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VOLUME X . N e w  S e r ie s .

P a r t  I.

“ And in this undertaking, the Reader may see what Furniture (though it lie disperst) our 
Publick Records will afford for H istory: and how plentifully our own m ay be supplied and improved, if 
pains were taken therein : for what is hitherto made publick, hath been collected, chiefly out of old 
Annals, and they filled with few things but such as were very obvious, nay the Annalists themselves 
(for the most part residing in Monasteries) too oftened byass’d with Interest, and Affection, to Times 
and Persons: But on the contrary, in our publick Records lye matter of Fact, in full Truth, and 
therewith the Chronological part, carried on, even to days of the Month. So that an industrious 
Searcher may thence collect considerable matter for new History, rectifle many mistakes in our old 
and in both gratifie the world with unshadowed verity."— (A s h m o le 's  History oj the Garter.)

L O N D O N :  
H A R R I S O N  A N D  SONS,  ST. M A R T I N ’ S LANE,

1 9 0 7 .
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COUNCIL.
Nominated by the Trustees o f  the William Salt Library.

T h e  R i g h t  H o n . L o b d  W ROTTESLEY.
T h e  V e r y  R e y e b e n d  t h e  DEAN OF ROCHESTER.
S i b  REGINALD H ARDY, B a b t .
M b . W . S. BROUGH.
T h e  R e y . F. J. W ROTTESLEY.

Elected by the Members o f  the Society.
M a j o r - G e n e r a l  T h e  H o n . GEORGE W ROTTESLEY.
T h e  R e y . F .  P. PARKER.
S i b  THOMAS A. SALT, B a r t .
T h e  R e y . W . BERESFORD.
T h e  R e v . E. R. O. BRIDGEMAN.

E D IT O R IA L  COMMITTEE. *
M a j o b - G e n e b a l  T h e  H o n . GEORGE W ROTTESLEY, 75, Cadogan 

Gardens.
T h e  R e y . F .  P. PARKER, The Rectory, Colton, Rugeley.
T h e  R e y . W . BERESFORD, St. Luke’s Yicarage, Leek.

T R E A SU R E R .
Mb . PERCEYAL H AN BU RY HARSTON.

A U D ITO R.
M b. W ILLIAM  MORGAN.

H O N O R A R Y  SE C R E TA R Y.
M a j o e - G e n e e a l  T h e  H o n . GEORGE W ROTTESLEY.

H O N O R A R Y  SOLICITOR.
M b . W . H. DUIGNAN.

A SSISTA N T SE C R E TA R Y .
M b . JOHN W . BRADLEY, The William Salt Library, Stafford.

B A N K E R S . .
LLOYD’S BANK ( L i m i t e d ) ,  S t a f f o b d .

1907.
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS

TO THE

WILLIAM SALT ARCHEOLOGICAL SOCIETY’S 
BISHOPS’ REGISTERS.

B e m r o s e , Sir H e n r y  H., Lonsdale Hill, Derby.
B ir l e y , The Rev. E. H., Ellastone, Ashbourne, Derbyshire.
B o w l e s , C h a r l e s  E. B., The Nether House, Wirksworth, Derby. 
B r a d s h a w , The Rev. C. J., Bollington Vicarage, Altrincham. 
B r o a d h u r s t , The Rev. F., Heath Vicarage, Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 
B r u s h f i e l d , H a r o l d , Southside, Chepstow Road, Croydon.

C a l t h o r p e , The Right Hon. Lord, Elvetham Park, Winchfield, Hants. 
C h il d , The Rev. A r t h u r , Middlewick Vicarage, Cheshire.
C h i l w e l l , The Rev. W. V e a s e y , Newport Vicarage, Shropshire. 
C o p p in , The Rev. G e o r g e , Fulford Vicarage, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffs.

D e e d , The Rev. J o h n  G e o r g e , Nuneaton Vicarage.
D o w n in g , The Rev. T h o s . W ., The Vicarage, Knowle, Warwickshire.

F a r r a l l , The Rev. L. M., 12, Stanley Place, Chester.
F is h e r , The Rev. F. C., Walton Rectory, Burton-on-Trent.

G o o d a c r e , The Rev. R. H., Ipstones Vicarage, Stoke-on-Trent.

H a r d in g , The Rev. Prebendary E. E l m e r , Theological College, 
Lichfield.

H e w e t s o n , The Rev. J., Measham Vicarage, Atherstone.

J a c q u e s , The Rev. Canon K in t o n , R.D., Brindle Rectory, Chorley, 
Lancs.

K e n y o n , The Rt. Hon. Lord, Gredington, Whitchurch, Salop.
K e n y o n , R o b e r t  L., Pradoe, Oswestry.
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L e w is , The Rev. W. A. H., Upper Gornal Vicarage, Dudley, 
Worcestershire.

L ic h f ie l d , The Right Rev. Bishop of, The Palace, Lichfield. 
L it t l e t o n , The Rev. the Hon. C e c il  J ., Church Vale, Rugeley.

M a u d e , The Rev. C. B., Swan Hill House, Shrewsbury.
M u n t z , F. E., Umberslade, Heath, Warwickshire.

P a r r y -E v a n s , Rev. A. B., The Vicarage, Uttoxeter.
P h il ip s , W il l ia m  M o r t o n , Weeping Cross, Stafford.
P u g h , The Rev. G e o r g e  A u g u s t u s , The Rectory, Ashton-under- 

Lyne.

R a e , The Rev. C. D., Keele Rectory, Staffs.

S it w e l l , Sir G e o r g e , Bart., Renishaw Hall, near Chesterfield.
S m it h , Rev. R., St. Joseph’s, Nelson, Lane.
S t a n i e r , B., Peplow Hall, Market Drayton.
S t a n n in g , The Rev. Canon J. H., Leigh Rectory, Lancs.

T w y f o r d , T h o m a s  W., Whitmore Hall, Newcastle, Staffs.
T y r w h it t , The Rev. C e c il  B., Cauldon Vicarage, Ashbourne 

Derbyshire.

V a n , The Rev. H. J. P., Silverhill, Radbourne, Derby.

W o o l w a r d , Rev. S. A., Myddle Rectory, Shrewsbury.
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GENERAL MEETING, 1 3 t h  NOVEMBER, 190G.

T iie Twenty-eighth Annual Meeting of the Society took place on 
the 13th November, 1906, at the William Salt Library, Stafford. 
The members present w ere:— Sir Reginald Hardy (in the Chair), 
the Rev. W . Beresford, the Rev. E. R. 0 . Bridgeman, the Rev. 
F. G. Inge, the Rev. Samuel Lees, the Rev. F. P. Parker, Colonel 
Mort, Colouel Twemlow, and Messrs. P. L. Adams, W . S. Brough, 
W . F. Carter, A. Hambleton, Walter N. Landor, J. E. Mitchell, 
W . C. Mynors and W. Smith. Letters of apology were received 
from Lord Wrottesley, Major-General Hon. G. Wrottesley, the Hon. 
Secretary, the Dean of Rochester and other members.

The Report of the Editorial Committee was laid before the 
Meeting by Mr. Parker and was read as follow s:—

REPORT OF THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE, 1906.
The Committee submit the Accounts for the year ending the 15th 

of October last, which show a balance in favour of the Society of 
£115 4s. 1(M, of this sum £22 Is. has been contributed by the Sub­
scribers to the Bishops’ Registers who are not members of the Society.

In pursuance of the decision of the last General Meeting that a 
volume of Episcopal Records should be issued annually or biennially 
with a volume of Lay Records, the Rev. R. A. Wilson has now in 
preparation for the issue of next year, Book IY of the Bishops’ 
Registers. This contains the Register of the Vicars’ General during 
the Vacancy of the See after the death of Roger de Northburgh, and 
the first Register of Bishop Robert de Stretton, extending over the 
years 1358 to 1385. None of this however has yet been sent to press.

The volume of Lay Records is well advanced, 225 pages of it 
having been printed. The contents of it are:—

1. Somes notes on the tenure of Draycote-under-Needwood by
Mr. Horace Round.

2. The Fines or Pedes Finium of Staffordshire for the three last
years of James I.

3. Staffordshire suits abstracted from the Star Chamber Pro­
ceedings, from the first establishment of the Court in the 
reign of Henry VII. down to the thirty-fourth year of 
Henry VIII. These and the Fines have been abstracted for
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the Society by Air. Boyd from the original documents in the 
Record Office.

4. A paper on the Forest Tenures of Staffordshire by the
Honorary Secretary.

5. Some ancient Court Rolls of th e  manor of Alrewas, a .d .
1259 to 1261, which have been discovered amongst the old 
church documents of Alrewas. These have been copied 
by Mr. Walter Landor, who has added to them an 
Introduction and Notes.

This Volume ought to be in the hands of the Subscribers early in 
the new year, and it is expected that the Volume of Episcopal Records 
will be issued about the following August.

Sir Reginald Hardy moved that the Report and Balance Sheet 
be adopted and this was carried unanimously.

The Report of the Under Secretary was then read as follows:—

THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY’S REPORT. 

N ovember 13th , 1906.
The Society has lost during the past year by death four of its 

oldest Members, viz.:—
1905. Nov. 12th. Sir Henry Wiggin, Bart.
1906. Jan. 4th. Mr. W. H. Goss, F.S.A.

„ Aug. 19th. Mr. M. F. Blakiston.
„ Oct. 19th. Mr. J. Joberns.

Fifteen new Members have joined the Society, v iz.:__
1. The Hon. Fredk. Strutt, Milford Hall, Derby, President of the

Derbyshire Archaeological Society.
2. Col. F. R. Twemlow, Peatswood, Market Drayton.
3. John B, Wood, Esq., Henley Hall, Ludlow.
4. Joseph C. Clay, Esq., Westholm, Market Drayton.
5. Thomas Howell Thursfield, Esq., The Grange, Much Wenlock

Salop.
6. Mrs. Meakin, Darlaston Hall, Stone.
7. Sir Henry Wiggin, Bart., Walton Hall, Eccleshall.
8. Mrs. E. C. V  edgwood, Barlaston Lea, Stoke-on-Trent.
9. Rev. R. C. Oliver, Barlaston Vicarage.

10. W. C. T. Mynors, Esq., Tixall Hall, Stafford.
11 . The Hands worth Public Library, Birmingham.
12. Mrs. Hope E. Wedgwood, Idlerocks, Stone.
13. John Neve, Esq., Oaken, 'Wolverhampton.
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14. Gerald P. Manders, Esq., The Mount, Wolverhampton.
15. Rev. R. S. Broughton, Prestbury Vicarage, Cheshire.
The nearest approach to this number of new Members was in 1902 

when 14 were added.
Against this large accession, however, an unusual number of 

withdrawals has to be reported, viz.:—
Air. A. Birks, Rev. F. II. Annesley (removal), the Hon. H. Bourke 

and Air. G. Derry, who has promised his set of the Hist. Collections to the 
Fenton Library when he can no longer subscribe, on condition that 
they continue the subscription.

Notices of withdrawal have also been received from Air. Harcourt 
Griffin, Alarket Drayton, Rev. R. C. Oliver (one of the new Alembers), 
and Air. G. H. Bermingham, of Leek.

Three names have been changed :—
Lord Hawkesbury is now Earl of Liverpool.
Lord Windsor is now Earl of Plymouth.
The Ven. Archdeacon Lane is now Dean of Rochester.

Bishops’ Registers.
Forty-nine subscribers were reported in the printed list of last year, 

and two bought Vols. and added their names later, thus making a 
total of 51, as the result of the circulars issued in 1904. Of these 
36 only remain. Five returned their Volumes. Two have ignored all 
letters and have neither paid nor returned the Volumes sent to them. 
Seven paid and then withdrew. The Rev. G. H. Egerton died, and 
the Rev. Spencer AYoolward, who succeeded him, paid for the Volume, 
making 37 subscribers for the next issue. Two paid last year, and their 
subscriptions were included in that Balance Sheet. Fifty-two have 
paid this year, making a total of £23 2s. towards the cost of publishing 
the first Volume of the Registers outside the Society.

The Sub-Committee,
appointed last year, added Sir Reginald Hardy, the Rev. E. R. 0. 
Bridgeman, and the Rev. Ed. Salt to their number. They held 
meetings at Stoke, November 24th, 1905; at Uttoxeter, December 20th, 
1905; at Stafford in the AVilliam Salt Library on June 5th, 1906 
Each member compiled a list of persons to whom Circulars and 
Contents of former Volumes should be sent; numbering about 500. 
Stamped packets containing these two papers were also supplied to 
members of the Sub-Committee for use among personal friends. As 
results of thi3 work, several pedigrees have been added to the 
William Salt Library, and a number of new Alembers have been 
added to the Society.
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BALANCE SHEET FOR YEAR ENDING OCTOBER 15th , 1906.

1905. Receipts. £ s. d. £ s. d. 1905. Payments. £ 8.
Oct. 15. To Balance in Bank 73 10 4 Nov. 11. By Special Printing on Cheques .. 0 1

1906.
„  Honorarium, Mr. J. W . Bradley, in­

cluding acknowledgment of extra
Oct. 15. Subscriptions and Arrears from

Dec. 30.
services for Bishops’ Registers 20 0

*148 Old Subscribers, as follows— „  Bank Charges 0 5
1 Vol. VII., New Series.. .. 1 1 0 1906. 

April 6.7 Vols. V III., „  „  .. ..  7 
139 „  IX ., „  „  . .  .. 145 

6 „  X ., „  „  . . 6

7
19

0
0 „  Mr. W. Boyd, for Abstracts of Fines, 

19 to 22 James I., for Vol. X . 11 76 0
160 13 0 „  24. „  Balance due to Mr. Ovenden for Index­

153 Volumes. „  28.
ing Vol. IX .

,, Repayment to West Bromwich Free
2 0

15 New Subscribers :— Library six years’ extra subscriptions,
15 Vols. IX ., New Series .. 15 15 0 May 29.

paid in error 3 3
„  Messrs. Harrison & Sons, Printing,

To 3 Voluntary Extra Half- Binding, and Issuing Vol. IX . 142 4
guineas 1 11 6 »  31- „  Purchase of Back Vols. of Collections

„  Sales during the year 58 19 10 from Mr. John Hitchman 7 15
„  Bishops’ Registers— June 30. „  Bank Charges . .  . .  .. 0 5

42 Subscriptions at 10s. Gd. 22 1 0 Aug. 4. ,, Messrs. Mort, for Printing Circulars,
Envelopes, Postages, etc., for Sub- 
Committee 3 9

„  29. „  Mr. Boyd, for abstracts of Star Chamber 
Proceedings for Vol. X . 18 13

„  29. „  Mr. Boyd, Abstracts of Fines to end of 
James I., 100 folios 2 10

d.
6

0
0

6

0

0

0

0
0

10

6

0
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Sept. 11. „  Mr. J. W . Bradley, for copying Audley
Inquisitions (on account) . .  . .  3 0 0

Oct. 1. ,, Messrs. W. H. Smith & Son, for Station­
ery, Printing, &c., one year . .  ,.  2 11 6

„  15. „  Balance in Bank ..  . .  . ,  115 4 10

Total £332 10 8 Total . .  £332 10 8

* 148 Members on list, 1905. 
2 Deaths.

Leaving 146 Old Members.
15 New Members ad led.

161 Present Number. 

Arrears due—£4 4s. 0d.

Examined and found correct,
W IL LIA M  MORGAN,

Hon. Auditor, GEORGE WROTTESLEY,
November 8th, 1906. M a jo h -G e n e b a l ,

Hon. Secretary.
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As regards finances, the Balance Sheet shows a sum of £115 4s. 1(M. 
in favour of the Society, a larger amount than has appeared since 1899.

The recovery of nearly all arrears before the audit, the new 
memberships and the sum of £58 19s. 1(M., received for Volumes sold 
during the year, account for this satisfactory balance.

It is submitted that the attention of members should be called to 
Rule V  of the Society, and the great advantage to themselves, and the 
saving of labour to the Assistant Secretary, if they would make use 
of the Bankers’ Order Form, which is revocable at any time. No 
applications for subscriptions in arrear are made before May or 
June in each year when the new Volume is issued, and as the Library 
is closed in the months of August and September, less than three 
months are available to collect back subscriptions and prevent the 
great accumulation of arrears which took place in former years. In 
some cases three or four letters have to be posted to collect the arrears 
from a single individual, and if members would kindly take into 
consideration this avoidable expense and trouble, they would greatly 
benefit the interests of the Society.

