...................... 285
—  Mary, see Gresley, Mary.
—  (Torp), Nigel de, see Stafford,

Nigel de.
Thorp Constantine (Torp) . . . 91 ,94, 

186,203
T h r in g s t o n e ..................................... 211
Throgmorton, Ursula . . . 258, 271
Thurmaston, near Leicester . . .  27
Thursfield (Turvoldesfeld) . . 185, 203
Thynne, Arthur, son of Lord John

T h y n n e .....................................152
T ick n all................................68, 183, 203
Tillieres (Castrum Tegulense) . . 5-6
Timhom, Isabel de, see Tamhorn, 

Isabel de.
Tinmor, William d e ........................... 280
T i x a l l .................................. 60, 68, 91
Todeni, family, of Belvoir, account 

of i t ...................................................... 15
—  Adela, Agnes, Berengar, Geoffrey,

Robert d e ....................................... 15
Toeni, eponymous village of the 

Toenis, see Tosny.
—  family, see also Todeni family.
 (Thohins, Thoeini, &c.), the

family and its settlement in
E n g la n d .........................1-15, 218

 Pedigree.....................................223
 their a r m s .................................. 14
—  Adelina (Adeliza) de . . . . 7
—  Alice de, b. abt. 1283, afterw.

Dame de Leyboume, Countess 
of Warwick, and Dame La
Zouche............................. 13 ,14 ,2 3 5

 nie de B o h u n  13, 14
—  Baldwin de, son of Roger iii de

T o e n i............................................ 13
—  Clarissa d e ....................................... 13
—  Constance de, nie Beaumont . . 13
—  Elinantius (Helmant, Alinanz) de,

d. abt. 1 0 4 0 ................................6-7
—  Elizabeth (Isabella) de, wife of

Ralph ii de T o e n i........................ 11
—  Geoffrey de, son of Roger iii de

T o e n i............................................13
—  Gertrude (Ida) d e ........................ 13
—  Goda, dau. of Robert de, see

Ferrers, Goda de.
—  Godehildis de, daughter of Ray-

mund, Count of Barcelona . . 6-7
 dau. of Ralph ii. de T o en i. 12, 14
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6-7
13
T3
13
13

13
13

13
1 3

5 , 8
5
9

12

13 
13 
13

13

Toeni, Helbertus (Hebert, Herberz) 
de, d. abt. 1040 . . . .

—  Hugh d e ........................
—  Isabella de (A) . . . .
 ( B ) .............................
—  Judith (Adeliza, Alicia) de
—  Margaret de, dau. of Ralph

T o e n i .............................
 nde Beaumont . . . .
—  Matilda de, dau. of the Ear

S tr a th e a r n ...................
—  Petronilla de, nde de Lacy .
—  Ralph i de, fl. 1000 . . .
—  Ralph fitz Ralph de (occ. 1028)
 ii de, senex, d. 110J .
 iii de, juvenis, d. 1125 ?
 de, son of Ralph iii de To
 iv d e ........................
 v de, d. 1294 or 1295
—  Richard de, son of Ralph iv de

T o e n i .......................................
—  Robert de, d. abt. 1088-9, see

Stafford, Robert de.
 Baron de Tony, d. 1310,

account of h i m ............................. 13
—  Roger i de, d. abt. 1040 . 2-3, 5-6,

. . . .  8’ 279
 11 de, d. 1 0 9 3 .............................12
 iii de, d. 1 1 6 5 .............................13
 son of Roger iii de Toeni . . 13
 iv de, d. 1 2 3 9  9, I 3
 v de, d. 1 2 7 7 .............................13
—  Simon d e ...................................... 13
Toft, in N o r f o lk ....................43, 203
Toke or Take, Elizabeth . . . .  155 
Toly, Joan, dau. of John, see Gresley,

Joan de.
Tony, Baron de, see Toeni, Robert de.
Took, Sir Robert........................... 44
Toplis, family, Pedigree . . . . 286
—  Mary, nde Bradley, see Gresley,

