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Puramaxy report on excavations carried out during 1980/1981 in advance of
development lay Lichfield District Council at the west end of the village
whero the road known as Watling Street joins the by-pass.

Two areas were examined —  one to the east and one to the west of the main
entrance to the site from Mailing Street.
To the Bast we.t found — the remains of two wall foundations running north/ 
south parallel to eaeh other for » distance of 18 ®etress 3 metres apart*
1 meins wide and 1*5 not*** d®ep9 They were ®©*#po®ed of coursed river 
cobbleg , sandstone and limestone, bonded by a gypsum mortar.,
2 metres north of the south end of the area was an east/west foundation of 
similar construction* commencing at the west wall* crossing the ©act wall 
and continuing to the east.
Earlier beam slots cut into the natural sand had boon cut by these later 
foundations.
A partially robbed drain/aqueduct 350 ss® wide with dressed sandstone still 
in place war traced for a distance of 15 metres north/south* 13 metres eart 
of the stone foundations, and a larger drain 500 mm,, wide and 5 courses of 
dressed sandstone deep, 2 metres east of the foundations was uncovered by 
the builders during their operations®
The following small finds were recover-ed and have been reported ons-

2 brooches —  D.Mackreth
1 coin — Dr.G.Mebster
part military bronsse —  Dr.G.Webster

"*0 the Meet were found - the remains of two pitched re-used sandstone wall 
foundations running north-west/south-east, 1 course deep, with four associated 
sandstone pads (north-east/south-west), together with a gravel layer which 
appeared to represent a road and contained a substantial ansou t of R.B. 
pottery0 This had been preceded by an earlier gravel layer which also 
contained a large amour;t of R.B.pottery, and had associated with it the 
remains of wooden posts representing a wooden structure, possibly a revet­
ment. These gravel layers were separated by a peaty—sandy layer.
One of the sandstone pads was sectioned and found to be of little depth.
A cample of the underlying peat was taken by Dr.J.Grieg, who also interpreted 
what was previously considered to be gley soil as, in fact, podcol.
One of the sandstone foundations carried a cursive inscription "EQIIS"
(report by Hr.K.Hassell).
No other special finds were recovered from this area in a stratified context, 
but during the building operations a large sandstone column capital and part 
of a human jaw-bone with teeth were found. The jaw-bone bar been reported
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on b y  D r .E l i z a b e t h  C o r b e t t  o f  B irm ingham  D e n ta l H o s p i t a l ,  and th e  c a p i t a l  I s  

t o  h a v e  a  s p e c i a l i s t  r e p o r t  p r e p a r e d .  I t  i s  h op ed  t h a t  th e  p r o c e s s i n g  o f  

the pottery will establish dating evidence. Initial examination of this 
i n d i c a t e s  o c c u p a t io n  from th e  1st to a t  l e a s t  the 4th c e n t u r y .  The i n i t i a l  

occupation to the east (Period l) was in th e  form  of t im b e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  

f o l lo w e d  i n  t h e  l a t e r  I s t / e a r X y  2nd c e n t u r y  ( P e r io d  11 ) bjr .s u b s t a n t ia l  

s t o n e  s t r u c t u r e s ,  m ost possibly with architectural d e t a i l  ( v i z .  colum n 

c a p i t a l ) ,  w a t e r  s u p p ly  an d  d r a in a g e  of a  ty p e  common to R o m a n o -B r it is h  

s m a l l  tow nsa To th e  w e s t  t h e  e a r l y  o c c u p a t io n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  th e  t im b e r  

p o s t s  t o d  R .B . p o t t e r y  w as f o l lo w e d  b y  a  l a t e r  r o a d  and a  b u i l d i n g  w it h  

s h a l lo w  f o u n d a t io n s  o f  r e - u s e d  s a n d s to n e  w h ic h  c o u ld ,  on f u r t h e r  e x a m in a tio n  

o f  th e  a r t e f a c t s  and r e c o r d e d  e v i d e n c e ,  c o n c e i v a b l y  b e  foun d  t o  b e  e a r l y  

M e d ia e v a l..

A tte m p ts  t o  l i n k  th e  two a r e a s  u n d e r  e x a m in a tio n  f a i l e d  due t o  th e  l a r g e

p i t s  d u g d u r in g  th e  b y - p a s s  c o n s  t r a c t i o n  i n  19 6 5  w hen th e  a r e a  w as u s e d  a r  

a  h e a v y  v e h i c l e  p a r k  f o r  e a r t h  m o vers and g r a d e r s 9

T he n a t u r e  o f  th e  e v id e n c e  m akes i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  e x t r e m e ly  d i f f i c u l t ,  b u t  i t  

i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  th e  a r e a  exam in ed  h ad  b e e n  o c c u p ie d  from  e a r l y  in  th e  1 s t  

c e n t u r y  th ro u g h  t o  th e  4 th  and m ost p r o b a b ly  l a t e r a

P la n e  and s e c t i o n s  h av e  b e e n  draw n and p h o to g r a p h s  ta k e n  trh ere  n e c e s s a r y .  

T h e s e  a r e  now b e in g  p u t  t o g e t h e r  i n  p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .

P ran k  and Nancy  B a l l .

April 1982.