J ohn W . B r a d l e y .

A  conversation then arose respecting the Bishops’ Registers, 
and after Mr. Parker had answered some of the objections raised 
to them, it was finally decided that the question of the Contents 
of the Registers to be printed should be left to the decision of the 
Honorary Secretary in consultation with the Rev. R. A. Wilson.

Some members present urged upon the Committee the 
propriety of adding to their proceedings, occasional biographies of 
distinguished members, to which no opposition was raised, and 
after the usual votes of thanks, the Meeting separated.
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C O N T E N T S .

P a g e

1. A Note on the Tenure of Draycote-under-Need-
wood. By Mr. Horace R o u n d ..............................................1-10

2. The Final Concords or Pedes Finium of Stafford­
shire. 1622-1625, abstracted from the originals in
the Public Record Office. By Mr. W. K. Boyd . . 11-70

3. Staffordshire Suits in the Court of Star Chamber,
temp. Henry VII. and Henry VIII., abstracted from 
the original documents in the Public Record Office.
By Mr. W. K. B o y d ..................................... * . . 71-188

4. The Forest Tenures of Staffordshire. By Major-
General the Hon. G. Wrottesley . . . . .  189-243

5. The Alrewas Court Rolls of 1259-61, copied from the
originals in Alrewas Church, with an introduction and 
notes. By Mr. Walter Noble Landor . . . .  245-293

I
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CON TEN TS OF PR E V IO U S V O L U M E S .

VOLUME I.
The Staffordshire Pipe Rolls of 31 Henry I .  ( a .d . 1130) and o f  1 to 35 Henry II. 

( a .d . 1155 to 1189); the Latin Texts extended and Notes added. B y the 
Rev. R. W. Byton , ,  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 1-143

The Liber Niger Seaccarii, Staffordseira, or Feodary of a .d . 1166, with Notes 
added. B y Colonel the Hon. G. Wrottesley . .  . .  . » pp. 145-213

Notes on the Fitz Alan Fees, and those of Feudatories holding land in 
Staffordshire, a .d . 1166, who made no return. B y the Rev. R. W. By ton

pp. 213-240
The [Register of Roger de Norbury, Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry, from 

a .d . 1322 to a .d . 1358. An abstract of Contents and Remarks. B y the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobhouse . .  . .  .* pp. 241—288

The History of the Parish of Blymhill, Part I. B y the Hon. and Rev. George 
Bridgeman . .  . .  . .  . .  ,» . .  ♦♦ pp. 289-384

VOLUME II.
P a r t  I.

The Staffordshire Pipe Rolls, of the Reigns of King Riehard I. and King John, 
A .D . 1189 to A .D . 1216. The Latin Text extended, and notes added. By  
the Rev. R. W. Byton . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..  pp. 1 to 177

The Staffordshire Chartulary, Series I and II  of Ancient Deeds. Annotated by 
the Rev. R . W. Byton . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 178-276

P art II .
Obligatory Knighthood, temp. Charles I., with the names of those Staffordshire 

gentlemen who compounded with the Commissioners, for not taking upon 
themselves the order of Knighthood at the coronation of that King. Extracted 
from the originals in the Public Record Office, by Henry Sydney Grazebrook, 
Bsq. ,. . .  , .  . .  . .  . . . .  '  . .  pp. 3-22

A Copy of the Arms taken in the Visitation of the co. o f Stafford, in the years 
1663 and 1664. By William Dngdale, Esq., Norroy King of Arms ; also the 
names of those who disclaimed at the same date. Transcribed from the 
Lansdowne MS., 857, and annotated by Henry Sydney Grazebrook, Bsq.

pp. 23-65
The History of the Parish of Blymhill (continued from Vol. I and completed). 

By the Hon. and Rev. George Bridgeman . ,  . .  .. pp. 69-147

VOLUME III.
P a r t  I.

Staffordshire Suits, extracted from the Plea Rolls temp. Richard I. and King 
John, with an introduction and notes, by Major-General the Hon. G. 
Wrottesley . ,  . .  .. . . . .  . .  . .  pp. 1-163

Final Concords, or Pedes Fininm, Staffordshire, temp. Richard I. and King 
John. Abstracted from the William Salt Transcripts, and compared with 
the Originals in the Public Record Office, by Major-General the Hon. G. 
Wrottesley . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 165-177

The Staffordshire Chartulary, Series I I I  of Ancient Deeds. Transcribed and 
annotated by Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley . .  pp. 178-231

P a r t  II.
The Visitation of Staffordshire, made by Robert Glover, Somerset Herald, a .d . 

1583; illustrated by lithographs of Coats of Arms. Edited, with an intro­
duction and notes, by Henry Sydney Grazebrook, Bsq. . .  pp. 1-155

A Note on the Pedigrees of the De Wasteneya Family. B y the Rev. F. B. 
Barker, Hector o f  Colton . .  . .  .« . .  . .  pp. 156-162
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VOLUME IV.
P a r t  I.

Plea Rolls, temp. Henry III. Suits affecting Staffordshire tenants, taken from 
the Plea Rolls of the reign of Henry III., and abstracted into English. B y  
Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley , .  . .  . .  pp. 1-215

Final Concords, or Pedes Finium, Staffordshire, temp. Henry III. Abstracted 
from the William Salt Transcripts, and compared with the originals in the 
Public Record Office; to which hare been added those of Warwickshire, 
and of mixed counties to which Staffordshire tenants are parties. B y Major- 
General the Hon. G. Wrottesley . .  .. ..  . .  pp. 218-263

The Chartulary of Ronton Priory, abstracted from the original MS. in the 
British Museum. B y Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley pp. 264-295

P a r t  II.
The History of the Parish of Church Eaton and its members, W ood Eaton, 

Orslow, High Onn, Little Onn, Shushions, and Marston. B y the Hon. and 
Bev. Canon G. T. 0 . Bridgeman . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 1-124

VOLUME V.
P a r t  I.

An Abstract of the Contents of the Burton Chartulary, in possession of the 
Marquis of Anglesey at Beaudesert. B y Major-General the Hon. G. Wrot­
tesley . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .. . .  pp. 1-101

The Staffordshire Hundred Rolls, temp. Henry III. and Edward I. From 
the originals in the Public Record Office. By Major-General the Hon. G. 
Wrottesley . .  ..  . .  .. ..  . .  .. pp. 105-121

The Pleas of the Forest, Staffordshire, temp. Henry III. and Edward I. 
Translated from the originals in the Public Record Office, with an intro­
duction and notes. B y Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley pp. 123-130

P a r t  II.
The Heraldic Visitations of Staffordshire made by Sir Henry St. George, Norroy, 

in 1614, and by Sir William Dugdale in the years 1663 and 1664. Edited 
and annotated by H. Sydney Grazebrook, Esq. . ,  . .  . .  pp. 1-349

VOLUME VI.
P a r t  I.

The Stone Chartulary. An abstract of its contents from the original MS. in 
the British Museum. B y Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley pp. 1-28 

Staffordshire Pleas, taken from the Additional MS., No. 12,269, British Museum,
by the same ............................................................................. pp_ 29-36

Extracts from the Plea Rolls, A .D . 1272 to a .d . 1294, taken from the original Rolls 
in the Public Record Office, with an introduction, by the same pp. 37-300

P a r t  II.
A List of the Capitular Muniments at Lichfield, compiled for the Bean and 

Chapter. B y the Rev. Dr. C. J. C o x ........................................pp. 1-230

VOLUME VII.
P a r t  I.

Extracts from the Plea Rolls, a .d . 1294 to a .d . 1307. Translated from the 
original Rolls in the Public Record Office. B y Major-General the Hon. 
George Wrottesley. With an introduction and notes . .  pp. 1-191 

The Exchequer Subsidy Roll of A.D. 1327, Edited, with an introduction and 
notes by Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley . .  . .  pp. 193-255
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P art II.
A  History of the Family of Swynnerton of Swynnerton, and of the younger 

branches of the same family settled at Eccleshall, Hilton, and Butterton. 
By the Son. and Rev. Canon Bridgeman . .  . .  pp. 1-189

VOLUME VIII.
P a r t  I.

An Account of the Military Service Performed by Staffordshire Tenants in
the Thirteenth and Fourteenth Centuries. From documents in the Public
Record Office. By Major-General the Son. G. Wrottesley pp. 1-122

A Chartulary of the Priory of St. Thomas, the Martyr, near Stafford. Collected
and edited by the Rev. F. Parker . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 125-201

P a r t  II.
History of the Manor and Parish of Castre or Castle Church. B y H r. T. J. de 

Mazzinghi, M .A . . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 1-152

VOLUME IX .
P a r t  I.

Extracts from the Assize Rolls and De Banco Rolls of the Reign of Edward 
II., A .D . 1307 to A .D . 1327. Translated from the original Rolls in the 
Public Record Office. B y Major-General the Son. G. Wrottesley pp. 1-118

Extracts from the Fine Rolls of the Reign of Edward II., A .D . 1307 to A .D . 1327, 
taken from the original Rolls in the Public Record Office. B y Major- 
General the Son. G. Wrottesley . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 120-132

P a r t  II.
An Account of the Barons of Dudley. B y Senry Sydney Grazebrook, Esq.

p p .1-152

VOLUME X.
P a r t  I.

Extracts from the Coram Rege Rolls and Pleas of the Crown, Staffordshire, of 
the Reign of Edward II., A l) .  1307 to A .D . 1327. Translated from the 
original Rolls in the Public Record Office. B y Major-General the Son. G. 
Wrottesley ..  ..  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..  pp. 1-75

The Subsidy Roll of 6 Edward III., A.D. 1332-33. From the original Exchequer 
Roll in the Public Record Office, and edited, with an introduction and notes. 
B y Major-General the Son. G. Wrottesley . .  . .  . .  pp. 79-132

P a r t  II.
An Account of the Younger Branches of the Family of Sutton alias Dudley 

(in continuation of Volume IX , Part II ) . By Senry Sydney Grazebrook, 
Bsq. . .  . .  ...........................  . .  . .  . .  pp. 1-178

VOLUME XI.
Extracts from the Pica Rolls, 1 to 15 Edward III., translated from the original 

Rolls in the Public Record Office, by Major-General the Son. G. Wrottesley
pp. 1-123

Tbo Final Concords, or Feet of Fines, Staffordshire, a .d . 1327 to a .d . 1547, to  
which have been added those of mixpd counties to which Staffordshire tenants 
were parties, edited by Major-General the Son. G. Wrottesley pp. 127-292

A Chartulary of the Augustine Priory of Trentham, collected and edited by the 
Tier. F. Parker . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  . .  pp. 295-326
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VOLUME XII.
P a r t  I.

Extracts from the Plea Rolls, 16 to 33 Edward III ., translated from the 
original Rolls in the Public Record Office, by Major-General the Son. G. 
Wrottesley . .  ♦♦ . .  . .  . .  ♦ . . .  pp. 1-173

Pedes Finium, or Fines of Mixed Counties, which include manors and tene* 
ments in Staffordshire, temp. Henry V II., Henry V III., Edward V I., and 
Philip and Mary. Abstracted from the originals in the Public Record Office, 
by Major-General the Son. G. Wrottesley . .  . . . .  pp. 177-235

Final Concords, or Pedes Finium o f Staffordshire, for the 1st year of Queen
Elizabeth. Abstracted from the originals in the Public Record Office, by Mr.
W. Boyd, and revised by the Sonorary Secretary . .  . .  pp. 235-239

The Chetwynd Chartulary, printed from the original MS. at Ingestre, with an 
introduction and notes, by Major-General the Son. G. Wrottesley pp. 242-336

P a r t  II.
Supplement to the History of the Manor and Parish of Blymhill, by the Son. and 

Bev. Canon Bridgeman ..  . .  . .  . .  , ,  . .  pp. 1-29

VOLUME X III.
Extracts from the Plea Rolls o f Edward I I I .  and Richard IT ., a .d .  1360 to A.D. 

1387, translated from the original Rolls in the Public Record Office, by Major- 
General the Son . G. Wrottesley . .  . .  . .  . .  p p .  1-204

Final Concords, or Pedes Finium of Staffordshire of the reign of Elizabeth,
continued from Vol. X II , 2 to 15 Elizabeth, abstracted from the original
Feet of Fines in the Public Record Office, by Mr. W. Boyd, and revised by 
the Sonorary Secretary . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  pp^ 207-300

VOLUME XIV.
P a r t  I.

Extracts from the Coram Rege Rolls of fEdward III . and Richard II., A.D . 1327 
to a .d . 1383, translated from the original Rolls in the Public Record Office
by Major-General the Son . G. W r o t t e s l e y ............................. pp i_ i62

The Final Concords, or Pedes Finium of Staffordshire, of the’ *reign of ’ Eliza­
beth, a.d. 1573 to a .d . 1580, abstracted from the original Documents in the 
Public Record Office, by Mr. W. Boyd, and revised by the Sonorary Secre-

Military Service performed by Staffordshire tenants during the reign of Kmhard 11* 
from the original Bolls in the Public Becord Office by Major-General the 
Ben. G. Wrottesley .................................................................J pp. 221-261

P a r t  II.
The History of the Manor and Parish of Weston-under-Lizard in the co. of

otanord, by the S on , and Bev. George Bridyetnan . .  . .  ,, pp 1—,ss

VOLUME XV.
Extracts from the Plea Bolls of the reigns of Biehar.l II. and Henrv IV. A n 11S7 

i° A, translated from the original Bolls in the Public Bec’ord Office 
ty  Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley . ,  , .  nn 1- 19R

The ^nal Concords or Pedes Finium of Staffordshire, of the rdgn of EHzahoth!
Public Bccord nir i  ab^ rac^ >  from the original documents in the 

r' n ' So« d' and rLviscJ by the Honorary

The StsffordshireMuster of A .i'l640,7rom  the original M ^ter Boll at Wrottesley8 
aa lutTOduction by Major-General t l  Hon. G. 71 rottesley pp. 201-231
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VOLUME XVI.
Extracts from the Cheshire Plea Bolls of the reigns o f Edward III., Bicliard II., end 

Henry IT ., and from the De Banco and Coram Bege Bolls of Bichard II. and 
Henry IV ., translated from the original Bolls in the Public Eecord Office, 
by Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley . .  . .  . .  pp. 1-94

The Final Concords, or Pedes Finium of Staffordshire, 32 Elizabeth to the end of 
the reign of Elizabeth, A .D . 1589 to 1603, abstracted from the originals in  
the Public Becord Office, by Mr. W. Boyd, and revised by the Honorary 
Secretary . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . . . .  pp. 95-226

The Bydeware Chartulary, from the original in the possession of Sir Bobert 
Gresley, Bart., of Drakelowe, by Isaac Herbert Jeayes, Esq., o f the MS. 
Department, British Museum, with an Introduction by Major-Generi.1 the 
Hon. G. Wrottesley .. . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 227-302

VOLUME X V II.
Extracts from the Plea Bolls of the reigns of Henry V. and Henry VI., translated 

from the original Bolls in the Public Becord Office, by Major-General the 
Hon. G. Wrottesley . .  . .  . .  . .  , .  . .  pp. 1-153

The Poll Tax of a .d . 1379-81 for the Hundreds of Offlow and Cuttlestone, copied 
from the original Boll in the Public Becord Office, by Mr, W. B oyd ; the 
abbreviations extended and an Introduction added by the Honorary Secretary

p p .157-205
Final Concords, or Pedes Finium of Mixed Counties, which include Staffordshire, 

abstracted from the original Fines in the Public Becord Office, by Mr. W. 
Boyd, and revised by the Honorary Secretary .. , .  . .  pp. 208-236

The Slienstone Charters, copied from the Chartulary or Great Coucher Book of 
the Duchy of Lancaster in'the Public Becord Office, by Mr. George Graze- 
brook, with notes by the late Mr. H. S. Grazebrook . .  . .  pp. 239-298

VOLUME X V III.
P a r t  I.