Mary.
Torp, see Thorp Constantine.
Tosny, village (Thony, Todiniacum,

Toeni, Toni, Totteneium) . 3, 15
 account of i t .............................. 4
Totnes (Toteneium, Totenesium) . 15
T o u lf............................................. 185
Towke, R o b e r t ......................... 280
Towton, the battle there, 1461 . . 59
Trafford, family, Pedigree . . . . 287
—  Philip and Elizabeth, nde Gresley. 91
T r a n g s b y  184, 203
Trentham a b b e y ........................... 25
Trezgoz, Geoffrey......................... 209
Trollope, Anthony, the novelist . . 138
Trumpton, R ich a rd .................... 244
Tuchet, James, Earl of Castlehaven,

Lord Audley, d. 1 6 8 4 . . . .  78
Tudball, P. and Elizabeth, nde Gres-

fey * ...................................139
Tudor, E m m a .............................. 263

PAGE
T u n s ta l................................................ 27
—  plea about rights there, A. D.

J347   194
Tunsted, E liz a b e th ...........................264
Turner, Capt. Ion and Louisa

Florence, nde Gresley . . 146, 219
Turnpenny, — , sub-chanter of Lich­

field C ath ed ra l...........................178
Turvoldesfeld, see Thursfield.
Tu tbu ry 69-70, 76, 94, 203
—  a quiver of Tutbury make . 34, 188
—  John de, Prior of Gresley . . . 1 7 6
—  Honour o f .........................74, 75, 76
—  Woodhouses . . . .  64, 76, 203
T w ic k e n h a m .....................................108
Twycross (see also Bilstone, and

N o r t o n ) ............................ 184, 203
Tyrconnell, Countess of, see O’Don­

nell, Anna.

Ufton, in South Winfield . . 183,203
U l c h e l ...............................................183
U lfa c................................................... 185
Ulselei, see Wolseley.
Ulster, badge o f ..................................81
U l w i n .............................................. 186
Urana in New South Wales . . . 1 5 3
Utermarck, — .....................................157
Uticum, see Ouche.
U t to x e t e r ........................................... 82
U x b r i d g e ..........................................145

Valentia, Viscount, see Annesley, Sir 
Francis, d. 1660.

Valparaiso..........................................145
Vanderbilt, C o n s u e l o ......................278
Vane-Tempest, Frances A. E., Mar­

chioness of Londonderry . . . 167
Vavasour, family, Pedigree . . . 288
—  Penelope, d. 1858, see Gresley,

Penelope.
V e n i c e ...............................................152
Venner, G u s t a v u s ........................... 156
Verdun, Henry and Hawisia de . . 2 7
—  Philip d e ...................................... 38
—  Nicholas d e ................................ 153
—  Roesia, foundress of Grace Dieu

n u n n e r y .......................................36
Vere, f a m i l y .....................................179
Vemey, A n n e ...............................60, 270
—  H a v is e ..........................................256
Vernon family, of Haddon Hall,

P e d igre e .....................................289
—  A ld ith a ..........................................280
—  Benedicta, dau. of Sir Henry, see

Gresley, Benedicta.
—  E liz a b e th .....................................281
—  Hon. G. J. V .................................. 125
—  H e n r y ......................................... 109
—  J o a n .............................................. 270
—  Sir John and Lady Ellen . . .  63
—  M ary.............................................. 236
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Vernon, M a tild a ................................ 281
—  Sir William and Roger . . . 57, 58
Vetulis, Humfridus d e .......................... 6
Vickerman, E liz a b e th ...................... 238
Victoria, in A u s t r a l ia ...................... 145
Victoria and Albert, Royal Yacht . 153
Vigevano, in Piedm ont...................... 149
Vincent, family, of Sheepy . . . .  290
—  Elizabeth, see Gresley, Elizabeth.
—  Hannah, d. 18 0 8 ...................... 168
—  W illiam .....................................142
Virginia, U.S.A., Geoffrey Gresley

there in about 1763-70 . . . 105

Waite, — ............................................93
Wakefield, Frances, ,see Gresley, 

Frances.
Wakelin, Elizabeth, see Gresley, 

Elizabeth.
W a lc o t ............................................... 112
—  family, P e d ig re e ........................... 291
—  Barbara, see Gresley, Barbara,

Lady.
—  Richard and Elizabeth, nie

G r e s l e y ................................ 84
Waldeife, E lin o r ................................ 292
Wale, William and Joan, nie