The Final Concords, or Pedes Finium o f Mixed Counties, which include Stafford­
shire temp. Elizabeth, abstracted from the original Fines in the Public 
Becord Office, by Mr. W. Boyd, and revised by the Honorary Secretary

pp. 1-21
The Final Concords, or Pedes Finium of Cities in Staffordshire temp. Elizabeth,

by the same . .  ..  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  •. pp. 22-27
The Final Concords, or Pedes Finium of Staffordshire, 1 to 4 James I. (inclusive), 

by the sam e.. . .  . .  . .  . .  •• ■■ . .  pp. 28-70

P a r t  II.
Crocy and Calais, a .d . 1346-47, from the Bolls in the Public Becord Office and a 

MS. in the College of Arms, as below:—
French Boll, 19 E. III., Part 2 , .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 58-65
French Boll, 20 E. III., Parts 1 and 2 . .  . .  . .  pp. 65-115
French Boll, 21 E. III., Parts 1 and 2 . .  . .  . .  pp. 115-136
Memoranda Bolls, Queen’s Bemembrancer . .  . .  . .  pp. 136-190
The accounts for the war, by Walter do Wctewang, the

Treasurer of the Household . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 191-219
Ihe Xorman Boll of 20 E. III. . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 219-259
The Calais Boll o f 21 E. I l l ............................................................ pp. 260-279

By Major-General the Hon. G. Wrottesley.

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



VOLUME XIX.

OK

VOLUME I. N e w  S e r ie s .

Tlie Gresleys of Drakelowe. An account of the Family, and Notes of its con­
nexions by Carriage and Descent from the Norman Conquest to the 
Present Day, by Falconer Marian, M .A., Fellow o f  Brasenose College, 
Oxford.

VOLUME II. N e w  S e r i e s .

History of the Manor and Parish of IVeston-under-Lizard. Compiled from the 
MSS. of the late Key. the Hon. George T. O. Bridgeman, Hector of V  igan. 
By the Rev. Ernest II. 0 . Bridgeman, Rector o f  Blymhill, and Charles 
G. 0. Bridgeman, Esq., o f  11, Stoue Buildings, Lincoln’s Inn, Barrister- 
at-Law.

VOLUME III. N ew  S e r i e s .

1. Final Concords, or Pedes Finium Staffordshire, 5 James I. to 9 James I,,
inclusive. Abstracted from the originals in the Public Kecord Office by 
Mr. IV. Boyd and revised by the Honorary Secretary .. ..  pp. 1-70

2. Some Notes on the earlier Swvnnertons of Kceleshall and Chell, and on the
cross-legged effigy in Swynnerton Church, by the Rev. Charles Sicynnerton

pp. 71-120
3. Extracts from the Plea Eolis of the reign of Henry VI., translated from the

original Rolls in the Public Record Office by Major-General the Hon. 
George Wrottesley.. .. . .  ..  . .  ..  ..  pp. 121-229

VOLUME IV. N e w  S e r ie s .

1. Final Concords (Divers Counties) to which Staffordshire tenants are parties,
1 James I. to end of James I. Abstracted from the originals in the Public 
Record Office, by Mr. W. Boyd, and revised by the Honorary Secretary

pp. 1-28
2. Final Concords, Staffordshire, 10 James I. to 13 James I., inclusive. Abstracted

from the originals in the Public Record Office, by Mr. IF. Boyd, and revised 
by the Honorary Secretary .. ..  ..  .. ..  pp. 29-91

3. Extracts from the Plea Roils, 34 Henry VI. to 14 Edward IV., inclusive.
Translated from the original Rolls in the Public Record Office, by 
Major-General the Hon. George Wrottesley .. .. ,.  pp. 92-212

4. The Muster Roll of Staffordshire of a . d . 1539 (Offlow Hundred). Copied from
the original in the Public Record Office, by Mr. W. Boyd, with a Preface 
by the Honorary Secretary . .  ..  ..  ..  ,,  pp. 213-257

VOLUME V. N e w  S e r i e s .

1. The Gifiards from the Conquest to the present time, by Major-General the
Hon. George Wrottesley . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  , , pp. 1-232

2. The Muster Roll for Staffordshire, A .D . 1539 (Hundreds of Cnttlestune and
Pyrehill). Copied from the original in the Public Record Office, by 
Mr. W. Boyd, and revised by the Honorary Secretary .. pp. 233-324
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VOLUME VI. N ew S er ie s .

P a r t  I.

1. Final Concords, Staffordshire, 13 James I. to 16 James I. Abstracted from the
originals in the Public Record Office, by Mr. W. Boyd  . .  pp. 1-60

2. Muster Roll, Staffordshire. A .D . 1539. The Hundreds of Seisdon and Tot-
monslow. From the original in the Public Record Office, by Mr. W. Boyd

p p .  61- 88 .
3. Extracts from the Plea Rolls, temp. E. IV., E. V. and Rich. III., by Major-

General the Hon. George Wrottesley ..  . .  . .  . .  pp. 89-164
4. The Inventory of Church Goods and Ornaments taken in Staffordshire,

6 E. V I. (1552), with an introduction and Glossary, by the Rev. F. J. 
Wrottesley.. . .  . .  ..  . . . .  . .  . .  pp. 165-190

P a r t  II.
A History of the Eamily of Wrottesley, of Wrottesley, eo. Stafford, with copies of 

the ancient deeds formerly at Wrottesley, by Major-General the Hon. 
George Wrottesley . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  pp. 1 to 388

Younger Branches of tho Wrottesley family, by the same . .  . .  pp. 389-397

VOLUME VII. N e w  S e r ie s .

1. An Account of the Family of Okeover of Okeover, co. Stafford, with transcripts
of the ancient deeds at Okeover, by Major-General the Hon. George 
Wrottesley ..  . .  . .  . .  .. . .  . .  . .  pp. 4-187

2. Final Concords and Pedes Finium, Staffordshire, 16 James to 19 James I
Abstracted from the originals in the Public Record Office, by M r. W . Boyd.

p p .191-236
3. Early Chancery Proceedings. Richard II. to Henry VII., copied from the

originals in the Public Record Office, by Major-General-the Hon. George 
Wrottesley .. . .  . .  . .  . .  ..  . .  .. pp. 240-293

VOLUME VIII. N e w  S e r ie s .

The Second Register of Bishop Robert de Stretton, a .d . 1360-1385. Abstracted 
into English from the original Latin Record at Lichfield, by the Rev. R. A . 
Wilson, Vicar o f  Hints . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1-401

VOLUME IX. N e w  S e r ie s .

1. Chancery Proceedings temp. Elizabeth, A .D . 1560 to a .d . 1570, from the original
documents in the Public Record Office, by Mr. W. K. Boyd  pp. 1-241

2. The Parentage of Sir James de Audley, K.G., by Mr. Josiah Wedgwood, M.P.
pp. 243-268

3. The Burton Abbey Surveys. Reprinted from the English Historical Review,
by permission of Messrs. Longmans & Co., by Mr. Horace Round

pp. 270-289
4. The Chartnlary of Dieulaeres Abbey, from an ancient copy in the possession of

the Earl o f Macclesfield, with an introduction and notes, by Major-General 
the Hon. G. Wrottesley . .  . .  , ,  . .  . .  pp. 291-365
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THE TENURE OF DRAYCOTE- 
UNDER-NEEDWOOD.

W O R K IN G  on Berkshire manorial history in the twelfth century 
I had occasion to consult the Rydware Chartulary1 for the early 
charters o f Frilsham. The first and most important o f  these is 
given as follows :

..................Comes de Ferrariis omnibus hominibus et amicis suis
Francis et Anglicis etnominatim hominibus suis de Berkeschyra salutem. 
Sciatis me reddidisse et concessisse Reginaldo de Grey et heredibus suis 
Fryddelysham et terram de Yldeslea cum omnibus *pertinentiis suis 
libere et quiete cum alio feodo ubicunque sit sicut unquam Rogerus 
Venator et Radulphus filius suus unquam melius tenuerunt et liberius. 
Testibus Rogero capellano et Willelmo Pantel, et Roberto de Piro 
dapifero et Ricardo de Fishide, et Roberto de Bakepuz.2

General W rottesley rightly observes that “ Robert de Piri, 
William Pantoul, and Robert de Pakepuz ” all occur among the 
Earl’s tenants in 1166 . But to these must be added Richard 
de Fifhide (as the name should be given), who held o f  the earl 
at Fyfield (Berks) in 1166 , as did Robert de Bakepuz at 
Kingston Bagpuz. Roger, the earl’s chaplain, is also a witness 
to his charters at about this period.

The places named in the charter present no difficulty, for 
Frilsham and (land in East) Ilsley, Berks, duly appear in 
Domesday as held o f  Henry de Ferrers. The difficulty arises 
from the name o f  Reginald de Grey. N o such person is named

1 Edited by General the Hon. G eorge W rottesley in vol. xvi o f  the 
William Salt Society’s publications.

2 Op. cit., pp. 283- 4.
B 2
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as living at the tim e; no such person appears among the 
knightly tenants o f Ferrers ; nor can we connect with Frilsham 
anyone so named. It occurred to me, therefore, by a bold 
emendation, to read Reginald de Gresley,1 and I propose to 
show that this emendation can not only be proved to be right 
but supplies the clue to a manorial descent o f no little interest 
and importance.

O f the “ mysterious Reginald de Gresley,” as Mr. Madan 
terms him ,2 we have hitherto known but little, nor has it 
occurred to anyone, I believe, to connect him with Berkshire. 
The cardinal document, in Mr. Madan’s words, is the record o f 
a plea concerning Boyleston, co. Derby, and Draycote-under- 
Needwood, co. Stafford, transcribed in the Rydeware Chartulary.3 

Nichols, working from this chartulary, constructed from the 
record a chart pedigree1 as follows :—

4  T H E  T E N U R E  OF DRAYCOTE-U NDER-NEEDW OOD.

Thom as, Lord o f  R alf le Petit.
Boyleston and of 

Draicote sub Need- 
wode.

. I
Reginald de Gresley,1 =p Hawys.2 =j= Sir R alf Peche.
who held two knight’s I 

fees in 1166.
. I

Reginald de Boyleston Sir Nicholas Peche,
died s.p. buried at D unstaple

Priory, temp. John.

Matilda Peche.

The doubtful point is the Christian name o f the first husband 
o f Hawys. Mr. Jeayes reads the relative passage :

Item  de predicta H aw ysia venit R eginaldus de B oyliston  de T 
patre, qui vocabatur R eginaldus de G resley.5

1 Mr. H. J. Ellis points out to me that the error probably arose from a 
peculiar abbreviation, for am ong the Chandos-Pole charters at Radbourne 
is the original grant by Robert, abbot o f  Burton, to Robert, son o f  Robert, 
son o f  W alchelin o f  Heanor in Over, which is entered in the Burton
Chartulary (p. 37), to which the last witness is “  Reir.aldus de Gre’,” the 
abbreviation somewhat resembling a “  y,” though this witness was Reginald 
de Gresley himself. 2 The Gresleys o f  Drakeloive, p. 29.

3 Staffordshire Collections, W illiam Salt Society, vol. xvi, p. 257.
1 Leicestershire, vol. iii, facing p. 982*.
5 Cresley Charters, p. 114 ; op. cit., p. 258.
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that we find the names o f Tichmarsh and Sydenham again 
brought into conjunction in a very important transaction, which 
bears on the origin o f Lovel o f Tichmarsh. Tichmarsh 
(Northants) was held in Domesday, under Ferrers, by Sewal, 
founder o f the Shirleys, and was thus alienated to L o v e l:— 

“ Jacobus de Shirley dedit Gilberto Comiti Glocestrie 
servitium duorum feodorum militum quae Johannes Lovell et 
Matildis de Sydnam uxor ejus tenuerunt in Tichmersh de 
hereditate ipsius Matildis.” 1

It will probably be safer to content ourselves, for the present, 
with establishing the fact that the Berkshire and Derbyshire 
estates descended together from the time o f  Domesday, when 
their tenant was Roger “ Venator,” who was succeeded by his 
son Ralf,2 which is perhaps the most difficult stage o f succession 
to prove in early genealogy.

J. H o r a c e  R o u n d .

10 TH E  T E N U R E OF DR AYCOTE-UNDER-NEEDW OOD.

1 Lovell evidences, arc. 1270, printed in Stemmata Shirleiana , p. 345.
2 It seems possible that he was the R alf “ V enator” who occurs among 

the witnesses to the original grant o f Norbury to Fitz Herbert.
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FINAL CONCORDS OR PEDES 
FINIUM, STAFFORDSHIRE.

{Continued from  Vol. V II , New Series.)
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FINAL CONCORDS OR PEDES FLNIUM, 
STAFFORDSHIRE.

(Continued from Vol. VII, Hew Series.)

H il l a r y , 19 J am es I.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 19 James I.
Between Francis Orme and James Sutton, complainants, and George 

Rocke, deforciant of 3 messuages, 3 gardens, 30 acres of land, 10 acres of 
meadow and 60 acres of pasture in Brewood, H orsbroock, Brom hall and 
Streaton.

George remitted all right to Francis and James and the heirs of Francis, 
for which Francis and James gave him ,£120.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 19 James I.
Between H enry Sheppard, complainant, and Ralph Alporte, deforciant of 

2 messuages, 3 barns, 2 gardens, and 4 acres of land in W alsall.
Ralph remitted all right to H enry and his heirs, for which H enry gave 

him £60.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 19 James I.
Between Thomas Parkes, armiger, complainant, and John Merihurste, 

deforciant of a barn, and 60 acres of land in Delves, otherwise W alsted 
D elves and W ednesburie.

John rem itted all right to Thomas and his heirs, for which Thomas gave 
him £ 100.

On the morrow of the Purification of the Blessed M ary. 19 James I.
Between Thomas Hed, gentleman, complainant, and Richard Bowyer,

fentleman, and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 11 messuages, 2 tofts, 1 
ovecote, 11 gardens, 12 orchards, 200 acres of land, 62 acres of meadow, 

250 acres of pasture, 10 acres of wood, 160 acres of furze and heath, 
7s. 7|<i. rent, com mon of pasture for all kinds of cattle and common of 
turbary in M ilwich, Coton, Frodsw all, Garsall otherwise Garinsrsall, 
Stone, and Oulton otherwise W olton, and also of the sixth part of the 
manor of M illw ich, with the appurtenances.

Richard and Anne remitted all ligh t to Thomas and his heirs for ever, 
and covenanted that they would warrant the said tenements to the said 
Thomas and his heirs against the heirs of Richard Allen, deceased, father of 
the said Anne, for which Thomas gave them £500.

On the Octaves of the Purification of the Blessed M ary. 19 James I.
Between Gilbert, Lord Gerard, complainant, and Sir W illiam  Russell, 

knight, and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants of the manor of Audeley

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



14 F IN A L  CONCORDS OR PEDES FINIUM.

otherwise Audeleig-he, with the appurtenances, and of 50 messuages, 
50 cottages, 10 tofts, one watermill, 100 gardens, 100 orchards, 500 acres of 
land, 100 acres of meadow, 500 acres of pasture, 40 acres of wood, 300 acres 
furze and heath, 20 acres of marsh, and 60s. rent in A udeley otherwise 
Audeleighe and Talke-on-the-Hill, Halmerende, Big-nall end, Knowle end, 
Y ardley end, and Parke end.

W illiam and Elizabeth rem itted all right to G ilbert and his heirs, for 
which G ilbert gave them £800.

On the Octaves of St. Hillary. 19 James T.
Between John Duncalfe, complainant, and W illiam Pynson and Anne, 

his wife, deforciants of a messuage, a barn, a garden, an orchard, 18 acres of 
land, 3 acres of meadow, G acres of pasture, and common of pasture for all 
cattle in Great Saredon and Little Saredon.

W illiam  and Anne remitted all right to John and his heirs, for which 
John gave them £60.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 19 James I.
Between W illiam  Norm anfeld and John Hanbury, complainants, and 

Nicholas Bache and Eleanor, his wife, deforciants of 1 messuage, 1 
barn, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 8 acres of land, and 2 acres of pasture in 
Overpen.

Nicholas and Eleanor remitted all right to W illiam  and John and the 
heirs of W illiam, for which W illiam and John gave them £60.

On the Octavos of St. Hillary. 19 James I.
Between Thomas Oowper and Edward Broughton, complainants, and 

W iiliam Badnoll and Ellen, his wife, and Thomas Badnoll and Clara, his 
wife, deforciants of 1 messuage, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 50 acres o f land, 
V acres of meadow, and 30 acres of pasture in W alford and Stawne.

The deforciants remitted all right to Thomas and Edward and the heirs 
of Thomas Cowper for ever, for which Thomas Cowper and Edward gave 
them £ 100.

On the Octaves of the Purification of the Blessed M ary. 19 James I.
Between Thomas H arvey, gentleman, and Christiana, -his wife, 

complainants, and Hum phry Vaughton and Elizabeth, his wife, deforciants 
of a messuage, 10 acres of land, 6 acres of meadowT, 4 acres of pasture, 
2 acres of wood, and common of pasture for all kinds of cattle in W igB ingf on, 
Cum beiford, and Tam worth.

Hum phry and Elizabeth remitted all right to Thomas and Christiana 
and the heirs of the said Thomas, and covenanted that they would warrant 
the said tenements against John Vaughton, brother of the said Hum phry, 
and his heirs for ever, for which Thomas and Christiana gave them £100.

On the Octaves of the Purification of the Blessed M ary. 19 James I.
Between W illiam Bussell, knight, complainant, and Gilbert, Lord 

Gerrard, deforciant of the manor of Tillinston, with the appurtenances, 
and of 1 messuage, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 600 acres of land, 300 acres of 
meadow, 500 acres of pasture, 300 acres of furze and heath, and 100s. rent 
in Tillington.

Gilbert remitted all right to W illiam and his heirs, for which W illiam  
gave him £ 1,000.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 19 .Tames I.
Between Edward Pershouse, complainant, and John Turner, deforciant of 

10 acres of pasture in Cotwall and Sedgley.
John remitted all right to Edw'ard and his heirs, and covenanted that he 

would warrant the said tenements against Boger Turner, father of the said 
John, and his heirs for ever, for which Ed ward gave him £60.
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F IN A L  CONCORDS OR PEDES FINIUM. 69

Tliomas Astill and Katherine, his wife, deforciants of 1 messuage, 1 garden, 
40 acres of land, 10 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, and common of 
pasture for all kinds of cattle in Newborrowe.

Thomas and Katherine remitted all right to Hum phrey and Anthony, 
and the heirs o f Hum phrey, for which H um phrey and A nthony gave them

On the Octaves of the Purification of the Blessed M ary. 22 James I.
Between Bichard Perrie, complainant, and Thomas Coope and Sybil, his 

wife, and Thomas Marshall and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 1 messuage, 
1 barn, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 20 acres of land, 5 acres of meadow, and 20 acres 
of pasture in Tibbm gton otherwise Tipton,

The deforciants remitted all right to Richard and his heirs, for which 
Richard gave them £60.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 22 James I.
Between John Huntbache, gentleman, and Bichard Brooke, complainants, 

and Thomas Cartwright and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 24 acres of pasture 
in Coven.

Thomas and Aune remitted all ligh t to John and Richard, and the heirs 
of John, and covenanted that they would warrant the said tenements 
against Francis Cartwright, father of the said Thomas, and Anne, his wife, 
and the lieiis of the said Francis, for ever, for which John and Richard 
gave them £41.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 22 James I.
Between Richard Parkhowse and R obert t o o ,  gentleman, complainants, 

and Richard AVaymvright and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 1 messuage,
1 cottage, 2 bai ns, 1 orchard, 20 acres of land, 6 acres of meadow, 20 acres of 
pasture, and 2 acres of wood in S e d g e lc v .

Richard AVaynwright and Anne remitted all right to-Richard Parkhowse 
and R obert and the heirs of Richard Rarkhowse, for which Richard Rark- 
howse and Robert gave them £41.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 22 James I.
Between Ilen ry  Richardes and W alter Riehardes, complainants, and 

Richard Chapman, gentleman, and M ary, his wife, and John Chapman, clerk, 
deforciants of 1 messuage, 1 bain, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 30 acres of land, 
10 acres of meadow, and 40 acres of pasture in Coven and Busshebury.

The deforciants remitted all right to H enry and AATalter, and the heirs of 
AA'alter, for which H enry and AATalter gave them £100.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 22 James I.
Between John Cotes and Elizabeth, his wife, complainants, and Thomas 

Aspinall, gentleman, deforciant of 13 messuages, 4 cottages, 14 gardens, 
14 orchards, 600 acres of laud, 130 acres of meadow, 240 acres of pasture, 
50 acres of wood, 40 acres o f furze and heath, and common of pasture for all 
kinds of cattle 1 1 1  Amerton, Blithbridge, H ixon  Kinston, Caiowhill, 
Newton and Kingsbrom ley.

Thomas rem itted all right to John and Elizabeth, and the heirs of John, 
for which John and Elizabeth gave him £500.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 22 James I.
Between John Bellott, armiger, complainant, and Tim othy Egerton, 

armiger, and Anne, his wife, and Thomas Egerton, clerk, deforciants of
2 cottages, 4 acres of meadow, and 4 acres of pasture, and of the moiety of 
the manor of Horton, with the appurtenances, and also of the third part of 
2 water mills in Horton, Gratton, Endon otherwise Yendon, Bug-null, 
Stanley. Lon^adon and Rusnton James
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The deforciants rem itted all right to John and his heirs, for which John 
gave them £120.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 22 James I.
Between John Brasegirdle and Anne, his wife, complainants, and 

W illiam  Toye and Anne, his wife, deforciants of 1 messuage, 1 water mill, 
I barn, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 3 acres of land, and 8 acres of meadow in 
Morffe and Lutley.

W illiam and Anne, his wife, remitted all right to John and Anne, his 
wife, and the heirs of John, for which John and Anne gave them £100.

On the Octaves o f St. H illary. 22 James I.
Between Alexander Bache, complainant, and W illiam  Forster and 

Frances, his wife, Richard W obaston and Isabella, his wife, Thomas Forster 
and Joyce, his wife, deforciants of 1 messuage, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 10 acres 
o f land, 4 acres of meadow, and 10 acres of pasture in Foordhowses, 
W obaston, and Bushburie.

The deforciants remitted all right to Alexander and his heirs, and 
covenanted that they would warrant the said tenements against John 
W obaston, brother of the said Richard and his heirs for ever, for which 
Alexander gave them £41.

On the Octaves o f St. H illary. 22 Janies I.
Between Thomas Steward, John H ill, and Gerard Freeman, complainants, 

and Gerard W horwood, armiger, John W liorwood, armiger, and Oliver 
Baker, armiger, deforciants of 2 messuages, 2 gardens, 1 orchard, 60 acres 
o f land, 10 acres of meadow, and 40 acres of pasture in Over Areley.

The deforciants remitted all light to the complainants and the heirs of 
Thomas, for which the complainants gave them £100.

On the Octaves of St. H illary. 22 James I.
Between John Uovev, complainant, and Richard Crosway, W illiam  

T oy and Anne, his wife, and John Brasgirdle and Anne, his wife, 
deforciants of 1 barn, 36 acres of land, 1 acre of meadow, and common of 
pasture for all cattle in Ilorffe  and Enveld.

The deforciants remitted all right to John Dovey and his heirs, for which 
John D ovey gave them £41.

M ix e d  Co u n ties , H il l a r y . 22 J am es I.

On the M orrow  of the Purification of the Blessed M ary. 22 James I.
Between Nicholas Moseley, gentleman, and Oliver W horw ood, gentleman, 

complainants, and W illiam W oolryche, gentleman, and Petronilla, his wife, 
deforciants of 1 messuage, 1 garden, 1 orchard, 40 acres of land, 6 acres of 
meadow, and 30 acres of pasture in Lutley and Envield, co. Stafford, and of 
3 messuages, 1 cottage, 4 gardens, 4 orchards, 30 acres of land, 10 acres of 
meadow, and 40 acres of pasture in Nordley Reuis, Chelmersh, Qaatt, and 
Bridgnorth, co. Salop.

William and Petronilla rem itted all right to Nicholas and Oliver, and 
the heirs of Nicholas, for which Nicholas and Oliver gave them £200.

(To be continued.)
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THE COURT OF STAR CHAMBER.

T his court is supposed to have been established by Henry V II. 
the earliest proceedings extant being those o f  3 H. V II. It 
was held before the K ing and Council. The process was the 
same as the Court o f Chancery— by bills and answers, and 
depositions— but whilst the jurisdiction o f the former Court was 
confined to causes relating to property, the Star Chamber took 
cognizance o f  personal matters, misdemeanours, the rights o f 
the Crown, etc. When necessary the parties were summoned 
before the Council by writs o f Privy Seal.

Most o f the causes over which the Court claimed cognizance 
could have been decided by juries in the ordinary courts o f law, 
and as it was made a vehicle o f oppression by the rich and 
powerful it became very unpopular and it was finally abolished 
by the Long Parliament in 1641. The A ct by which it was 
abolished asserts that all matters heretofore examined in the 
Star Chamber were cognizable by the common law, and that 
the King and Council had no jurisdiction, power or authority 
over any man’s estate, and this has remained the law o f England 
up to the present time.

In abstracting the proceedings the spelling has been 
modernised, but the original language has been retained. An 
exception to this rule has, however, been made in the case o f the 
first suits, in order to give the reader an idea o f the orthography 
of the period.

G. W.
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THE COURT OF STAR CHAMBER.

S t a r  C h a m u e r  P r o c e e d in g s , H e n r y  VII.

No. 13.

To the K y n g  oitre soverane Lord and 1to all the. noble and discrete Lordes 
of hys most honerable Counsel/.

Shewyth mekely unto your highnes noble and sadde discrecions 
your humble and true liegeman and oratour John Madeley of 
Quykkishull in your countie of Stafford, that where one John Fitzherbert 
of Norbury in the countie of Derby, Esquier, the ixth day of the monyth 
of feveryere in the ixth yere of your moost noble reigne, come to 
Quykkyshull aforesaid wyth viij persons in hys company to your besecher 
unknowen, and then and ther brake up the dores of your said besecher 
and entred in to hys house, and there toke oute and clrave a wey vj kyen, 
and an horse, and them drave to Glaxton, and there ympouned them by 
the space of v dais, wherethurgh the horse died wyth oute any offence or 
trespace by your said besecher to hym done, and the kyne he kept, your 
said besecher compleynyd to my Lord Precedent who desyred hym to 
make delyvere, and where also as the said John byfore that tyme toke 
fromeyour said besecher asmocbe come and heye as amountyd to the sume 
of x marc and more. Wherappon your said besecher compleynyd a 
fore thys tyme to your said lordshyppys, and had jugement that the said 
John Fitzherbert schuld make delyvere of the said godes ayane to your 
said besecher as in thys same Court it doth appere, and as yet no 
delyvere canne have, to the utter undnyng of your said besecher wyth 
oute your most benygne grace to hym herein be shewyd. Plaise your 
said highnes of your most noble and habundaunt grace, and your noble 
and sadd discrecions the premisses tenderly to consider, and the grete 
wrong and injury that he dayly doth to your said besecher, and no 
remedye can have ayenst hym for the same of your gracious and blessyd 
disposition by the advice of your said discrete lordes to graunte your 
gracious lettres of Preve Seale to be dyrectyd unto the said John 
Fitzherbert straitly chargyng, and commandyng hym by the same upon
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hys liegaunce to appere afore your said grace and the said noble lordes 
of your Counsell to aunswere to the premisses, and to soch other maters 
as at hys comyng schalbe allegyd ayenst hym and thys fore the love of 
God and in the wey of charite.

Answer ofJohn Fitzherbert to the B ill o f complaint o f John Afadeley.

The same John saith that the said bill is insufficient and uncertain 
to be answered unto, and the matter contained in the same is matter 
determinable at the common law. And over that, he saith that the said 
John Madcley before this time has caused him to appear before my Lord 
President of the King’s Council, by virtue of another Privy Seal, where 
the said John Madeley has made the same complaint against him, 
whereunto he has answered. The which matter “ hangyth ” there not 
discussed. But for declaration of the truth, he said one Katherine 
Hanley was seised in fee, among other lands, and tenements, of the said 
house in Quikshull, and by name of all her lands and tenements in 
Quyksull and Prestwode, by a deed enfeoffed one Ralph Fitzherbert, 
father to the said John, whose heir he is, to have to him and to his heirs 
in fee. After whose death the said John Fitzherbert entered. And the 
same John Fitzherbert the said day and year, and at the time of the 
trespass supposed, came to Quyksull with three of his daily servants, as 
he commonly useth to walk, and then and there found a horse and six 
beasts “ damage fesaunt ” in his ov n freehold. By force whereof the 
said John took the said horse and beasts, and them lawfully impounded 
one day and one night. And after that, by desire of my Lord of Lincoln, 
then being bishop of Chester, they were delivered to the said John 
Madeley “ sauff and sownd.” And as to the taking'of the said “ cornes,” 
he saith the said Katherine was seised of the said lands and tenements 
in Quiksull, whereupon the said “ cornes ” were growing, in fee, and by 
the deed aforesaid enfeoffed the said Ralph Fitzherbert, to have and to 
hold to the said Ralph, and to his heirs, and so seised died. By force 
whereof the said John entered, and so was thereof seised till by the said 
John Madeley disseised. And the said John Madeley, so being seised 
by disseisin, set the said lands. And after the said John Fitzherbert 
entered again and found the said “ cornes” growing, and reaped part of 
them. And the Abbot of Crokkesden, and Sir Nicholas Mountgomery, 
knight, sent to the said John Fitzherbert, that the said “ cornes ” might 
be “ inned” upon the said ground by the said abbot, and if the said 
John Madeley, before the feast of St. Michael next after, showed not 
sufficient title to the said lands, that then the said John Fitzherbert 
should have the said “ cornes” as his own. And after, at a meeting at
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Roucester, before the said feast, the said John Madeley could not show 
sufficient matter or title to the said lands. Wherefore, after the said 
feast, the said John Fitzherbert took part of the said “ cornes ” and 
according to the agreement before had, the which “ cornes ” exceeded not 
the value of 46 .̂ 8d. And as to the hay, he saith it was then “ gresse 
groyng ” within the said lands of the which he was seised, and that he 
cut down the said grass and made it hay, and carried it to a “ mease ” 
(messuage) within the said lands. And after the said John Madeley 
took the said hay to his own proper use.

This is ihc replication o f John Madeley to the answer o f John 
Fiizherbert.

His bill is sufficient. And moreover he saith that one Walter Ycrney 
was seised of the tenements now in variance among other lands in fee. 
After whose death all the said tenements descended to one Elizabeth 
Hethcote as daughter and heir. Whose estate the said John Madeley 
now hath, and his father had, and peaceably occupied the same nigh 
eighty years. And moreover he saith that the said abbot and Sir 
Nicholas Montgomery, “ seyng the ryotwouse and wylfull disposicyon of 
the seid John Fitzherbert,” entreated him that the said “ cornes ” might 
be “ inned ” upon the said ground, and there to abide till further title of 
the right of the said lands might be more perfectly know'n between them, 
and before the said, and before any communication had between them, 
the said John Fitzherbert came to the house of the said John Madeley 
“ and hit dyd breke,” and carried away the said cornes in Derbyshire. 
Also he saith that John Fitzherbert set the hay to Alexander Cotis and 
Richard Sclater, who carried away the said hay. And forasmuch as 
before this time the said complaint and title have been made before 
your lordships and King’s Council here, and the same answer made— 
which title and answer were duly examined by “ Maister" Tremele and 
“ Maister ” Vaviser, and proofs brought before them— whereupon 
judgment w'as given that the said John Fitzherbert “ shuld noo forther 
medyll ” in the said tenements, and also make amends to the said John 
Madeley for the wrongs that he had done unto him, and thereupon an 
injunction of forty pounds was given “ unto” the said John Fitzherbert, 
which he hath broken, wherefore the said John Madeley prays that the 
said John Fitzherbert may be “ amitted” toward for disobeying the 
judgment here given, and that he may be compelled to find sufficient 
surety to suffer your poor orator to enjoy his said lands.
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What this deponent did after he heard that Michael had “ taken the 
church ” this defendant saith that he did or said nothing, saving only to 
the constable of Yokesale, who came to Sir Walter’s to ask counsel. To 
whom this defendant gave counsel to see the said Michael kept safe, for 
the safe guard of the town there, lest, peradventure, any of them that 
Michael had hurt should die, and then “ within a while” this deponent 
departed homeward to Tamworth.