G r e s l e y ................................ 46
Walkelin, note on the name . . .  33
Walker, M a r y ..................................... 261
W all, John, of Wensley. . . 108,114
Walrant, John, Prior of Gresley . . 1 7 6
Walsh, family, Pedigree . . . . 2 9 2
—  Margaret, see Gresley, Dame Mar­

garet de.
—  Thomas and Katherine . . . 53, 56
Walsingham, family, Pedigree . . 293
—  Sir Francis, d. 1590 . . . . 70, 73
—  Katherine, dau. of Sir Thomas,

see Gresley, Katherine, Lady.
—  Thomas de .   280
Walter, Prior of Gresley . . . . 1 7 6
—  E liz a b e t h ..................................... 244
W altham stow..................................... 152
Waltheof, Earl of Huntingdon . . 13
Walton on T ren t. . 45, 75, 83-4, 105,

109-10, 120, 204
W a n lip .................................................53
Wanstord, Christopher........................ 77
Ward, fa m ily ....................................... 91
W ard,— , of Ravenstone . . . . 1 2 9
—  Gresley, Mary, Thomas and

W i ll i a m ....................................... 94
—  R ichard........................................96-7
—  Thomas and Dorothy, nie Gresley 94 
Warde, Major-Gen. George . . . 268
—  Robert de l a .................................. 42
Waring, M ary..................................... 291
Warmewell, Gunfredus de . . . .  20
W a r w i c k .......................................... 211
—  Earl and Countess of, see Beau­

champ, Guy and Alice de.

PACK

W7arwick, Earl of, see Beauchamp, 
Richard de.

Wastcneys, family, of Colton and
Tixall . . . .  49, 60, 179, 206

 Pedigree.....................................294
—  Elena d e ..........................................281
—  Joan de, nie Toly, see Gresley,

Joan de.
—  R o s e ................................................ 60
—  Thomasine de, see Gresley, Dame

Thomasine de.
—  Sir William d e ........................... 154
—  William d e .....................................281
 and John de (13th cent.) . . 41
Waterpark, Lord, see Cavendish,

Henry Manners, d. 1863.
Waters, — , of Edial Hall . . . .  149
Waterton, Sir R o b e r t ................. 245
Watkins, Anne,d. 1 7 8 1 , ^  Gresley, 

Anne.
Watlington, in N o rfo lk .................130
Watson, Daniel and Mary, nie

G r e s l e y .......................................94
—  George and Harriet, nie Gresley 142
—  Rev. Thomas H. and Ethel B. L.,

nie G r e s le y ........................... 146
Watton in the W o l d s ................. 156
Webb, Rev. Samuel and Anne, nie

G r e s l e y ................................139
Weddington H a l l ...................... 131
Welles, Joan, dau. of Lord . . . 262
Wellesley, Lord Arthur Charles . . 295
W ells................................................... 123
Welsford......................................... 135
W ensley..........................................107
Wentworth, Elizabeth, Countess of

Strafford, nie Rodes . . . .  77
—  G e o r g e ......................................78
—  Sir Thomas, Vise. Wentworth,

Earl of Strafford, d. 1641, 
account of his entry into Dublin
in 1 6 3 $  76, cf. 73

West, K a th erin e ................................282
Westacre, in Norfolk, abbey there . 13
West Indies, see Indies, West. 
Westminster, see London.
Wetley ( H e t e le ia ) .....................32,204
Wetmore, Henry de, see Gresley, 

Henry de.
W eym outh.......................................... 153
Whaley, Dr. Nathaniel...................... 290
Whalley, Rev. T. S..............................165
Whately, — , solicitor, ofBirmingham 124
—  Thom as.......................................... 238
Whitacre, Nether................................ 115
Whitchurch, in D o r s e t...................... 154
—  James and Anne, nie Gresley,

and their family........................... 141
—  Jane, see Gresley, Jane.
White, J o h n ..................................... 261
—  Michael and Mary, nie Gresley,

and their family........................... 141
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187
295

144

65
107
107
283
61

Whitelialgh, — ................................269
Whitehall, family............................. 90-1
—  John and Frances, nie Gresley . 91
Whitmore (W item ore)...................... 185
W h itt in g to n .....................................120
W h itw ic k .......................................... 211
Wich, Sir G e o ffr e y .............................44
Widesers, see Winshill.
Wigton, Margaret d e ...................... 257
Wilcockson, family, Pedigree . . 2 86
—  Dorothy, see Gresley, Dorothy. 
Wilkes, Elizabeth, Gresley, Eliza­

beth.
—  M a r y .......................................... 285
W ille s le y ............................................40
William the Conqueror . . 2, 9, 10
—  St., o f N o r w i c h ........................... 209
—  fitz Walkelin . . . .
Williams, family, Pedigree
—  Dr. Daniel, his registers (now at

Somerset House, London) men­
tioned ........................................