John Baker, gentleman, examined, saith.

First, whether this deponent was at the park of Hanbury on the 30th 
of May last, this deponent saith that about noon of the same day he was 
without the said park.

Whether he was there when the assault was made on Michael 
Bracebrige ? He saith he was not then there, nor saw Michael there till 
the afternoon of the same day that the same Michael had “ taken the 
chirche ” at Yoxsale.

Whether David Tailour sent for this deponent, he saith “ ye.”
For what cause he sent for him ? He saith that the keeper sent one 

Warmyngham to this deponent in the morning of the same day to pray 
him to come and speak with him, showing no cause why, saving that the 
messenger “ of his owen heed ” said to this deponent being in his bed, 
that Michael was there in the park of Hanbury.

Whether this deponent was any of them that blew the two horns 
before Michael was hurt, he saith “ nay.”

Whether this deponent sent anybody to the same assault; saith that 
after David had sent to this deponent he sent thither James Hill and 
Hugh Sherard to demand of the said Michael what he did there, and to 
entreat him to go off the ground, and if he would not that they should 
compel him.

Whether this depontent assaulted Michael; saith that Michael after 
the affray came to Yoxsale and made his boast that “ he hadd ridd oon 
and toke the churche ther.” Whereupon this deponent accompanied 
only with David Tailour’s fellows, James Hill, Edward Lee and 
W. Crany, his servants, came by the churchyard to speak with the baily 
of the town there to counsel him to see the said Michael lawfully kept 
in the church till it was known whether he had committed any murder 
or not.

David Tailour, keeper of the park of Hanbury, examined 1st July 3 
Henry VIII upon his answer to the bill of complaint of Michael 
Bracbridge, saith :—

i 3 »
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The same Michael came to the said park, the 30th day of May last. 
Michael told him he came to fell wood.

Depositions of James Hill and Edward Lee.

Vol. VI, fol. 64-65.
To the King’s highness.

In most humble wise showeth unto your excellent majesty, your 
daily orator William Brereton, knight, that whereas the Earl of Bath 
and Richard Inketepen for certain sums of money paid to them by 
your orator, bargained and sold to your said suppliant all trees, timber 
and woods growing in Horton Hey, co. Stafford, which your orator 
holds for certain years of the said Earl and Richard, so it is that one 
John Wygewode (Wedgwood), the elder, William Smyth, Christopher 
Egge, Richard Egge, Lawrence Clowes, John Inde, William Staley, and 
Robert Chalner being riotously arrayed with force and arms the 24th of 
January in the 29th year of your reign, and divers times before and 
since, at Horton Hey, unlawfully assembled themselves together and 
cut down 300 trees in the said wood, and carried away 200 loads of 
underwood to the destruction of the said wood. Please to grant writs 
commanding them to answer to the premises.

The answer o f Christopher Egge. '
The bill of complaint is untrue. Lord Fitz Waren, now Earl of 

Bath, was seised of a wood called “ Rayclyffe,” within the manor of 
Horton, in fee, and by one William Rysdon his surveyor, for 20s. paid 
by this defendant about five years past bargained and sold to the 
defendant all his wood and trees growing in “ Rayclyffe,” except lx. 
oaks, and it was agreed that the defendant should have four years to cut 
the same wood. By force whereof the defendant cut and carried away 
parcel of the said wood, and afterwards was wrongfully interrupted and 
“ letted” by the complainant from cutting the residue, so that he could 
not accomplish his purpose within the said four years, wherefore he 
complained to the said Earl and his officers. Whereupon the said 
William Rysdon upon the “ conseyence ” and equity of the said matter, 
by his deed indented, dated the last day of June 30 Henry VIII, 
authorised this defendant to cut and carry away the residue within two 
years. By force whereof the defendant in quiet manner set to work, 
the other defendants beings his servants and labouring workmen, to cut 
and carry away the wood in “ Rayclyff,” two or three in one day. As 
to any riot, etc., the defendants are not guilty.
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Vol. VI, fol. 68-69.
To the King our sovereign Lord.

“  Moste humbly shoyth and complaynyth ” unto your highness your 
daily orator Henry Brearton, of the town of Leke, co. Stafford, that 
whereas your said complainant was in God’s peace and the King’s, 
going in the commonly used way or passage for every man accustomed 
and used to go, come or walk through the parish of Ryscheton 
(Rushton), that one Peter Wyllot and his wife, Roger Wyllot and 
James Wyllot, sons of the said Peter, of the parish aforesaid, labourers, 
with other persons unknown to the number of six, by the procurement 
of the said Peter, they not regarding the fear or dread of God nor the 
“ breke of the pease,” but riotously, about the 4th of January last in the 
24th year of our said King, with bows and arrows, clubs, staves and 
other weapons unlawful, in the parish aforesaid, lay in wait to beat, kill, 
slay or murder your said orator and riotously stopped the way upon him, 
and made assault upon your poor orator and him would have murdered 
if great and good help had not come.

Before the King and his Council at one month from Easter Day 
next to come.

Another bill by the same. Your said subject was going in the 
high-way from Ruschton towards the hall of Rydeard, one Peter 
Wyllat, etc., the 4th of February the 24th year, lay in wait for your said 
subject and upon him made assault and affray.

Vol. VI, fol. 70.
Most humbly complaineth your subject Ranulph Brett, of Newcastle- 

under-Lyne, co. Stafford, that whereas your said subject the Sunday next 
after St. Margaret’s Day last, which was the 21st of July in the 30th year 
of your reign, went in peaceable manner to the parish church of 
Owlsynton [Wolstanton] to the intent to hear divine service, and being 
in the church certain riotous and seditious persons, that is to say, Thomas 
Amys, Raffe Amys, Stephen Fenton, John Cleyton, and John Myddelton, 
of the parish of Shelton, and James Tybryght, of Burysden, riotously 
assembled themselves with swords, staves and defensive and invasive 
weapons by the procurement and setting on of one ill-disposed person, 
called John Amys, of Shelton, and in the body of the said church “ at 
the myddest of evensonge ” assaulted and beat one Randulph Buknall, 
servant to your said subject, and had not certain honest persons been 
then present they had put him in great danger of his life, and in the
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peace kept. Whereunto Broke said that if he came there he should 
come at his peril. After this Draycote desired this deponent and the 
others to go again to Broke and desire him to come to the church of 
Chedylton and commune with him. To which Broke said that he would 
keep the peace but would not “ come at hym ” at that time. Per me 
Thomas Whytney, Abbot of Deulencres.

John Brereton, esquire, of the age of forty-two, examined.
Never was consenting to anything contained in these interrogatories. •
Never commanded that the servants or tenants of Philip Draycote 

should plough, but heard Philip give leave to certain of his tenants to 
plough the said lands etc.

Philip Draycote, esquire, sworn.
As Bagnall has reported to this deponent, he had a lease first of 

John Egerton, the elder, for twelve years, and after that the feoffees of 
John Egerton made a new lease to the said Bagnall after the first 
years expired for Bagnall’s life, and had the lease confirmed by John 
Egerton, lately deceased, for which he paid fourteen nobles.

Bagnall being put out of the manor of Chedylton by Chetwyn and 
not being able to have his ploughs and necessaries to plough his lands 
with, came to this deponent praying him to suffer some of his tenants 
to help him in ploughing. Whereupon this deponent said, if Bagnall 
could entreat any of his tenants so to do, he was content. And so 
Bagnall went to two or three of this deponent’s tenants and got their 
help, and so had amongst them three ploughs, but who were the 
persons this deponent knew not till after they had ploughed part of 
the lands.

The said Hugh Bagnall and his son came to this deponent, 
having their heads broken and bleeding, and said that Broke had 
entered into the house of Chedylton with fifteen persons, (etc., as in 
the Abbot’s depositions).

Roger Fernehawe, of the age of forty and above, sworn.
Saith that on the day mentioned this deponent having money owing 

him in Chedylton by one Richard Newton for a horse that he had bought 
of him, went to Chedylton to the said Newton’s house having Richard 
Burgh with him, and when they came there.the servants said that Newton 
was at a wood of his own lying fast by the highway, to which place this 
deponent and Burgh went, and there found Newton and fell into com­
munication with him, and as this communication was between them 
Arthur Nedam and John Burgh came into the highway and sat down

L 2
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Knew no farmer there but Bagnall, who at that time had paid for 
midsummer quarter.

William Taylour, of the age of forty-two, sworn.
Saith he is tenant and servant to Mr. Draycote, and was desired by 

Hugh Bagnall only to plough.

Richard Wulleston, of the age of thirty-two.
Saith he is tenant to Mr. Draycote. Came thither only on the poor 

man’s saying he and others had helped Bagnall ofttimes before.

John Bagnall, of the age of sixty, sworn.
Saith that he was and is tenant to him that was and is lord of 

Chedylton at the same time. He came only at the poor man Bagnall’s 
desire.

Vol. VI, fol. 187-191.
To the King our sovereign Lord.

In m.ost humble wise complaineth, your orator Thomas Browne, 
dwelling in Careswall, co Stafford, that whereas one Thomas Gyfford, 
esquire, is seised of a certain moor, called 11 Watley More,” lying near 
Caryswall, in his demesne as of freehold as tenant by the courtesy of 
England after the decease of Dorothy, late wife to the said Thomas 
Gyfford, which Dorothy was daughter and one of the heirs of Sir John 
Mongomery, knight, deceased. And the same Thomas Gyfford licensed 
your orator that he should at all times when he pleased cut turves in the 
said moor for his fuel, according as he and all other inhabitants of Carys­
wall by licence of the said Thomas Gyfford and other persons who before 
this time have been seised of the said moor have ever used and continued 
time out of mind. “ And soe hit ys,” most gracious lord, that your said 
“ besecher” in June, in the 21st year of your reign digged in the said 
moor certain turves to the “ montenance ” of six wrain loads and above 
intending to carry them to his poor house. At which time one John 
Benteley of Watleymore, and Humfrey Benteley, of Hulme, and John 
M'ylnys, of Weston Cuny, by the commandment of Robert Cuny, esquire, 
the elder, and Robert Cuny, son to the said Robert, having bow's, arrow's, 
bills etc., the nth of June in the said 31st year, “ in the nyzth tyme by 
cause they wolde not have ther cruell and malicius dede knowyn,” 
destroyed all the said turves. In consideration whereof and also inso­
much as the said Robert Cuny and his son are gentlemen of great lands 
and substance, and also have many kinsmen in the said country so that 
your poor orator is not of ability to sue against them after the course of
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the utter impoverishment of your orator and his said brethren, exhibited 
a bill of complaint in the Court of Chancery before Sir Thomas Awdley, 
Lord Awdeley of Walden, against the said William Cowper, in which 
bill of complaint the said Sir Harry Delvys surmised to have by lawful 
conveyance the right, title and interest of the said John Bursselyn and 
Ellen in the premises now in variance. To which bill the said William 
Cowper made his answer, which is not yet replied to by the said Sir 
Harry. Notwithstanding the said Sir Harry Delvys not satisfying his 
malicious will and pleasure with these and other suits, but daily 
intending the utter undoing of the said William Cowper, his brethren 
and their servants, has caused the said John Bursselyn and Ellen now to 
attempt this wrongful suit against the said William Cowper and his said 
brethren and others. Wherefore the said William Cowper most humbly 
prays your majesty that he may be leleased from his double and unjust 
vexation. Elizabeth, Countess of Bath, was solely seised in her 
demesne as of freehold of certain lands and tenements called 
“ Bourchiers woode,” “ Wynemyldefeld,” Edmoundes Medowe,” and 
“ Iron Srnythe,” in the lordship of Awdeley, co. Stafford, whereof the 
said “ severall parke ” and “ Wynemyldefeld ” now in contention were 
and now be parcel, and she being solely seised, with the Earl of Bath 
next in reversion, to whom all the premises appertain and belong after 
the death of the said now Countess, about three years past did demise 
and let the said tenements called “ Bourchiers Woode,” “ Wynnemylne. 
feld,” “ Edmoundes Medowe,” and “ Iron Smythe ” to the said Robert 
Cowper named in this bill, for his own life. By force whereof the. said 
Robert Cowper, in his own right, and the said William Cowper and 
Thomas Cowper, the said 3rd of August in the 34th year of your reign, 
as servants of the said Robert Cowper, peaceably entered into the premises 
now in variance and occupied the same. The said defendant is ready to 
prove that the hurt and damage that the said Ralph Hoole has sustained 
by the beating and wounding of the said defendants, if any such were, 
was by the assault of the said Ralph Hoole and his accomplices and 
in defence.1

Vol. VII, fol. 218-219.
To the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Audeley, knight, Lord Audeley o f  

Walden and Lord Chancellor o f England.
In most humble wise showeth unto your good lordship your daily 

orator James Byng, son and heir of John Byng, late of Wolverhampton,

1 See p. 167.

i 5 i
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co. Stafford, that whereas the said John in his lifetime was seised of one 
messuage called, “ the Cocke,” in Wolverhampton, one barn, 20 acres 
of land, 2 acres of meadow, 20 acres of pasture, and 10 acres of wood 
in the lordship of 'Wolverhampton, in fee, and of such estate died 
seised, after whose death the premises descended to your orator as son 
and heir; howbeit divers evidences, charters and muniments concerning 
the premises are come to the hands of one James Levyson, merchant, 
by reason whereof he has conveyed divers estates of the premises to 
himself whereby he pretends title to the same. And yet the said 
James Levyson not being so content, “ upon” one year past or some 
what more, with force of arms, bringing with him William Northewood, 
William White, John Flecher, and John Baxster with other riotous and 
evil disposed persons to your orator unknown, to the number of six or 
seven, came to the premises in riotous manner assembled with divers 
defensible weapons, and there took and carried away ten of your orator’s 
oaks to the value of 20s-. to the great loss of your orator. May it 
please your good lordship to grant the King’s writ to be directed to the 
said James Levyson, William Northwood, William White, John Flecher, 
and John Baxster, commanding them to appear before your lordship and 
the King’s most honourable Council in the Star Chamber to answer to 
the premises.

[Endorsed.] At the tres (tresemaines) of Easter.

The answer o f Jatnes Leveson etc.
The bill is craftily, falsely and untruly feigned and imagined of 

malice and evil will to the intent to put the defendants to wrongful 
vexation of charges and expenses, and they are not compellable to 
make answer. They pray to be dismissed.

Vol. VII, fol. 234 
To the King our sovereign Lotd.

In most humble wiseshoweth unto your grace your dailyorator Richard 
Byddulf, of Byddulf, co. Stafford, esquire, that whereas one Laurence 
Savage, of Walgraunge, co. Stafford, esquire, in July last or thereabout 
had caused 200 sheep and more of your orator’s to be taken at Horton 
Hey, co. Stafford, and caused them to be driven to the tithe barn 
standing in Longyston moor, co. Stafford, and there impounded them 
wrongfully, so it is, gracious Lord, that your orator obtained a replevy 
of Sir John Gyfford, knight, sheriff of the co. of Stafford. By force 
whereof one William Mylles, one of the “ baylys arrant ” in the said 
county, came to the said barn the 26th of July last and took the said
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Quixhill to be made to Ralph Fitzherbert was not good or true. And the 
date of the other, which was made by the said Katherine, is 8th August 
21 Edward IV., and the effect of the same is to certify that the said 
Katherine annulled and revoked the grant made by her to Ralph 
Fitzherbert of her lands in Quixhill.

Thomas Russell, of Combrygge, of the age of 60 years and above, 
saith that he heard say that Katherine Hauley was very owner of the 
land now in traverse. In the lifetime of Katherine Hauley he hath Seen 
a man of Worcestershire, called “ bayly ” to Katherine Hauley, who came 
divers years to Staffordshire to Thomas Madeley to fetch rent “ at hym” 
for the said Katherine for her lands in Quixhill, and it was at that time 
said plainly in the country the rent was for the lands now in traverse.

William Netcham, tenant of the said John Fitzherbert in Rossynton, 
of the age of 40 years and above, saith that he was tenant of a cottage, 
parcel of the lands now in traverse by lease of John Madeley during 
nine or ten years, and he paid to John Madeley the rent thereof, except 
a year and a half which he paid to John Fitzherbert by command of 
Sir Nicholas Mountgomery, knight. And as to the “ cornes” taken, he 
saith that John Fitzherbert caused to shear one year all the “ cornes ” 
that were growing on the lands in the occupation of Madeley, which 
were “ inned ” and housed on the ground in the occupation of Madeley. 
As to the hay, John Fitzherbert caused part thereof in the occupation of 
John Madeley and part thereof in the occupation of this deponent to be 
mown. The whole hay amounted to four wain loads which was inned on 
the ground in traverse in the holding of this deponent. John Fitzherbert 
gave to this deponent as much of the said hay as grew' on the ground in 
the holding of this deponent.

John Clederowe, priest and monk of the monastery of Crokesden, of 
the age of 50 years and above, saith that the said season w’hen John 
Fitzherbert began to shear the “ cornes” of John Madeley at Quixhill, 
Sir Nicholas Mountgomery, knight, took displeasure against John Fitz­
herbert for shearing the corn. Which displeasure came to the knowledge 
of his master the Abbot of Crokesden, w’hereupon the Abbot dreading 
lest any further inconveniences should grow thereof, made labour and was 
the “ meyen” between the said Sir Nicholas and John Fitzherbert to 
appease all grudges amongst them, and it was agreed that the corn then 
growing on the ground nowT in traverse should be indifferently shorn and 
“ inned ” by the Abbot upon the ground nowr in traverse at the charges 
of the said Abbot, the corn there to remain indifferently unto the feast 
of St. Michael the Archangel next ensuing, and part thereof to be 
delivered to the wife of the said John Madeley to the sustenance of her and
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her children, and if any good end were made between John Fitzherbert 
and John Madeley for title of the lands then in traverse before the said 
feast, then the same end to be observed and kept, “ and elles aftur the 
seid fest the seid parties to be at their libertes lykewise as they were 
before the seid direction taken by the seid Abbot.” And further he 
saith that after the said feast John Fitzherbert caused to take away 
the said corn, and then paid the Abbot his costs.

John Neteham, of Quixhill, saith he hath dwelt there about seventeen 
years, and is of the age of forty years. Was tenant to John Madeley of 
a “ mese ” in Quixhill, parcel of the land now in traverse, paying him 
the rent during four years. And then he understood that the land was 
in traverse between John Fitzherbert and John Madeley, and departed 
from his said tenure. The Abbot of Crokesden hired the “ comes ” one 
year growing on the ground now in traverse to be shorn and “ Kytt ” 
down, and the Abbot hired this deponent and one Thomas Batte to 
carry and “ inne ” the said “ cornes.” Afterwards John Fitzherbert sent 
wains and carried away eight wain loads of wheat and one load of 
“ peyse and ootes.” Afterwards John Fitzherbert sent for this deponent 
to come to his place, called Norbury, and there he delivered to this 
deponent xiijw. iiijzf. and above to repay the said Abbot for shearing 
the corn etc.

Richard Rossell, of Combrigge, of the age of 50 years-and above, saith 
that Katherine Hauley sent one William Sherd, her “ bailly,” to John 
Madeley to Quixhill for her rent divers times, and in especial one time 
at which time the said John Madeley “  lakked ” money. Whereupon 
he came to this deponent, then being one of the church reeves of 
Roucettur. The deponent then sent for one John Clerk, his fellow 
church reeve, and then this deponent delivered to the said John 
Madeley forth of the church box there, a parcel of money to pay his 
rent, and John Madeley, then delivered to this deponent a spoon in 
pledge for the said money. Knows not for which lands the rent was 
paid to Katherine Hauley, but supposes it was for the lands now in 
traverse.

Thomas Botte, of Quixhill, who has dwelt there twenty years, and is 
50 years old and above, saith that as long as he hath known the land 
in traverse the said John Madeley and his father have occupied the same.
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Bundle XXVJ, No. 294.
Hie exceptions on the part op Richard Cholmeley, esquire, against the 

witnesses examined on the part o f Randulph May/waring, gentleman
As to the deposition of Edward Lodge, it ought not to be accepted, 

for the said Edward was undersheriff to one Sir Richard Maynwaring, 
knight, which Sir Richard is very nigh of kin to the said Randulph,
and is one of them that most supports him, “ except his maister” in
his unlawful suit against the said Richard.

To the deposition of Roger Maynwaring, it is not to be regarded, 
for he is nigh of kin to the said Randulph, and also at divers times
since the said affray has been about as much as in him was to have
been revenged of the said quarrel.

George Lyster is servant to one John Nedham, gentleman, which 
John is near of kin to Sir Robert Nedham, knight, which Sir Robert 
hath married Sir Randulph Mainwaring’s aunt, “ whiche is maister 
unto the said Randulph now compleynant.” By reason whereof all 
the servants, adherents, and tenants of the said Sir Robert Nedham 
“  berith ther favour ” and be partakers with the complainant.

John Holden, minstrel, is household servant to Sir Randulph 
Maynwaring, master to this complainant.

Randulph Wright is belonging and appertaining to Sir Philip 
Draycotte, knight, who is a great favourer and supporter of this com­
plainant in this and all other his “ besinesses.”

Richard Vuvyon is appertaining to the said Sir Philip, and by his 
means was brought to depose in this matter.

To the deposition of Agnes Dycons there is no certainty of truth.
To the deposition of Humfrey Maynwaringe, the same is nothing 

certain, for he is nigh of kin to the complainant, and was his servant 
and in his company at the time that he supposes that he was hurt.

To the deposition of Thomas Fydler alias Rooder, he is belonging 
to the said Sir Philip Draycotte, and his most comfort and help is by 
the said Sir Philip and Sir Randulph Maynwaringe. Wherefore no 
credence is to be given to his deposition.

To the deposition of Sir Gilbert Lyghtfoote, priest, it ought not to 
be regarded, for the said Sir Gilbert is priest at Ore by the means and 
preferment of Robert Maymvaringe, gentleman, who is one of the 
heads and chief of the parish, and is nigh of kin to the said com­
plainant, and the deposition that the said Sir Gilbert made was by the 
procurement of the said Robert Maynwaringe.

1 bee ante, p. 157.
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FOREST TENURES OF STAFFORDSHIRE.

T H E

T he  notes on the Liber Niger o f the Exchequer which were 
printed in the first volume o f these Collections dealt only with 
the military tenures o f the cou n ty ; but besides these tentures, 
there were others held by an hereditary right, o f which account 
must be taken if a full history o f  a county is to be written. 
These, which are technically known as Sergeanties, consisted o f 
services due to the King o f  a very miscellaneous character, many 
o f them even o f a grotesque nature ; but being services due to the 
Crown and held by an hereditary tenture, they appear always to 
have been very highly esteemed and in most cases were performed 
by men o f knightly rank. In the following pages it is proposed to 
deal with the Forest Tenures o f Staffordshire.

Richard Chenvin, who, under the name o f Ricardus Forestarius, 
occurs as Chief Forester o f  Cannock at the date o f the Domesday 
Survey, affords one o f  the few instances o f  a man o f  English 
birth who was appointed by the Conqueror to an important 
Ministerial office, which he held during the whole o f his life and 
transmitted intact to his descendants. The Staffordshire Domes­
day, under the head o f  Terra Ricardi Forestari, shows he held 
the following manors :—

Turvoldesfeld (Thursfield),
Witemore (Whitmore),
Normancote (Normicote),
Heneford (Hanford),
Hancese (Hanchurch),
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19 2  TH E FOREST TEN U R ES OF STAFFO RD SH IRE.

Claitone (Clayton Griffith),
Dulmesdene (Dimsdale),
Clotone (Knutton),
Redbaldestone (Rodbaston), 

and a waste hide in Estendone, which cannot be identified.
The same survey states, that Chenvin, a king’s thane, held 

Codeshale, and that he had held it in the time o f King Edward.
Under Warwickshire, Domesday names the following manors 

held in capite by Ricardus Forestarius, v iz .:—
Herdeberge (Harborough),
Brancote (Bramcote),
Greneberge (Granborough),
Sucheberge (Shukburgh),
Morton (Morton),
Radweia (Radway), 

and the following manors held also in chief by Ricardus Venator, 
viz., Sowa (Sowe) and Cestertone (Chesterton). T o  prove the 
identity o f Chenvin with Richard the Forester, we have the 
evidence o f the Testa de Nevill, which states, under Warwickshire, 
that the R ex Willelmus Bastardus when he acquired England 
“ qua/ido perqvisivit A ngliam '' gave to Richard Chenvin, his 
Sergeant (servienti ejus), three parts o f Cestreton (Chesterton) for 
the custody o f the Forest o f Canoe, for which he was to render 
10 marks annually for the Bailiwick o f the Forest, and for other 
tenements therein. The account then goes on to describe the 
alienations made by various possessors o f  the fee, all o f which 
would be illegal according to the law then in force. It appears 
from these that Richard had founded and endowed a church at 
Cestreton with 2 marks o f  rent yearly, and afterwards one W illiam  
Crok had come and married the daughter o f the said Richard, 
and William gave the church to the Priory o f Kenilworth; and 
then one Robert de Broc had married the daughter o f William 
Crok, and afterwards one Hugh de Loges had married the 
daughter o f Robert de Brok, and from Hugh it had descended 
to Hugh his son, who was living at the time o f  the Inquest.

Under Sowe, the “ Testa ” states that Hugh de Loges held 
four virgates o f  land, o f  which his predecessor Richard Chenvin 
had been enfeoffed from the Conquest o f  England, by William 
the Bastard, together with other lands, for the custody o f the
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Forest of Canoe. Richard had held it all his life, and it then 
descended to Margery his daughter and heir, and from Margery 
to William Crok as her son and heir, and William Croc had 
been hanged, and his land had been taken into the K in g ’s hands, 
and afterwards given to Robert de Brok with Margery the sister of 
the William Crok who had been hanged ; and from Robert it 
descended to one Margery as daughter and heir who had married 
Hugh de Loges. The account then goes on to name the 
alienations which had been made of parts o f the fee, and 
amongst these it states that Robert de Broc had enfeoffed one 
Robert de Codeshall in half a virgate of land in the same 
place, viz., in Sowe. This last circumstance is of interest, for 
Domesday shews that Codeshall was held in 1086 by Chenvin 
a K ing’s thane and that he had held it in the reign of K ing 
Edward. It thus appears that Richard Chenvin was of English 
birth, and had been appointed to his office of chief Forester of 
Cannock by William the Conqueror.

Under Suckeberge (Shuckborough) the “ T esta” states that 
King William had enfeoffed Richard Chenvin of three virgates 
of land, and it gives the same account of the descent of the 
manor as under Sowe, but in the account of Greneberge 
(Granborough) it mentions that that place had descended from 
Richard Chenvin to Walter Crok. This is shewn to be the 
correct version by the Warwickshire Pipe Roll of 31 H. 1.(1130), 
in which it is recorded that W alter Croc owed three marks of 
gold to have back his office {pro rehabendo ministerio suo) and he 
owed £ 13 m .  5d. for the land of Richard Chienewe {sic). It 
appears therefore that at a previous Forest Iter W alter had been 
convicted of some malpractices and had been deprived of his 
office, and the same Pipe Roll shews that he owed ten horses, 
106 beasts and 200 pigs which he had removed from the Forest, 
and which had belonged to the Forest and not to him.

The family of Croc must have been Hereditary Foresters 
under the Crown at other places, for the Abingdon Chartulary 
has the following grant by Henry I . :—

Henricus Rex Anglorum, W illelmo filio Walteri Croc Venatori, et 
Ricardo servienti, et omnibus ministris de foresta de Windesore, salutem. 
Sciatis me concessisse Deo et Sancte Marie de Abbendon tota decima de 
venatione que capte fuerit in foresta de Windesore, Teste Roberto Episcopo 
L in co l: Eudone Dapifero etc. apud Burhelle.
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The Hampshire Domesday also shews that Crock Venator 
held two manors in capite in that county in 1086, which seems 
to point to the fact that Croc the father was the chief Forester of 
the New Forest.

From W alter Croc the Stewardship of Cannock descended to 
his son William, who became a monk of Radmore about 11 S0;1 
and from this William, the Bailiwick descended to his son 
another William, who was hanged by Henry II. circa 1174. 
The latest appearance of the last William Croc is on the Pipe 
Roll of 16 H. II. (1169-70) when he pays a fine of one mark for 
a forest trespass.2 In the following year the Sheriff accounts 
for 10 marks, the “ ce?isus’’ of the forest of Cannock.3 The 
Bailiwick had therefore been in the Sheriff’s hands for a twelve­
month previous to Michaelmas 1171, and William Croc must 
have been deprived of his office in the year 1170. This date 
coincides with the Forest Iter of Alan de Nevill, when many 
ofifences against the Forest Laws had come before him, and 
the Justiciary had inflicted a heavy Fine on the whole county 
in consequence of sundry encroachments on Forest lands.4 It is 
extremely unlikely that William Croc should have been hanged 
for such offences as these, and we must look elsewhere for the 
cause of his downfall.

Five years later, viz., on the Pipe Roll of 21 H. II. (1175) the 
Sheriff, Hervey de Stretton, makes a charge for procuring the 
services of three Knights and a Sergeant (serviens) by whom 
justice had been done for the death of Gilbert Pincerna.5 A  
subsequent entry shows that this Gilbert was one of the Foresters 
of Cannock. On the Roll of 22 H. II. (1175-76) Edelina, the 
widow of Alan de Coven, who was a near neighbour of William 
Croc, pays a fine to have the land of her husband who had 
been hanged? On the Pipe Roll of 21 H. II. Robert de 
Broc also makes his first appearance as liable for the “ census ” 
of the Forest.7 Putting all these facts together, which coincide

1 Deed in Dugdale’s Collection.

2 Staff. Hist. Coll., Vol. I, p. 6. 3 Ibid., p. 63.
4 Ibid., p. 62. 5 Ibid., p. 72. Ibid., p. 78.
: Staff. Hist. Coll., Vol. I, p. 72. Robert de Broc was a member o f the

K ing’s Household, and was doubtless identical with the Robert de Broc, who
with his brother Ralph had been excommunicated by Gilbert a Becket on
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and to the perylous and pernycyous example of all other lyke breakers 
of your peace and offenders of your lawes and estatutes yf dire 
punysshment and correction accordyng to your lawes should not shortly 
be provided in this behalfe. In tender consideracion whereof yt may 
please the same your highness of your most noble and abundaunt grace 
to graunt your graces wrytt of subpoena to be dyrectyd to the said John 
Wollesley, John Brymley, John Hasulton, Wyllam Wryghte, and every of 
them commanding them by the same personally to appere before your 
highness at a certeyne day and place and uppon a certen payne by your 
highnes to be lymyted and assygned there to make answere to the 
premysses and thereuppon to stond and obbey suche furder 
punyshment order and dyrecion as by your highnes and the lords of 
your most honnorable Councell shalbe in that behaulf ordred and 
adjuged, and your sayd besecher shall dayly pray to God for the 
preservacion of your most noble estate long to endure.

[Endorsed] Crastino Martini. Copied out and a Commission gon 
down to lake the Answere of John Wolseley, returnable xv Hilary.

The answer o f John Wo/seley, esquier, John Brymley, John Hasulton, 
and William Wright to the B ill o f Complaint o f Edward Lytylton, 
esquyer.