—  Laura Anne, see Gresley, Laura
Anne, Lady.

W illin g h a m ...................................
Willoughby, Avarilla, nie Croxall .
—  Cecile, nie Gratian de Goudin .
—  C i c e l y ........................................
—  Ellen, Henry and Hugh . . .
—  Sir H e n r y ..................................... 252
—  K a th erin e..................................... 235
—  Robert and Jane Grammer, nie

Gresley, and their family . . 1 0 6
—  S a n c h e .......................................... 282
Wilmot, family, Pedigree . . . .  296
—  Dr. Edward and Elizabeth, nie

G r e s l e y .......................................84
—  Sir N ic h o la s ................................ 261
—  R o b e r t ............................................91
Wilson, Miss F., of Tamworth . . 1 1 6
—  Joanna Beatrice, see Gresley,

Joanna Beatrice.
—  W .................................................... 286
—  Sir W i l l i a m ................................ 181
Wincobank, near Sheffield . . . . 1 2 4
Windesers (Widesers), see Winshill. 
Winfield, South, see Ufton.
Winford, in Somersetshire . . . . 1 3 9
W in g fie ld ............................................69
Winshill (Windesers ?) . . 25,184,204
Winter, family, Pedigree . . . .  297
—  Edward and Katherine, nie Gres­

ley ............................................... 66
Winterdyne, in Worcestershire . . 1 5 2
Winterton, Wakelin de . . . . 3 1 ,  45
W ir k s w o r th .............................107, 113
Witemore, see Whitmore.
Witham, in E s s e x ...........................137

and

PAGE

103
31

24O
69 
65

47, 204

Witherly . . ....................
W ith m e r e .............................
Wiverston, Stephen, Dionysia

Henry de ..................................27
Wolferstan, E liz a b e th .................241
—  Samuel P i p e .......................... 213
Wollaston, Rev. Samuel . . . . 91
Wolseley (Ulselei) 29, 40, 69, 185, 204
—  family, Pedigree . . . .
—  A g n e s .............................
—  Grace, Lady, nie Gresley .
Wolsey, card. Thomas . . .
W olverham pton....................
Wood, — , Schoolmaster at Lough­

borough .....................................115
—  Anne, dau. of Thomas, see Gres­

ley, Anne.
Woodhorn Grange, near Morpeth . 153 
Woodhouses, see Tutbury Woodhouses.
Woodrising, in N orfolk........................ 71
Woodyat, Rev. Edward and Louisa 

G. M., nie Gresley, and their
fa m ily ......................................... 120

Worcester . . . . n o , 116, 120, 136
—  the funeral of Lady Gresley passing

through, 1 7 9 0 ...........................119
—  Earls of, see Somerset, family.
W o r k s o p ............................................71
Worle, in Somersetshire . . . . 1 3 9
Worselay, A l i c e ................................. 55
Worthington, in Leicestershire . . 66
Wotton, Sir J o h n ........................... 281
Wright, L y d ia .................................... 266
—  R ichard......................................... 286
W r i n h i l l ........................................... 61
Wrottesley, in Staffordshire . . .  17
—  family, P e d igre e ...........................299
—  Major-Gen. the Hon. George . 56, 299
—  H u g h ....................................... c 6
—  Sir J................................................ 118
—  Thomasine de, nie Gresley (15th

c e n t .) ..................................... 50, 56
—  Sir W a lte r ...................................... 59
Wychard, R a lp h ................................154
—  Richard, of S h a y l e ....................... 41
Wynne, family, Pedigree . . . .  300
—  Elizabeth, see Gresley, Eliza­

beth.
Wyoming, U. S. A .............................. 124
Wyrley, W illiam  210, 213
 account of Gresley church by

h im .............................................. 179
W y v e l e y ......................................... 204

Ylkesleye, see Ilkley.
Y o x a l l ..............................................204

Zucchero, T a d d e o ........................... 166

TH E  END.
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