The said defendants seyn and everye of theme sathe that the said 
bill of complaint is uncerten and insuffycent in the law to be answered 
unto and the matters therein conteyned be only faynyd procuryd and 
sett forth of malyce by the said complainant, a man busy and troboluse 
without any just or honest ground (namyng him selfe one of the 
forestres of the forest of Cannocke) wher of trothe he nor none of his 
Auncestors had any soche office or intermedeling in the said forest, 
Saving in one haye called Toddysley, except now of late having the 
Rydershepe under the byshope of Coventre and Lychefeld, And kepinge 
of Haywoode bayley and for declaracion of the trothe herin, they and 
every of theme further sathe that the said John Wolseley is seased in 
his demeane as of fee of and in the manor of Wolseley in Wolseley 
in the Countye of Stafford and that the said Woolseley Woode is in 
Wolseley aforesaid and parcell of the said manor of Wolseley wiche 
manor and woode be owt of the limyts and bownds of the said forest 
by reason wherof the said defendants seyn that the said John Wolseley 
and his auncestors hathe rightfully had the only pastyme hunting and 
kylling of the game in the said wood called Wolseley Woode tyme out 
of mynde without lett or interupcion of any person, and that the said 
John Wolseley myndyng to take his pastyme in the said wood as he

Staffordshire County Studies 

Sample



THE FOREST TENURES OF STAFFORDSHIRE.

and his auncestors hath done heretofore and of right may do, the said 
12th day of September or thereabout as in the said bill of complaint 
is alegged with the said John Brynley and other the said defendants 
being his sarvants and tenants lawfully and in peaceable wyse enteryd 
into the said woode and then ther peaceably huntyd and kylled one 
bucke in his said wood wich he the said John Wolseley gave to dyvers 
his friends as lawfull was for him to doo without that the said nowe 
bysshop of Coventrye and Lychefeld to the knowledge of the 
defendaunts made any complent to the Lord Chancelor of the said 
John Wolseley for hunting in the said Wolseley Wood, Or that the 
said bysshop had any lefull or just occasyon to doo as in the said 
bill is untruly alledged, Or that the said John Wolseley or any of the 
said defendants had any knowledge of any comyssyon dyrected to any 
person for or concernyng the premisses. And without that the said 
John Wolseley and other the said defendaunts in any ryotous manor 
assembled theme selffes at the said Wolseley Wood with force and 
armis, that is to say, with sowerds, buckkelers, staves and bowes and 
arrowes or other wepons defensable, or in any other riotuse maner or 
ageynst any lawe or statute made entred in the said wood and huntyd 
the same, Or that theis said defendaunts entred or hunted in the 
said forest as in the said bill is also untruly surmysed, And without 
that the' said wood or any parte of it is within the said forest of 
Cannocke or lymyts or bowndes thereof as is also untruly surmised as 
doth apeyre by a charter grauntyd to the byshope of Coventre and 
Lychefeld by the King’s most noble progenitors. Or that any other 
thing in the said bill conteyned materyall or answerable, not by theis 
aunswcrs suffycyently aunswered unto, confessed avoydyd or traversed, 
is true, all wiche matters theis defendaunts be ready to prove as this 
honorable court shall award, and preythe to be dysmyssed owt of the 
same with there costs susteyned in this wrrongfull Suyt.

Also the said John Wolseley hath appowntyd Taverner to be his 
Attorney in the premisses.1

The sequel of this prosecution is not shown, but the right of 
hunting in W olseley Wood seems to follow from the grant of 
Edward IV. to Ralph Wolseley, which is printed in Vol. V , 
Part i, of these Collections.

The above proceedings show Edward Littleton in undisputed 
possession o f the Bailiwick in the reign of Henry V III., but

1 Star Chamber Proceedings, temp. H. VIII., Bundle 27, No. 101.
Q 2
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previous to this the Littletons appear to have been numbered 
among the victims of the rapacity of Dudley, the unscrupulous 
favourite and agent of Henry V II., who, under the pretence of 
reviving dormant claims of the Crown, had either taken 
possession of, or had exacted heavy fines for the restitution of 
many of the smaller tenures in capite. In 7 Elizabeth (1565) 
Ambrose, Earl of Warwick, and Robert, Earl of Leicester, the 
grandsons and representatives of Edmund Dudley, release their 
claim to the H aye of Teddesley within the Forest of Cannock, to 
Richard Hunt and two others who were probably the feoffees 
for uses for the Littleton family,1 and in 11 Elizabeth the two 
Earls release their rights in Galey H aye to Sir Edward 
Littleton, Kt., and his heirs for ever.2

The male line of the Littletons became extinct in 1812 by 
the death of Sir Edward Littleton, the fourth Baronet, who left 
no issue, and the representation of the family devolved upon his 
great nephew, Edward John Walhouse, the descendant of an 
ancient family of freeholders long resident in Stretton and 
Brewood. Edward John Walhouse was raised to the Peerage 
in 1835 under the title of Baron Hatherton, and was the 
grandfather of the present Baron. The present Lord Hatherton, 
therefore, by virtue of his descent from Henry de Broc, is 
Hereditary Forester of the Haye of Teddesley, if such an office 
can be said to exist at the present time. The early part of the 
descent, put into a tabular form, is as follows :—

1 Staff. Hist. Coll., Vol. XIII, p. 246.
2 Ibid., p. 274. In n  Elizabeth the same two Earls release their rights 

in Cheslyn Haye to John Leveson and his son Thomas Leveson. Ibid., 
P- 273-
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Alured de 
Cannoc 

living 1130-1182.

Geoffrey le Brun.

Constance -1- Henry de Broc 
living te7np. Hen. II., 

occurs as a Knight in 1203, 
dead before 1212.

Robert de Broc 
occurs 1212, 
dead 1242.

Robert de Broc 
succeeded 1242, 

dead in 1264, s.p.

Elizabeth =4= Gilbert
Le Harpur.

I.
Hawise -p Walter de 

Elmedon.

Walter de Elmedon Clericus Stephen 
occurs 1264 occurs 1267,

and 12S6, ob. s.p. died 1302.

I
William Joan 

occurs 1347, 
dead 1349, s.p.

William de Pilatonhale —  Rose, d. of Sir William de Wrottesley.
I______________________

James 
occurs 1347, 

dead 1349, s.p.

Margaret,
dead
1349-

John de 
Kenilworth 

occurs 1347, 
dead 1349.

John de Kenilworth, =  Alice. 
alias de Pilatonhale, 

occurs 1371 and 
1383, ob. s.p.

Joan, 
dead 
1349-

William 
de Engleton 
occurs 1370 
and 1393.

=p Richard 
de Engleton, 

dead 1349.

Avice, d. 
and heir of 

John de 
Otherton.

Joan =  John de
Wynnesbury 
occurs 1409.

For the descent of the Harpours— see Dugdale’s Warwickshire, under Chesterton.
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T he H a y e  of  Be n t l e y .
The earliest custodian of this H aye who is mentioned in the 

Records is one Gervase, who was dead in n  H. II. (1164.J when 
William de Ruisahale (Rushall) is returned on the Pipe Roll of 
that year as owing five marks for the custody of the sons of 
Gervase de Benetlea, and of their land and office. This fine 
was paid in the following year and William is returned as quit.1 
Gervase was succeeded by his son Roger, who is named on the 
Pipe Roll of 11 Rich. I. and 1 John (1198-99) as party to a Fine 
with Hugh des Loges,2 and at the Assizes of 1 John (1200) he 
pays ior. for his Sergeanty,3 an arbitrary Fine levied by the 
Justices and entered amongst the amerciaments of the Iter. 
He is shown to be the son of Gervase by the following abstract 
of a deed which is taken from the Huntbach M SS. in the 
William Salt Library :—

Roger the son o f Gervase o f Bentley grants to Roger his son and 
to his heirs all Bentley with the custody o f the Hay o f Bentley, with 
its appurtenances except the land o f Richard the son o f Simon and 
o f Robert the son o f Jeffrey and the land o f Hyndebadeshull, and 
the land o f Hutchcberge and the Bailiiuick o f Wolverhampton 
zvhich he kept fo r  his oivn use fo r  his life. Witnesses : Willo : filio  
Odonis, Willo. Ruffo et aliis.

The second Roger was dead in 12 H. III. (1228) leaving a 
widow, Juliana, and two sons, William and Richard.4 The 
Hundred Roll of 1255 states that William de Benetlega held a 
virgate of land by Sergeanty of the K ing for the custody of the 
H aye of Bentley, for which he renders one mark. His predecessor 
had been enfeoffed by K ing Henry I.5 Roger the grandfather 
of the said William had alienated 12 acres of the Sergeanty in 
Wonnesfeud (Wednesfield) in the time of K ing John, and Giles 
de Erdinton now held the land which had been alienated and 
paid half a mark for it. Respecting his perquisites, it states that

1 Staff. Hist. Coll., Vol. I, pp. 39 and 42. 2 Ibid., Vol. II, p. 81.
3 Ibid., Vol. Ill, p. 64. ‘ Ibid., Vol. IV, p. 63.
‘ Shaw in his history of Staffordshire-under-Bentley states that one Dru 

nad held Bentley and had been enfeoffed at Bentley by the Conqueror, but 
the probability is that Dru was the father of Gervase and had been 
enfeoffed by Henry I.
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he had a right to all oaks blown down up to the seventh bough, 
(busta), and he had a Forester on foot under him, who was sworn 
in, and a boy, and the Forester paid annually to William half a 
mark.

This alienation of part of the Sergeanty would have been 
illegal, and William de Bentley sued Giles de Erdington for it in 
31 H. III. and recovered possession of it in the following year.1 
Giles however appealed, and the subsequent proceedings will be 
found at p. 122, Vol. IV , of the printed Collections. William 
occurs on the Forest Pleas of 1271, but was dead in 4 E. I. 
(1276); the Inquisition on his death states he held the Bailiwick 
of Bentley, and a messuage and a carucate of land and a mill. 
William his son was his nearest heir and was 21 years of age 
and upwards.

His son William died in 7 E. I. (1279), and his brother 
Robert was stated by Inquisition to be his next heir and 
24 years o f age and upwards.

A  suit of 6 E. I. shows that this William had brothers named 
Richard, Robert and Thomas.2

Robert was dead before 21 E . I. (1293), for a suit at the 
assizes of that year shows that John son of William son of 
William de Bentley was the head of the house at that date and 
a minor.3 This John must have been a nephew of Robert and 
son of the William named in the Forest Pleas later on.

The perambulation of the Forest 28 E. I. (a.D. 1300) gives 
the boundaries of the Haye and states that it was then in the 
K ing’s hands.4 A  deed of covenant enrolled at the Stafford 
Assizes of 21 E. I. (1293) shows that the K ing had granted the 
custody of the Bailiwick to Magister Adam de Botyndon, who had 
demised it to Robert de Bentley the Rector of Rademore. John 
son of William son of William de Benteley had accused Robert 
of waste and destruction in the Bailiwick, and by the intervention 
of friends it had been agreed that Robert should release to 
John de Benteleye all his right in the Bailiwick, and for which 
release, John, who was under age, and John de Cave and Richard

1 Staff. Hist. Coll., Vol. IV, p. h i .
3 Ibid., Vol. VI, Part 1, p. 87.
3 Ibid., p. 227.
* Ibid., Vol. V, Part 1, p. 177.
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Thomas de Weseham the Seneschal, and during the time that 
William Cardon and a stranger called Benedict the Forester 
were the foresters in the Haye of Alrewas, a great destruction 
had been made in the said Haye, and they had sold twenty oaks 
valued at 40d. each. And afterwards whilst the said William 
was still forester and Benedict had been removed, and one 
Richard W yz of Lichfield had been put in his place, these two 
foresters had sold twenty oaks, value 5 marks, besides four 
which Richard had taken for his own use.1

Another presentment on the same Roll states that the Hayes 
of Alrewas and Hopewas were much wasted through the bad 
custody of the foresters and their gifts and sales, because the 
foresters were frequently removed and others put in their places 
by the Seneschal, who took from each on his entering a large 
sum of money besides a yearly sum for the tenure of his 
bailiwick, and the foresters could not pay these sums unless they 
permitted assarts and waste to be made in their bailiwicks, for 
which they took a large sum of money.2

The names of many of these lesser foresters who owed their 
appointments to the Seneschal will be found in the Forest Rolls 
printed in Vol. V, part 1, of the Staffordshire Collections; thus 
Richard Muriel of Norton is named as forester in the H aye of 
Gauley in 1 E. I. (1272),3 and Roger de Boey as a forester in the 
same H aye in the time o f Philip de Montgomery.4 John le 
Twynkler and John de Orreby are named as the foresters of the 
H aye of Alrewas in 1286,5 and it is evident that there were no 
longer any hereditary foresters in the above-named Hayes or 
Chaces.

The Hundred Rolls and the Pleas of the Forest above 
quoted show also that these Hayes had become an appanage of 
the Stewardship before the reign of Edward I., but their 
subsequent history is very obscure— the latest mention of an 
Hereditary Steward of the Forest occurs in 10 E. IV. (1470) 
when Anne Mytton the eldest daughter and co-heir of Thomas 
Swynnerton of Hilton is shown by Inquisition to have died 
seised of the office of Bailiff or Steward of the Forest of

1 Staff. Hist. Coll., Vol. V, part 1, pp. 150-151.
1 Ibid., p. 151. 3 Ibid., p. 165. 4 Ibid., p. 165.
3 Ibid., p. 161.

R
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Cannock.1 After her death her husband John Mytton of 
Weston is stated by Canon Bridgeman to have held her estates 
and the stewardship by the courtesy of England, and according 
to the same writer John Mytton obtained the K ing’s pardon 
and an appointment as Steward of the Forest on the 27th 
January, 1469,2 but it will be seen there is some discrepancy 
between these dates.

The stewardship being hereditary, should, in fact, have 
descended to the issue of Anne by her first husband, Humphrey 
Swynnerton of Swynnerton. Humphrey, her eldest son and 
heir, came of age in 1474 and died in 1503.3 His mother Anne 
died in 1470, whilst he was a minor, and, as already stated, the 
appointment of Steward was held by John Mytton her second 
husband for his life, and he died seised of it in 1500. After this 
we hear no more of it, and it appears to have been resumed by 
the Crown, and I suspect the Hayes appurtenant to it were 
acquired by Edmund Dudley, the minister of Henry V II., who 
is notorious for the way in which he enriched himself by the 
grant of petty escheats and dormant claims of the Crown. My 
reason for thinking so is that in the reign of Elizabeth we find 
his grandsons and heirs, Robert, Earl of Leicester, and Ambrose, 
Earl of Warwick, dealing with the Hayes of the forest; thus in 
7 Elizabeth, Ambrose, Earl of Warwick, and Robert, Earl of 
Leicester, release by fine their claim in Teddesleye H aye to 
Richard Hunte and other feoffees.4 In 9 Elizabeth, the same 
earls release their claim to Alrewas H aye to Walter Griffith,5 
and in 11 Elizabeth, Ambrose, Earl of Warwick, releases his 
claim in the H aye of Gauley to Sir Edward Littleton and 
another.6

Edward, Lord Stafford, however, who was at this date the 
representative of the feudal Barons of Stafford, seems to 
have laid claim to the soil of the hayes which from their 
situation formed part of the ancient fiefs of the Barony. In 
9 Elizabeth, Edward, Lord Stafford, and two of his brothers

1 Canon Bridgeman’s History of the Swynnertons, Vol. VII, part 2,
Staff. Hist. Coll., p. h i.

1 Ibid., p. 112. 3 Ibia., pp. 53-54.
4 Staff. Hist. Coll., Vol. XIII, p. 246.
5 Ibid., p. 267. 0 Ibid., p. 274.
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release their claim in Teddesleye H aye to Sir Edward Littleton,1 
and in the same year they release their claim in Alrewas Haye 
to Walter Gryffyth of Wichnor, who was at that time lord of 
the manor of Alrewas,2 and they released their claim in Gauley 
Haye to Sir Edward Littleton and other feoffees in the same year.3 
In 9 Elizabeth they also released their right in O gley Haye to 
Thomas Moreton and others,4 and finally in 13 Elizabeth (1571) 
they released their right in Cheslyn Haye to John Leveson.5

It seems clear from these acts that there was no longer a 
Hereditary Steward of the Forest. Such an office, in fact, 
would be incompatible with the appointment of a Ranger, and, as 
already shown, Henry V III. in the first year of his reign 
appointed Sir John Giffard of Chillington to the office of 
Ranger of the Seven Hayes of the Forest of Cannock.6 In 1547 
Sir William Paget, who had been nominated by Henry V III. 
as one of the Council of Regency during the minority of 
Edward VI., obtained a grant of the forest and chace of 
Cannock, and in the first year of Queen Mary, 1554, having been 
previously summoned to Parliament in 1551 as Baron Paget of 
Beaudesert, he levied a fine of all his possessions in the counties 
of Stafford, Derby, Middlesex and Bucks, which will be found 
in Vol. X II, p. 194, of the Staffordshire Collections. In this fine 
the forest is described as the forest and chace of Cannok, 
otherwise called Cannokbury, otherwise called Canok Chace 
otherwise called Canokwood, and it apparently includes the 
Bishop’s Chace as well as the Royal Forest. It still remains 
in the possession of the descendant and legal representative of 
Sir William Paget— the present Marquis of Anglesea.

1 Staff. Hist. Coll., Vol. XIII, p. 264.
2 Ibid., p. 264. 3 Ibid., p. 266.
* Ibid., p. 269. 1 Ibid., p. 281.
8 State Papers, Domestic, printed. A M.S. relating to the Offley family

printed in the Genealogist, N.S., Vol. XIX, describes this Sir John Giffard as 
“ one of the best bowmen and horsemen of England, a man in great favour
with that mighty King of famous memory Henry the 8th.”

R 2
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ALREWAS COURT ROLLS. 
1 2 S 9 —-1261.

I n the parish church of Alrewas there have recently been 
discovered three very early Court Rolls of the Manor. They 
are kept in the parish oak chest1 and are almost complete 
within the following periods

viz. From 11 June, 1259 to 6 May, 1261.
„ 13 Dec. 1268 „ 24 Aug. 1269.
„ 18 Apr. 1272 „ 18 Dec. 1273.

These Rolls are of exceptional interest and value both on
account of their early date and on account o f the light which 
they throw upon the way in which the inhabitants of a Stafford­
shire village in the thirteenth century were accustomed to 
manage their own affairs with but little, if any, interference on 
the part of the Lord of the Manor. They also yield a great 
deal of information about the ordinary life, the habits and the 
customs of the rural population in these times.

T i ie  O r i g i n  o f  C o u r t  R o l l s .

It was not until about the middle of the thirteenth century2 
that many of the great religious houses and some of the most

1 This chest also contains nearly all the Rolls between 1328 and 1440, 
and a few other Rolls of various dates between 1443 and 1551. It is not 
known when they were first deposited in the church nor what has become 
of the missing ones, except those from 1285 to 1288, which are at the Record 
Office.

2 So far the earliest Court Roll that is known to have been kept is dated 
1239 and the earliest in existence 1246, both of Religious Houses (Selden 
Soc., Vol. II, p. xii). The authorities in the British Museum doubt whether 
they possess one earlier than 1250, and amid the vast collection in the
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248 ALREWAS COURT ROLLS.

prudent and methodical of landlords began to keep a written 
record of what was done in their Courts. The chief object that 
they had in view was to possess a permanent note of the 
various rents, heriots, fines, etc., etc., that were due by ancient 
custom to themselves as Lords of a Manor, and also of the names 
of those who undertook any responsibility therefor. No doubt 
these Rolls would be likewise serviceable in checking any 
tendency to fraud on the part of their stewards or bailiffs.

In short, these Rolls were primarily and principally economic 
documents, and it is due to this fact that the majority o f the 
offences are recorded so briefly and that so many details are 
omitted which would have been of great interest to us. They 
did not interest the lord. It was quite sufficient for his purpose 
to record the fact that Richard the son o f Hawis had committed 
a trespass and that a fine of 6d. had been paid to the Steward 

(Court of 27 July, 1260). Again, the lord did not care what 
crimes or misdemeanours Henry the son of Richard the Baker had 
committed in the past, but it was essential to keep a note of the 
names of the seven men who pledged themselves to see that he 
kept the peace in future and, incidentally, to pay any fines that 
might be imposed upon him (Court of 16 Nov., 1260). On the 
other hand, all records concerning the inheritance or the alienation 
of land were usually entered in great detail, for it was desirable 
for the lord to have an exact record of his dues from any 
particular virgate or piece of land and to know who was 
responsible for them.1

T h e  A l r e w a s  C o u r t s .

There were two manorial Courts held at Alrewas from a 
very early date, the one being that of the Lord of the Manor, 
the other being that of the Prebend. The first-named was by

Official Custody of the Master of the Rolls (Lists and Indexes, No. 6), the 
first is, I think, dated 1257-8, the next 1263-4, and only some six other 
manors are represented during the next ten years. Altogether it will be 
safe to assert that Court Rolls of the reign of Henry III. are rare. No 
other Staffordshire Court Rolls of this reign are known to be in existence, 
though it is quite possible that some may be discovered hereafter.

1 See Selden Soc., Vol. II, Introduction by F. W. Maitland, for further 
details.
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far the most important and enjoyed the extended jurisdiction 
which pertained to the Court of a manor of ancient demesne1 
while the latter was a very small Court with very few tenants.2 
Still, both Courts transacted much the same class of business and 
each had their own separate soke or jurisdiction.

T iie  M a n o r .

The Manor of Alrewas was situated within the boundaries of 
the K in g ’s H aye of Alrewas as given in the perambulation of 
1300.3 The latter was under the jurisdiction of the Steward of 
the Forest of Cannock,4 but he had no jurisdiction in the manor, 
which consisted of Staffordshire Edingale6 and nearly the whole 
of the hamlets of Alrewas, Orgreave and Fradley. Some few 
scattered parcels of land in the three last-named places lay 
within and formed the Prebendal Manor, and one virgate of 
land in Fradley was attached to the Forestership of Cannock.6

In 1086 K ing William held the Manor of Alrewas by escheat 
of Edwin, the last Earl of Mercia ; and it remained the property 
of the Crown until 1203-4, when it was granted by K ing John 
to Sir Roger de Somerville. A t  the time of these Rolls it was 
held by Sir John de Somerville of the K ing in capite by the 
service of a quarter of a knight’s fee and an annual rent of £i't).7 
He had succeeded to the manor in 1245, and died about 1280. 
He also held inter alia the Manor of Wichnor, where the manor 
house was situated8 and in these Rolls he is frequently called 
“ Dominus J de Wich : ”

1 On the 7th January, 1292-3, the lord of this manor claimed to hold 
here two free Courts yearly, and to hear in them the same pleas which the 
Sheriff heard in his tourns ; and he claimed also infangenthef, gallows, 
wayf, etc., and this claim seems to have conceded, saving the right of the 
Lord the King, S.H.C., VI, part 1, pp. 247, 284, 285.

2 There are several odd Prebendal Rolls preserved in the parish chest 
aforementioned of dates varying between 1380 and 1680 or thereabouts.

3 S.H.C., V, part 1, pp. 176, 177.
4 S.H.C., VI, part 1, p. 184, cf. pp. 251, 254.
5 See note, p. 268 (3), and S.H.C., XVI, pp. 232 et seq.
“ See the Inq. p.m. on the Foresters. A swainmote of the Foresters 

seems to have been held at Fradley, in 1287, S.H.C., VI, part 1, p. 254.
1 Inq.p.m., 8 Ed. I.
8 Inf. from Sir Reginald Hardy, Bart., who is engaged on a history of
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Alexandrum de W yginton defcndentem, et quousque abeant 
[for habeant] presenciam liberorum hominum scilicet Willelmus 
de Strethay, et Willelmus de Rideware et Radulphus de 
Croxhale et Willelmus le Fow ct Thomas le Paum[er],

Ricardus M oggc dabit vj denarios ad quandam inquisitionem 
habendam super convencioncm factam inter ipsum et Hugonem 
filium Amelot. (vjrt'. quietus.)

Robertus Koc et Ricardus Hubert debunt legem Simoni 
Hubert quod nunquam plegii fuerunt sicut dictus S. proposuit. 
Plegii Henricus Prepositus, et Willelmus Adam. Plegii dicti 
Ricardi, Henricus filius Gunnild et Gilbertus filius Galfridi.1

Willelmus filius Alicie in misericordia pro contentionem 
inter ipsum et Willelmum Prepositum. Plegium hus et hom. 
(mia : ijj. quietus.)

Ricardus filius Hauwys in misericordia pro transgressione. 
(vjfl'. quietus.)

Et Matilda de Slantle2 pro eodem. (y ')d. quieta.)
Veredictum totius curie in respectu usque [ad] proximam 

curiam dc reccptione mulierum servisiem et panem portantium 
per manum Willelmi Prepositi.8

Memorandum quod Ricardus filius Hugonis de Burhey 
solvet domino J. de Wych[nore] vj</. de annuali redditu ad 
festum sancti Michaelis. Ita quod dictus Ricardus super terram 
domini veniet et prebendinabit dum sibi placuerit et in 
protexione domini permanebit cum sequela sua mobili et in 
mobili et comodum suum quando et ubicumque post licencialiter 
faciet. Plegii Willelmus Edrian, Gilbertus Owen. (vjd. quietus.)4

1 Robert the cook and Richard Hubert ought to wage their law against 
Simon Herbert to prove that they were never his sureties as he stated.

5 Here the word looks like “ Qlantle,” but it is “ Slantle ” elsewhere.
3 This probably means that the provost had passed the assize of beer and 

bread on his own responsibility. The verdict of the Court is adjourned both 
now and at the next two Courts. On the 5th October the provost was 
adjudged to be “ in mercy,” that is, he was amerced in some sum which is 
not stated.

It will be remembered that William was fined 20s. on the 17th May.
4 This looks like an interesting example of the settlement of a villain

tenant on a manor without any land being granted to him. He must have
been a cottager tenant.

Richard undertakes to pay an annual rent of bd. for permission to dwell
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Curia apud Alrewas die Martis proxima post Assumptionem 
beate Marie anno r. r. H. f. r. J. xliiij. (17 August, 1260, 
Tuesday.)

Alexandrus filius Walteri de W ygintun ess : se versus 
Willelmum de Suttun de placito terre, primo, per Adam  filium 
Edriani Bedelli.

Galfridus filius Nicholai ess : se per Thomam filium Edriani 
Bedelli de secta curie, j°.

Rogerus W ytcm ay css : se per Simonem filium Willelmi 
Prepositi de eodem, ij°.

Rogerus Faber de Croxhale ess : se per Richardum Clericum 
de eodem, j°.

Johannes Plumbator ess : se per Willelmum Aylm er de 
secta curie, iij°. Plcgii Radulphus Herig [Hering] et hus et 
horn.

Hugo filius Am elot in misericordia. Plegium hous et horn. 
Item, Idem Hugo in misericordia. Plegium misericordie 
Ricardus Moggc. (mia : dimid : marca.)1

Willelmus de Rideware distringatur eo quod rationabile 
secta testimonium prohibuit quod sumonitus fuil, et non com­
paruit.2

Willelmus le Fow distringitur veniendi ad curiam per 
quandam supertunicam et non comparuit.0 Ideo consideratum 
est quod melius distringatur.

within the manor, and to have provender for his cattle as long as he likes, 
to have the protection of the lord both for himself and all his belongings, and 
to have licence to carry on his occupation at any time and in any place 
within the manor.

1 A reference to the preceding Court will explain this rather puzzling 
entry. When that Court adjourned Hugh was still “ in mercy’’ and had 
found no pledge that he would satisfy the mercy {i.e., the amercement). 
Now he produces his “ common bail,” i.e., his house and home (see note, 
p. 262 (3) ). Still the amercement has not been paid so Richard Mogge 
becomes his surety therefor. The amount is 6s. 8d.

2 William de Rideware was distrained because he forbade the witnesses 
to prove that he had been properly summoned and he had not appeared 
pp. 251 (3; and 268 (s).

3 The seizure of William’s overcoat had not been sufficient to make him 
appear so the Court orders a further distraint to be made. This is an 
amusing instance of the sort of distraint that was made in these days.
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Ricardus Mogge in misericordia pro falso clamore. Plegium 
hus et hom.1

Simon Hubert in misericordia pro falso clamore. Plegium 
hus et hom.1

Item. Veredictum totius curie in respectu usque [adj 
proximam curiam tali conditione qua prius.1

Hugo filius Oscberti in misericordia domini. Plegium hus 
et hom. Pro defamatione Senescalli, ad rectam emendationem 
faciendam. Plegii Gilbertus Owen et Edrian Bedellus et 
Henricus filius Gunnild et Radulphus filius Amelot.2

Memorandum quod Hugo filius Amelot de Oregrave sursum 
tradidit et quiete clamavit et postea in plena [curia] abjuravit 
pro se et heredibus suis ultimam dimidiam virgatam terre quam 
habuit in manu sua cum suis pertinentiis in Oregrave in manerio 
de Alrewas Ricardo M ogge et heredibus suis in perpetuum. 
Ita scilicet quod nec dictus Hugo nec heredes sui aliquod jus 
sive clamum in predicta ultima dimidia virgata terre cum 
pertinentiis de cetero habere possunt nec aliquo casu contingenti 
recuperabunt et se contingat dicto Hugoni vendere alicui 
messuagium quod tenet, prefatus Ricardus Mogge pro suis 
catellis erit propinquor omnibus aliis.3

Curia apud Alrewas in vigilia Nativitatis beate Marie anno 
r. r. H. fil. r. Johannis xliiij. (7 September, 1260, Tuesday.)

Alexandrus filius Walteri de W ygintun ess : se per Ricardum 
Clericum versus Willelmum de Suttun de placito terre, secundo.

Henricus Prepositus e s s : se per Ricardum Piscatorem de 
secta curie, j°.

Robertus filius Reginaldi de Oregrave ess : se per Ricardum 
filium Ricardi de eodem, j°.

Hugo filius Hosberti ess : se per Adam  filium Edriani de 
eodem, j°.

1 Refer to preceding Court for explanation of these entries.
- H ugh’s own security is accepted for the mercy of the lord, but four 

securities are required for the payment he has to make to the steward for 
defaming him. Note how the steward looks after his own interests.

3 This entry shows that a part of Orgreave was in another manor or 
soke. No doubt it was in the prebendal manor. For the explanation of 

“ propinquor " and “ ultimam dimidiam see p. 271, note (’).
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 s. of, Odonis, 230.
 s. of, Robert, 259, 289.
 s. of, Owen, 256, 259, 262.
Willoughby, Sir Hen., 101, 178. 180.
 Edw. Baldwyn, esq., s.

of, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 
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 Hugh, esq., 143, 144, 146, 148,
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Wilmore, Susan, 52.
Wilson, John, 25, 44, 53.
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 Great, 197, 202, 203, 206, 207,
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 John, arm,, 42,
—  Humph., arm., 42.
Wiseman, Robt., arm., 56.
Witheringe, John, arm., 55. 
Withington, 67.
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 Rich., 70.
----------------------Isab., w. of, 70.
Wolfnam, Thom., 104, 108, 109, i l l .  
Wolgaston, Woogaston, 29, 33. 
Wollaston, Olston, Owlston, 22. 
 Rich., 17, 25, 46.

Wollaston, Rich., Margt., w. of, 17, 
25, 46.

 Rich., 145, 149, 181, 182, 185.
 Will., 22, 28, 40, 62.
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 Sam., 28.
---------------------Isab., w. of, 28.
 Walt., 33, 46, 52.
Wollesthome, Will., 173.
Wolriche, Franc., 37.
 Rich., 62.
 Will., 70.
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Wolseley, 171, 225.
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 Ralph, o f Wolseley, 171, 227.
 Ralph, 215.
 Margt., w. of, 215.
 John, 225, 226, 227.
 John, o f Wolseley Bridge, 167,

171.
 Thom., kt., 45, 53, 68.
 Helen, w. of, 45, 53,

68.
 Robt., 53.
Wolsnam, James, 122, 124, 125.
 Thom., 174.
Wolstanton, Owlsynton, Wolsenton, 

140, 158.
Wolverhampton, 24, 29, 33, 36, 45, 

48, 62, 80, 151, 152, 172, 173, 233, 
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Wombume, 31, 35, 49, 50, 64.
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 eaves, 47.
 Ant., 27.
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 Rich., 32, 49.
---------------------Matil., w. of, 32, 49.
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 Thom., 35, 63, 166.
— —■—  Jane, w. of, 63.
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 Robt. of Atherley Green, 128,
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---------------------Margy, w. of, 128.
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 John, 31.
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Woodnall (Woodwall), Franc., 86,

87.
Woodward, Robt., 54.
---------------------Dorothy, w. of, 54.
 Thom., 55.
---------------------Dorothy, w. of, 55 ’
Woolley, John, 24.
Woorrall, John, 68.
Wordesley, 114.
Wore, Mast. Will., Dean of College of 
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Worfield, 31.
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Wotton, 66.
 Thom., 66.
  Margt., w. of, 66.
--------- Thom, the younger, 66.
 Will., 68.
Wright, Gilbt., 27, 48.
 Thom., 61.
 Rich, of Elford, 121, 126.
  Ralph, 188.
 Will, o f Rugeley, 225, 226.
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Writ of Right, Lesser, 250. 
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Wurdell, John, 41.
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Wylde, Robt., 62.
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 Rog., 262, 269, 281, 283, 288,
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